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_ The Epiitle Dedicetory. 
Foy Eitg.: 4} mo 7 among 
Ornawears). "made with 
£nmjoyments \,. and; bro rs af 
Trath and Peace. *Tis Religion is the 
honour and proſpedity'iof a People , Ir 
lays the foundation with Agares, and 
makes theiribbrders of pleaint ſtones, 
Iſa. 5 + I th: Crown of Solomon, 
withoy Morhe rowned, him 1 in 
the bo IS too nd in the day 


Shins of his he rt,Cart.3.1y: 
£7: 


Peace/Nithib(heit walls, 


and Profperity within their DRcehy 
Pſal. 122.7. 1t brings down 4 bleſſing 


# 


r Basket \ and Stores, fills their 
| $. with all precious & panes 
. oO» 4 A; Lud decay, 1n4his 
Lrade, i, dane leſs one. reaſon yas 
V:3 2g Yoo earthly Traders Ti hes [#5 
#0. ſuch ws for, Men to-thrieiiin their 
own Kh or Ate be faithful to" God's 
Wh 4r The Jaid q \Calar is 7 
R ompey 5 10mpe,necclta; 
bs Od Gon. 
ws. 4. Aoth on Mews earthly 
: Refs. 11, 12. Ephraim 4s 
* oppreſſed and broken in judgment, be- 
cauſe. he willingly walked after--thie 
ART refore will I be unto 
oy Wada 


f 
? 
- 
9 
q \ 


 ahboves-And WOany whatever Men 
Wc} R 


2* . ow 


The Fpiftle Deditatory. 


Fohraima Moth} and t6 the Houſe"6f 

Fadulras rottenneſs. * Gitgerygivesthis 
reaſon why" Dives was tormented in his 
Tongs:,  beranſe he talld"\ much of ReWW- 
gion but} practiſed tle; Verba legis inn 
ore tenuir-quz opere ſervare Contemp® 
fit.  '#/e live in andye of mach talking 6 
God ,” bor of little walking with "God 
\Mens 'Zongkes are" tipt with Heavey, 
but their "Ftarts ant" Peet ſuhk into the” 
World; ard ave full of Pride ; Vanity, - 
and D-ceit!"' What was faid of Diogeiies 

Syrdopenſiss 7bar in Opinion: he 'was 2 
Stoick,bur-in Converſation an Epicure; 
way be ſadly refle ed vn many Profeſſors 


I1- this Ape, who eſpoufe © ftritf Privies- 


ples, but- lead looſe Lives, and only Treat 
for Heaven, Þut trade for Farth, Bits 
- Sir; You have not fo learned Chriſt; 


\ or received” this Spirjt which is of. the 


World: bur that which'is of God, x Cor: 
2.12; Tour devoredneſs to the Lord making 
your  Earthly © Intereſts ſubſervient” to 
things above," with your Zeal, Courage, 


and Conftancy in the way of God," and 


watuyal care for the thinzs of his Glory, 


, ds: beſpeak yow-to be 4\T ader of another 


Conn rey; whoſe - work"anud mages "are 


think, - 
ge 


think- a walking | with God im his up- 
pointments , and a conſcientious care in 
ha Fryhirme gbeoony hes 
abner . to be. eareft intereſt even 
4 their pads om deſpiſe it ; " nei- 
ther # there «t pre _ any thing in the 
ways. of God, Souls have tauſe to 
be nd of however cloathed with 
wt by Mew ; nor.can they 
o walk is them in 71 ruth, be deprived 
of . amy real nog by the utmoſ# ſerue- 
rity of thoſe thet would run them dows ; 
ud were there no other Argument to 
perfwade Mew #0 the choice and purſuit 


pare + this __ 94m = 
ACLOMS « 
yy hrs heir wprightneſs, to 
them” up under their greateſt 73 Play 
nor the ſerenity , morn + ſwee ac- 
mee 0 rot, ſome uy 
rk 24 7 the moſt 'dreadfid 
which divine pleaſure may allot 
ens here. Tt muſt needs ſes Religion 
TEE EL = 
CEUVEF DEINg 66, 
be ).# rpg the of 


vat iamdl 
Holineſs ,. even den _—= Bebewers are 
aader the Cironmſt ances y. att 


choſen and preferred by them above bY 
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f ring of "he" worlds Jens H 


Ne gobd bay ain | 
reareſt* 1'S, wu a 

reg uf pow on 4 i _ who brow 

the uſefulneſs of earthly Comforts; "util 


have leaft reaſon to be dhe ; 
ro e par —_ a 4:9 Reweh 


CORGET MS "6g Horld unto rainy but 


for what. ' they of papubiY, F Yet 


_ Heb. I Fg $446 - 
inacy Or rifie in thoſe w 
he hs Ss. and the terrors of the 
Lord, toperſiit in thoſf ways that would 
coſt them their earthly All, and lay | them 
to divine wrath yoo, 'ſbould they be 
Ale and diſob:dient. Certainly, did not 
prejudies and paſſion blind Mens Eyes, 
the calm exerciſe of Wakes own light would 
reſtrain thew from ſuch ax anchichcebl 


ce wf whoſe rhet ifire to fedr God , 
though they walk in ſome _—_ erent 
from their under landing , they 


labowy to approve their ; Few to God 
and Men, and are found faithful to that 
meaſure of light they have received. But, 
poſſibly this Piece may not fell into ſuch 
bands, or be permitted long nnaer- their 
eye: My hopes, at lealt: my deſires are 
that it may proſper » with thoſe who by 
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TO.THE 


READERS; 


ESPECIALLY 


-— 


Thoſe who are .the more 


+. peculiar Objeas of my. 


Care, Eove and Labours. 


.f Otwithſtanding the kigh Pre- 


1. WF _ 428. the Times - we live in be- 
© yond ſome formerAges.there 
i no [mall meaſure of Sow! A od 
upon us in this Evening part of ourGof-. 
pel day;Ha.42.19,20, Fho « blind but my 
Servant ? or dea 45 My ” Met eſſenger that 1 


fem? who i ES 


and blind « the Lords Servant ? . [eein 
WAR) things but he obſerveſt-nct : Fe 
Ing 


tepfions to Zight and Fiſdom 
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ing the ear, but he heareth not. 'Were , 
nora Veilon Mens minds,could _ 

bly be that CH R {FT ſhould be fo 
lixtle precious 10 this Day of revelation 
and Zand of wifions in which we live * 
Was there ever. a Nation inthe World 
ro whom Chri/t harh been ſo unveiled & 
manifeſtly held forth, Cracified before 
their cyes* and yet not to know the Dey 
of their wifitation, and thethings of thetr 
peace, be-{peaks ſhameful Ignorance, Is . 
not this a manifelt Evidence of Mens 
Dartnes and folly, to be fondly taken 
with Airy Notionsagd vaig jam 
ons,and ell the whilencgheRt Wiſ- 
dame which maketh wiſe to. ſalvation , to 
leave the Fire of the Sanitwary, and fit 
down by ſparks of their own kindling : 
that having a Kingdom before them 
which cazzor  b: ſhaken, and an Jnberi- 
trance that fadeth not away reſerved 41 
rhe Heavens ; they thoald rurn *gainto 
the b pgarly Elements of this. Worl, 
leathimg rheir Mayne ant Angels faod, 
and. longitg' again far the Opyons” aud 
Garlith hadvomiged up x. ro leave 
tried 'Go!4 for that which perifheth ; 16 
ter Heaven t#rop.am of ther bartdis, und 
ugg che YVorlSin theirhearts; roneg- 
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lea. that Aderchandize which driogsin 
«nſcarchable riches, and drive a Trade 
wu thr whoſe faſhion_paſſeth 4 
—_— plainly argue Tgnorance and 
5 arc ev the rs ras offer 
better than rhe madd , waters of Aſſyrid, 
and our Rock above the worldlings Sandy 
bottoms (they themſelves being Todges,) 
and yer to loſe thoſe pleeſent ſtreams for 
that Ds Ap puddle, is folly indeed. VVill 
es ftoop to Flies 5 Can Souls who - 

Me ended, into the ht of the Lord, 
and {cen the :hizgs that differ , and had 
acquaintance with things above upon 
choice,come down again and prey upon 
the Carrion Comforts and Intereſts of a 
dying VVorld - Ono. Can a Maid for- 
Sk herOrnaments,or aBride herAttire* 
oolifh people and unwiſe to be un- 
mindful of th —_ Rock that begat them, to 
bead the Snow of Z:banon, to let down 
_ a aqueded — exmrared is, on 
may ue a Soul-cheari T- 
ving, Bo World: Aechpefiogine fol- 
ty and wazweſs infuch as haverthe know- 


| hopes of better things: are ye 
iecr hop , 


wn in the ſpirit ; are 
ye row made fed he e Gal. 3.3, | 


ana or rernieve this folly i i5 rhe 


deſign _ 
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as” Epiftleto the Readers. | 
delign of this enſaing/Diſcourſe,which 
comes not7in> the:gawily Dreſs.of \cu- 
 Ji6us Art; or in the Excellency of Mans 
wiſdom,but ts: the plainneſ's and; demonitra- 
tion of. the-truth'as it 'is tw Feſws. lam inot 


. - - ignorant that:Books have their Faſhions 


asxell as'Men,andDiſcourles that. come 
"Not fourth 4n theModiſh Garb laced with 
Elegancy,and ftuffed-uitth Lofry:{trains, 
ſcarce mect with aLook excepr of Scatn 
and Contempt from the Wits of this 
'Day:But love not to follbw them who 
Marker copnſth by words; andy their 
Jublime.S$peculgtions :andabftruſe: No- 
4ons;lkead Megs 1ntoClouds of their own 
ereating,;and while they > ſhew : theas 
elves loſe; their Readers.'i7herd aye ma- 
4-9 \fxickt ana; devices. (laith Mrs Dod) 
< that' ſom: Men uſe in Preaching (which 
«© we may. apply.alfv ta Writing) but rr 
« {etdom' does goog ; the pure Goſp-l and 
* that Preachint which the World counts 
' **faoldbnefs.,' ,& that which works. mo#t 
* kindly. Chas own Weapons are the 
fitteſt tothyMhen {ervice,&when' there 
| mos man _—_ bore nr Mites 
_ 1y.does there:molt of God: appear. */F 
- buſineſsof. chis Book is+not-to feedthy 
Corioſicygbut tofind out thy Conſeence, 
OP 7-4 18 
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the hkelieſt-w by to thatis through Thi 
aa? of” Fat f inte _ - t Enna 
thatD eſhould lead oth 
towards Heave ah har has a its ſelf 
draified air from” Earth : Ex- 
pe&t riot i -Yhis-any ie ohne that \may 
pleaſe rhy-carnal mind; birt ay 
ptokt hy reachable and! dit og gay 
Cars before thine the ene 0s 
phyahe _ 'o1 the SanQu- 
- lin ee Beadviſed 1 togo' + 
Fork fuch Readers who! 'only viewrhe 
Title, read the Epiſtle, glatice a little on: 
«ny if they find nor ſomething 
ngular;& pang their GuriousFan 
hay italide;” This ſhews a fill Scoiiach 
bur an'emp þ monies isaPraQtice that 
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ane who never. 

God farther than made 5 ron of 


ſuperſtition ag a0t 3 Go a 
er.to this great, pleaſant, and gaiofu} 
rade of Godlinelſs, here thou mayeſt 

this mo to p pogfenge Haney 

rati ne 

in order. to Life and Salvation,Grace, & 

Glory, with Counſel and laſtrugions 

how thou . waxes attain to this 'high 

and heavenly C/ling 

..1f thou be gae whe drivel & furipuly ) 

SE AA ts oe thy | 
a greedi InCclss ing the 

Thaogs that 9 cern thy peace, -and th 

1 nee; of Heaven and 
| Tg to the per 
; Trifles of this War ; here ew 

Un lt find, yeaſt by. to, convince. 

tar lh -and} lps to looſen oy hag 
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pauming Moths on thy Eſtate, and In. 


thee” to per Honey our of | theſe 
Def evils,and how to 
with ' Divine ends; ;"and thy 


own s won wt by ſuch Dj afirials.? 
Haſt thou 


made a profeſhon of Godli- 
hefs, and rm driven this Heavenly 
Fade to but art now fallen 
back and decay? pottery in thy $ prritual ſub- 

ſtance, and bechins poor in thy /nward 


| wan and toward Godrhere mayeſt thu 


find rhe D5/coveries and Fvid-nces 'of a 
batk-ſliding Soul, with the Cauſes of it 
thou wilt alſo meet with Awaken; Con- 
fdet ations ro AﬀeRt and AMiIQ thy heart 
wich the ſenſe of thy evil Cefc:Here alſo 
mayeſt thou know whether thy Decays 
are ewregble;and what rovrſe thou mayeſt 

take ta get out of thy langeiſhing eftate, 
Pe + jou one that doeſt profeſs this 
Frae? this Piece will tell thee 


what air 4 "wart 1 1s, and wherin this /m- 


ployment lies, what are thi Importent 
duties of Piery to be driven on every 
Day, with Direttiozs and Rites about 1t, | 
If chow art one who o kevpet up this 
Frude for Heevenatid. th therein » 
Here' haſt thott arts of - a Proſperons 


| Ti rade in Codlin' fs, and ſeveral Doubts 
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fight , and be beyond all Capacity to ſerv© 
your preciows and immortel Souls,chat when 
I can plead no more for God er with you» 
t may in this be ſpratizg to you and others 
in the behalf of Chriſt;and g/ori0n5,though 
deſpiſed Hoſin:f5.This has been the prevayl- 
ing Argument with me to diſcover my 
weaknels torhe World, and expoſe my 
ſelf ro the cenfure or ſcorn of fome. 
| I have the greateſt reaſon to expet from 
ou the Entertainment of theſe Truths,who 
ave choſen and "received me in the Lora, 
#0 declare the Goſpel of his Son to you: You 
alſo have known my Zaboers, Tofirmitics, 
and Mfht#ions with you and for your fake; 
that for twenty years ſpace I have /erv-d 
you in the' Goſpel, iti reproach, wants, weak- 
neſſes ; dangers and ſufferinzs,neither count 
T my life deer unto my fetf,lo that I may fi- 
ith my courſe with joy; and the Miniſt.ry 
which I have received of the Lord Feſus, to 
teftifie the Goſpel of the grace of God : , yea, 
being fo affe#10narely defirons of you, 1 have 
been willing to have anparted fo you not the 
Goſpel off God onely, but alſo my own Soul. 
Becauſe you were dear unto me, you know 
and have ackxowledged the ſuitableneſs of 
this Febje## anto your own Caſes,& how e- 
vidently the condition of moſt of you is open- 
ea here'& ſaired,by the convittions, counſels, 
Pay 4 repre- 


"*-1--"M he Epiitle to the Readers. 
reprehenſions,8 conſolations of this diſcourſe, 
there are ſome among you that / am jealous 


of with a Goaly jealouſie, leſt I ſhould have 
laboured in tain for you, and your, minds bz 


corrupted from: the | ſimplicity of \ithe Goſpel 


through the temptations of this preſent world: 
I have often cried aloud, inyour. ears againit 
the /iz, and have warned you of the danger 
'of an earthly ſpirit; ana converſation , and 
Co tell you now even weeping, that ſuch are 
Enemies to the Crofs of Chriit , who mind 
earthly things, until you are crucified to the 
werld, you have no +/aving ben:fit. 'of the 
croſs of Chriſt,\or can ever behold the face of 
God in Feaven,until you are redeemed from 
the earth ; all your Profeſſion,. Parts, Du- 
ties and Fnjoyments will be but ſo many 
Hit neſſes. againſt you, if after. all youare 
lovers of this wt World: Coveting tv 
be rich will aſs make your Souls paor,and 
deprive you of the. refreſbments of his pre- 
ſeace and conſolations of his bleſſed, ſpirir, 
and will be a manifeſt evidence that you 
haye little of thoſe pleaſures thatare from 
above. *Twas Jaid of pions Mr, Bain, That 
he ſought not great matters in the World, 
b ing taken' up with comforts and griefs to 
woich the HYorld was a Ftranger.. The more 
a Soul converles in Heaven and lives upon 
#h: firſt fi uits of the other world, the tels 
will 
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will he: be taken with things below : when 
Abrahams came to live by faith, and in a 
view of that City whole Maker and, Buil- 
der 3 God, the Plains of Sodom, and Spoils 
of Canaay were to himt but mean things ; 
T7 neuter cared. much for the world {! Rich 
one) fince 7 tame to know better things. 
You have r4%ed that the Lord is gracious, 
you have fed. on the. fat thinzs. of his 
houſe, and have found & day iz his, Conrts 
better than a thouſand elſewhere, and 
maſt be” ſetf-rondemned if you prefer not 
God' abbve Ter thouſand Harlds, and 
count \the enjoyment of himſelf riches 
enough ; ©. yea, if you eﬀeem not the re: 
proach of Chrit *greatix \riches than the 
treaſures of Egypt. Twas a brave ſpeech 
of: that noble. Galearivs when he had left 
his Honour”, Inteteſt and Relations for 
Chriſt and the Goſpel ſake : 7 have,” /aith 
he, richess honour, aud joy enough while. in 
this Cottage 1 may tive in the Church of God, 
enjoy his Word and People, and have. tin 
to converſe with God by holy. meditation , 
and with my Friends © about Gods priat 
goodneſſ "to me in my Conwerſion. Curſed 
for ever 'be that "Religion which weas 
m1 toth** World, and dtvorces them from 
God. | | 
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There are others of. you (I fear) fallen 
back in your ſpiritual ſtate ; former days 
were ag than-now, and the ow” 

one. back ſome degrees upon the Nig 0 
Foe hearts , mo rw may be haye left 
Jour firi# love, have loſt your. ſpiritual 
taſte, more dead to the things. of God , 
Cold ind formal in Duty; poſhbly you 
have hid your face from and, he hath 
compaſſed himſelf with a Cloud before.you. 
You | have negleQted your walks with 
Goa,and he hath with-held converſe with 
you : For the. recovery, of ſhch. from 
whence they have fallen to oNear fir {t 


— 


tove and laboirs, is part of this Diſcourſe 
framed, hear what the Spirit ſaith there- 
in, Attend and Obey v7 Counſels , . re- 
turn to. your firſt love, and do aur 'fir(t 
works, leaſt the Loxd take the. Candichick 
out of his place, and leave you in that mil; 
d-rnefs into which you wander. . _ | 
Some of . you who are fearers. of God 
yet walk, in darkyeſs, and {ee no light, 
ave your continual Exerci es. and fre- 
went Complaints , that he who ſhould 
ave comforted your ſouls , is removed far 
from you: My advice to. you is , to walk 
in the light when you fit in darkneſs, and 
wait ſor the /ighr, when the even ſhadows 
are 
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are upon you. *Tis but a little while and 
he that ſhall come will come , ' and will not 
tarry '; the Son of righteonſneſs is upon his 
journey towards you; and twill not be 
long ere it be riſex upon you. 

Are there any of you who have better 
days, ' dies your Bow abid: in reaeth , 
are our" Mfe tions warm to towards your 
Beloved,and your hearts ſometimes burn 
within you while he is talkin» to you 
in his Fora? Do you long for his Aps 
pearanee '," and delight in his Preſence , 
and preſs hard after him in his' Apporer- 
ments? Do you love the Hord of his 
month * more than- your, neteſſary food te 
Can you be content to let your own 
things fir, that you may ſeek the things 
that are Chriſt's? and fit at his feet, when 
others are in the marker-place, and abroad 
in the croud of their earthly affairs, Are 
you alone with Chrift ina corner # If fo, 
your Mercy is ſingular, and your Obliga- 
tions firowg to be entirely the Lords; to 
be no more your own, but mholly devoted 
80 his feay, to livea life of proj and web. 
pleaſingneſs unto God, to think well of 


Chriſt, and bear his pleaſures to be pe 
rient in tribulation, continuing inſtant it 
praxer, to long forthe /Fel/-head of youT 
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mercies, and to be beginning a life of gle- 
ry: while you are. here in a life. of grace,” 
I ſhall cloſe uprhis Diſcourſe with: a. few 

words of general Advice to & all. 
Firſt, lay the foundation fure on which 
you byild. all your Zemporary labours and 
your Eternal hopes: You cannot. be. too 
certain, in that on which depends your 
all, Conſider how often Satan, hath bat- 
tered down ; yea, your own hearts have 
diſputed away thoſe Fuidences, on which 
yau could '{ometimes have adventured 
yaur Souls, and yet; the #rongeſt Aſſaults 
are -to:come, andthe greateſt : Forces of 
Hell reſerved for the loft Battel., Bottom 
not your hopes. enany thing ſhort of a 
| Crutified -Chrift, not on your Frames, but 
on 'bis | Favour ; not upon yaur Dates, 
but. his Righreenſneſs; nor upon any kind- 
nefes-received trom him ſhort of a ſaving 
47i08 with him ; reſt not till your Cop- 
witans be clear, deepand diſtreſſing, luch - 
as {cover ſin to be. the greateſt, evil in 
1s aat#re and fruits, and its reſedexce and 
indwelling in you , 'a berdeps intolerable ; 
ſuch Convidtions as will not admit of af- 
rer-farony or" reconciliation to. the leaft , 
known or moſt beloved fin ; that - can 
make your heart to bleed afreſh upon eve- 
.” £ TY 
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ry new touch of it, and never at reſt till 
the whole kind of it- be deſtroyed out of 
your Souls : Labour to ſee ſuch a Beanty 
in ChriF, as may render all Creat':d Glo: 
ry as droffand dang in your Eye; itop not 
till you-come to the Excellency of the 
knowledge of Feſus Chriſt as your Lord ; 
till you can djſcer» ſuch a worth in the 
Perſon as well as Purchaſe of Chri#t, as 
will make you-content to throw all over 
* board, to take in him, and be fick of love 
tilt you enjoy him : 'be ſure your cloſe 
with'Chrjſt be right with his whole Per- 
fon, Will and Deſigns, tobeone with him 
upon all his own terms. And that this »ar- 
6n be n5t in Judgment and Conſent only, 
but in Fearr'and Hil from your whole 
Souls, finding an inward likeneſs and love 
to him«n your rexewed nature. 

2dly, Go on towards perfe(#ion, prets 
after - nearer and. more compl-at Confor- 
mity to the Nature and Hill of Chriſt 
every day.: Think how ſhort your h'oh- 
eſt meaſures do come of perfett holineſs in 
the fivht of God, ſet the Pattern before 
you every day, tHfar you may be the more 
aſbam?d- at 'your preſ"at attainm-*nts in 
Grace, and more provoked to higher Aims 
and Achievements, compare your ſ-lves 
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with them that are aboye you, with the 
Rule of Righteouſneſs, and with all your 
Obligations , Time , | Means and Mercies, 
to keep-you. bumble in your onn eyes ; 
look upon | your Hants as well as En- 
jeywents," that you may be as. poor in ſpi- 
rt as in condition; that which 15 want- 
ing in you Cannot be aumbred: Hho am I 
and what is my people that we ſbould be 
able to offer kG willingly after this ſort ? 
1 Chroz. 19. 14. keep low thoughts in 
nour ſelves under the greateſt ſervices you 
an for God, and the higheſt honour you re- 
cerve from God. Alas (ſaid the Lord Da- 
pleſſis ro one that commended him for the 
improvement of his Talent) H/hat is there 
of mine in that Work? ſay not that .it Was 
1, but God tn me. 7 know more ( faith an- 
other) by wy ſelf to abeſe me, than any 
Man couldknow to extol me.So much bumilit 
a Man hath, fo mych grace he hath, and worth, 
ana no more : Dr. Har, 

z3ly, Keep up a life of Faith upon Chriſt 
in the promiſes : As the firſt quickenin 
of a Chriſtian zs by faith; fo his whole life 
12 Maintained by belzewing ; | no. longer 
than you believe can you live: Gal. 2. 20. 
Tur life is hid with Chriſt in God. - Draw 
. *treth Zafluence thence by faith- upon your 
Hopes, 
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Hopes, Comforts and Graces under every 
want, fears and deaths within you ; make 
not; your graces Or duties the grounds of 
believing » but encouragements to Faith z 
ftudy» more the nature, freeneſs, fulneſs, 
and . #nchangeableneſs of redemption grace , 
and. get acquaintance with the promiſe 
and: perſwefions of the truth of them in 
Chriſt; Zo. live only. by faith: (faith Dr. 
Harris) 4#44 bere Promiſe without a pawn, 
and ta give all tv free grace and to Chriſt a- 
toxty, are mighty works ; and fome'of thoſe 
things he found molt difficulr. 
- 41y,, Walk in/Zove as Chriſt hath lo. * 
ved. you :\ This 1s the life of Heaven, and 
beginning of that Excellent glory which 
ſhall never be removed, there is nothing 
does make thee more .like to God, more. 
near and deer. to: him, and more fit' for 
bis uſe than this Grace of Zove : Let your 
AﬀeQions be extended as large as the ob- 
jedts of them :- unto God, his Word, Hays 
and ' People, love God to obey him ; his 
Hays to-walk in th:m, his People to de- 
light in them, to ſympathize with them, 
to mourn over them in their - ſufferings, 
to-he/p them in their zeceſittes, to rejoyce 
with them in their conſo/ations, counting 
their wwerczes your own, which is noeafic 
| part 
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part of your duty. /t &: far harder (fairh 
one) "to, adopt: anothers Comforts than his 
Sorrows, and to hold ones felf exalted in 
anothers exaltation. KY - RE 
5ly, In the enjoyment of the World ger 
above it, and while you live i» it, be dai- 
ly dying to'ir ;{o much-as you get'above 
the World, fo. zeay. are you to God and 
Glory, and no zearer. 'Covet not anothers 
Goods; 'the World is:none of your Porti- 
on,. if God' be your part, 'Oh how much 
beneath the Zxtreition,' Dignity and Du- 
ty of Saints/1s the love: to, and life up- 
on this low and dirty World : leave not 
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Childrens bread to feed on ſuch Carrion 


dopgs-meat, and filthy excrements , with 
which Satax feeds his Labourers, But 
having ſpoke largely of this matter in the 
Book, I adviſe your Fye'and Heart thither 
tor Conviction and Counſel herein. 

6ly; Make much of the 7:me and Means 
of Grace while you have: them ;. your 
Glaſs runs, . your Sun haſtens, and the 
Wind blows when and where. it liſteth. 
O make uſe of 7ime while you have it: 
God who made nothing in vaim, hath 
work tor every hour of your ſbort Day 
work as»hard as you. can, you will find 
fom:thing to do. when you come 40: die; 
Loſs 


i 
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Loſs of time. ( ſaith Dr. Harris on his 
Death-bed ) fits very near upon me.; work 
work apace , aſſure your ſelves nothing will 


. more "trouble you. when you come to die, 


than that you have: done no more for that 
Ged.. which hath done ſo much for yau. 
Wait upony and walk in the light while 
you have it; if Grace thmks it not much 
to {pread a Table for you, don't you think 
1t -much to {pare time to {it down art it: 
You that find ſo many things to do when 
God calls for your Company, will ſhartly 
figd that God hath other things to do-than 
to mind you» when you need his Cor- 
aials.; how.glad would you be of enjoy- 
ing time to hear the. voice of peace when 
you are entriog upon £rernity, who are 
not...at leiſure. .now to. hear Divine 
precepts while in the. poſſeſſion of time; 


| negleQ not hearing, praying ſeaſons, which 


are. your Seea-time for glory. O that eve- 
ry day (laich one) were a Sabbath or a 
Faſt-day , for then 7 ſhould be well. Buy 
not. your eaſe or earthly intereſt at ſo 
dear .a rate as the loſs of ſalvation, time and 
helps : Evidence \your love to God by your 
valuation of his Preſence 1n his Ordinans 
ces;. How. can you long for the enjoyment 
of God ip Heaven , whocare not for his 


company 
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company on Farth,or his glorious appearances 
in his Sanfuary.Stick at nothing that may 
yield him delighr,or give him glory, how 
expenſive ſoever it be on your deareſt Com- 
forts and Intereſts: When one 161d "Du 
Moulin in his fickneſs that he wronged 
himſelf by ſpeaking fo much ; *73s eye, 
ſaid he, but 7will aye glorifying of God. A 
Soul that ſupreamly loves Get, will count 
nothing too much #o do, = with,or ſuf- 
fer that may bring him glory. 

7ly , Reſt not in your exjoyments of 
means, without improvement of them : 
What's a full Table, if thy Soul abide emp- 
ty, and frequent feeding, if - thy inner 'man 
langaiſh : *tis a time of dying and ſecret 
waſte 1n moſt Chriſtians ; O covet ear- 
neſtly the b:/ gifts, that you may flouriſh 
in the Courts of God, and grow as the 
Ceaars of Lebanon ; that you may be 
throurbly furniſhed to every good work, and 
your. profiting appear to' all Men : Be 
deeply ſenſible of your /tzle Frait un- 
der great areſſing, and be humbled, take 
heed of Gvrienad | ride, and puſfings up in 
your | apprehended Excellencies or Pri- 
vil: does; *tis the humble - foul is' the' moſt 
thriving font; keep your Hearts pure , 
and Zives anſpotted : As ſound'bodies, 16 
ſoncere 
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ſincere ſouls are' moſt growing : pare off 
luxuriant © brexchr's 'as they ſprout our, 
and lay the'Zxto the root of them every 
day"; keep up Faith in the Promiſes of 
Soul-proſperity. to- them that ſerve him 
in - flncerity, Pfal.g2. 12, 13. and fayon 
Chriſt by Faith for help : when you ſee 
nothing but: Diſcouragements if your ſelves, 
and when / you are afraid to apply the 
Promiſes, even then bleſs God tor ther. 
Theſe Promiſes, aid a doubting Soul, are 
none of mine, iyet 7 am glad that God hath 
made them; and for their ſakes that ſhall par-. 
yo: «them : _ Hhite. | 

| \' lect not ſecret tranſaitions 
between ng your Pn to hob I 
fear ſome of; you may be too great ſtran- 

ers: no:wonder that Intirnacy between 
rod and Souls' does fall, when they are 
{eldom together in: retirements; Oh take 
heed: of paſſing" by thy Cloſet or fecret 
corners one day; Aatth. 6.6. 0r poſting 
aus of! them before God and” your Souls 
have'lame Comverſe together, and be not 
only conſtant in it, but carefu} to pleaſe 
Godin the ſpiritual performance , of it : 
Let not Cuſtomor Formality deprive thee 
of . the fweermeſs of that bread eaten in ſe- 
cref. - You are in this Book more fully 
called 
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called upon to theſe Duties. of ſeryet 
Prayer, Meditation, heart-ſearchings, « and 
watching-work,to which I refer you,” | 
gthly ; Make conſriente of every :Duty 
you owe towards gthers, in your Relat:- 
0ns,. Places and Callings keep up: Fami- 
ty-duty, or write Heathen upon thy doors, 
that the World may know. thee : If you 
negle& Gods ſervice, he will not be” yoer 
Santtuary '; Prayerleſs' houſes have: bro- 
ken walls and doors, and no. defence a- 
gainſt the leaft evil : It you will nov give 
God your breathings, how, can you-'think 
he' will give you, his. bleſſings : Vis ſaid 
that any,eſpecially-ſuch whom God.hath 
taken ito his houſe, ſhauld ſhut: him out 
of their dgors.; or give him ſuch piriful 
ſervice as ſome do, ſcarce ever reading 
the Scriptures in their. Families from one 
Lords-day to another ;; only ſend him -a 
little haſty fruit; lome:ſbort and ſbuffled 
prayers once:a day : no. wonder thar ſal: 
vation come not to their houſes, - or don- 
wverting grace into their Families, but a 
flying Roll. is. over their habitations, and 
the black marks of Rutine on their ' Chul- 
dren and Servants: think it not ſtrange 
that God, makes thy pleaſant Roſes. prick. 
ing Bryers and Thorns to thee, who __ 
| x magc 
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made. them-, Spears and Sworas to him. 
Oh keep with God in every duty of his 
ſervice, your Relation,Calling and Imploy- 
ments. 

Laſtly, ia. every condition. walk with 
God, and wait. for. God ; if he lead you #n 
ways of mercy, (follow him in ways of ds- 

... It you have Comforts take heed of 

ting 0n, or abuſing of them: when he 
ſends you Afflictions, receive them ; be 
not fainting nor froward under them, but 
. ſanitifie - God in them, and by their hand 
return to him : do not over-love your 
mercies, or over-fear” your troubles : 
repare for Changes, but live upon /mmu- 
tability, and be ſetled under all your un- 
ſettlements : cqunt nothing ſtrange bur 
fin, and nothing hard to bear, but the ab- 
* ſence or anver of a gracious God: lole 
not your fears in time of peace, - neither 
caſt ama your "confidence in the day of 
trouble : let your Lamps be always 4 
ing, that you may fe the way - of your 
duty 1n the Wight of your danger; and 
how to get in Comfort in your Adverſity, 
and let your lojns be girt, that you may 
be ready both to do your work, and to 
meet your wages ; and be alway looking 
and waiting for the coming of your Lord , 
who 
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who will welcom you' in the' Acceptarice 
of your Duties, uncloath- you of your fins 
and ſufferings, and crown your (incerity 
and faithfulneſs with a Core ye bleſſed of 
my Father, inherit the Kinzdon of oe for 
20s; Which is the longed: for Fruit | of all 
his Zaboers with you, and the ſubjeit mat- 
ter of his daily prayers for you, who is in 
him that was,and is, andis to cons. | 


Your AﬀeQionate Labourer, 
Fellow Servan "I 
and 


Brother, 


Barthol. Aſhwoad. 
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PROVERBS 1... 14. 
For the Meichandiſe of 'it i better than 
* ' the Merchandiſe of Silver, and th: Gin 
, thereof. than fine Gold. | | 


Hat Religion ,is under a very great 
 declenſion in the day and place where-. ; 
in. we live, is tog Evident to ſerious 
a. Obſerversz. but too hittle laid t6' 
heart z or the prodigious Effeds, which uſually' 
follow ſuch expiring Godlineſs, 'Uuely trembled; 
at. The CharaQer ofthe laſt and perilous times 
hath overtaken us ;_ men haying a Formof Go4- 
lineſs, but denying the Power of it, 2 Ti 3,5. 
(a) A Lamp, Rane to live, Notions, Parts, 
external. Priviledges and Duties, make 'up the 
Religion of rhe greateſt part of Profeſſing Chri- 
Rians rhisday, while the Viral of Chriſtianity vi- 
ſidly languiſh : (4) Where is that ancient Faith, 
Love, Zeal, Faichſulnels, Courage, Patience 


| (4) Nos on elaquimuyr magns Jed vivimus. Minut, Foel., 
(b Chriſtiangs non dici, je4 i oporter, Ignar, 
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Self denial, Mortifiedneſs to the World, Ju- 
ſtice, Charity, Heavenly mindedneſs, holy Con- 
verles., with that univerſal Piety and Unity, 
which made the Saints ſo famous in former Ge- 


nerations, and had fs great an influence on the 
cnlargement of Chrifts Kingdom, notwithſtand- 


ing Pagan and Antichriſtian force againſt it? In. 
the room of which, now pride, Contention, for- 


mality, ſelfiſhneſs, hypocriſie, with the general 
gangrene of an, eatthly Gr 
an4 power of true holineſs. The effeting ſenſe 
of this dangerous evil gives occaſion to this en- 
{uving Dilcourſe;whoſe errand into the World, is 
not to plead for Notion or Fation,'but to advo- 
cate for deſpiſed. Godlinels ; to help to.awaken 
this ſleepy. Age , and contribute a weak hand 
with abler ſhoulders, to give aliſt {if poſſible) 
to falltn Piety. | | 

_ Amongſt the many Advocates for Piety, So- 
lomon the Pen-man of this Book hath done 
worthily, and laid but much ſtrength of reaſon 


to attach the mindsof men, and regain them to, 
'the knowledge 'and fear of God. This Chap- ' 


ter is a Syſteme of ,thoſe Motives which he 


more largely proſecutes throuſow this Book, . 


to perſwade men unto a through purſuit of ho- 
lineſs. Divers are the Conſiderations he propo- 
ſesto this end : taken ; 

Firft, From the happineſs of thoſe "that ob: 
tam and improve this pearl. of grace, verſ. 13. 
Happy us the man that (c,) findeth wiſdom, and the 


” manthat(d)getteth underj anding : (though with 
| (0) N41 Labore frbi-paravit; involvit previem idquiſi=., 


rionem. (d) P'D" Profert im Incem, effundit. 


- - greateſt 


it, eats out the life; 
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greateſt labour and coft ) and having gorten it, 
doth Þur it to irs due uſe and improvement for 
the: good of 'others : They; 'who ever they be, 
are bleſſed Men and Wamey, in regard ofthar 
profit, pleaſure, peace, honour, fafety and life, 
( with the durable and- eternal pofſefſion there- 
of) enſured ro thoſe that thus make Religion 
their buſineſs, from oerſ. r3,to 27. | 
Secondly , From the evil ' eſtate and end of 
thoſe that porſye che ways of fin, which is'in its 
nature vile'and abortinable to God, and as to its 
produQts, its ſhameful, curſed'and deftrucive in 
| theend, verſe 23, 32, 33, 34; 35- og 
| The Pen-man knew , that few would deat /in 
| thoſe Commodities , and trade about Divine 
| Things (all men feeking their'own, and few the 
things . of Chri&) and therefore ſets forth thoſe 
; Wares with greateſt commendatjon'to Buyers» 
that they might off the better. | He begins wit! 
1 the gain that:comes by __ popular at- 
d, gument, 'atid 'rttat which in other things*-puts 
- ' 8 menon great adventures, and reftleſslabours'rg- 
e wards their, enjoyment, , The, hope of advantage 
1. = T fairh Chry/oftom (a) makes alt difficult res 
- eaſie. ; What will not the Merchant do or hiffer 
| to get alittle profit? Atit Metaphor to fet forth 
the diligence of x Chriſtian in his race, and! to 
infiouare t 


e worth of thofe eternal things be is 
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. In the words, for methods ſake, you- may 
oblerve, | { 03-41 abÞ £4 

Firſt, The ſubjcA, wiſdows merchandiſe, and 
the gain thereof. | 


ondly, The Predicate, Berter than ſaver, 


thanfine gold, - 

,.. Wiſdom Divine Wiſdom, which in this book, 

( not to mention all its acceptations : 

Firſt, Is put ſometimes for the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the 5 x40, the Word, and increated 
Wiſdom of God, or.the Wiſdom who is God ; 
who is made tous of God, Wiſdom, as well as 
Righteouſneſs : the Light of the World:. the 
bright Morning: Star ; the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 

rom whom ate derived all thoſe Beams which 
irradiate the dark minds of men : and that Wiſ- 
dom which makes, wile to falvation: in whom 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wildom : This. is 
that ſhining Diamond, that Pearl of price, which 
aut-vies all the beauties of the world ; the coſtly 

Gems, and whole Treaſures of Nature,in whom 

are ualcarchable riches, the enjoyment and uſe 

of whom is ou FAOCTINg, 

. , . Secondly, For the Word of God, which is, 
ſure, making wiſe the ny ; pure, enlightning the 
e3e; and more to be deſired than gold,yea than much 

} gold : Called rbe light of the Lord, Ia. 2, 5. 

Came ye, and let wa walk, in the light of the Lord, 

The Diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the 

heart, Heb, 4..12. which are able through the 

Spirit's illumination, to make one wiſe to fal- 


vation : Andin this ſenſe the Fews uſually take 


"Wiſdom for the Word and Law of God: In 
keeping of which there is great reward, Plal: 19.11. 
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Thirdly, By it\is held forth a true and ſaving 
knowledge of God, part of that Original beauty 
which Man loft by his firſt Fall, and is regained 
by a ſecond Edition and Imprels of the $pirit, 
when renewed in knowledge after the Image of 
him that created it : This knowledge is called 
6Hyromn;, not an idle EUR, but a lively 
operative knowledge, which conſiſts of an illu: 
mination of the'mind, and an infuſion of faith 
and ſpiritual knowledge. Pariſienſis calls it, 
(a) The gate of lifethrough which God firſt enters 
into the mind of man, In this wifdom,and know- 
ledge of God as the ſouls laſt end,” with the way, 
that leads thereto, and felicity that reſults from * 
it, enlightned minds ſee greater luſtre than in 
fine F d, and all the bravery of this lower 
world. ey | 

Now this wiſdom'is not onely fpecblative, 
taking in the notion of truth, - and pleaſing the 
mind with refreſhing views of things excellent ; 
but praftical; which diſpoſes the ſoul to a frui- 
tion of God, fo revealed to the cye of wil. 
dom, and to the obedience of all thoſe counſels 
opened in order to'it. | Hence Dzvenant counts 
it ah crrour in the Schoolmen to reſtrain Wif- 
dom and Underſtanding to a contemplative 
life, (5) when both have” their cqual reterence 
toan attive p-aRical life and converſation ; In 
regard of its .Efſence, it's an intelledbal vertue z 


. but in reſpe& to the matter and ule, it's pra i- 


cal and moral! and therefore he defines Wil. 
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The Heavenly Trade 

dom to be (c) an infuſed knowledge of thaſe thing s 
which lead ro fauh wy a hol none of pi016s off 
tion, inclining the ſoul to-tht application and pra- 
ftice of the things u_ knows. This the Scriptures 
hold'out to be that true Wiſdom,which God re- 
quires of men:, And. to man he ſaid, Behold the 
fear of the Lord,that 1s wiſdem, and to depart from 
el, thet is underſtanditg.Job 28.28, Fob haying 
ſpoken of the wonderſul Wiidom of Gad in)the 
Works of Creation, beyond all the ſcarches of 
kumane underſtanding , he tells them what is 
that Wiſdom which God requires of man, not 
to ſcrew info thoſe unſathom'd. Deeps and My- 
ficries of Divine Works in the Creation; not to 
feed on abſtruſe Nations. of things that \concern 
them .not : but this is-true Wildom, ho fear 
G04; to ſerve and obey him, and to depart from 
iniquity : $4 Dent.4. 5,6 Behold ] havy tanght 
you Statutes and Fudgments, kgep therefbre, and 
do tbem, for this' 15 your Wiſdom and. underſtand- 
fg in the ' ſight of the Nations, which ſhell hear « 

all theſe Statutes, ard ſay, Surely this grem-ANtion 
1. 4 Wiſe and underſtanding ople, Wiſdom 
fron above ({ays the Apoſtle) i pure, peaceable, 
Femtle, eaſie to be entreated, fuf of mercy and good 
fraits, James 3- 17. That is it makes men holy 
and fruitful in good works. So the P/alonft de- 
ierilies Wiſdom, by holy walking, 1 will behave 
my ſelf wiſely in a perfe(t- way, Plal, 101. 2. and 
Eph.5.15. Walk circumſpetHy, not as fools, but 
as wiſe, Holy walking is both the fruit, of Wif- 


(c) Fit rgitur [apientia inf 1ſ4 comnitio illerum que ad fi- 
der © Lin vitam priintnt cun «fe Ft po wclinante ad a5- 
tlication. mY traxin eoriindere,” Daven, © 
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dome, and the way to Wiſdom, Cul. 1. 9, 10: 
Yeu may be filled aith the knowledge of his will, 11 
all knowledge and underſtanding, that you. ma y 
walk worthy of the Lord to all well-pleaſing, beings © © 
fruitful in $>42 ap work, and increaſing in the. 
Tronleaer of Goa.” Andio theW:/e man under- 
ands it in this Book, Prov. 1. 79. The fear of 
the Lord # the beginning of miſdow. That (4) 
laith Aquinas) from whence wiſdom begins to be 
operative. Chap. 4. 11, / have taught thee: in 
the way of wiſdom, and led thee in right paths. 
Wiſdom hath its way , and feet to walk in it; 
and this way. of niſdom is a Tight path: Or, 
right-holy-attions ( faith Piſcator ) ſo the Anci- 
ents take Wiſdom. Cicero calls it, The ( b). Ars 
of living. That wiſdom which doth nothing , is 
worth nothing. (c) All wi{dow lies in thus. one 
thing (\aith Laitantine ). That we know and wor- 
ſhip Ged. (4) Religion 1s 'wrapt. up in Wiſdom, 
ard Wiſdom m Religion. (ec) The work of Waſ- 
Hom lies in this, that contemning” earthly things, 
by which we were fermerly hcld, ſcrving and de- 
Fring theſe frail, periſhing things,we may now be di- 
refted to ſeek after the crernal reward of a heavenly 


* wa 


(4) Luenmun. od effefium injrium_ſagientix oſt une ſa; 1- 
enrie incizit operari.  Aquin. (6b) Srfpicntia que 4ars wiv 
yendi putinda eſt non expeteretir fi nib efſiceret. Cicer0 
de fini. (c) Omni ſapientia Famine in boc uno eft ut Dz-* 
um coon0ſecs & colate Lat. de Inſticut, hb.'2, cap. 30% 
(4) In ſapizntia v-ligio, w relicioze ſapientia eſt, Lact. 
libs z. chap, 3. (ce) Cujzr vs 5 cfa-ium ju co vertitur ut 
contemptis terreſtribas quibus ante« nenebamur {v4 ilibus 
f-roiewes, & frigilia con: upiſcent:s ad aterna cal: (iis rhe+ 
auri promis dirizamnr, L act, d Inſt, cap. 25, 
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Treaſure: (io faith Aquines) (f) Wiſdom is 
-not to be conſidered onely ax it leads toa know- 
ledge of God; but as it direfts and orders the 
life according to divine Rules: Andin this ſenſe 
1 take Wiſdom here-for true Holineſs; that 
Wiſdom which is manifeſted in a Heavenly, Et 
pel converſation; the Merchandiſe of which is 
to. advantageous:  - 

Ths Merchandiſe thereof : ObjeAively coph- 
gered'® The trading for this V\ iſdom, or Mer- 
charidizing about '; 1o the Septuagint renders it, 
Kr479 my 3Þ duriv humreer tar, To Merchandiſe, 
is to buy and ſell; to get in,and'put off ggods,to 
take in, and lay out: this Wildom is better than 
*to get in gold, 'or any thing that gold can byy, 
MIND from ND, the wordg is, to go up and 
down here and there as Merchants do, to buy 
and vend their goods;to travel abroad now in one 
place, then in another ; to be full of diſtraftion, 
tumbling up and down to ger and put of their 
wazes: So buhe a work is Merchandizing,which 
takes up mens thonghts , time and labours to 
fo!tow it, that rhey might get fome advantage 
in the world. And fuch is the work of Religion; 
it is an ative work that calls for the heart, 
time and ſtrength, if ever fouls think to turn ic 
to any" account: And they that do thus, that 
make Religion rheir work, tiat lay out them. 
ſelves and their all in purſuit of Heaven and ſpi. 
ritual things, whatever colt and pains they are 
ar, if they can but gain theſe treaſures of god- 


(f) Sapientiz jecundum nts nog ſolum confideratuy nt eſt 
(6 m0chiiva Det, (:4 etiam ut Cirefiiva binge vita [te 
Afi 14110 7:5 FM AQ IN. 522, Q. 19s "» Co 


linel ce 


% 


EX. 
=— 
2 Wo - Y n= ——— —_— 
: 1 and 


— "is the-bel#*Crade. - 9 


lineſs, apd obtain Wiſdomes wares, they makea 
od bargain; for the profit that, comes by 
thele is far þerter than filver,yea than hae gold: 
The Septuagint hath it: (a) Than 10 ger the 
treaſures of ſilver and gold; yea the beſt gold, 
beaten gold. | A 3 
There is another ſenſe that one gives the oF; 
words, taking gone for the price by which q 
thoſe great and eternal things are got : (I rather 
like & inſtroyment than the' price) ſpiritual 
things are freely given, not bought ; ſa. 55. 1. 
| but thoſe that lay out, and improve their Wil- 
dome to gain grace, to.-promott'godlineſs, and 
further falvation, - make a better bargain than 
they that lay qut their treaſures of gold and fil- 
ver to' buy the beſt goods on earth«: In cither 
ſenſe it's a truth; Wiſldome*'s merchandiſe is the 
beſt - merchandife, to , trace about ſpiritual 
things grace and glory is incomparably the beſt 
trade ; Whence obſerve this Doarine or Po- 
ſition. | Yell 


1 S—__— 
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Do. The heavenly Trade is the beſt Trade ; 

: no Merchandiſe tize Wiſdom” s Merchan- 
dife, and traffiquinz about ſpiritual and 
eternal thimts, 


This Truth will evidently appear, {f you con- 
ſider | 

1 ; "The nature of thofe things about which Wiſ- 
Aonies Merchants trade.” 

2. The Per ſon they deal with* 

3- The Terms they trade 1:pon. 
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4. The gain that comes by... ' 
Reaf. 1. Firſt, The things about which this 
Heavenly trade is taken up, arc.in- their nature 
things of greateſt worth z wares which all the 
worlds treaſures cannot. purchaſe. or compare 
with; they are all great, glorious and excellent 
thinks; n thing, mean, contemptible and-uſc- 
leſs, among all the. goods that Wildom: pro» | 
poles to Souls choice and reception : T be favour 
of God : Redemption from Hell ; Pardon of Sin: 
Peace with God. : The Graces of the Spirit : Cons- 
munion with Father, Son and Spivit, with Saints 
and Angels: Walking with God : Spiritual bleſe 
fings : Foy in the." Holy Ghoſt : Heavenly Trea- 
fares : Aſſurance of Glory. Thete are all-things 
of incomparable value, .and the things that Hea- 
venly Traders deal about ; And. are not theſe 
far better in their-nature, than the low, dirty, 
fading things of this world ? Na. Onyx, Saphire, 
Chryſtal, Coral, Pearl, Topaz, Rubies, or the 
molt coſtly picces of Nature, can'compare with 
this Pearl of price; this Stone cut out of the 
Mountains, . or thoſe Spiritual Treaſures which 
are the ſubjet of this Heavenly Trade : Let 
t>ole be Judges who know the worth of things ; 
call in Wildom's Lapidaries , Jet God, Saints 
and Anvels ſpeak in this matter, their verdiR 
will be; Waſdom's Warcs weigh down all, as to 
their innate excellency : I ſhall onely propoſe 
three evidences ta determine this caſe, and they 


-are of unqueſtionable verity, and a {ufficient | 


proof of this triith... They are, 
1. Scripture. | P 
2, Exprreerce, 
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'Firft, The Scriptures will te!}you, there are 
no Wares like Heavenly Warcs, Dent. 22, 2. 
ir Rock 15 nbt as our Rick, evenour enemics 
themſelves beiny Fndges. Fits lowing kindneſs ns 
berrer than life, Pſalm 63. 3." And the ligkr of bis 
countenance, than the encreaſes of corn and wie, 
and Oy, Palm'4. 6, '6. The Law of thy month 
better to me than thouſands of told and filver, 
Pfalm'11 + 72. Tryed faith mich better than gold 
that 'periſheth , 1 Pet. 1. 7. Ore day m God's 
Conrrs better than a thouſand etfewhere, Pſal: $.. 
10. None in Heaven like to God, mr any on earth 
11 compariſon of him, Pſal. 53.25. To.make pro+ 
viſion for the Soul is the one thing needful -\ ro 
enjoy Chriſt and fpirirual things is the better 
part thar'fhall never be taken away, Znk: 10.42. 
The Kingdom of Gods the chiefeft thing to be 
ſought for in the firſt place, Marth. 6. 33. firlt 
in affeRion, and firſt in time : Muſltitude of te- 
timonies might he produced from Scripture t6 
=treſt this truth, Thar the Heavenly Trade is the 
beſt Trade ; no goocs like heavenly goods : what 
do'you trade for hete? js it for more than life 
you piot,you work for ? you gain no more here 


© than meat; drimne, rayment, money; hand, credit, 


and the like,” which only tend to life : but the 
favour of God is better than life * one gracious 
look, one whiſper of peace from God, weighs 
down all thoſe - riches, pleaſures, honours, do 
not make a happy man or woman ; the Scripture 
never reports fuch 'bleficd as have the abun- 
danice of theſe things, but rather miſcrable arid 
phhappy,” obnoxious to more ſnares and Gan? 
gets ; but 'godÞ:nzis makes a blcfſen man, and 
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pardon of (ina bappy wan, in. God's account, 
Pſzt. 1. 1, 2. and 32. 3. whole teſtimony is rruth 
ir felf, and to be! rcljed on beyond all the 
groun3s of blinded opinion, and falſe hopes. 
Secondly , Experience aſſures men of this 
rruth,that the heavenly things are the beſt things; 
Cope to a Soul that hath tried both : one” who 
harh had all that the World could afford on the 
on hand, and hath alfo. experienced the favour 
of God, and ſpiritual things,and he will tell you 
of ſpiritual things, as David did of Goliah's 
Sword : There i none like them, 1 Sam." 21. 9. 
And as Solowon of the vertuous Wiſe : Theſe 
ve” iy excell them all, Prov. 31. 29. And 
We/dow is wich better than Gold, and to get under- 
ftrading rather to be choſen than Silver, Prov. 
15. 16. This was Solomon's experience, who 
had rhe largeſt trial of any man, he had Houſes, 
Vieyards, Gardens, Servants, Silver, Gold, the 
peruliar treaſures of Kings; Greatnels,Pleaſure, 
Moſick, and whatſoever his cycs defired : and 
upen all gives this verdit ; That wiſdom excelkth 
J-By as far a5 light excels darkneſs, Eccl. 2. 4,1 3. 
Piety tranſcendeth Pravity : Heaven - the 
World : Purity ovt-paſſeth Pleaſures, as Light 
doth Darkneſs : When he ſpeaks of things be- 
low, he tells you ; Theſe are aff vanjty ard vex- 
ation of ſpirit:, he that labouys for theſe, labourg 
for the, wind, Eccleſ.'5. 16. and what he 1ecks, 
fads rot ; but when he ſpeaks of wiſdom,: and 
ſpiriaual things, he is as one that wants words 
tw expreſs their worth : Wiſdow 15 better than 
F*bies, and all the things that may be deſired, are 
wor (6 be compared taut, Prov. $. 11. David was 
#, man 


is the bet Trade, 13 
a.man who had tried vaxious conditions in the 
World, he knew what trouble and comfort was, 
what. youth and age was, what poverty and 
riches.were ; he had plealures, honours, trea- 
ſures, with the hearts of his people, and coar- 
mand of a Kingdo , and yet- he tells you, be 
had ſeen an, e: oh all perfetion : and that the 
bight of God's countenance was better than all, and 
to be a door-keeper ( a mean place. ) in the bouſe of 
God, was more eligible, than to abide in the 
tents of wickednels : Pal. 119. 6. P[. 4. 6. 
and 84. 10. He chooles it as his one thingy, . Te 
dwell in the houſe of the Lord all the days of bu 
life, to belold the beanty of the Lord, aud to en 
quere in his T emple, Pſal. 27. 4. 

Moſes knew what honour was, aad the plca- 
ſares of ſin, and yet upon choice, preferr'd, po+ 
verty . with godlineſs, on the fide (of truth, 
be'ore all the treafurcs, of Ezype ;,., He refajed 
ro becalled Phataoh's Son,rather chooſing ra ſuffer 
\ aries with, the people of God, th.;n to enjoy the 
pleaſures of ſin for a jeaſon, eſteemung the reproach 
of Chriſt, greater | riches than the treaſures mn 
Egypt, Heb.1 1,24, 25, 26. He knew the No- 
blesof Egypr, and grandeur of, Pharaoh's Court, 
and yet could value a, poor perſecuted people, 
that own'd God, and cleav'd to bim, beyond 
them all: Heppy artebou, O Iſrael | who #5 likg 
to' thee? Dent. 33. 20. He counts God the 
none-fach ; Who u like to thee, OGod ? Ex. 15. 
11. and Religion | the | beſt intereſt ;, Ser your 
hearts unto all the words 1 teſtify, for it # n0t8 4 
vam. thing for yan, for it s your life, Deut. 32. 
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14 The Peavemly' Trade 
Ask 'of -Parl, and\he will tell you what the 
frvit of fin, and driving furiouſly againſt Chriſt 
and his mrereſt was, when the Lord Jefus came 
to reckon 'with,. and to pay him off in the. way 
.to Damaſcus, As 0. 3g 4+ whole blow he ct. 
many years afrer, in Conſcience twitcheghow 
and then, 1'Tim. 1. 13, 15: And upon the kente 
of*rhat change Grace made 'on' his heart and 
condition, he tefls you, that whitever he counted 
Ez g4tn before, he ſaw now to be loſs for Chriſt, Phil. 
FM 3. 6,7, 8, 9, 10. There was a time when he 
9 rhought hig letter-knowledge, 'blitid zeal,” 'birth- 
priviledges, legal duties, popular applauſe, Ru- 
lers favourand protection by power, to be great | 
things; bur now he alters his.reckoning, and 
values the knowledge of Chrift, and intereſt in 
be” him, and grace derived from the power of his 
LY  ' death artlrefurredtion, to be an excellency that 
| ſtain'd all hisſormer glory: ' ?'- + | 
—— The Jaylor once thought it his greateſt in- 
4 teteſt to ſwim with the ſtream, and fail by the - 
compals of the tires he lived in, to run down - 
the ways and ſervants of the Lord Jelus, to 
ovey his warrant, and fecure the Saints feet" in 
his ſtocks, A.” 6. ver.'24, to 34. but 'when 
once Grace' tzkes hint in hand, and plucks him 
through: rhe ſtrajt-gate 'of” contcience, terrors, 
and repentante;' into 'a ſtate of regeneration 
-, then he-correRs hiserrors, and fees it his chief- 
eft*concern t6 eſpoyſe Chrift, *and to; come 6vet 
into the way" of perfecured $odlinels,: then'to 
> *bclieve in the Lord Jeſus; to'be kind ro hs fer- 
FE; - vants; and to drive. the Trade'of deſpiſed Chri- 
E ﬆ& ary - he thought upon mot mature "confi- 
| deration / 
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deration, ro" be worthy of his/ choice'and: pur- 4 
ſuit. What treafaves more rich or precious (lad 2M 

Ageria, when a priſoner” for Chriſt ar Vemce } 
than everlaſting life ? where be greater riches»or 
dignities wore honourable than 'm Heaven ? here 
droppeth the delefable dew, bere floweth the ple 
fam  Nettar, here vrunneth the ſweet milk, here 


1 of all-good things \, I have found a meit 
of hun m the" entrals of a Lion, in the deep 

ark Dungeon ; Phave folnd a Par zdiſe of plea- 
ſire, where others ds weep, I do rejoyce;, When 
others do ſhake and tremble, 1 do-find plenty 'of 
flrength, and boldneſs, in ſtrait Bonds, and cold 
Irons, 1 have reſt: Fox, Vol. 2. Pag. 18x. Come 
to- ſinners al{o-when they lie under Confcicnce- 
terrors, and the armed troops of death at 
| hell "invade their guilty hearrs; and inquire 
' B- their opinion concerning the goodneſs of their | 
choice, the advantape of that bargain they k 
have'made+in parting with God for the Worl:/, 3 
in rej-&ing Chriſt for the Fleſh, in turning their 
backs on holinels, for the ſervice ft fin : and 
their dejeaed countenances, their gaftly looks, 
their vaquier geſtures, their cries and: groans, 
will Toon teff you the ſad relentment/ of their 
folly, and bad Trade they have driven in the 
ways of fin and death. | 

"Thirdly, Nay Reaſon it ſelf rightly exerciſed, | 
muſt-needs grant, that heavenly wares are the "2 
beſt wares upon a fourfold conſideration.” MN 

= 1 Of their Rarity, 

, 2 Their Price. 
: "© 4 Therr worth. 

" 4 Theirduration, 
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| ; Firſt, Heavenly things arerate, and therefore 


excellent ; ſcarcity .enhaunceth .the' price of . 
things 3 Diamonds and/precious ſtones are car, | 


becauſe ſcarce, *and more-rarely had; plenty 


utually beats down the price of things, wen. 
ratity makes them coſtly ;_ and ſuch are Hea- 


venly wares,theyare the greateſt rarity "inthe 
world z they are le(s known, morehardly come 


by, and ſeldomer enjoyed than. any: thing this, 


carihaffords; there are few parts of the. world. 
where Wildom's goods ever come: How many 


Countreys-are there where the Gylpel is not . 


known ? or any ſights of God, or things eternal 
ever had bur ſuch as arc diſcernable by the dim 
light of nature ;z-and of thole coaſts which this 
days ſpring hath viſited, to how'few have the 
Brightneſs of this light appeared ? few places 
have the myſteries of the Goſpel opened, or the 
deep things of God purely, fylly and powerſul- 

x Gag owe It hath been - the -priviledge. of 
this Nation above many, to have a'peculiar 

ſhare of Gelpel diſcoveries and truths, more {pi- | 
ritually and praQtically diſcloſed; 'and yet how - 
few here, or in-other parts,: have - any acquain- 

rance with theſe glorious ſecrets ? or arrive to 

this exceffence of the knowledge of Chriſt, and 

Divine Myfterics ? what a-veil is there on the 

minds of moſt, under the pureſt adminiſtrations 

of the Goſpel, that ſeeing, they {ee not';, under- 

ſtanding, and yer not affeRted wich the things 
they know; the ſpiritual beauty, 'and inward 
worth of them being hid from their cycs. Moſt 
hearcts (like Balaaw) tec heavenly. goods with 


eyes half opened; and hence'it is they no more _ 


valye and purſue them ; Covld theſe poor, beg- 
fs garly, 
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early; dirty-things of the world, be fo -preferred 
fwers/ alio@tions 2nd ctbrabes, aj Fomaeh 
time conſumed upon them, with negle&t of God, 
and' things above,- if the 'worth of Wiſdome's 
Treaſures ' were truly known and believed ? no 
certainly, we rhay without” breach''6f charity 
complain. Who hath believed our report ? anid to 
whom u the'arm of the Lordrevealed?” Iſa. 58.1. 
They are rate; in that they-ſeldome appear in 
their own worth and excellency to the' veiw of 
men : few know and believe the worth of hea- 
venly things. - - D © N14, 
'?.They are alſo goods' that few trade '6n. It's 
a rare thing to ſee men much vers'd about” tiea- 
wenly things,-and to drive 4 trade of Sodlineſs: 
There are divers poſhibly- that barter for ſome 
'of Wiſdome's goods ,forknowledge;peace;com- 
fort, patts, external dutics, fc. but few that 
carry-on a full "trade of godlineſs : An Znothyy 
"Noah; a'Caleb, a Joſhua, a Fob; a David, i Pan, 
. a Barnabas; here and there one in theit ſeveral 
apes, that are thorough with God,” and univer- 
fal intheduties of godlinefs, heartpurity, god- 
ly fimpliciry, univerſal holineſs, converſe with 
God, meditation on things above, renderneſs of 
cotlcience, ſelf-denial , mortifiednets: x0 the 
world, heavenly-tnindednels, ſpiritual converſes, 
are cotnmodities: that few Ucal about this day. 
A thorough-paced Chriſtian is the Phoenix of 
the place he lives in, and more ſeldome 1eenthan 
a ſparkling Diamond in the dark night we. live 
in; few ſeek theſe goods in carneſt; as they'dv 
the world and-their own thing, and fewer ob- 
tain them), Phil; 2. 21. Few fear de live in the. 
CG daily 
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Jaily exetciſe of their graces, the warra breath- 


ings of their ſouls after God and ſpiritual things: 


ſew that rd the white Rone, that live in the 


view of their pardons, and ſenſible enjoyment 
of divine grace; and therefore thele | heavenly 
_ are rare things, ſcldome diſcovered, ſel- 
ome known, ſcldome purſued, ſeldome injoy- 
ed; and being rare, arc excellent and deſirable. 
Secondly, Heavyenly-things ars.the beſt,: he- 


cauſe the moſt coſtly ; this argument' will .not 


hold in all things : men may buy their deſired 
comforts too dear, and give more for theworld, 
pleaſures, and their particular goods, than they 
are worth ; but none can be deceived, in Wil- 
Gnmgion » the glory of God, the ſalvation 
of ſou Lhe enjoyment of grace and ſpiritual 
bleſſings, cannot be too dearly obtained'; their 
price, beſpeaks the greatneſs of their, worth, 
they. being realities and things excellent. in 
their nature and uſe 3; and if- they are yaluable 
according to their - price, they muſt needs be 
tranſcendent ; for the purchaſe of them coſt 
God dear; he hath been at the expence of eter- 
nal counſels of manifold wiſdom,of unknownlove, 
of the gift and þlood of his own Son, toprocure 
theſe great-things for Believers; and --it hath 
coft him mighty power and patience: to, fit Be- 

| ; - lievers. for. them, and main- 
Hyoyedovere71nc, tain their enjoyment of 
ee OY them; Te are bought With 4 
Arie #quale me Pp ad gy nor with corrupt: ble 
demptionit -pretiam , things, as ſilver and gold, but 
Gomar. with, the precious blood of 
Chriſt, as of .4 Lamb without blemiſh, and without 
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He gave himſelfe « ranſome, ant _— 
TILT; to. agg: peter to h cnlelf: with 
grace, and gloxy <4 of theih : He þ loved the 
world 4s © "76 hu onely ten Sop, to give bim 
to death, to the death of t eCroſs, to unſpeak- 

ET of dll to. procure theſe glorious 
bleiſed tyeaſu es for iowers, Joh. 3. 16. 

Wares : deax. ou oods ! for 
NN and the trea- 


And as the c ffagd Ss on purehaſer dear, lo they 
axe coſtly to i apeciner alſg: The preparation 
foran int n thelc t ceafures; is many times 
dear to-Believers : O the wounds and laun- 
cings, the bleeding and heatt-prickings, "the 

and throws Af lead the Van to this banner 
= ove, which .redempt op ace ſpreads over 
| laved ſouls; theſe are the fformy tempeſts, the 
{ Kody emis ha: tics gol before the Believers 
reception of gurchaled ace: Beſides, the 
terms. on which this My pargain is offered, 
\though infigitey. beneath. its worth, yet as fo 
the. fouls. capacity are high, i it's no leſs than a 


throwing of Al its former treaſures over-doard, 


A parting with $ neareſt intereſts, and deareſt 
comforts that lye in the way of its enjoyments ; 
a pluckj y. out a right eye, and cutting off a 
right hand ; a denying ( O hard ſaying!) of a 
man's .ewn beloved ſelf; a not onely bearing 
when laid on, but a taking up not the Crols of 
Chriſt aloney bu t his own Croſs too, whatever 
his own ſins, or the. hand of men and Devils 
may make for hjm z and in this plight not to fit 
down, or ſtand ill, but to go on. and follow 

C 2 Chritt 


Chriſt,,up - the hill, through rhitk and thin; 
through” ſcoris "and thorns, day and night, 
through every change; in every ftate, home to 
the grave;. No eafier terms are piven to the 
enjoyment of theſe riches, than a hearty con- 
ſent to theſe propoſals, which may expoſe the 
foul to an aual loſs of his carthly alh, and un- 
dergoing unknown tryals, troubles aud duties 
in the way: "This bargain,thoughrblefſed 'in it 
ſelf, yet is thought ſo dear by ſome; as that 
they tens upon. theſe very terms, and think 
God, grace and glory, too Chargeable ſor their 
acceptance : This then ſets 6ff the worth of hezs 
venly things, that” they "coſt 'fo' much upon 
.choice, and upon the higheſt reaſon' and dehibe- 
ration. : . 
| Thirdly, As their price is high, ſo is thei 

worth great; they are good'in, themfelves, arid 
. good to thoſe that haye them-' Fearkgn dili- 
gently unto me, and tat that which ir good, and [tt 


your ſouls delight it ſelf in fatneſs ;' earthl ym 
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are not fo, if good intheinfelves, yet they ma 
not be good to thoſe that have them : Ric _ 
are ſnares and ſwords to the; owners thereof, ”* 
and oftentimes do pierce them thorough with I *' 
many ſorrows : They are not onely good, | "* 
but abſolutely good ; other things are nor ſo ; he 
earthly things are but conditionally good when 
God ſees them good, and makes them good; fo i /* 
long as he_doth blefs them, and ſet ont fome- 

thing of himſelf through" them, manna, food, iſ !* 
rayment, nether ſprings, are ſo far good; as God I ©} 
is pleaſed to convey out ſome ſpiritual good I ®" 
thorough them, or wake them ſome way ſub- I '* 
—” ſervient 
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jent . thereto.z, theſe. things  carnot make 
I we prove Eg Nebuchadnez- 
z.4r's . greatneſs could not ſecyre him from gra- 
zing amongſt the beaſts , 'and bedding with 
them in open fields, and under wetting dews, 
Dan. 4. 33- Belſhazzar's pleaſures could nor 
guard him from, the hand-writing againſt the 
wall, Dan..5. 5. Dives was in the midſt ofplen- 
ty and honour one day, and the next day inhe'!l. 

clower things are but as ciſterns. and pipes. 
that ſignifie nothing , except ſome waters be 
conveyed through them ; no. more do theſe, 
unteſs God let out his love,and promiſe through 
them. Theſe heavenly things are not only ab- 
ſolutely good, but every way. good ; good for 
every man , in every ſtate; good for poor'and 
rich, for young and old, for all perſons, all 
things 3 Godlineſs 5s profitable for every thing, 
1Ti.4. 3. There is no perſon or condition, 
but grace and ſpiritual bleGings are good for,% 
can convey thorough: There may be ſuch 
a cale in which nothing of this lower world 
can help: Riches make them wings and profit 
not sn the day of wrath. In times of trouble 
and divine wrath, inſtruments of muſick carry 
no ſweetneſs in them bur ſpiritual mercies, they 
help to comfort in the Cay of trouble; '1n 
the multitude of ſad thou; bts within me, thy cam- 
fares refreſh my ſoul, Pſal..g4. 19. 

Fourth'y, Their duration proyes them excel- 
lent, they are laſting wared; time works no 
change uponthele, the Heavens will wax old, 
and as a veſture they ſhall be changed; but hea- 
venly things never periſh with the ung: an- 
— deed 
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deed. our. me fenſe' 'of 'theſe 
change, we, F' Hen Pave the Hee me 
grees of grace : ra we yr this 4lterdtivn 
: not. in theſe | Vings, bbt 
grace and ſpiritual things, are in theniſel ailelves the 
lame, yelterda: ', to day, a and for ever: good in 
FE perity, anc g06d inadverſity; 'p0vd in Ti 
and ood in death : - ePurabilit mars all 'ea 
comlorts, oy! are tHings' bf no continnafice 
we tmay have thei, bw robe hotdrhen': fike 
the. fleeting Iſlands abour the ' Tehe 75, which 
perſons ſee at a diſtance , bur when they cothe 
near them, they vaniſh away: The things thut 
are ſeen are temporal, 2 Cor. 4. 18. We way (4) 
bave them, (ſaith Seneca) but camot poſſeſs Wins 
and they no ſooner pleaſe us, but aſs from + : bur 
unſcen things are eternal : His love is everlaſt- 
ing ; the graces of his —_ abiding - a 3-9: 
Whoſoever is born of Goa ſinneth not , far his ſeed 
remaineth in him : The. joys of - the oly-Ghoft 
are laſting -, That my joy might remain: in 'you, 
Jer. 31. 3. Fob. 15.11. 1ſa. 59.21. Heb. to. 34 
1 Pet. 1. 4. Indeed aQts of grace may fail for 
4 time, but the habit of grace is never loſt; 
frames, and ſtreams of co.nforr may ebb, bur 
the Fountain of Joy is never drain'd dry : Tufti- 
fication is immutable, Pardon of Sinis irrever- 
idle, the Sai 7 treafures in Heaven are endu- 
ring, and can gever fade away : Mgn may” out 
live their Treaſures here, and: ſee ail their Por: 
tions go before them: but heavenly -Intereſt, 
and immortal Souls, are of like cofitinuance 
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and this greatens their value : Men eftimate in 
little Land beyond a great Eſtate of uncertain 
continuance : and fuch 'are Wiſdom's wares, 
there*sng rotten goods among them. 

Reaf. 2. Secondly, The heavenly Trade is 
the beft Trade, in regard of the Trader theſe 
Merchants deal with - Much of the comforr, . 
ſafety and advantage of mens Trades, lieth in 
in the perſons they Trade with: if theſe be 
able, honeſt, affeionate, it conduces much to 
the thriving of thoſe they deal with: What 
miſchief comes ro Traders, when Sellers are 
cheating, cruel, and-extor'ioning ? and when 
Buyers are falſe, and deceitful, and fail of their 
word? But none of theſe hazards can heavenl 
Teaders be expoled to, from thoſz they deal 
with : Indeed Wiſdom's Merchants have to'do 
with many, in the purſuit of their heavenly. 
Trade, both by way ef taking Y and letting 
out; but yet there is one great Merchant with 
whom they principally deal, as to the manage- 
ment and iflue of their whole Trade, in this 
Merchandite ; ny converſe with God, Saints 
and Angels, but all js done through a Mediator 
the G#ads they receive is upon his intereſt ; 
they deal with God through him ; all their wil- 
dom to trade,and rufes to at by,come from him 
the good and advantage of all their Trading, is 
lecur'd by him”; and though they may be con- 
cern'd with many perſons and'things, (with all, 
that duty and providence calls them too,) and 
with the Chymiſt, are ta extrat ſome good 
from every thing they deal with ; and, like the 
Ree, gather Honey from weeds ;, yet this good 
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they get from perſons and things, is not in 


them , \but conveyed through them from the" 


rear Purchaſer with. whom they deal , 9a | 
Hm every thing, to theſe heavenly Tr ers, 
and Heirs of Salvation is made over in the' pro- 
miſe; ( All things ſhall work, together for good 
to them that love God, and are alles according to- 
bis purpoſe, ) Row. 8.28. andſhall in due time, 


through thele Conduits, be emptied out .to Be- - 
lievers, by the hand of Jeſus: So that it is. 


properly, and frritly, but with one great Mer- 
chant thoſe Traders have to do with for the 


go0ds they lay out, or take in; all other things, 


and perſons arc but ways and inſtruments of his 
appointment, through which it ſhall be deliver- 
ed; and this makes Wiſdom's Tradeſo good, 
that the advantage of it is not "depending On 
thoſe ſecondary Agents, they have to do with 
but upon one, that is more excellent, both great 
and goed, able and faithful ro anſwer both his 
promiſes, and the expeRations of thoſe that deal 
with him. As to his Quality, and perſonal Gran- 
dewr, he is aboyeall, and ayer all, King of 


Kings, and Lord of Lords: He hath 4 whey, 
$3/ 


on hus thigh, whereon 1s written, King of King 
and Lord of Lords, Rev. 19. 16. He is the Ma- 


. 


jelty on high, the Glory of Heaven and Earth; 


he hath Angels to worſhip him, Thrones and 
Principalitics under him, all creatures in Hea- 
ven and in Earth to ſerve him. Q! how ho- 
1ourable is it todeal. with him, to whom Kings 
2nd Potentates pay their tribute, and to whom 
Mcn and Angels yeild their homage ? It's. ta-, 


kins with Men,to converſe with gchole that are; 


above 
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above them, and to manage Concerns with Per- 
ſons of Honour, 'and Greatnefs : but here's one . 
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(Souls). that offers to' trade with you , from 


- whom all creatures receive their glory. 


Yea, his Goodneſs anſwers his Greatneſs, and 
ſweetly tempers his perſonal converſe for the 
encouragement of the :meaneſt Soul, that bath 
occaſions with him : ,Greatneſs without Good- 
neſs, rather checks- than relieves the hopes of 
thole that'are beneath ir; but ſuch is the ſweer- 
neſs of Chriſt's naturez -as that his Glory doth 
but render his Goodneſs the more amiable ; and 
his Goodneſs reprelents his Glory the more 
defircable ; he values no man by his own worth, 
nor deſpiſes any for their low eſtate ; the mean- 
eſt Soul hath as-caſy acceſs to him, and as gra- 
cious- a reception, as perſons of higheſt repu-' 
ration with men : / dwell in the high and boly 
place, with him «lſo that is of a contrite and 
bumble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the hum- 
ble, andto reve the heart of the contrite ones, 
J/a. 57. 15. He is of a tweet and gracious tem- 
per, of a free and generous ſpirit, good to all, 
eſpecially to thoſe that ſeek him : this renders ' 
perſons defirable, who would chooſe to deal 
with men of ugly natures, and churliſh diſpo- 
fitions: - affability and ſweetneſs do ſtrongly in- 
vite men to converſe with. tuch ; and none like 
to Jeſus for excellent goodneſs and loving kind- - 
neſs, ſor pitty and bounty z goodnels-is his na- 
ture, mercy his delight; he takes pleaſure in 
doing good z none that trade with him, but he 
will ice themto.bethe better for ir. 

He is allo able as well as good: Some men 
have 
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have excellent natures, but ſtraiteped capacities, 
they are. willing to do good beyond their pows-.- 
cr.: but it is not ſo yith the Saints friend ; He 
bath alt power in Heaven and Earth, Mat.28.18.. 
and .can do what-ever plcaſcith him - be -hath 
all creatures at his command : all the treaſures 
6* Heaven at: his diſpoſe: he is infinitely rigb, 
and hath all. that good that Souls can need/ or . 
Ceſire : he hath goods of all kinds to ſppply 
his Cuſtomers with : it is not ſo with men, no 
Merchent can furniſh his Traders with eyery 
thing they need : but one ſells this ware, ano- 
ther that :: here men ſail to one Countrey for 
one Commodity, and to another Countrey for 
other Wares : & Vu ranlack Nature's treaſures 
by Sea and Land, borrow ſomething from every 
Naticn , that hath a peculiar exellency , to 
make up their ſupplies, and furniſh all their oc- 
cahions, and pleaſures : but the Lord Jeſus 
hath all that in him, and at his difpoſe, 
which you need: he can ſupply all your 
wants, having all fulneſs dwelling 1m him, 
Phil. 4. 19. He. hath that in him which your 
Souls want, and the command of that you need 
fer your Bodies alfo : He can give you the de- 
fires of your heart, P/al. 37. 4. :He © able ts 
wake all grace abound towards you, that you al- 
ways, having all-ſuſficiency uw all things, ma 
abourd in every good work,, 2 Cor 9.8. Here's 
poleis than five Alls, that flow from the abili- 
ty of Chriſt toBelievers : All grace aboundi 

. inthem, All ſufficiency enjoy'd. by them, A 
ways, an All things, for All good works : Did 
Souls but bclicye the all-ſufficiency of _ 
they 
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they would not fo peoplen their ſpirits when in 
watt:s; with, what leat? and with what 
ſhall 1he clothed? and how ſhall | get this ? 
and the other 'merey I want, when all 15 offered 
t6 Wiſdom's Merchants freely ? for godlineſs 


hath the promiſe of the life that now is, and of 


\ thar whith is to-cyme - and theſe promiſes are 


it the hand-of Jeſus, for all that come to God 
by Him : "Al things are delivered to me of the 
Fithey, Matt. 11:27. The Lord Jeſus is not on- 
ly able to give you al} that you ask according 
to his will, having all things delivered to him 
for 'that end : but he can keep it for you, and 
ſecure it to your uſe: / am perſwaded rbat be 
i able to kftp that good thing I buve committed 
to bin, a0 awinſs that day, 2 Tim. 1. 12. This all- 
ſufficiency of Chriſt, is argument enough to 
new-Cavenant-ſoederates, for a calm and quiet 


, QCependance —_— and holy walking before 


him, Gen. 19. 

And that which is exceeding plealing to Tra- 
ders alfo, te is faithtol as well as able: he is 
one of his word, that makes good all his pro- 
miſes to @ tittle, to thoſe that by Faith deal 
with tim : Th# holyone of iſrael :cannor lie, or 
alter the word that is gone owt of | bis manth 


' bath he faid, and ſhall be not doit ? hath be ſpo- 


her, and ſhall he not make it gooa ? Numb, 21. 19. 
and Rev. 't. 5. He is the fairhſul Witneſs: faith- 
ful is his natne. 4d he that fate upon the Throne 
was called faithful and true, Rev. 19. 11. And 
faithfulneſ's is his nature, in comparilon of whom 
every a man is a liar :' Let God be true, and every 
man 4 liar, Rem.-$,"4. If the Lord Jeſus were 

| | | nop 
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not faithſul to his word and undertaking; the: 
Father would not have truſted him. with all the 
concerns of his glory and people in the world ; 
neither had he been a fit perſon for the Elet to: 
have committed unto him theig ſouls, and all 
that is dear to them + Men protniſe one thing, 
and do another+- affirm a thing that is not,” and 
this undoes many, the unfaithfulneſs of thoſe 
they deal with 3 but it isnot ſo with Chriſt, you 
may truſt on his fidelity :- Heaven and Earth 
ſhall ſooner tail; than one tittle of all that he 
hath ſpoken :' And therefore excellent- is that 
Trade which is carried On with ſo excellent a - 
Jeſus. 

Reaſ. 8. Thirdly, Weigh the terms on which 
this Trade is offered unto touls, and it will ap- 
pcar to be incomparably the beſt Trade. Forto 
ſuch as will ſet upon this Trade, : 

1 Goods to trade upon ſball be freely given. 

'2 Wiſdom to manage them will be fully inms- 
parted. | 

3 A'bleſſing on the due improvement of them 
ſhallbe enſured. 

4 To him ſhall the gloryof all be rengged. 

Firſt, Wiſdome*s wares are freely tendered to 
al) that will receive them, without money; and 
without-price : Come buy wine and milk, with- 
out money and without prices-Iſa. 55. 1. To him 
that is a thirſt will I give to drink, of the waters of 
life freely, Rev. 21.6. Here Merchants cannot 
ger or put off goods at that rate; there's no 
going to the world's markets without mone 
or credit : they that will have mens goods mult 
pay for them, \and many times have dear bar- 
gains : 
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gains; but the Lord Jeſus imparts his treaſures 
ecly', he paid dear for them, they coſt his 
heart blood, but he ſpares them freely; no? fil- 
veror gold will paſs in thoſe bargains. Simon 
| Magas had his offered gold, for the Holy Ghoft, 
thrown back with deteftation and deſtrution to 
boot, 'ARs 8. 18, 19, 70. Theterms on which 
this trade is driven are free; it cannot ſtand 
with the deſign of redemption” grate , which is 
to adyance the praiſe of the glory of grace, and 
to cut of all boaſting, that every mouth may be 
ſtopped; to admit of any thing from fallen man 
that might look _Tike* a compenſation of ſalva- 
tion mercies,; neither is there any thing beneath 
Chriſt's merits, that can equalize the worth of 
heavenly ings : and alas what have they to 
'part with, who have loſt themſelves? and to 
give to God, who have nothing but what they 
receive from him ? It muſt needs therefore be 
altogether ſreely given, whatever is received 
in order to ſalvation:  O bleſſed news to pobr 
traders, that *their poverty is .no bar to this 
employment : the pooreſt may receive of Wiſ- 
 Cdome's wares, as well as the rich, ſeeing it is a 
free trade ; and whatever makes a difference on 
the creatures part, is laid aſide inthe diſpenfation 
of ſpiritual mercies: Here are no Monopolies, 
or hard ifmpoſitions upon this trade: no re- 
ſtraint from ſetting up, or ſelling out of Wil- 
come's goods,'in any parts of the world. Ciries 
have their encloſures, Corporations their ,bars 
to keep out ſtrangers from their priviledges : 
but in this trade all perſons, be they who they 
will that will come oyer to Wiſdomhe's Met-. 
| chandiſe, 


* o 


chaiſe, have right to carry on. this work of 
godlinels in all places wherever they are. © The 
heavenly trade is a free trade, googs freely gi- 
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ven, and liberty to ferup in all places, - and -to | 


all perlons. | | 

Secondly, bs goods tb trade upon are freely 

ivenz ſo wildame to-manage them- ſhall. be 
ully imparted : This is a priviledge which fel- 
Ters on earth will not afford; you tway have 
their goods at their price, bout not inftruftions 
how to diſpofe *them to your advantage; bur 
this great Merchant in Heaven, with his wares, 
gives sKill to uſc them - / am the Lord thy God 
which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee 


| z the way thou ſbouldeſt go, Iſa, 48, 17. If thou' 


ft: her, as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her as for 
(8; ah ſure, fon gu prahas Fu the ful 
the Lord, and find the knowledge of God : For the 
* Lord giveth wiſdome, out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and underſtanding : He layeth up ſound 


wiſdome for the i T hen ſhalt thou under- 


ſtand righteouſneſs, and judgement, and equity 4 
every good path, Prov.2. 4, 5, 6.9. The foul that 
ſceketh for Wildome's wares, ſhall, with- it find 
inſtruRtion how to uſe them: 7 will inſtrutt 
thee, and teach thee in the way which thou ſhouldeſt 
£0. I will guide thee with my eyes, Þſal. y2,8. 
He will be eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
Fob. 29. 15. the Lord Jeſus will find all in this 
heavenly trade, goods, and tools, and kill, and 
ſtrength, and all : Surely ſhall- one ſay, in the 
Lord have I righteouſneſs and firength. 
Thirdly, A bleſſing on the due improvement 
of theſe ſhall be- ealured to all his traders : The 
way- 
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» workmen ſhall not labourin vain, x Cor. 2 bs 


_ "iy the de Trade, - 35 
wayfaring man ſhall not erre, Iſa. (5, 8. His 


For tus bl 1 upon his people, Pſal.z. $8. Thou 
ren gat oo be eftabliſhed unts 
thee, ani the light ſhall ſhine upon thy wazes, Fob 
22.21. The book.of the Law ſhall not depart ous 

thy. month, but thou ſhalt meditate therein day 
ard night, that thow mayeſt obſerve to do accord- 
6g to all that is wrirten therein, ( this is the hea- 


| brew Ages to fulfill” after God and ſuch ſhall 


profper ;) for then thou ſhale make thy way proſ- 


| perond, ind then thou ſhalt have god ſucceſs, Foſh. 


1.8. No Merchant will undertake to make 
their dealers profperovs; they muſt trade. at 

eat uncertainties, and runthe adventure as to 
the iſſue of all -Bleſfings come not out of carth- 
ly ſhops, but from a divine hand, let come what 
will in the way : Bleſſings will furely come at 
the cnd to thoſe 'that caſt out at Chriſt's bid- 
ing, and trade by his 'inftrution in Wiſdome's 


_  'Metchandiſe, let men curſe; let devils vex, tet 


North-winds blow, and blow down too their 
corthly comforts, yet God will bleſs them that 
fear him, every one, Þ/al. I15- 13. He will bleſs 
thein'in/life, and" blefs them in death; and is 
not this good trading, to be Ture of bleſſings in 
the way; and blefſednefs at the end ? 1 Per. 1. c. 

-Fourthly, Another Condition in this Trade is, 
That God ſhall haye all the, glory, but they 
that trade with-and for him Thall have all the 
g00d that comes by it : This is the head Rent 
which" the great Lord reſerves to himſelf, and 


| willnot part with to another : My glory wil [ 


net give foarocther, Iſa. 41. 11, This is his great 
4 deſign 


22 "The Heavenly Trade * 
deſign in all the works of his hands, and gifrs $f 
grace, that hc ma y be glorified : The people ſhall » 

e all righteoms, the branch of my Planting, the work, 
of my hand, -that { may be glorified. This ig. God's 
great end in beſtowing redemption \mercies, to 
havo all the glory 'to. himſelf, who worketh all 
things after the counſel of his own will, that we 
ſhould be ta the praiſe of his glory, Epheſ. 1: 12. 
Chriſtians, the Rent muſt be the Lords, the fruit 
ſhall be yours;: Who ſo keepeth the fig-tree ſhall 
eat the ſruit thereof. Prav. 27. 18. All the ſweet-" 
neſs of the Vine is for thoſe that poſleſs it, and 
the herbs'of the carth for them by whom it is 
dreſſed, I, 9.13. Heb.. 6.7. The righteon 


ſhall eat the frust of his doings, Iſa. 3. 10. The 
preſent comforts of holineſs are, not mean: Great 
peace have they that love thy Law, and nothing 
ſhall offend them, Þ ſal. 119. 165. Her waugs are 
+ Waies of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are peace. 
Religion.is the moſt pleaſant.trade ;, no delights 
like thoſe that are in God, and fetch'd,from- 
him : God gives the world the bones and keeps; 
the marrow. forhis labqurers ;. the godly: feed. 
on the wheat, the wicked.-haye, but.the dran :" 
look whatever good, comſart; credit and. hap- 
pineſs Religion can affard here, and to all erer- | 
nity, is their part that trade upon it ; Who phant- 
&h aVineyard, and eateth not the fruut theftof, 
1 Cor. 7.9, al 1748) 
Reaſ. 4. Laſtly, The Heavenly Trade muſt 
needs bc the beſt trade, becauſe it is the moſt 
profitable trade : This advantage that comes by 


godlineſs, makes it the beſt employment in the / 


world. We ule to fay, three things-make wy 
ers 
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tich, when the time and labour they 
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mater, to a river of pleaſyres? a Crown of 
I " ace +-f 4 
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derer rich, all which are found in the way af god « 


i Great) 
2 Sure turns; 
3 Quick, ; 


Now nothing turns to mote accoutit thati g 
thorough purſuit of piety : whatever men think, 
Religion is the moſt thtiving way, in, regard 
of the | 

Excellent CT ? | 
Abundant) Fruit (of we. 
Durable t | 


Firſt, Great returns will ſoon make 


end © is 


expend 

abundantly compenſated , ard the "they 
wom_s's, bring in far better : ſo is it 'with this | 

venly trade: there is no, proportion in their 
adventures to their returns :- their duties 'are 
poor imperſet things when they have done 
all, they are ynprofitable ſervants, but their re- 
ward is great and glorious; their affliftions light 
and momentary, but the ifue, a far more 'ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of Flory, 1 Gr... 18. 
It's great profit indeed, *when ome weak works 


of faith,: and labours of love, a little patience, 


for a time, ſhall be reward- 
xeſt, pleaſure and glory » there 
between the race and price, ' this 
crowning - What's 'a cup of. cold 


{ 
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thorys,” to. a' Crown - of Glory? the works 
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frowns, to divine {miles? conſcience-troubles,' 


. to theconſolations of God? a few tears, fears, 
watchings ,faintings,dutics,afflitions, to'the joys 
of the Lord,into which they ſhall for ever enter ? 
It's a great bargain to part with-baſe things, 
for excellent ; beaſtly luſts, for the beauties of 
holineſs : anunclean, for a clcan heart; vile af- 
fections for . vertuous diſpolitions ; filthy rags, 
for fair garments z -a--dody-of death, for a Ipiric 
of life. Tolet go the world for God, fellow- 
ſhip with devils, for communion with Chrift, 
to loſe guilt, and to gain righteouſneſs, to 
eſcape Hell, ta: obtain Heaven ;; this is great 
gain. \ To {wap away-old things,. forgew: rot- 
ten things, for ſound : hypacriſie, for ſince- 
#yc:{ics; for truthg1s.a good bargain, To ex: 
change empty things, for latisfving : things that 
-ar6ngt for things.that are: goods. that periſh 
-with;.the-uſing, for things that wax not old: 
fading/trifles for cternalcreaſures: is a thriving 
trade indeed- and. ſuch. are the incomes of this 
-Hegvenly Trade, they are incomparably great 
and..cxcellear, there's nothing mean, nolow 
- price. goods, that, Wiſdome's Mcrchants deal 
. aþour,,;;all. their. riches arg pleaſant and pre 
_cious-; By Kgvoledge foal the chambers be filled 
- with. all precious ad pleaſant rwhes, precious 
Aaith, precious promiſes, the. precious dlood \of 
. Chriſt, precious thoughts of God. are ſome of 
| Fo pacrloys ſubſtance heavenly Traders meg 
- with, inthe way of holineſs; -Belides, this put 
ſuit of godlinels enters. ſouls into an acquai 
 Jance,and . converſe. with God, apd helps -*, 
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- is the deft Trade, 55 
to keep an entercourle with Heaven and to 
maintain a, life above and beyond the reach of 
all others; and is not this great advantage? 

Religion alſo helps mento bleſſed experien- 
ces of the love, power, greatneſs and faithful- 
neſs' of God and this conſtant employment a- 
bout heavenly things, makes the way pleaſant 
and delightful, and fitls the foul with much, con- 
tentment with its lot in the world, whatever the 
tryals, loſſes and ſufferings may be that they 
are expoſed to. ' Alto the driving this Heavenly 
" W Trade ſecures the good and comfort of all their 
other intereſts, and {weetens their portion, whe- 
ther more or leſs, that Sovereign pleafure allots 
them in the world, bringing all their concerns 
under divine care and promiſe ſor their good, 
"comfort and ſufficient ſupply in their paſſage 
h home: And are not all theſe great returns 
F- enough to make the Heavenly Trade the. great- 

"WM <c| intereſt and advantage beyond all others in 
the world. 

Secondly,Sure returns make Traders rich : 
Merchants that drive gainfull trades, count if one 
Adventure to' two or three come ſafely home, 
they get well : but all regular Adventures in 
this Heavenly Trade are fecured, Their labour 
ſhall not be 3n vain in the Lord, 1Cor. 15. 58. 
not- one of their ſincereattempts in the way of 
God ſhall miſcarry: never 2 pious duty loſt; 
all their ſowings to the ſpirit ſhall ſurely \pring 
© into a bleſſed ray Gal, 6:6. T. 95 they 
ow un tears,yet t ll reap in joy, Pſal. 126, 
"6 Thong they 7 forth = SrY<4 yet if they 
bear' precious feed, they ſhall doubtleſs come 

Ex BD 2 | again 
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again with rejoycing, bringing their ſheaves with 
them : God is not unrighteous to forget their work ' 
and labour of love ſhewn towards bis Name, ' Heb. 
6. 16. God is ingaped in juſtice to. fee the Ad- 
ventures of Believers ſafely returned into their 
harbour; he bath promiſed" it and cannot be 
unfaithful ; neither doth: it confiſt with his ho- 
nour,”to put Believers on an unprofitable ſer- 
vice: he never ſaid ro the houſe of Jacob, Seek 
ye me in varn, Iſa. 45: 19. Ingenious men love 
to fee their ſervants thrive - Will Chriſt think 
you, let his labourers be loſers? their works 
ſhall furcly follow them into their. reſt, Rev; 
14- 13. how ever they may be out of fight in- 
their paſſage towards it, ſecing God's Word lies 
at fake for it. 

The blood of Chriſt ſtands engaged alſo for 
the {aſe returns of the Saints Adventures, that W 3 
are according to the will of God ; their religi- MW «5 
ous labours are part of the travel of his foul, WM $ 
which he muſt ſce ſecured, and they are the W c 
pleafure of the, Lord, which muſt proſper in his 0d 

a 
$ 
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hand, 1/a. 53. 10. 11 He is become a Surety 
for them unto God, and- a Surety for the Father 
unto them : By ſo mach was Feſus made a Surety + 
of a better teſtament, Heb.7. 2.2. The Covenants tt 
called herea Teſtament, as relating to the Saints © b1 
priviledges and intereſts, which by that Cove © 
nant becomes due to. them, and ſhall be ſurely 


made good to them uponthe account of Chrit's I th 
Suretiſhip for it : He is the Surcty of 'this T6 th 
ſtament or Covenant, and every promiſe of it? Þi 
one of which is, That what they Sow to theſf H 


Spirit, they ſhall-reap in glory : their la -_ 
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; ſhall notbejnvain: and to make all the pro» 

miſes good, both the condition and bleſſing to 
. the foederates of this new-Covenant, hath the 
: Lord Jeſus laid down his precious Blood, which 
r cannot be loſt, Heb. g. 15. but it would be caſt 
away, could Believers religious duties be in 


vain. 
Another thing that ſecures the Saints advan- 
k WY tages by this heavenly Trade, is this; that their 
e trading is the work and produdt of his own 
k Spirit ; their duties are his work : Thow haſt 
$0 wrought all our works in ws, Iſa. 26.22. It « 
1 God that worketh in youto will andto do, accor- 
nt ding to his geod pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13, Not that 
s WH we are ſufficient of our ſelyes to think, any thi 
'of our ſelves, but our ſufficiency is of God, 2 Col. 
3. 5- They are his wor p, created to good 


— 
”y 


at works, Eph. 2. 10. by whole influence they are 
i- WW a&ed, andled by the ſpirit of God, Row.$. 14, 
1; So that further than the ſpirit of the living 
he W creatures move; their wheels cannot move, nor 
is W dp any thing graciouſly, further than their works 
ty arc wrought of God, and by God, 7oh..3. 21. 
er W 50 that Believers labours in this heavenly Trade, 


are the works of the eternal Spirit ; and ſhould 
their work be loft, the Spirit of God would la- 
bourin' vain, and his work caſt away z which 
+ cannot be, 7/a. 4x5. 18. | 

ly Laſtly, The Lord Jeſus is.an adventurer with 
them, his Glory and Kingdom is concerned in 
this teavenly Trade: when his Will is done, 
= Kinglos, is come, Mat.6.10.and 1Theſ. 4.3. 
Holineſs is his will, and a conformity to his 
Law, and he is engag'd- to the Father, for the 
| | Dz3z' Saints 
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Saints holineſs and happineſs, for their grace 
and glory , As thou bait given him power over 
all fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal life to as ma- 
ny as thou haſt given bim , Fo. 17.2, 12- The Fa- 
ther hath put all believers into the hands of 
Chriſt , and intruſted him with their graces and 
glory , both which are incluced in eternal life: 
ver. 3. And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee, &c. that'is, this is the way to lik 
eterrial and the beginning of life eternal , even 
the grace of Faith, and ſaving knowledge of 
God: and this grace, as well as glory, is put 
into the hand of Chriſt for Belcivers, to be. 
kept for them ; and they are alſo put into his 
hand, to be kept by him through it unto glory : 
and in purſuance of this truſt, the Lord Jeſus is 
engaged, to keep his people: their graces, and 
the reward of them, for them, that they be 
not loſt; the advantages of this heavenl! 
Trade, are ſecured to Belcivers by the Lord 
Jeſus, his adventure with them, his truth, faith- 
fulneſs, and glory, is concern'd in thcir fafety : 
ſo that their returns are not only great, but ſure, 
; Thirdly , Quick returns, if great, are greatly 
enriching : Hence comes that Proverb, that 
light gain makes a heavy purſe, it brings great 
cuſtom, and that occaſions quick returns : Now: 
no, Trade brings quicker returns than the hea- 
venly Trade : Behold 1 come quickly, and my re- 
ward is with me, Rev. 2.2. 12. The Lord Jeſus 
not only makes good, but quick Payment; as 
foon as the work is done, he promiſeth to make 
—_ his word : Call #pon me #n the day of trou- 
le, and I will deliver thee, Pal. 50; 15. Nay, 
LR nf EX the 
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. the. bet Trade. 39 
the Lord Jeſus ſometimes pays before hand : 
And it ſhall come to 2 that befare they call, I 
will anſwer ;, and whites they are Jpeakeng 1 will 
hear, If 65-24.Men many times are for d to ſtay 
for their Money ,and ſometimes loſe it at laftz but 
the Believers gain is not oply ſure, but Y, 


Obj. What*s reaſon then, the people of God 
do complain of God's not hearing, aud deferring 
an anſwer to their requeſts ? And why are Be: 
lievers adviſed to patience, and long-ſuffering 
after they have fo the will of God , if the 
return of their Faith and Duties were ſo quick? 
This is the . experience, and complaint of the 
people of God in all ages, that God ſeems not to 
regard their Praiers, and to delay his comming to 
belp them. ! 
Sol. 1. Firſt, yet are the Saints returns quick, 
becauſe they are in due time, God never de- 
lays to perform his word, when the Belciver 
hath need of it, in the needful time of trou- 
ble, he will ſurely hear, 14y Ged ſball ſupply ' all 
your wants, Phil. 4.19. When once the Soul 
comes to ſtand in real want, then God will ſure- 
ly pay him , When the poor and needy ſeek water, 
and there ss none, and their tongue faileth for 
thirſt, Ithe Lord will bear them, Iſa. 40. 17. 
When once they come 'to be needy, then God 
will with-hold no longer, but will help, this he 
hath promiſed, they ſhall not want any good 

thing, Pſal.z4. 10 
Secondly, If the Lord do not pay preſently, 
he will give'uſe for it, they ſhall loſe nothing 
by forhgarance, But when he comes, he will bring 
P ' Da bis 
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his reward with him Iſa. 40. 10. Not only a re- 
ward of his work done by them, but 2 reward 
of their patient waiting for his promiſes alſo, 
their mercy ſhall be fo much the: ſweere., for 
their want of it, — for it. O! how 
welcome are long-look"d-for mercies , when 
they come, then is every mercy doub'e ; God 
cried Fob long by [with-bolding mercy, but ſee 
theend of Fob , God paid double for what | he 
cook, and with-held from him, Fob 42. 10. Re- 
rurns are ſure always in the necdful-and ſealona: 
ble time ; and if God delays, he will- pay well 
of it. - | 
;: To which I might add this alſo.; Many times 
Wiſdom's Merthants are the cauſe of- theſe de- / 
kys, by their unfaithfulneſs in their trade, or 
their unfitneſs for their rerurns : The dilagent 
band wihes rich, Prov. 10. 4. -Souls that are 
ative and faithful in the whole of Religion, 
os" no caule to complain of God's flack 
ment. ' 
"Eo much by way of demonſtration of the 
pole That the Heavenly Trade + is the beſt 
fade: no Merchandiſe like Wiſdom's Mer- 
e. 


'S Pe th 
Now, to come to ſome improvement of the Point. 
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;;-Firſt,If the heavenly Trade he the heſt Trade, 
het it's ſtrange that ſo few da {et upon this 
rade; perſons that are to enter , upon lomg 
uſe bf lifr;and would fain live in theWor , 


are 
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are willing to take the beft Trade that is at- 
tainable = them, if thoy can bur reach it, and 
| have wherewithal to carry ir on; who would 
ſpend his time and ſtrength in. low , fordid and 
mechanick ſervices, which cannot maintain, or 
enrich him.z if a brave, generous and wealthy 
Calling did offer it felf, and mighe be compaſſed ? 
and yet ſuch is the folly of moſt under the 
olpel, who are ready to chooſe any thing bur 
odlineſs, and to fall in with every propelal for 
their employmenit, rather than to engage about 
| the work of Salvation :. Men are wile in their 
generation, and know in other things how to 
| chooſe the beſt bargains, only in the things of 
| their Souls are fooliſh, and can be content to 
gre ſhadows, and let go the fubſtance?, to 
| lay ont all their deſires, hopes - and labours 
about a life that periſheth, negleAing the vaſt 
concerns of another World, and the welfare of 
their immortal Souls : Is not this folly ? Poor 
Sinners, let me, reaſon a little with you, if peſ- 
fible to recover your loſt underſtanding : come, 
1 be your own judges : Is it your intereſt (think 
; you}) to adventure your All, for things that 
cannot abide with you when obtained, nor 1a- 
tice you if they ſtay ? things that can but 
| bringyou to Four Grave, and accompany your 
bodies to the Houſe of Mourning, and there * 
leave yon: unleſs they ſhew you the way to 
Hell alſo. Is it not madneſsto adventure your 
| Souls fora trade, pleaſures and treaſures of fo 
ſhort continuance, and little advantage ? things 
that you will ſhortly be as weary of, as nowde- 
\ firous, and throw them to the Bats and —_ 
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of the Earth, that you, may go into the Rocks 
to hide you from the fury of a Sia avenging 
God? Will you ſpend all upon time, and lay 
up nothing for eternity * Or ,.is it rational tg 
think that you ſhould reap” where you never 
ſowed, and poſſeſs the benefit of that Trade ' 
you neyerdrove? Gal. '6.'7, 8.” Can you think 
to reach Heaven hereafter, and never walk one 
foot in the way to it here ? Certainly , what 
men ſow, that they ſhall reap : Can you imagine 
the things of Heaven to be ſocheap, as to be 
had without looking after ? Alas, things far in- 
ferior cannot be fo eaſily obtained ; it may 
coſt fome of you many tuggings, much ſwear, 
labour and expence to get but a little of this 
World; and do you think to find this tried 
Gold without buying, and digging for it ? and 
is it a wiſe bargain (think you) to, puchaſe 
your deſirable Comforts with the lofs of your 
Souls ? and.that you may gain but a little of 
the World,. to part with a poſsibility of having 
Heaven ? What will it profit you to get the werld, 
{were you ſure ofevery part ofit) and to loſe 
your Souls ? Mit. 16. 26, . And what if you 
miſs. of your hopes in this, and fall ſhort of 
Heaven too ? never have what you look'd for 
on Earth, nor a place in Heaven neither; , will 
not your cale be then dreadful? O ! fooliſh 
Souls! that may be happy, but will not ; that 
may gzt into ſuch a courſe of life as would' en- 
rich you here, and for ever ;, but refuſcir, pre- 
ſetring a poor beggarly life before a rich and 
noble ſtate ; chooſing rather to trade with De- 
vils than God: to ſwap away your delight- 
ful 
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ful time: for doleful eternity ; your {alvation- 
priſes,for {winiſh pleaſures. O fad exchange for! 
to be bewailed, but not remedied : What? to 
barter away ſtrength for weakneſs ; deſires for 
emptineſs, labours -for vanity , hope for de- 
ſpair , precious fouls for periſhing ſhadows, 
an open door of grace for a ſhut door of glory; 
mercy for miſery , earth for hel] ? O fools in 
grain! tolet go ſuch a bargain, as being had, 
would for ever make you , and being loft may 
never be regained, bur in the room of it, an 
eternity to repent your time of folly , when 
tears and cries will be too late, when mercy 
ſhall have no repentings for you, bowels them- 
ſelves.no roulings over you,nor everlaſting arms 
any help for you, Mat. 25. 10. This is your 
danger (Sinners, this may be your caſe, who 
reſule wiſdom's counſels, chooſing death rather 
than life : you that would have none of Wilſ- 
dom's wares, nor work . but have rather va- 
Jued the Deyil's counters, before Chriſt's Gold, 
and' the pleaſures of fin, that are but for a ſea- 
ſon, before the treaſures of grace and glory, 
that are eternal, walking after the fleſh, and 
ſerving divers luſts, till your trading time for 
Heaven be almoſt over. Alas, Sinners, there 
may be, for any thing you know, but ſew Met- 
chandiſing hours left for you in this World, it 
may be ſcarce a Sabbath more between ſome of 
you, -and hell : in what a caſe then ate you like 
to be, who never ſet upon this heavenly Trade 
to. this very day ? and ſhould you now go out 
ofthis World ftrangers to this employment, in 
iyhat a dolefſul ſtate will your Souls be for _ 

when 
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when you"cometo 'polleſs the eternal fruif* of 
your bad bargain, then could any lay their cars 
to'Hell-gates,and liſten at your cries,they would 
hear ſuch language as this from your trembling 
lizs, Folly, Folly, Woe, Woe, Eternity, Eternity. 
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Secondly, This calls to, mourning over the 
great decaics of this Heavenly Trade, in the 
times and places wherein we live: Loſs of 
Trade is calily reſented as an evil caſe, a matter 
of trouble. Men uſe to be affefted with hard 
times, when a death lies on their intereſt, ahd 
their carthly concerns are ata loſs; and this is 
the cafe of moſt men this day; all places are 
full of complaints about their affairs in the 
world; there's a moth in mens labours and 
dealings, and .it is eaſily ſeen and felt; the heavy 
looks, and heartleſs carriages of many, do plain- 
ly demonſtrate « ſenſe of their temporal waſtes, 
and their mouths vent ſuch language : The times 
are hard, and the trade of the Nation gone : Eut 
alas! where are the mourners of $:ox ? and who 
is afflicted-at the decaics of godlinels, and death 
on this Heavenly Trade? Though there is no- 
thing more viſible and lamentable than the fal- 
ing ck in Religion ; yet who laies it to heart ? 

yrs is rightly affefted with this important 
eval” 

Now towards the cure of this inſenſiblenels, 
and to awaken our hearts to a due apprehen- 
{ivencfs of our evil caſe, by reaſon of the de- 
caics of godlincels ; 1 ſhall- | 
1 Lay 
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1 Lay down ſome ſympromes evidencing it to 
be our caſe, ' that there are real and great 
decaies of this Heavenly Trade in the 
time and places wherein we live. 

2 Shew why this ſhould be for a lamenitation. 


\ 


Firſt, That this Heavenly Trade goes back and 
decaies, is ſo evident, that hes a ſtranger in- our 
Iſrael, and hath too much of a ſpirit unconcern'd 
in theſe matters, who doth not plainly ſee Re- 
ligion, and the power of Godlineſs dying and 
languiſhing in moſt places and perſons. 

Now the better to evince this ſad truth,'I ſhall 
proceed in a plain and familiar method, keeping 
to the Metaphorin the Text,and the uſual ſymp- 
tomes of decay'd Trading. 

'Six things uſually ſhew the decaies of earthly 
Trading, all which are concluſive of the point 
in hand, and diſcover bad times for 'picty, and 
great waſtes of Religion. | 

Firſt, When the price of things is much faPn, 
and the rates very low, and goods-are worth 
little or nothing ;, then men ſay, it's bad trading. 
So it is now in this Heavenly Trade; the rate 
and value of divine things is much abated 5 Wif- 
dom's goods [cem little worth to many - There 
was a time when Heavenly Wares. were highly 

ized : the Word of God was preciousto ſouls, 

better to Saints than thouſands of gold and 
lilver : they could have parted with all the 
world, to enjoy God in Ordinances: eftaze,caſe, 
credit, were nothing to « place in God's houſe: 
and one view 'of | his .countenance was better 
than. life : Oh how ſweet were the meowrgs 


his mouth ? muth ſweeter than the honey and 
honey-comb : Men could tet their own-ploughs 
ſtand (till; to fer their hands to God's plough ; 
with Mary, they could negle&t any bulinels. to 
fit at Chriſts feet, Znke 10. 39. leave their ap. 
pointed food, and moſt pleaſant delicacies, for 
one draught of Sanftuary-waters ; yea but for 
one (ip of divine fweetnels, they could break 
their reſt, leave all for Chriſt's company ; bear 


frowns, threatnings, loſſes, © ſufferings , with 


wonderfull caſe, for ſome fellowſhip with God 
and his people ; they would nor lofe a praying 
or hearing hour, whatever it coſt them 3+ they 
would ſtick at no hardſhips; price ſhould never 
break between Gheiſt and them 3 ſubſcribe any 
terms ; and count it a cheap bargain too, if- at 
any rate they might obtain grace , and lome 
ipiritual goad to their ſouls. But alas ! now thie 
calc isalrcred; few will bid much for the pre- 
cious things of Sion, eventhey that could have 
plucked out their eyes, and have given them to 
zhe Meſſengers of Chriſt, now think it too dear 
$9 pluck their hands out -0i their boſomes to 
open the door to Chriſt himfelf: Now foul- 
priviledges .are worth lictle or, nothing : Ser- 
Mons, ſociety. of Saints ate ſcarce counted worth 
the parting with a little time; caſe, buſineſs, or 
Iriend, to enjoy, them. A. ſhop, 4 market, is 
'better than tho {olemn'meeting with moſt - few 
.can ſtep over a ftraw, and forbear to gather 'a 
Little ftubhle, though it be to, get- the unſearch- 
.able treaſure of Chriſt : This 4s-the ſad. temper 
.of. moſt Profeſſours this dey;.,they Bag Ar 
- + cir eſtimation of, Chriſt 'and, ſpiruual, things; 


they” 
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| they « do not value-(let men talk what they will ) 


God; above the world; Chriſt, above reſt ; one 
day in bis-Courts, above a thouſand elſewhere; 
his pfecious Word, above their appointed food : 
moſt- think it more- adviſeable to take fealons 
{br the-world, than for Heaven; rather to baulk 
many Sermons, than looſe a lirtle profit and op- 
portunify, though but of very ſmall advantage in 


' the world: Mn are full,and rich,and have goods 


enough ; they think they know enough already ; 
have heard enough, 'prayed enough; they 
feel no want of,nor ſee worth in ſpiritual things 3 
and therefore offer {o little for ſoul-advantages 3 
and this, beſpeaks manifeſtly the decay of this 
Heavenly Trade. 

Secondly , Fewnels of huyers argnes bad 


_ trading. Among men, -when Chapmen are 


fcarce, few take off any goods; wares lie on 
mens hands and will not off; then men fay, 
Trade is fal'n : Thus it isin this Heavenly Trade, 
thereare few buyers of Wiſdom's Wares: choice 
goods lie onſellers hands, and will not off - my 
not the Lord Jeſus complain as formerly Wifſ- 
dom did, Prov. 1,':24. I have called, and ye re- 
fuſed; 1 have ſtretched out my - hands, and no 
man regarded ; you bave ſet at nought all my coun- 
els, and would' have none of my reproof. And as 
the Servants of God inthe parable, Mar. t 1.17. 
Wy have piped unto you, and ye have not danced 
we have moxried, and ye have not lamented Mar- 
kets are full in many places; the: Lord: Jeſus 
hathmuch goods expoſed to ſale, and there 'are 
many Chapmen;; but few buyers 3 perſons come 
to Religious Aſſemblics and. Sermons, as _ 
| 9 


do to Fairs, to ſce, and'be ſeen; to gaze on 
goods, but-not to buy ; few will take Chrilt's 
wares on his own terms; and come up to the. 
lelling-price ; God, grace and glory , arc too 
dear for many mens meney; they like ſowe 
goods, but the price is too high: ſome could - 
be content to have Chriſt; but to deny thewp- 
{elves, take up their Crofs, leave all, and follow: 
Chriſt; thatthey think is too dear, and break 
for price, £4t, 16.24. Heaven is defireable at laſt; 
but the world at preſent:they could be content to 
take Heaven in reverfion, when the leale ob their 
worldly intereſts is expired; and to receive 
their portion there, when all is gone here : but 
totrade above now, andtranſport their earthly 
treaſures to Heaven, while they enjoy ther on 
earth, that's too hard for them; ſuch guods, 
{uch overtures will not off ; perſons will not re- 
ccive the Word of God as the Word-of God : 
they will not take - threatnings to fear them, 
warnings to regard them, promiles to believe 
them, precepts to, obey them. May not moſt 
Miniſters complain, Who hath believed omr. re- 
port ? and to whom us the arm.of the Lord reveal- 
ed? Iſa.$3.1. - Moſt like and commend ſer- 
mons, but few receive and obey them ;, it's la- 
mentable to conlider how. little of a Sermon. is 
carried away, remembred and pradtiſed : This 
is the fin of Protefſours, and ſome that paſs ſor 
more than ordinary, and yet are guilty of this 
carelcſs, forgetful and unprofitable hearing : per- 
fans entertain truths, as they do their acquain- 
_ Tance* - when they meet them on the way, ſhake 
." handsand them: be exceeding glad - 
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ſee them, and then bid them farewel ; thar's rhe 
reaſon the Lord-Jelus carries back fo” much 
goods from Markers z his wares will not off, 
men buy notz: And hence” it is alſo that Chriſt * 
turns back their duties; he will not receive the 
goods of ſuch neither, and this makes bad trad- 
ing for Heaven, | 
Thirdly, Want of employment is a fign of 
bad:trading: When Trade g00d, every tin's 
hand is full urs rg. ao teorg are out of 
aployment, ve nothing ro fer their hand 
oy ck ftand idle in rhe Market-place, this 
ſhews a'Gdecay of Trade® And is it not ſor with 
Wiſdom's Labourers now ?' Perſons 'profeſſing 
God, were otice aftive in Religion, but are 
now grown flothful in ſpiritual buſineſs. Where 
ok woekaof foith, thelabours of love, the 
fruits of the: ſpirit among Chriſtians this-day 7 
who is fervent in ſpirit ? Epbef. 6: 18, who ftrives 
in prayer, watching thereunto with al} perſeve- 
ratice ? Foh. 6.27. where arethey that labour 
even unto wearinels for the bread rhat endures ? 
Heb. 12. rt. running even unto fainting! in: the 
race thats ſet before them ? Rev: 7, 15. Serv- 
mg God day and night in his Temple, and 
g diligent that they may be found of. him 

in peace, 2 Pet. 3. 14. What Pharoab charged 
on the Hebrews, whew attempring liberty to 
ſerve God, may be with much more Juftice re- 
feed on thoſe that profeſs ro ferve God ;, and 
though they: may, yer do not - Te are- 1dle, ye 
ave Idle . andihence it'is mens hearts go a 
whoring after the world, and the flefh, with the 
luſts t creof 37 it is becavle they are ſlothfal in 
| E ſpirits 
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cauſeth.the work of God to'ceaſe;Neb. 4. 11. 
It-is but little work moſt do for God this Cay ; 


how. cold, dead, formal, flighty j/are many in du. 


ty, doing the work of » God: deceitfully, their 
op-n coniciences being Judges ?. Fer. 48. 10. few 
labour- with their hearts before they come to 
hear, in-hearingand-«fter hearing; to get ſome 
{oul-good by it z Men arc uſually pleated with 


a Lamb, though-there:be no:oyl in itz cannot - 


be {contented - without. ſome duty, but well 


pleated with -bare-duty : To be nothing in Re-' 


ligien-. troubles them 4 but to be-ſomerhing, 
though-never ſo little, fatisfieth' thera: and'if 
this be' Popery:to/irgſt in the work done, how 


many  Papiſts have: we. amongſt -us this day ? . 
Certajoly Profeſſors-arc /; generally: aſleep, or 
{lumbering ; they: do+their work ſo badly and- 


heartleſly, their work falls ourtof. their hand, as 
tings from -\men aſleep adtive for the 
world, as ' if they could: never do enough ; but 
foon tyr'd in the work of God; dilpatch but 
little of - heavenly wotk from day to day, from 
one Sabbath to 'another; little heart-fearching, 
toul-watchins work. is done .little in-door em- 


ployment is carried on;/- the exerciſe of Faith, 
Hopes humility, patieuce, zeal, ſelf-denial, ſeems 


a ſtranger to a» great many this.day; not for 
want. of occaſions or encouragements-to work; 
(the Lord is ftill calling upon his'Labourers to 
make haſte) but for want of hearts -to work, 
And this {piritual floth proves that the Heavenly 
Trade is much loft. - | Maſt 
Fourthly, The: poverty _ of Traders vlaialy 
. | ews 
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ſpirit z..a death is upop/their hearts , and- this ' 
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ſhews Trading is' not  goud. « 'wher a Trade doth 
- fot maintain"rhe Trader, but he ſtill goes Pb 
and betothe&'pboter; then ſurely” rradin ing is 


mg The tiligthe and Waker Vic, BY Prop 16k ja 
When ings is goods Traders uſually thrive 


and live well upn it ;” but when they waſte 'a 
become poor * then trading decaies : So is it 
with Heavenly. Fraders, Ne they drive a good 
Trade for © Beg they grow, rich, apace.'to- 
wards" hes : {Sukk : ian oe 
wares ar foul oe wares; : "Ay friut.v' bets 
ter than gol, yea hes fc $94; ,and my revenue 
than choice filuer, Pr "ATA Men account 
thoſe to be rich who favs ihoch of ld and fil- 
ver ; :but Wiſdoin's fruit is better tha gold and 
therefore muſt. necds be enriching : they. that 
have this Ty cannot” be, poor: Hence it is 
Chrift' counſels Laodicea to Bay of him gold 
eyed in ay fire,, that ſhe, might 'be rich, ; 
3'1. But 4tks” Pen er in Teintuals are petſons 
generally this Wy, Tbirefore, 1 [aid, Swrely.the/e 
are poor, they" are - for "they know "not. the 
way of the, Lord, ſod OTF of therr God, 
Ter. 5. 4. "Uing<quaintets ; - with the Wes. of 
God, when 'men walk 'wi Religio 
loſe theix ric and cloſe.” ns with 
they ſoon become poor ind; fooliſh: And bg is 
the caſe of many every where z, they give a car- 
nal libetry to.thetnſclves «hd indy ulge'a freedom 
to walk after the Hght Nl heig. pon yeh, and 
not'by rule ;'#hd where this 1s, there is ſoul- 
poverty, which' is to09 viſible_ig mol this day. 
Chriſtians, dv but obſerve vines own hearts and 
others, and you will find this ſpiritual poverty 
E 3 abound- 
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Formegy (by affeions'were warm and live- 
ly aſter God, this word and ways: O / how 
precious were his inted Feafts and. his. Ta- 
bernacles amiable ? thou couldft delight in ap- 
roaching to God, and talk. of a blefſedneſs in 
is preſence. O 44-4, 4 Lees and joy 
thy heart did find in thy Cloſet, in ſpiritual Con- 
verſes, and Duties, and publick Ordinances ? 
thou couldſt weep .over-fin.,, and bedew thy 
paere with tears, and find thy heart burn with- 
in thee while Chriſt was Tpeaking, and melted 
under the warm beams of divine love. But, 
alas, now it..15. not ſo ;, now thy affections, are 
dead, thy hart as col as-a ſtone ; all the while 
thou art ſpeaking to God in Prayer, or God 
ſpeaking to thee in his Word, thou findeſt. no 
more ſavour in Ordinances, Duties, and Chriſti 
an Converles, than .in the. white of an Egg 
Fob. 6. 16. Thou findeſt not that delight in fer 
as formerly, and the night of thy pleaſure is 
turned to fear unto thee, 1/a. 21. 4. This is 
Soul-poverty. 
Again, there was a time alſo, when thy Will, 


[ 


like the great Wheel inthe Clock, could. move 


regularly after God ; thou couldſt choole God 
for thy chicfelt intereſt, and Chriſt for thy only 
treaſure; preferring an_ intereſt in him above 
ten thouſand Worlds : thou couldſt have voted 
for communion with God, before thy meat. and 
drink; and one hours fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
beyond all the delights on Earth ; thay couldt 
choole the things that pleaſe God, and deny 
thy own. plealure to give content to him: thou 
couldſt once igk to thy firſt choice, arid ps 
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the'pyrpoſe of thy heart cleaving to God, 4, 
11/'23., Thou couldft once reſolve ,” and keep 
thy reſvlprions ; *twaveafier to take thy heart 
out"of thy body, than to gain thy conſent to 
part 'with Chrift, his 'prefence "and ways. Bur 
now thy will is hardly 'drawn after pure and 
conſtant enjoyments of-God in his ways: O'! 
how difficult a'thing is to perſwade thy will 
ro let goall for Chriſt, to keave wn Ape, to 
attend'on God , to part with the world and ſelf. 
ro wait on, God, ©to throw all over-board to 
take in Chriſt ! How hard is it now, to conſent 
that Chriſt ſhall have all command of thy 
Soul,” and diſpoſe of thy deareſt intereſts /: now 
thou findeſt 'it a work above thee, ro keep thy 
heart'in order one hour, or to perform the pur- 
poſes” of thy Soul to God and Godlinels ; thou. 
refolveſt, and changeft every day ; thou voweſt, 
and' breakeft thy vows continually ;* there is no 
Redaftneſs in thy ſpirit : this alſo befpeaks'thy 
Soul-poverty. | | 
.There was a time. alſo when thy Confcience 
was "render, thy heart could ſmite the for 
theleaſt fin; * thy- Conſcience could hold- thee 
tothe greateſt duty,, and hind thee tothy good 
behayiour.: than coold'ſt not go againſt the 
light"and checks '6f thy regulated Confrience;' 
were it to gain the” whole World. But now 
tis dad and quiet, it can bear the ſharpeſt 
trokes of. the two-edged Sword, and nor feel 
it, qr blecd ; ir makes little-or tho bones of fin 
againt Knowledge and mercy's fins that were 
befote troubleſome; now-go ttoyn' eaſily; it 
can, digeſt threatnings gnd terrors with little 
is t I ' troyble, 
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trouble, and ſleep while the arrows of the 
Lord's wrath flic about its cars ;'it canlet go 
mercies without regarding, and truths to pals 
away without entertainment : this is Soul- 
poverty, 

This thou can'ſt ſay too, there was formerly 
an aRtivity in thy Sonl for God, and the ſpring} 
of thy heart was ſtrong, and it ſet every whee 
a going: thou couldſt run, and not be weary ; 
walk, and not be faint: no religious duty was 
tireſome to thee.z no commands of God were 
grievous, 1'7oh.5. 3. no journeys ſeem'd long 
that led to God, nor Sermons tedious that ſpake 
of God : thy ſpirit was all life, when in holy 
company, and work : did any ſay, Come, let, us 

up, to the mountain of the houſe © of the 
Lad: Zach. $, 21. thou wouldſt ſayg 1 will 
go alſo, : If God did bur ſay, Seek thou my face, 
P ſal. 27.8. thy beart would preſently an{wers 
thy "face, Lord, will 1 feek. But now a dead- 
neſs ſcizeth upon thee, and ſlothtulnels gathers 
in over thy whole Soul: thou art ſoon weary 
'of well-doing, ard canſt not” hold out with God 
in conflits and diſhculties, as heretofore : thau- 
art not ſo diligent to prepare thy mcat in Sum- 
mer, Prov. 30. 25. nar to lay in proviſion for 
a Winter fpending-ſcafan : thou turneſt on thy 
bed as a door on its inchcs, and takeſt little 
pains with thy hart and converſation : thau 
loſeſt many an opportunity and advantaze fgr 
thy Soul, th;opgh thy dcadnels anlindifpoſition 
to good works; And doth no: this b:ſpegqx 
Soul-languiſhing, and poverty ? | 
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There are decays and poverty in thy life al- 
ſo, as well as ſpirit ; how. pnprofitable is now 
thy converſation, to what it was? there was a 
time when thy bow did abide in ſtrength, thy 
lips did diſperſe knowledge, Prov. 15.7. thy ſteps 
did drop{fatneſs : it was good to be in thy com- 

pany, few came from thee but were better'd. 
ut, alas ! now, how dwin-ling is thy light? 
haw jejune and fſaplefſs is thy converſe ? thy 
company little lovely, thy communications lit- 
tle profitable ; thy words cat as doth a Canker, 
it. ſears as a hot Iron, and deadens thoſe that 
hearit; thy breath freezes all that come ncar 
dis it ſo pn Eomiginy burden js 
Myr. Seogwick's, thy company. We turn all Re- 
cis gory ct 0 ligion ({aith oge) into a diſcowr/e, 
Church. S cenſure or diſpute : We can tat, 
and ri and talk, and ſin 4 
freely. This is a fad calc indeed, and belpeaks 
great decays of godlineſs, when perſons . be- 
come more poor, and impotent in their Souls. 
Fifrhly, Small adventures in Traders, to uſu- 
ally beſpeak bad Trading: when times arc hard, 
- and Goods go not off, Sellers buy but little and 
drive a lels Trade when improvements fail ; 
men are loath to adventure the principal, but 
preſently contra@ their Trade, and leflen their 
dealings. So *tis in this ſpiritual Trade, when 
Souls begin to decay. in it, and Trading is bad, 
they znarrow up their Trade, and lay out leſs of - 
rheir heart and ſtrength about it ; little of their 
Soul goes out. after God, and things above; 
they cannot adventure for God, as formerly; nor 
| tparetime for prayer,heating,reaging,holy con- 
63 vp ference, 
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'- (s the 
ſerence, as once could ; the ſtream of their 
affcRjons beginsto run another way : mow they 
are all for the world, felf, and vanity : buſineſs 
and intereſt cats up all their time : or at I-aft, 
they ſay to Chriſt, as David did to Mephibo- 
ſheth, ( Thou and Zibah divide the land : ) So, 
thou and the world, thou and pleaſures, thou 
and reputation divide my heart, time and 
ſtrength - this is too evident ; God hath not fo 
much of mens hearts, deſires, love, delight 
faith, hope, zeal, as heretofore ;” 'tis low waters 
all the year Tong with many : noheart'to dy- 
ty, as the Prophet complains : Whoredom 214 


Wine rake away the heart, Hoſ. 4.11. So ON 


—— 


veſt Trade. '57 


ſloth, the world, and (elf, take away the h 

few breathings aſter God, when abfent : or | 
light, when preſent : —_—_— to duty, cold, 
formal in dury : put off God with any thing : 
keep the beſt of the flock the prime of their 
ſtrength for themſelves and the world :- and turn 
off the Lord with a corrupt-thing, the reſiduc 
of their waſted affetions and ftrengrh, 271. 

I. 14. 

_Sixthly, Breaking ſhews bad Trading, when 
men can hold it no longer, but are forc'd to 
give over : they go back,-and waſte ſo faſt, that 
at laſt they ſhut up ſhop, -and are gone. The 
times we live in-are-a manifeſt inftance of this 
ruth: men breaking ever and anon, now one, 
then another : declares plainly Trading is bad. 
And thus *'tis with Wiſdom's Marchants this 
Gay: how many that have driven a brave trade 
of Profeſſion, made a great ſhew of Religion, 
were famous in their generation for Parts, and 

iccm- 
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58 The Yeavenly -Trade 

iceming Piety z but are now come to nothing, 
quite fatlen and gone z great Apoſtalies from the 
truth, ſaid. Shipwracks of Faith and Conſcience 
can theſe late times ſpeak of ! Men that ſeem'd 
like Stars; to give ablaze ſor a while, and then 
turn'd to' falling Meteors at laſt ; or, with the 
Sun, - that riſeth in a ſplendor, and ſers ina 
cloud ; The viſible apoſtacy, and groſs debag- 
chery of men profeſſing God in theſe. latter 
times, is great; but the ſecret degeneracy and 
backſlidings of heart, are much more:. many 
break, but more do warp. *Tis far eafier to ob- 
ſerve, than to be affeted with mens great de- 
clenſions'in Religion; ſome is principal, but 
ar in pratice; ſome with the fallen Angels 

c 


left their habitation, and fallen from their 

rſt ftatez others faulter in their profeſhon, 
and are fallen initheir ſtation : ſome with ſtor- 
my winds ' are ſhaken down ; others fully ripe, 
and gotten to the height of their profeſſion, 
looſen by degrees, and drop away : ſome fall 


from the tree, others root where they hang; 


fome trees have loſt their fruit, others ther 
very leaves, and are become twice dead : where 
can you caſt your eye, and not ſee fallings away 
cither from Faith, or faithfulneſs ? Men take up 
notions, and as cafily- leave them ; moſt build 
upon the 1and, little rootings in the truth : how 
caly vs it to draw men from their opinions? 
little Redfaſtneſs in love : how ſoon doth the 


- Tabours thereof ceaſe? a little trouble makes 


men tet go their profcfſion,: others loſe rhejc 


ftricine's in Religion, and grow more remils' 
"and lame'in dry, leaving their. firſt love, agd 
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"is the deft Trade. 59 
cloſe walks with Gods : And are not thelc ſuch 


manifeſt ſymptomes of decaying godlineſs, that 
he who rutis may read, and fee that the Hea- 
venly Trade "is almoſt come | to nothing this 
day ! _ 


2 Andthisis cauſe of mourning and to be 
greatly lajd to heart ; "who can ſee thele things 
and not be aff&ed : If there be any quick fleſh, 
how can it'burt bleed ? if any waters are let, 
furely qur eyes ſhould run doyn tears, and we 
pour out waters in Afiſpab before the Lord 
abundantly, for waſting, gaſping piety, that is 
even giving up the ghoſt : For where this Hua 
venly Trade decaies, 

Firſt; There is a growing ſtrangeneſs bet 
God and ſuch ſouls: While Trade is won M 
among men, there is much acquaintance, con- 
verſe and intimacy between them; there are 
ever and anon occaſions of writings, mectings 
and 'difcourſes while trading holds ; but when 
once that is let down, then communion cealeth ; 
they have little buſineſs one to another ; no 
more lctters paſs, or viſits given; '{eltgmelec 
one another, and fo at laſt grow out of acquain- 
tance with each other ; And thus *ris berween 
God and fouls; when once this Heavenly Trade 
is let down, a ſtrangeneſs begins between God 
and them, they are ſcldomer-in his company z 
neither are there ſuch inquiries aſter God as be- 
fore; There # none that calleth upon thy Name, 
that ftirreth up. himſelf to tage hold of thee + for 
thou haſt hid thy face from us, ard haſt cor fumd 
 beceuſe of our iniquities, Iſa. 64. 7. They wero 
ſtrange to God, they did not cail upon bim- az 
1 | they 
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60 The Yeavenly Trade 
they aſe to do; and if they did, 'it was in fuch 
a general, cold way, that it _— little ; they 
did not take hold of him : The word ſigni 
To (a) bold with all thy ſtrength, as men do that 
are GCrowning that will not let go what t 
told ; it ſignifies alfo ( ſaies 4 Learned Cretich, 
not onely to hold a thing, but faſter and faſter to 
wax ſtrong in the holding it : But alas / they did 
net ſo take hold of God, as ſuch who were like 
to periſh without him : They did not ſtir up 
themſelyes : They did not waken and rouzeup 
(b) the.nſelves : (as the word imports) | 
were grown more remiſs in duty ; they did 


—_——__—.. 


— 


ſtrive with God for help as they did : And God 


was ſtrange to them; he hid his face from them; 
he concealed himſelf, that he might not be ſeen, 
(as the word ſignifies }he-ſeems not to care for 
their company,” This made the Prophet cry 
out, Why ſhou{deſt thou be as a ſtranger in the 
Land, and as q wayfaring man, who tarneth aſide 
ro tarry but for a mght f Fer. 14. 18. Seldome vi- 
fits, and thort ſtayes, ſhews ſtrangeneſs in them 
that that have becn intimate ; and loPtis between 
God and ſuchwho negleR this Heavenly Trade; 
the Lord ſeldame vilits them, nor hath ſuch 
warm converſes with them as before: 'And is 
not this cauſe of mourning, when ſuch a friend 
as God hath been to his people, and one on 
w hom a!) thcir hope lies, and in whom all their 
help is, ſball look range upon them, and take 
no notice of them ? This is cnough to break an 
igenuous hezrt, and one that knows what it is 


(z) © 1377, Apprebendere retinzre, (b) TNYND, Bujs 
enare vs} :xcitar; ieipſerim recur woe videatur, 
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Ft loling him quite: 
" aremwth him, and 


Change in God's catriage towards 1/rael, the 
next thing he fears, is his departure from them; 
he no ſooner complains of God”s ſtrangeneſs, bu: 
preſently praics, 'Leave ua not, Fer. 14. 9. When 
once-it-came to a ſtraitning, and loathing be- 


_ tween God od arid his people, then terrible judg- 
' ments follow ; My foul loathed them and.their 


* 2 : 
: pay 
” 


ed me, Zach. 111.8, 9, *Tis inthe 
; I, My fotl was ſtraitened in them: God's 
heart. was not towards them as formerly : hc 
could not- bear with them as formetly : And 
then, 1 will not feed them, that that dies, 1ct it dic, 
and that that "is tobe cnt off, let it be cut off ; He 
matters not what becomes of them, Do bu: 
think in what- a aſe are ſuch a people ; T'is 
ſhould be for a lamentation. 

Secondly, Soul-poverty and waſtings of their 


| ST: do uſually attend/negle&t of 


nis Heavenly -Frading. When' men come to 
ſpend upoty the-ſtetk, and have no comings' in, | 
they-muſt needs waſte apace : So it is where 
trading for- Heaven isnegle&ed ; ſuch have no 

recruits of their” waſted graces, '\nor lupplics of 
their impoveriſhed ſouls, when the fountain is 
ſhut up, and all communication of grace with- 
held; no entercourſe between God and them; 
he willnot receive their goods, nr impart his 
rea 


Tye Yeavenly Trade © - 
- treaſure; but all wajes of relief are blockedups 
4 then they muſt needs waſte apace in ſpirituals, 
be and become poorer: wa Lam The way to be- IF ha 
rich; is to have tare*of.. Chriſt's tryed gold: 3 IO na 
connſel thee to buy'of me golderyed in the firethat WW co 
thou mayeſt be rith,. Rev. 3.18 Laodicea was ha 
poor, bctauſe ſhe wanted Chriſt's tryed-gold; Il pe 
the real graces of bis Spirit 3.,and this ſhe. Joſh JW th 
by letting down her Spiritual Trade ; ſhe , did 
not buy. of Chriſt; ſhe .did not. come to, and 
deal with Chriſt in his own waies, 'and. upon: hi 
ov;n terms, and that made her ,poor3 Rnd: 
"is ith every Soul that negle&s-this Heaven ur 
Trade ; he ſoon comes to know what ſoul-wanr: , 
are : Oncelet doirn a life in godlinels, and pre® 
{ently poor in graces, poor in experiences,” Pdor® 
4 in com'orts, poor in hopes, want ſtrength, and 
=” want peace, fare hard, lodge badly, caſt out” 

I from among men; as Fob deſcribes poor, and” 

mean perfons * Who cat up mallows,by the buſhes,” 

atd 7uniper roots for their meat, Job. 30, 4,5; 6«,, 

Very mean fare; little pleafing -or nouriſhing? 

X food; bitter. and {alt herbs : ſome” I © 
 Hirbas amarss take them fornettles, por food; Wl 
'E /alſas. Merc, and yet the ufual feeding in thoſe” I ® 

parts, ' of thoſe- that were lowin-- ll ® 

the world; neither- was theix lodging better: "Il 
. They @w«lt in the Clefts of the Valley, m caves of i Þ 

the Earth, and. in the Rocks : Suitable alfor was qd 

their reputation 3” They were_ driven from amon 

men, they cried after them, as after a thief. Such : 0 

is the condition of poor perſens full of ſtraights, I * 

e 
a 
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and meanly eftecmed : and ſo *tis-with tuch" as 
decay-in their. Heavenly Trade ; they have loſt 
- & their 
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© ts'the- beſt Trade, 63 8 
theit: ſweet morſels, and marrowy bits : their 
pleaſant fare, and ſoul-reſreſhments they once 
e & had, and feed on dry bones, and ſapleſs Ordi- 
! WW nances : . They are not maintain'd at that rate of 

comfort and experience they once had: They 
8 havehard lodging alſo : loſe that ſweet reſt and 
; 8 peace they ſometimes found in Chriſt, and in 
b i their fincere walkings after him : FaPFn in repu-- 
d I tation too - neither God, nor good men think 
| 


ſo well of them: as once they did. This is the _ 
caſe of-ſuch as fall back in Religion : they ſoo _ 3 
fall into ſuch poverty, and ſpiritual wants come 
upon them, as armed men : /nthe fulneſs of their 
ſuſſc iency they are 4n ſtraits,» Prov. 24. 34. Fob 
20, 22. And this is cauſe of mourning : wants 
and-poverty do fill men with trouble, perplexi- 
ty and grief : Oh the diſtrations and diftreſſing 
thoughts that ſtraits commonly beget / and no 
MW traits Jike to foul-ſtraits : Chriſtians, you your 
- felyes being Judges. 

Thirdly, Negle&t of Trading for Heaven will 
Wl blaſt-all other Trading, and breed a moth to 
* conſume even you. temparal ſubſtance : When 
"Wl //racl began to let down their Heavenly Trade 


WW and-to mind. their own concerns - and houſes 
--W above God's, preſently God blaſts their tempo- 
FF ral intereſts: he makes holes in» their money- 
' i bags, and blows upon their encreaſe : All their 
tuggings in the world (with gegle& of God and 
his Worſhip ) came to nothing: they ſowed 
much, and it. brought in little: looked for 
much, and it cameto little : wrought hard, ear 
ed. great wages, laid vp money, but it fell out- 
_ again, - through ſome ſecret hole in their bags, 
whic 
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A 


which divine jcalouſic opened, conſuming the | 


fubſtance; to ler them know- that men ma 

make more haſte than good ſpeed; and they , 

. reckon withour God, muſt reckon twice. Ad 
nay not this be one thing;that cuts this Natis 

ſhort in their outward intereſt this day, becauſp 
they have forſaken God, negleRed his ſervies 


loſt the power of godlinefs ? certainly thoughF** 


outward profperity be- no token of Gods* 
vour, nor any Goſpel- promite to' his people;ye 
when the Lord does fight againſt people Yy 
{uceſſive rebukes, and ſent in a ſecret mild n, 
waſting and conlumption on their intereſts, 

this becomes general and national, it ſhewsdi. 
pleaſure in God, and: ſhould be laid to heart; 
the wagg of which is fet forth as an additior 
aggravatiort to ſuch a peoples fin : Who':goli 
Facob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to the robbers? | 
mot he againſ® whow we have ſinned ? for 
would not walk in bus waies, neither were "tl 
obed:ent unto bus Laws : Therefore he poured upu 
him the fury of bis anger, and the ſtrength of ba 1 
and bath ſet him ox fire round about, yet he kit 
not, and it burned him, yet he laid'it not to heat 
Iſa. 42. 24. 25: It was \the not walking int 
way of God, negle& of obedience and prattia 
holineſs, a- letting down'the heavenly Tra 
that brought thoſe ruining judgments on 1/rath, 


lofſes on their intereſts, verſ.' 21. They went 


robbed and ſpoiled, firing their houſes, werſ. 15: 
It hath ſet him on firs round, #t burned him, Now 
in this miſerable” caſe there was yet a pre: 
judgement on them, a ſtrange ſtupeſaAion and 
infenſiblenels of ſpirit; they did not! ſee Go 

; | angt 
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ſolations,,.a 
to ruine : ; Kit is not this 
ach 


d foul-poverty (pr 


our of its ruine : F pp deſtrudtion. makes 
is-lach N aces anJ. perſons © For this the Nour 
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7, of the Heayenly Trade be*ths w_ 
a 


ſpirirednels, the grear 
Ta {eof men; 
lay! With 


ve 
i the is lhe the blood in 
;my y.; that 'quickens their defircs, puts 
ny mto their dead hopes; makes the blind to 
te, the lame to leap' and run, the deaf to hear, 
the lips of thom that are aſlcep ro ſpeak. Gaim 
F 3 1s 
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cares; threats, 


leſs or NS 


Who will ſhew ts #1). 


Quplhni Ber how may we. kriow when wen do ih- 


wig parfar ln erik buſneſ my 
fernh. f.| 


i Ap W. x. Firſt, 
. n-1 Fi " this. ge, igro p, by, 
When wit obe 4 New- Maou be f gone, tht 

ety hy; we Bb k 
ey > gk 8, were not cant 
with, their own 0s, but they muſt” 
on Gad's time is erty marks 
till they were at their. yr 
fea ardent, ye hat he Jab 
tor their. earthlyant ; thatt 
Sabbath, when men..oyuſt ceale from tillag 
04d belp to heighten the price of things, ar 
{o further rheir advantage : ga the Loi 


reproves them for their undue diligence about! 
the Warld.; 5X It 45.4% vain for yas. th: Ws 9 


early, and to {@ wp late'ts eat ths 
raws.; farſahegiveth bus beloved ſleep, 


Here ( faith, P; cator )he death, by this OR | 


| againſt; theſe coverou; Tr 
1, teling gt (6) hor 
7 0b expergiſet a. 
2 & ( b) niet 46k rods of Evigit ans 
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poi of time arg.higxe 
d Goff; while hereby-thay _ 
of time for God. an \thein 


vant into the Lord's bed, is adulterous : the 
heart is God's Seat, Pavilion and Throne, inta 
which none muſt . come but. himſelf; like'the 
' gates of the Sanftuary, into which none muſt 
enter byt God himſelf: This gare ſhall be-fbar, 
it ſhall not. be opened, and no wan ſhall enter tnra 
it; beranſe the Lord, the God of Iſrael bath ens 
tredanto it; "therefore it ſhall be ſhut, Ezeck. 42. 2; 
Such. is the heart, of Believers, ro be kept for 
God only ; to take in creatures -into Gods ' 
room,” is wn 1 boldnels-;- to let our thy 
heart tothe Warld, Trade, Intereſt, Creatures, 
is to inyerr the order of naiure, as well as 

i F 4 grace, 


DP 


| & ſet Gow: . 
 tuniwthe Word upſide Drs 
oder ar why of _ 1 bus 
fir of this day, mens Ictting out The = 
 thethings'of af 8; World ere —_ 
riove, and willing to be ſcarch'd, and ow 
their own ftat Aly that think weil of hes 
ſelves,"mi that notwirhſtanding a!l their; 
ſhews, a i i ing tdpes, are in a waſut 
and.dan caſe; 'in that their kearts ALE 
right with God, but are ſet off other things, 
exntdly things more than on God, 


” £ "2 
Six things diſcover this, that the beart' u ſet þ 
too much wipon this World. K 


Firſt, Whem the defires ate inordinately let; 
out aſter.i it: this is one ſynptom the Prophet,” 
gives of an unſound, covetous: heart 3, ſuch @7 
one hath greedy, unſariefied delires after the; 
World ; Who e:largeth bis deſire as Hell, and ts. 
as Death, «nd cannot be" ſatisfied, Hab.2.5. In 
the former verſe he tells us, a carnal unbes 
lieving heaft, js a rotten unſound heart; Hu 
ſoul Which ts lifred up,  7ot xpright m hm. tat 
the juſt ſhall lroe by Fauh. A carnal hearc is all 
ior himielf, and his bwn ce1nal intezc}, and not 
for God ; he lives by fighty. and not by Faidy: 
and thidÞs an evicente of it, all his. defcy: 
were 


on 


&. Iſa. F-$ . As. ek as there, is. any 


place Teſt, they covet ir: A. Field, a Houle, a 
fX vb 4 morſel that Nays a bougky flo- 
tmachfor 
they Io 


efent, as ſo0n as that is Gigettes 
hearr is 


þ-4F this, is a certain 1gn.that 
ver II 'it'; and alas! where's the . 
fon th fr with 7acob, / bave 87.0ug af 


World, whole Lefres ms 


udp Po eh ment of God; thc more it e- 
joys of God, the wore it longs for ſurther- fel- 
© fowſhi pwith fiith; one euty doth but edgethes 
. Komach for ancther': the. more he hath;'the 
more he es of God and ſpiritual things, 
and El a heart that is A 
earthly, the defires are carthly allo, never latid- 
fled with, What be hath, but fill "longing tor 
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A” worldly" heart hath worldly 
Meare { there the mind is wil ol.y taken vp 
about earthly things : z thoughts are 10 the heart 
as the beams are tothe Sin, the C1cams rothe 
Fountain, wHlth ate ! cmogeneous, of the lame 
nature 


than the uſual; habitual, deligh 
a -man.dot They ar# the uni [\ 
begrr, which ſhew "what the bear LY: as ſhining 
dots" the light ; Mix. Fenner of the Ll 
earthly thoughts. Where are .thy./ tho 
moſtly ? thy pleaſing and delj | thoughts? 
is thy Heart : are after tha 
, do mind the things of the ſe, Rom. 3. 5. 
As foon as they awake, tho of their bus 
finefs ( as friends ) come to. vilit y Sag 
dfive our other thoughts of God and heavenly 
things, they vaniſh and diſappear at the pre- 
fence of earthly thaughts, as Clouds do ly 
riſmg-Sun; as when a after COmes-if to t 
his ſear, Servants rife up, and ga their way: ng.) 
ſooner doth thoughts of God come in, bug? 
carthly thoughts drive them away, 'as the- Shep- 
berds did Fethro's Daughtcts, and there is no 
Moſes to tand op and h pthemgExad:2. 16417- 
An earthly man from-mo to pgs bis 
thoughts are upon the World, as the Dog fol- 
low his Maſter all the day longs: In company, 
alone, at horne, abroad, in jour in. durics 3, 
bis thoughts are oſually about tus, Trade; In- | 
tereſt, Houſe, Field, wotk and the hike ; it Way- 
de ſometimes good thoughts may: be calt jon | 


thee, or as pump-water EA de 
# Pr out 3butthy carnal thoughts are as well- 
_ water, that. runs freely, and ſprings up from 
within thee: thy good thoughts are but thy 
_ recreation,” when thy mind is tired with other 
thingsz but thy carthly thoughts are thy work 
employment : when men have done their 
, they ſomerimes walk abroad: ſuch ace 
they ſeldom thought of God and divine things, 
"when thou haſt drug'd away the ſtrength of 
thy mind on-the  W orld, and Fg 00. 
then, to quiet conſcience, , recreare thy ' 
mind, thou giveſt thy thoughts leave 40 walk 
abroad, and give a viſit to things: thy 
heavenly thoughts are gentle, eaſy, weak and 
ſickly, and carry our little of the Rrengeh 'and 
vigour of. thy. heatt with them- - but thy 
thoughts of the World are ſtrong and linply 
tic 
6 


world,” p Upon 165 
Wherethe hearts ſet upon'a thing, the'pexſont; 
reſtleſs. till he hath, it ;/ he leaves no c ne Vi « 
rwrned 3, ſets wit, hands, ſrictids, at all on worg 
to get it. * hen Shechem's hearr "was fer 'q 
Dinah, acob's daughter, he ſticks ar no prope 
fals ſo. be might but obtain Fd of " 
ace in your eyes, and what ye ſhall ſay to me, | 
wile; the Land ſhall be be ore wel” dye nl 
Trace therein, and get you poſſeſſion therein, Gem. 
34- 10y1t. No \erms were counted too Ward Þ 
take vp profeſſion, undergo painful duties, puniſhy 
ing, cifcumciſion; part with any thing ſo h&# 
might but have the deſire of his heart,” What: 
hardſhips did Face undergo for His belyved” 
Rachel? twice ſeven years ſervice, coaſumeds! 
with'drought in the day; ani frot mm the nights 
and hisfleep departed from his ey&s:” Thu" ae 
I been twenty 'yea”s in thy houſes, I ſerved thet 4 
foxrieen years for thy two dangbters, and fix years” 
Fr thy cattel, and thin bat chanzed my wi & 
ten times, Gen, 31- 49, 41. And yet all dis te 
could bear to enjoy the objeft of his love, © 
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not yet ſupremely ſet on God. 

Fifthly 4 Lothneſs to  part-with thy earthly 
comforts and intereſts tells tliee, thy heart-is 
too much upon them. Facob's unwillingnets 26 
part with - Benjamin, was a fign his heart was too 
much ſet upon him. Fxdab tolls the Governour 
of Egypt, That his Father's life was bound up in 
the Lad"s life, = 44. 30. "The Spouſes: affe- 
ftion to her Beloved was ſeen in this, that. when 
ſhe found him, ſhe held him, and would notler 
him go, Cant 3.4. 1 fo und bim whom my ſonal 
loved, I held him, and would not let him go.Such 
is the teſtimony, that if mens hearrs are on the 
things of this life, they hold them faſt, and will 
not for them-go - Moſt men arc too tenacious 


of their intereſts, to be, dead to them: clofe 
hands argue cleaving hearts tro the world. Alas / 


with ' what: reluQancy ' do men that have the 
abundance of . this worlds goods, lay them our 
again for God / how bard's it to draw any pro- 
portions of charity from them that have this 
worlds ' goods ? what arguments and reaſons 
will men be pleading for their ſparingnets in 
parting with the Mammon of this world ? and 
w much beneath their meaſure do moſt men 
expend their earthly things upon the calls that 
God gives them ? This ſhewsplainly,their heart 
is bound up in the fruition of theſe things. Co- 
'Verous men will ſooner part with their fleſh, than 
their gold (ſaith Au abine) ſhall 1'take my bread, 
and my Water, my fleſh that I have killed for 
my ſhearers , and give it to men whom ] know 
not whence they be ? 1 Sam. 25. 11 (faith cove- 
tous Nabal ) Covetous __ cannot endure 
* <-t6 


B2 Tye: Peavenly Trade 
to part with what they have. (4) The covetouy 
man, while he hold faſts his riches, js held -faf 
by them 3 andin' preying on _others,: he himſel{ 
becomes a prey, Auguſt. They are. like a net, 
which takes in all the fiſh that comes. at it, bur 
lets out none again, except ſome {mall ones that 
are little worth : Earthly minds are ſcen in..ng- 
thing - more. than in their- tenacity , and clole 
keeping of what doo like dying men, 
whatever they take: hold of, they let not ga; 
This is the temper of many, they cannot ſcatter 
for God, nor honour him with their ſubſtance 
T here 4s that withbeldeth more than 1s weeet,, Prov, 
11. 24- That's the charaQter of one whole heart 
is onthe world. (&) He 5s not onely covetous the 
takes away ether mens good: (laith Auguſtine) by 
he that 'covetonſly wit his own, and will ot 
let them go when God: hath uſe for them : Cer 
tainly, if Believers themſelves are not theis own, 
then they. wil one .day know their, eſtates and 
intereſts are not their own, but the Lord's, and 
t6 be at his diſpoſe, Haw will the owner of that 
Colt-Chriſt ſent for riſe up in judgment againſt 
many /.no ſooner, did} the Diſciple: ſay, The 
Lord hath need: of hiw, but. flraig htreay they Is 
him go, Luk, 19. $3, 343 35+ one that pre 
tended not. ſo much,to Chriſt (for ought we 
know) readily part with ſo much atthe frſt re 
queſt; and they that profeſs much love - to 
Chrift, refuſe to lay out lefſer things fox bim/ 


(4) Avarus tenendo livitias tenetur 4 livitiss, & dum wvult 
eſe prado fit predi. Aug. (b) Non ſolum cverus eſt £ 
rapit aliens s ſed & ille avarus eft qui cupide ſervat 

Aug. 
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Trig dorh wanifgtt the world, js Jearer to, ſuch 


Laftly , Theg. axe. mens hearts upon the 
ks Ln > oth is upori 
earthly.things. [We are apt,.to, ppt confidence 
in friends, and therefoge the Lord cautions 1/r4e! 
againſt ſuch dependencies, as falſe deceiving 
things : Truſt vot ip 4. friend; put: ye not confi-, 
dence in a, gaide, ce. Micah, 7. 5; The Spoule 


leaning upon her Beloved: in the .wilder- 
doo Cant, s. 5x: No ſooner had the rich man 


ſtore af goods, but he places his confidence in 


them, Luke 12, 40: '1.will ſay to my foul ; foul, 
thou haſt goods laid up for many. years, take thine 
eaſe, eat, drink and; be merry, *Tis natural to 
men that chuſe the. world for their treaſure, rg 
chyſo uy; alſo for their truſt 3 They thar dare ad- 
| their loretbe afteftion, 0n. things,” date 
aſa take. up, their dependency, on them; Men 
Ghyſe not 4 tree they think, mill: tot, Iſa. 40. 20. 
I{xiches be thy choice, thou thinkeſt, them wor 
thy of thy relyance ;, or thou acteſt irrationally. 
Men that have wealth, have *nward rhomghts that 
their bouſes ſhall cantinue for ever, and their dwel- 
1g places to all generations; they call their Land; 
after their own names, P/al. 49.11. "Tis hardto 
have the good things of ti1;: fe, and not to ex- 
pet roo much from them ; ſo inviting is their 
appearance to 4 dependency on them: Earthly 
things are fair in promiſe, but falſe in perfot- 
mance ; like quagmires covered with graſs,men 
think them firm ground, but when: they tread 
upon them, they Pon become their graves: - The 
Exangeliſt calls; all: that glorious pomp with 
| —y 7 which 
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which | 4rripp# 40” amus'd! ſþraators!; dut's 
meer ons os 25. 23. 3 opp wt "Wis 
© come, and" Bereniee | with griat 
Mere manic : 4otrip; "tis with 19h "Fantaſie aud 
-. Donadlars > 2! etnit ſhow?” All the” gfory "of 
this wotld-is btt a pompous” New, that cheats 
beholders, and allures' them to! a deceived” ex- 
efation ; They that have 'much viGble com- 
oft in creatures,live little by faith” | How rare 
is it for men 'that' have cftac& and riches 'for 
their poſterity, to commit them to divine care; 
by an att of pure fecumbency'vn the *promile; 
and to believe upon- a naked word for al} they 
ſupplies and needed comforts : "Sath 35 our 'ex- 
pectation whither we flee for help, Ifa. 20. 6.: An 
earthly heart is known by carnal truſt and de: 
pendency on earthly | things.'* Ah fouls ! 'put 
your hearts into this ſcale, and ſee whether they 
do'not preſs down to this preſent world : Speak, 
foul, who ſhalt ſhortly be weighed for eterni 
in the ballance of the SanAtuary! are not thy 
fires, thy thoughts, thy reſtleſs labours,'thy 48 
lights, thy cloſe adherence to,/and dependency, 
all engaged about the things of this life, with 
the riegle& of God, and heavenly things, thine 
owi heart being Judge ? And'it fo, then f 
Thy State 1 dangeroiisy | 
And thy Folly great. | 
Firft, Thy State is dangerobs3. thou haſt 1 
a dram of true grace in thee: Love not the 
world, nor the things of the world * If any man' love 
the world, the love © of the Father is not in him, 
1 Foh. 2. 15. Donot flatter thy ſoul into perdi- 
tion ; if thou loveſt the world, thou doſtnot love 
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* BY God: For rhe friendſhip of this world is enmity 
: againſt God : ' Whoſoever therefate will be a friend 
» i of <be-morld; i thaenemy of (Gtd, James 44. 4uHg 
p whole heart. and mind is (et. after the world ; tie 

that will be rich, ;the bent and ;deſign of the 
" beart is. ſor jt 3. thars-the. Butt: he levels at; 
whatever he profeVes > That's. his. great buſineſs 


a and project Thane eyes and thy heart are not but 
2 for,aby covetauſneſs; Fer. 22. 17. He malgth beſte 
. to be rich, Prov. 28+ 20: drives furiguſly after the 
Z world :. his beartis reconciled. t6-:alf the means 
G and waics, that-lead to it (he. they never to 
Fn claſhing with{quk advantages ). that man, be he 
; who he will, -is-a,»{r4end-ro:the world, and an 
7 enemy t0.Gogdy: let him | make! the higheſt pro- 
felſien.poſhble;: $0 did Judas. get into the 
, Church of God;z fo: did Dewar: pray, : preach, 
. 


i and.{o-many-hypocrites for. a time + yea make 
, many prayers, :1fa-1: 15. Deth-he'profeſs: love. 
i to God ? ſo. did the Jews : and yet their hearts 
) went-aſcgr their cavetoulneſs, Ezck. 331 31. Is 
E he of a lovely fpirit,.and unblameableconve ſa- 
H tion? ſo. was the-yaung man.in the Goſpel ; his 
great dehfire, was: to inherit eternal life, Mark, 
Ne 10..17+ , that was his buſinels ro.Chriſt ; ke de- 
fixedto know how-he might be-faved : he 1f:cm- 

ed to be all for Heaven : his | life \alſo- was un- 
blamcable : - All tbefſe have þ abſerved from- my 

nM 32h up, verſe 20, He was of .g ſweet, Tovely 
* ſpirit: * Tis lain” Fefuey beholding him, loucd him, 
verſt 21. and yeticould not part with the wortd 
| for Chriſt : kad his keart knit ro: earthly things 
' all. the. while,. . and went away forrowful ; he 
c#y'd not For{ent ta (etl all and give tothe poor, 
3 V. ts 
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ver. 22. nonatks will ferve-whar Soul's exith, | 
whoſe heart is glued to the: Wold, ard tarinat i + 
| 
| 


give up all to. Chriſt's diſpoſe? -God whd\the 
World cannot dwell-in that Soal, godlineſs and 
gdin cannot” keep Houle” to » where the 
grace of God comes in truth; it teatheth nei 
ro.deny worldly luſts, Tir.-2. 11, 12. Hethiat 
hathno power to deny the-cravings of x world! 
ly heart, never:yetreccived the grace of God. | 
in.cruth. Graee'(ſaith one) Rath, nr with' ſow | 
tranſient alts of naughtinefs, but mever with t6-' 
vetouſneſs : Adams on the 2 Epyſt/ of Pet.p.9.16. | 
Noah was onte drunk with Winey but never 'with | 
the World: Lot rwite Tnceſtwons,s never Croet on i 
Peter denied his Maſter thviee 5 it was nor the Tovt” 
of the World, but the fear of \the "World brought 
him tout; for he \'hiad denied the World before” he 
denied his Maſttr © Once David: 'wai' dveveomr' 
with the Fleſls, never 'wath the World.” Why tl 
not theſe purge themſelves from Adultery, Ar" 
Zer, Contention, and the like *"'beravſe \irito theſe 
fins the infirmity of # Saint may fell ;' Wt if once 
to Crvetouſueſs,' there 'is nothing "bf  Saitit left,” 
not the very name.” Luther acknowledges there 
was {carce a fin ro” wich he hatazot been temp-' 
ted, fave to the 'fin of Covetoutnets. © The 
Lord Jetus rells us that his Diftiples are not of 
rens 0M this World : ſome derive the wofd; 
Ay145 ab « Holy, from Earth, «nd » privative" 
SZ Y. + particle, inthat redemption from the! 
earth, is the gre:t: work. of holineſst "All -they- 
that partake of the: Croſs .of 'Chriſt, are eruct*” 
fied roth e Worid,and the World torhemyGal. 16.14. 
Not a jot of the benefits of Chrift, are treviſur'd 
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up in that Sob] where the God of this World 
dwells; "and" if withour Chriſt, without hope; 
thy caſe is deſperate if thy heart be earthly, 
under the ruling power of this World; thou 
art yet/in apraceleſs ſtate, and no grace, no glo- 
ry if thou minteft earthly things, deftruction 
is thy '&18;,'P hl. 3: 15. - H'thou art one of this 


World, whoſe heart is after cy covetouſnels, 


thy pottion is it! this World, P/al. 17. 14 All thy 
Heaven is 6n this ſide "the Grave: For this ye 
know, thut to Whortinonger, nor wmiclean perſon, 
nor Coverous wan; who 35 an {dblater, bathrany ine 
heritznce i the King dom -of Chriſt, and of Ged, 
== . 5." *Tis Joyned with the moft abomina- 

ts; Thievery » Drunkennefs , Adultery , 
Idolitry, Extortion, for which things ſake, the 
Wrath of God cometh upon ri thildren of diſobe- 
dixnee; Col.' 3. $56. TheSecripture calls cove- 
tous mer; Geked children, 2 Pet. 2.14. \ An 
beart thty have (a) exercifed with covecrates pras 
ives,cutſed thildren ;, really curſed with a de- 
teſtation, ſuch whom God abhorreth, P/al. 10. 3. 
And tht wicked" 'bleſſeth rhe covetous, whom God 
abhorreth, A woe is pronounced againſt them, 
Hab. 2. 9.\ Woe to him that coveterh an evil co- 
yetonſneſs tq bis houſe, that he- may ſet his neſt on 
bigh, that he may be delivered from the power of 
evil : One would think this a duty, or at leaſt 
vety commendable, to provide for our Family, 
and pet what'we tan for out children, .and to 
cdeavour-ts feture our houſes from any fut- 
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s) 2 WT, ex-yciſel as Wreitlers are,who come 
or vider with ot rheir Might, bring trained up tq is ©) 
ang exerciſe, xaT4ogs Tiue. 
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fering and calamity - but if this he. mens. end, 


to ſet their neſt on high, to get great -things 
for themſelves, and ſo to manage'their affairs, 


as to avoid all (b) ſufferings for Gad, there's a; 


dreadful woe hangs over their- heads, and. diſ- 
appointment of all their deſign in ,;the ifſue« 
ſor inſtead af honour , they are brought to 
ſhame in the-end': Thou haſt. conſulted. ſhame to 
thy own houſe, end ſinned againſt thy own ſoul,ver. 
10. | They are unworthy of any. lociety- with 
men; / bave written #0. you not to keep com- 
pany, if any man that # called a. Brother, be a 
Fornicator , or Covetons,, .0r an. {dolater , or a 


Railer, or a Drunkgrd, or an Extortioner, with; 


ſuch a one, no, not toeat, 1/Cor. 5.11, and ſhall be: 


cut off from all communion with God to all eter-: 
nity - Know ye not that the unrightrous ſhall not 


inherit the Kingdom of God : be not deceived, 


reither Fornicator, nor Jdolater, nar Thieves, nor 
Cruetous, nor Drunkaras, nor Revilers, nor Ex- 
tortioners ſhall inherit the XK ing dom of .Ged, 
1 Car; 6, 9, 10. A 1 
Secondly, as thy tate is dangerous, if thou art 
one who'loveſt this preſent World- {o thy folly 
1s great, to ſet thy heart upon the World. 

After thou kaft. been convinced of the -evil 
of tuch a ſpirit and praftice, and-.haſt. felt the 
ſmart of it in thy own.ſoul. 


After 'thou haft been arraigned at the bar of, 


thy Conſcience , and condemned .in_ thy- own 
heart for this Sin , (as every truly convinced 


{4} Malum dic notat id, quod komines uulgo promalo babent, & 
quod fſugit I berret card, nimirum crugem, bymiilitatem, 
a6 perſequut ionem, =o 


Soul 
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S6ul is; if ever the {pixit of bondage..bath becn 
at workin thy heart, {as thou halt conleſſed ) 
then tft thou' found: this: fin more- bitter than 
death tg-thee : and now.to return again, to {ud 
coutſesas: will break thy. boncs: agaity- and pur 
thy ſoul to greater torture than ever; (as all 1e- 
lapfes do,) this is folly: indeed. + | '| . 
" Aﬀeer thou haſt choſen God for thy: portion, 
Chriſt for thy treafyre, Godlinels-for: thy pain; 
the! inheritance with the: Saints for thy-Land, a: 
manſion-ir Heavenſor thy houſe, Chriſt's tried 


| Goldfor thy: Maney; a converlation-in Heaven' 
for thy Trade, the! Father,: Son: and: Spirit: for 


thy All here, and for-ever, :(as thou; haſt done, 
or ſearfully belicd:thy-protefÞon;): that after all 
this.thou ſhould*ſ.turn again ta theſe beggerly: 
clemems; and. exchange /God fot the wbrid, a 
Crown for:crembs, a, Lhrone for-thorns ,&-Dow- 
ry it'Heaven for: a :dunghill. on carth-: an eter- 
nal weight of Glory for a burden-of thick clay : 
fellowthip with God' for defiling converſe with 
dirtand beſpotting traſh; a Burgeſhipim Heaven! 
for a name written inthe earth: .is not this:folly; 
folly? Not that ene who'had real imtereft in Gut 
and things above; «an ever fully and:finaHy forfeit 
them; and loſe them again': (for, once im Chriſt, 
andever in Chriſt) but'ithoſe things: cou: did?ſt 
once ſeem'to chool{efor thy chieſeſt-intereſt, and 


| haſt profeſſed. hopes of: a certain title to theſe 


ſupfeme treaſures : and now, to ſell thy hopes 
of 'God and'Glory for that (c;) vomit thou hadſt 
ſpewed up, and mire thou -had'ft becn waſhed 
Tom, this is madneſs ineced. 

(Iperaye Jupphicrd 33 j OHA VEMUrns. 
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560 ' The Deaveaſly: Trade 
After:youhave ſeen ſo oftet the vanity !and 
uncertainty of thalinhing below, that they, are 
empty, and will not ſatisfie:z they monovancanh i 
bl thirſt, or fill thy hungry ſoul.; cannoratford, 
the leaſt reſt tythy weary! heart; but are Riill 
ſhort of thy -expeRations'p; thou lookeſt_ ſor; 
peace, and behold they give thee trouble; t 
thinkeft to- pather Roſes, and.they prick- rhy, 
fingers; and when: thou hopeſt to find reſt in 
them, andſayeſt, Soul, take chy-caſo in thy full 
bags,andfaireftate ; thy pleaſant hovuſe,near rc- 
lations ; then-they prove ſwords to picrce- thee, 
or briers to rend thee ;. or'arthe beſt, but wind 
that does but fwell, natnouriſh thee. - Thou haſt 
alſo found them fading things, that will not ſtay, 
rare, yt Spry rots; 'a moth, an Eaſt- 
wi all : they are a-pleaſing gourd one 
day, and withered the next, { ow. 7: God pre- 
peared a worm when the morning roſe the next\day,' 
and it ſmotr the gourd that it withered. A fick- 
neſs comes and takes away thy child, and all the. 
hopes of thy hooſe periſh with him - Cy- 
ſtomers break, and thou art impoveriſhed - The 
fre burns down thy houſe, 'and:'thou art undone: 
Thy Heir it may be proves: 8 Prodigal, and: all 
thy gatherings are ſcattered : fo uncertain, 
empty; periſhing , are theſe things , and thou 
knoweſt them: to be fo, and haſt found: them: 
Mundus perit & tu | ”_ = yer oy ones 
| *** after them-: : and witht 
RET es in the Fable, thou leaveſt "hs 
Aance to catch at -ſhadows : neglefting unſeen, 
fure, lweet, ſatisfying and - eternal things, for 
things that are not ;-and is not this mr” ; 
obs ( 
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(The world petilhers, dhd"ytt Terkeft thou uf: 
Med hater pa ' api | 
" 'Afrer you'h: Efouhd better thmgs, and taſted 

the: f 'of them, you hive experience# 
hefght'o- 550% countetiance to be beyond alt! 
corn, ar pr and oyl': his loving- kindneſs to 
He better th b"Wfe>- a 0h in his' Courts to be 
mite eligible chab a thoufend Hffeyrhere, Pfat 4. 
6,%.-O of teeth his Word been ro thy 


hte, fivecter that the honey ant the honey-' 
y ! 'how hark God cheered, quickened: 
10 freng heart in 'thy' approaches 45 


him, and thou haſt ſaid (as Druyid of Gulixh's' 
lword) ere BINS IRE is: And as the Di 
cif Whth with Ofrift in the Mount, *ris pdod 
Lad! Ladbernbiegineme the trad 
ay t afcer alt this, that cho Thouldeft upon 
AMbice, Yeave thels for the 'woHd,”ant prefer 
top, hy Gene" ly Feld, Yao, rhohey be- 

f6 e theſe divitie ahdY approved "tredfures : This 
is thadnts;) 10920 07 1 WIIEY & 
"Afr fo 'mihy *tonfeſſiofs of this lin before 
tht Lotd and'hif people; and'fo many praytfy” 
ah@cries'ro Ghd aSainiſt it; _ for grace to tub- 
due "thy earthly "heart with many promiſes, 
and dectared purpofes ro rurn no more ra this 
folly : chat thon ſhoyldeſt ſo' cafily, ſo Tpeedily 
be reconciled ta the'wortd again, and” reafſume 
thy afeAiohs to theſe old lovers after all - this 
is. magnels, and will exceedingly prearen thy 
gvilt nd torment, when the Lord Thall tniakein- | 
quiſition for theft things : whey thy conviRions, 
prayers and vows ſhall retorn as fo, many Scr- 
jcants upon thy back, to arreſt thy guilty cop. 


iciencs, 


92 The Peavenly-Grade 
ſcience, and as 10 many witneſſgs to proye God's 
charge againſt, thee : .that at. lych a time and 
ſycha time, in thy. <| c Jolef ng (hs Pang Congregation | 
ol.the Lord's people, ad NY 
preparatiqn-ſeaſons, . on thy b: Lhe wer 
a.word and\rod, a heart did; melt over thy 
ſin, and thou digh olemnly renew thy pes, 
againſt it ; and now to have thy, prayers, a 

tears, and. promiſes : yea, and Cod tao againſt 
thee,-far thy Apoſtacy after. ſuch Lovers as thou. 
thy ſelb wilt loath another rday,, and be aſhamed 
ro own in the preſence of Gol rafs and Angels 
this is folly, folly. 

we Ny Gal is ep hy for this By 
ry ipping thee ols, and povr- 
ing out he vials " his wrath. upo by this ny ns 
res, thy Sichey jorengt trade, m0 Mende eNes 
forts, over wig thou, haſt $A med away the 
heart from him, and now while od is, upon, 
thy back, thou. hould'It hold iſt thine iniquity, 
and refule to return: this is ay 7 10- of 


4 afBE 


and.yet Fo Put. in more = incochem. Fo 
{wites men fot” the, iniquity. of their covetoul--- 
nels, and yet they. go on ſrowardly in_ the way. 
of their heart, be $7-.17. God is hedging vp. 
the way of- ien's: LIVErs, and yet., they break 
thorough to overtake. them ;;.S9, it was, with., 
Iſrael, God had oy ff up her way, made a, wall 
ebay ihe ſhould not /had her RET and yet ſhe 
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lowed after thettd. "Hof. 2: 6.” Xnd ſhe hall follow 


after ber Levers, (O incortigible wickednels!) 
bit (faith God). ſhe ſhall not overtaks them : The 
Lord is plothing down mens bricks, but they build 
with C fone 5 The Sycamores are cut 'down, but 
they change them imo Cedars, Iſa. 9. 10. Provi- 
dence pulls away unduly purſued interefts,' bur 
men catch at-them.again-' This is daring wicked- 
nels, and a telling God to his face, they feat 


. him not, neither will they return. Jer. 5. 3: 


T hou baſt ſtricken them, but they have not griev- 
ed, (m) thou haſt conſumed, but they have refuſed 


' to receive carreftion : they have. made their faces 


harder than 4 Roth : they have reſuſed to return - 
This'is our cafe, and ſhould it not - be for a la- 
mentation ? 

, Laſtly , When nothing but ruine and deftru- 
Qtion is before our eyes : manifeſt danger of 
lolingall, even Intereſt, Golpel, Life, and all 
that is dear to us ſeems to be a. going : and yet 
to purſue theſe things , with negle& of our 
ſouls, is madneſs beyond paralſel, and a dan- 
gerous | ſymptome of approaching ruine, If 
men are not given up to a fpirit of blindneſs, 
they muſt needs ſee that waſting deſtruRions 
are upon us :: gray hairs are here and there, and 
we ſce it not, Hof. 7. v, 10. Strangers have de- 
voured his ſtrength; and he knoweth it nat ; yea, 
gray hairs are here and there, yet he layeth it not 
to heart ;, and the pride of Iſrael doth teſtifie to his 


face, andthey donot return to the Lord their God 


GD — —— 


(m) Luid miſerius miſero non miſerante ſeipſum 2, Aug. 
What's more miſerable than'aman in miſery not pity- 
ing himſelf. ; 
ror 


"y NT 2M | 
Fay & him for a/[this. _ (*) They. fe og 


not. ackpewle 64u/e_ and fon 
; 7 evils, . Wie EA 


they wene i, Na and. 4 £ 

were Ye ked of of their & hd ©, 4 6 the hy 
return to the Lord, No tpor; &. Mmgre . | 
than continuance in-(in_ under. utmoſt Jy haecs d 


| + 1eformation ane confelſed danger of 
43 


If exe travſ;3o ſony end fins be uypp 9d ws 
Lo ay in them: how ſhall we then live ? Exch 
33+ 10- 

VSE IF. 


If the Heavenly Trade be the belt Trade, & | 
Then this offers Counlel and exhortation to five 
ſorts of pErſons. 


1. To ſuch az are ſtrangers to this Heavenly Trade. 


Counſel 1. Such as are ſtrangers to this _w_ 
venly Trade : ygu\that never were ac oy 
with this high Calling, but have ſpent a 
time about things that periſh, trafficki Khao! 
Hell and Damnation. Be you exhortcd to ſer 
about this choile, rich, and bleſſed Trade, 

; There are ſour Arguments that uſyally fy 
with rational perſons in their choice of cart ly 
Callings, which are alſo weighty inducements 
unto all not yet concerned to ſpeed upon this 
Heavenly Trade. 


I ———— —_—_——_— ww. —__—_— 


(*) Semit uidem dolores ſed non aenoſcis cauſam mn & for- 
iem ſui mal; ; Confirmat ef: Iraclem deſp:ratum & 
mcuralilem quiz cavyilus non tamen redit «4 Dominun. 
Zanch, 


Arg 
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Arq. 1: Firſt, Neceſſiry puts men on cxuploy- 
ment, and none are greater 'than theirs 
arewithout this Divine Calling, | Sinners, you 
that are yet without God in the World, you 
are miſerably poor, and ready to periſh ; you 
are worth peaking but fn and milcry; He is 
a poor man that hath nothing to live upon ; and 
ſuchare you, while without this line of com- 
munication, and ſtrangers to theſe ſupreme con- 
cerns.; You are ſpiritually poor, and have no- 
thing (as yet) for yoar Souls to live on here, 
or to all etcraity, Rev. 3. 17. And knoweſt not 
that thou art wretched,. and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked. Poverty is one of the 
miſeries of all unchanged fouls ; and that which 

vates it , is this ; that they think them- 
ſelves rich, and yct have nothing ; no Food to 
fl] them, but empty husks, {wines -meat ; 


, no Rayment to icover them, but filthy rags 


and confufon , no Houſe to ſhelter them from 
the ſtorms of Divine wrath z or Habita- 
tion to receive them, but an' infernal Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone, and a receptacle with 
damned Devils : not a friend to help them : 
not an = to pitty them: There arc none fo 
poor in the World but they have ſomething or 
other to help them, ſomething in hand, or ſome- 
thing 'in hope : ſomething of their own , or 
ſomething of others; if- they can'r dig , yet 
they can, beg - if they have not intercſts ro 
maintain them, yet they find pitty to relieve 


them : 'But a Cheiftleſs Sinner hath nothing to 


lupply his immortal part - nothing in-hand, . no- 
thing in hope : nothing of his own, nothing of 
| others 


6 TOI 
others, - that can contribute the feaſt good: to his 
undone Soul; -wharever he:lives: on, is nothing - 
bur wind and emptineſs 3/'He i feeds on aſhes, 4. 
dectiyed' beart turns bim aſide, Iſa; 44.20. He . 
crams his ſtarved Soul with filthy dungand cx- 
crements,: {{o loathſome are all the pleaſures of 
fin he lives on;) © Aliens from the Commonwealth 
of |fracl,ftrargers from the Chvenants of Promiſe y 
having no hope, and without 'God in the World, 
Eph: 2. 12. This 'is your condition, Souls, while 
without-this Heavenly Trade; you. are miſcra- 
bly poor, - what-ever ' your have in the World, 
you have nothing 'in God; what-ever your 
Bodies.and Families have, your Souls have no- 
thing: (c) '*Tis lutle profit to: enjoy all things, 
and miſs that one thing by which. only wecome to 
uſe them, Aug. You labor for vanity, and lie 
.down 1n forrows and have' you not reaſon to 
look out after ſome courſe-to help you, ahd to. 
embrace this overture of 'a-. calling that, will 
maintain and enrich you here; and for ever ? 
The Leperscaſeis thine; if thou -fit till -in thy 
condition, thou dieſt - In the World's fulneſs is 
faminc: in thy ſecurity and falſe hopes, isdeath 
allo. If thou adventure an offer*d grace, it may 
fave thee :. however thou can'ſt but dic, 2 King. 
7. 3) 4+ { 
Again, you are not only poor, but Bankrupts, | 
your poverty is of your own procurement, and 
the iſſue of your prodigality: you had qnce a fair 
Eftare, butloſtit : God, Grace add Glory. was 
yours by the firſt Covenant, Juke. 15. /30.. but 
(c) Ontv2rja Inuntiit'r bib. 4ut wunun mal quo ubiver frs 
utaiur non babes, | 
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that is unconceivably diftreſhng.:.. A' dreadful 
word, Sinners; lies agaiaft you. (how can- you 
bear it ? how can you eat,drink, talk, or' fleep 
in peace ? much lefs rejoyce. when the hand- 
writing is againſt the Wall?) *tis this, Grove 41 
acconnt of thy ſtewardſhip, Luke 16. 2, A review 
of thy paſt-time muſt | be expeted, by what 
meins thou ididt reduce thy miſerable $0ul 
10this- low. eſtate, 'aud an account of thy 


: Stewardſhip will be required y and then when 


too late; thou wilt ſay with the Steward, What 


- {pak 1 do, verſe 3. andit is not more adviſable 
now to. take this counſel of Eliphaz, To ac- 
 qaaint thy ſelf with God, and he at peace, thereby 


ſhall come nnto thee Job 22..21.. to return to 


that Trade whichrthou haft lefr, and recover the 
Treaſure which-thou haſt loſt, that ſo thy ac- 


count may be- comfortable _in the day of 
Chriſt ? | 

\Nay furcher,- you ate not -onely poor, and 
bankrupts ,, but'deeply . in. debt; debtors -to 


| God;z-to who, you- owe your ſelves and all 
'that you have, by the, Law of Creation and Co- 


venant-obligation, but never yet difcharg'd that 
due'to this very Cay. You are in'debr to Vas 
Wy © H c 


ach 


53 The Heavenly-Trade 
- brall your mercies in Creation and Provideties; 
Patichce mercy, Preſervationw-aterey, Previns 
itig-mercy, © y-wercy 3 there's "never «4 
morvent but Go@is laying out fome new merey 
upon” thee, of which thou haft never mude 166 
tribotion to this day. - ADÞL6%2 -vop 
"Debtors tv the Law of God, which hath iy 
folland juſt claim on you, a Law 'that is uf 
righteous and good, and to which-you owe obs 
dience by juſt arid unqueſtionable ties, andy 
have never yielded any right ſubjeRion ts tl 
your days, but have violated all its righteow 
Commands every day: and momienit'of your lifs 
both in Thought, Word and Deed';: For be rhe 
keeperh the whole Law, and yet offendeth in on 
point or Jota,' is guilty of all, am.'2, 10. w 
Debtors to Conlcience, whoſe/Lawis infort: 
apainſt you, and by which you'ſhalt be judg 


Kom.'2. 14, ig Tyobootg not the Law, 


L aw to themſebves, which ſhew 'the works of th 
Ty writren 6 Che « thest Conch 
alſo bearing witneſs, 'and their" thiughts the men 
while wh Fog or excuſmg' one another'e 
yet you have broken 'rhele Confcience-bond 
caſting its cords from you : How many ties bal 
_ Conſcience laid upor you which you have bro 
__ going againſt the light and diftates- there- 
of / J 


| Debtors to all the World, to whom, in ſome 

, reſpect or other, you are obliged. There ar 
duties you bwe'to all men, ts tove them, and 
pray for them: to all your Neighbours and Ac: 
quaintance, todo them good' as You have op 
Portunity, and to feck and endeayour their 
; ada 
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'ginal debe,,by.cuming on new ſcores cv 


ranma ths 
4s: the-hefs: Trade. og 
vatiori to, yQun Power, which you have not done 


- taithis day..;There arc duties you owe to ws 


Relations, Friends,and Family, which you 
negleted, 4nd have been cnereaſing = Ori 


which can never he cancell'd, or a power -- 
es your duties acceptably, till you 
come to- Chriſt; and entex- your Souls into, his / 
new and everlaſting Ss , ſetting ypon 


thoſe great ny ge ene gies of it, 
Your layery is allo great. tl y you come over 
this blefſed work: You are in bondage untd 
tan: aint nel hep how Je yield Tos 
ſer vants'ta his ſervants ye are whom 
bo, 1 Ram(6;: _— "pes ju je porareecably ifs 
hath no mereys 


Chains. xndler Agee to the ju + the chig 
peret fatred : 


Hay, Gen3.14 Tiers rey ine im 
my rn te. 7 


An Aceuſer fp ny tg an 
Murderer: he-was from the begigning Wen 


(V+ —_—_— Ori ou) conf ne een 


KRian is 


26reature, - never kept xe9 w wn 89Þ pag any; 


Aya, : indtheFother of þ Lyes, 7ob-$, 44-006 
that will be- d for. you, cheat Your 
.Squls into; d: wavy A ogy 0a. ne IF 
tore one that hath loft all his glory and exc 


Erie, barn $20 give ou for all br 
3 e, butſome of mes in which 
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he ke muſt iy ſor ever. ' This;Singers,” is your. 
Eotq,” whom, your have choſen'and- ſerved all 
your days : Afid- ag-you ſerverhe:wordt 
fo'Yb you the worſt work ; baſt, filthy, ſhame: 
ful; 'turſed ' work - ' Such are all thy aQiong 
whikes in 2n uhchihged ſtate; you'd hard work, 
ho ſervice like it-; you- work; an have no food 
to refrefh' you, "wich is'the cruelleſt bondage! 
Iſrael in Egype wrought hard,and yet had: Fleſts 
pots, Orizons auf Garlick to relieve them : but 
you have nothing-ro feed your hopes/ and affe. 
etions, but lies and vanity: -you'work, and have 
to tayment'totover you} all your employmen 
makes you naked; you laboyri'and-have no refty, 
weary and heavy-laden, and ycr>feel 'it n 
Ger. 3. +: Other Labourers have their ii 
ſive ck eye 4 "But-you havenones: the Hireling 

ſhadow, Us Labouret harh his evening 
be nrrtngion his work, his Bed to-fleep on . - bot 
yorr work 2dmits'df no-reſt} *tis? never done, 
Yaudp the Devils work day and night, waking 
Ks, na -while' "you. eat- and drink, 
pry 0n.--O fad'ſervitude! You 
oHh a6 NV Wes > AlFearthly Labour 
ers; have thei? penny, fomething" or other it 
<vmpenſate their pains, -money or maintonance; 
'but y6w have nothing in- hand-6r hope, here vr 
hetedfter, Bur' death and damnativts : the fruit 
ofyour labourshere, is more bitter than —_ 
and the wages at the end of your-day, 
and vengeance,” worm and fire {oY Mark, 9:44: 
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And is notthis' bad erg om on is not time 

finners, to" change yaur 'calimg, and to accept 

this offer made you of ig a. Trade #2. : 
;:Axg- 2-: Secondly, The, danget hat attends 

your-preſent tate ſhould put you 6n a timely 

relinquiſhment -of it: You are-poor, and that 

expoles you- to ſcorn and- contewpt,to opprel- 
fion, treading down, and cruſhing, to devevring 
and deftrugion ; you are not ſafe from ruine one 
moment z the next knock at thy door may be 
a call to Judgment Prov, 17.5« Amos. 4. Ir Hab. 
'3- 14+ Prov. 10 15. When thou licſt- down, thau 
mayeſt make thy bed in Hell-; when thou awak- 
eſt, thou mayeſt ſee God on the Throne, thy 
Soul at the:Bar, thy acculers at the right hand, 
the Evidence in thy one breaſt, the Sentence 
written in. capital letters, Go ye curſed : Under 
thy feet a bottomleſs lake of fre and brimſtone; 
round about thee cruel Devils ready to ere 
upon. thee, and lodge thy guilty condemned 
ſoule inthine eternalhome, Marth. 24 51. You 
have been Prodigals waſting what is not- your 
own,: and are in danger every. day. of a charge 
againſt you. 

You are deefly-in debt, and in danger of an 
arreſt every. hour ; when you go forth, death 
may be at your: heels; when you return, de- 
ſrution- may. enter with you; O-the. uocer- 
tainty of thy time ſinner! the danger of thy 
eternity, the abſolute ruine of thy immortal 
foul, if thy reckoning begin befare thy work : 

_ and haſt thou not reaſon then to haſten about 
thy great concern, and to burn no more day+ 
light in works of darknels ? 
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3. Thirdly, -Thy:dury ſhould quicken 
oy in this preat employment: Re 


y 
gion is not your Liberty, but your manifold 
Dede- The Law-of-Creation hinds you unto 
God: you will confeſs you 'were made dy him, 
Ma God __ - ex ; ws we yi for yp” 
4. 43-21. Thi people bave ] formed for » 
that they ſhould ſhew forth my praiſe. Your 
from the Covenant of Works, is not your liber. 
ty from the cſſential dpties of it:: neither is your 
incapacity to perform it, aCiſpenſation of yous 
obedience : *tis ſtill your duty to return from 
whence you fell; to take the Lord to, be your 
God, to lovehitm with all your heart, and 
all your might; to truſt in him, to ſear an 
obey him. A dravght oftheſe Covenant-dutis 
did God place in your Conſcience, by which 


you ſhall de judged, Row.2; 12. 15. raw, + 


the Counterpane you have' defaced, yet the Q 
riginal Deed is with God, and will be brought 
forth in the, day of Chrift agaipft ſuch as have 
not taken the Lord for their God. _ ; 
" You are alfo maintained by God, and that 


obliges you to him. *Twas the Argument the. 


Apoftle urged to the Maſters'bfReaſon in that- 
age, why they ſhould ſeek the Lord; becauſe 


*twas from him they had their fubſiſtencs;- 


As 17. 28. For in him we live, /and move, and 
bave our being. If God maintains you, 'tis ra- 
tional he ſhould have'the uſe of you. *Twas the 
reaſon Aoſer uſed to prove'Gods right to 
raels all, Dent. 32. 9, to 15.” The Lords portion 
i bis people ;, Jacob 's the Ide of hu #nberitance* 
Why ?- He found him in the deſert Lard, inthe 
V+ ; (, CE 6 Sa 6 2» kr waſte 


7 bono mien, he led him mranees 
| ; he kept T keg T ”* 
e ferrit ne[#, jeitteret 
| _s ag Guphy 5 flap ings, taketh 
. | ma ger Prager ve wr 
, alarie did lead bim. and there was no ftrange God 
with hin : oo And therefore no reaſon they <—thould 
| leave him for ers. )- He made bim ride wy- 
ox the high places of the eart parti; 09 be. be might eat 
the increaſe of the field ; and he mady him to_ ſack, 
| hag on ofthe cs and, out of the flinty 
Rack : Butter of Kine, and milkef Sheep, with fa 
op 
Lambs and Rams of the joy of Baſhan, and 
oats, with i the fat of es, of wheat, and thoy 
| tf worgs « pure b the Grape. Mercics 
| 
) 
| 


: 1 drew with cords of 4 
ESE love, Hof. 11. 4. All thy 


0 Xa to take the Lord to be. thy 


| The Goſpel: of Grace which you profeſs to 
own and receive, binds you to ſeek firſt the 
| Kingdom of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
jo Match. 6.33. to do the work of God, to la- 
"WH dour for . that bread which. endures to eternal 
| life 3 to work the works of God, Foh.6. 27, 28. 
1 to be no more your own, but the Lord's, 1 Cor. 
6. 19, 29. Ceaſe to call or think your ſelves 
Chriſtians ; tell the warld you do not believe 
or hope to be ſaved by a crucified Chriſt Sor elſe 
| come over to: him, and be diſpoſed by his ſacred. 
$ | Will This is your duty. 
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x04. The Yeavenly Trade 
"Argue. 4. Fourthly, Weigh the apa able 
gain Fat will ſorely accrew to'you, if you ſet 
up this trade'of Godlineſs. I havealready ſhewn 
in the demonſtration of this point,the great pro- 
fit that this Heavenly Trade will torn unto, to 
{lf char feal throughly in it, to which 1 advife 
an to caft back your eye, and take three or 
four confiderations more, to convince your un- 
detſtzndings that Religion is eligible on grounds 
of greateſt intereſt : For, Ry o.. 
| Firſt, Religion wilt maintain you in the hard 
eft times :'$o will not other Trades;” there may 
be. ſeaſons when earthly employments will turn) 
to no, accounts. | You have heard that riches 
rofit nat int the day of wrath : and fome of you 
have Teen the time, when they that work could. 
et ſcatcely eat; but Gods work is meat and 
Etink, when daily bread fails, Zob» 4.20. ] have 
weat to eat that you know not of. Godlineſs bath 
the promiſe of the life that now 14,and of that which 
5t0-come, 1 Tim. 4. 8. Godcareth for the righte- 
"41, ad when the Lions lack, and are hunger bit, 
thty that feat the Lord fhall want no good thing, 
Plal. 34+ 10.., They fhall be ſure to be provided 
for, whoever watts *God Hath paft his ward for. 
it : All things are theirs by purchafe, who are 
Chriſts by choice ; that is ( ſaith' Piſeatoy ) 
(o) Al earthly things are deſigned of God for yolY 
'#ſe,, and the furtherance of your ſalvation. 'Not 
as if the Saints had a right to other 'mens in- 
tereſts. The, Apoſtle doth nor ſpeak, here (ſaith Pa- 
Ter) of civil poſſeſſions, but of that divine order by 
0) Omnes res terrena * uſb, © veſtre |aliiti 8 
OFT 7 oe ſow, & veſtre | Rx 
k Eg WhiC 
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which allthings onght to ſerve the good and advan- 
rage of the Charch of God. The earths the Lords, 
and the fulneſs thereof. All which is given into' 
the hands of Chriſt for __ fr his people : 
hath put all things un is feet, an 
Fey to be hea over þ; things to the Chirck;Egheſ: 
1.22, The whole Earth is but Gods Kitchin, for 
the maintenance of his houſe ; and iFhe will ſeed 
his ſervants and ſlaves, much more his children: 
He gives to all their meat in due ſeaſon, ani ſatiſ- 
flies the deſires of every living thing. Much more 
will he care for, and give food convenient to his 
livitig in Feruſalemw, Indeed Believers are not of 
the World, and therefore have not their por- 
tions/in the World : they are the Heirs of Hea- 
ven, and have no promiſe of more on Earth 
than will comfortably carry them home, and 
fiffice for the diſcharge of thoſe offices aſſigned 
to them here : They are Servants, not Heirs, 
who carry the Cloak-bags in their journey. Per 
ſons/ of grandeur bear no more about them 
than for preſent uſe. Surely, were carthly trea- 
ſpres good for heaven-born ſouls,. he that gives 
better things would not deny theſe. But God 
knows enough is as good as a feaſt : and fo much 
the Saints ſhall have in their paſſage home. No 
man ſends his ſervants a journey, but he allows 
them enough to carry them through ; and ſo 
will God to his : If he maintains elders and ene 
mics, much more will he feed his faithful ſer- 
vants and labourers. He bath promiſed to ſupply 
all their wants, Phil: 4. 1c . andis able to make 
it good. If he thinks it not muctr to give' them 
z Crown, he will not' deny them an vi 
qg 
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206 The Heavenly-Trade © 
God ſhould: let his work-men. want,” his wap 
would ceaſe; his own intereſt, as wcll ay hi 
promiſe, obli him to look after ſuch : his 
Love, Truth, Glory, with all his Attribures, are 
concerned to maintain, bis people in his work; 
and therefore. nothing more ure than daily 
bread, and; fufficicncy in all.things to. ſuch ay 
ſerve and obey him. ol 
Secondly,  Godlineſs will ſecure you. in dans 
ous ny; ANT. 3 Yo p, oy lt then walk 
mt «ly, and thy foot not ſtumble 
y =_ 128 tows, thou ſhalt not Ay afraid. 
yea thou ſhalt lie down, and thy ep ſhall be [wen 
V. 24 Far the Lord ſhall be thy confidence, 
ſhall keep thy foot from being taken, The way 
duty is the way of ſafety : whatever men think, 
. the greateſt ſecurity is in the boldeft Adventurg 
for God (if regular ;) where his Sun-does gui 
yous there his ſhadow will cover you; who 
arm you if you are follwoers of that which is £ood? 
x Per. 3. 13. Men may threaten you, bur cannot 
injure you z they may ſpoil your eſtates, impris- 
on your bodies, but cannot do you any r 
rm ; while men keep with God, God wilt 


* . 
: 


abide with them; his preſence ſhall fence them, 
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his favour ſhall ſhield them, his Angels ſhall 
camp about them ;, all his Attributes ſhall guar 
and ſecure them: God's people that. cleave to 
him-in duty, are as the Hebrews in Goſhen, as 
Iſrael in the wilderneſs,as Naab.in the Ark;'t 
onely are ſafe from ruining evils, when others 


are.cxpolcd to deftroying judgments. 
| Thirdl "Say Holineh hor onely main- 
ſoon dn8-lecure you 3) bu ig pi alſo garieh. youu 
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and fill you with-the beft Treafures, the. true 
Riches, Pate 16. 11. the tryed gold that can- 
not be correpted or defrauded, Marth. 6.29; It 
will furniſh you with the unſearchable riches of 
Chrift -the world hath its treaſures ; and {6 bath 
Chrit his precious ſubſtance, to beſtow on all 
that trade with and for him ; as bath been alrea- 


dy ſhewn. | 
"'Fourthly, Piety will cheer and delight you ; 
no comforts like theirs who walk with God in 
truth : This was Hezekiab's cordial when under 
4 (ſentence of death, /ſa. 38. 3. Remember, O 
Lord, 1 beſeech thee, how I bave walked before 
Thee in truth, — 0 4 oy cfm} And 
Pan's rejoycing, in all ſrmplicty and go 
fiotericy be ded ba conver ſation in this Lars 
2 Cvr.'1; 12. The pureft pleafures flow down 
from the Throne, and ſteam in throngh Sanau- 
aty-waters into the foul : Alas/ what are thoſe 
drofly comforts that run thorough the worlds 
channels; which-onely leave a ſlime behind, and 
then empty themſelves into the dead Sea of 
perdition, persſhing in their uſing, Col. 2. 22. Car- 
tal mirth hath a pleaſant entrance, but an ill faFe- 
well; Prov. 14. 13. Even in laughter the beart is 
owful, and the end of that mixgh 1s beavineſs : 
Religion brecds the beſt contentments, and 
moſt ſatisfying pleaſures, P/al. 36. 8. They ſhal 
be abundemtſy ſatisfied with the v7 of thy houſe, 
and thou ſhalt make them drink of the rroers of 


thy on 

_ Fifthly, Wiſdom's Trade will make you tru- 

ly great and honourable, and give you a place 

to walk among thoſe that ſtand by, Zach. 3 Yo 
; | c 
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10$ The Heavenly "Trade 
That is (laith Funim) (p) 1 will place thee in jhy 
ſame dignity the Angels of God enjoy in Heaven, 
and thou ſhalt dwell in the ſame Church amor 
rhoſe Myriades, Prov. 4. 8. Exalt her, and 
ſhall promote thee ;, ſhe ſhall bring thee to. bonaw 
when thou doſt embrace ber. V. 9. She ſhall ging 
to thine bead an Ornament of Grace, a Cramn of 

Glory ſhall ſhe deliver thee. How contempti 

foever the World looks on the: ways of Go 
nefs, and thoſe that eſpouſe them ; yet all true 
greatneſs lies on the ſide of piety, All the worlds 
glory is but a Pageant, a meer ſhew of honour, 
compared to that which is on the head' of every 
true Believer: Saints have the nobleft extra 
Aion, born of God:. the higheſt dignity, wade 
Kings and NG Rev.1.6. Te ſhal 
unto we a kingdom of Prieſts,Ex09.19.6.Cloath- 
cd with the richeſt Ornaments, perfef# through 
drvine comelineſs,E2ek. 16. 10,to 15.appointed to 
a kingdom that is everlaſting,afſured of Thrones 
and Crowns with Chriſt for evermore, Kev, 3.21. 
To him that overcometh will 1 grant to ſit with 
. we 11: my T hrone, even 44 1 alſo overcame, and aw 
fit down with my Father in his Throne. A ſure 
Throne ſhall Believers have above, as certain'as 
Chrift is now upon his Fathers Throne z and the 
ſame Throne that the Father gives to Chriſt, 
ſprerfically,though not gradually : A Crown fitted 
ro their heads; indeed Saints cannot wear the 
Crown : Chriſt doth; his is the Redeemers 
Crown; theirs is the Redeemeds, made of the 
(p) Conſtituem te in eadem dignitate qua ſun i Det 
Fr Gel C inter ipſorum Myriadas in $5. Fecknn con- 
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fame glory :/ Fob.. 17. 24. Father I'will that they 
whows then” baft given me, be with me, that 
they may behold my glory which thou baſt given me, 
2 Tim. 2. 12. 1f-we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reige 
with bim. O blefſed glory, and greatly-to 
longed for: \whoſe meaſure is incomprehenit- 
ble; whoſe duration is undeterminable. ; 
Now; Sinners; If theſe Arguments convince 
you that” 'tis your  neceſlity, intereſt and duty 
to {ct upon this grea: imployment, and you 
find, your hearts really willing to come up to 
the propoled terms of this high Calling, and em- 
brace any counſels that lead thereto. ( «) Then 
Dirett. 1. Firſt; 'You muſt ' get a capacity 
for ſo excellent an undertakings Heavenly work 
is tos high for -carthly natures; *and ſpecial 
ſervice for common'endowments: / They that are 
. #n the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Row, 
$:$/ Nocreature can a@ beyond. U!trs poſſe won 
its being,”tis above- the ſphere of . *® «+ .. 
unchanged nature to carry up the Soul to things 
above, there+ muſt 'be a ſpirirual principle be- 
fore there cat be a heavenly operation z you 
multfirſt be God's workmanſhip before you can 
do his work; a#d be created to: good works be- 
| ok - walk therein, Eph. 2. 10. *Tiz «jad 
Wing (faith Mr. Caryl) to ſee a bad ; 
tvan do that which is oY yet it is ©9 , Lderiv M 
'#" fadder ſirbt' to. ſte'a bad man of 7 ang oy 
continuing in "hit ſtate, to go on do- | 
41} good . thu i3 the atting of the new creature; 
pert-in the old creature's ſtate, and what will that 


4 
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(a) Pri Jang p eſt . velle ſauari, A willingneſs 
to be heded behe Kft pat ofheaitte Sh Ke: 
| | ava? 
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#40 The Peavenly -Trade 
#vail ? To fet upon Religi in yes par erits 
Rare; is ldbour in vain he dbind may as well 
ſpeak, the blind ſce, the dead wilk, while they 
remain ſuch, as they that are:evil; do good { 
Cen 4 corrupt thee br: on d fruit ? Mat, 
7. 18, Or « Fenntain ſen forth as the [ame placi 
ſweet water and bitter? Jam. 3-11. No morg 
can an unſadified Soul do holy work. "The 
perſon- myſt . be gracious. before the wo! 
can be good + God bad firſt reſpef to Abel, 
then to bus, Offering , Gen. 4. 4. The bay for 
Cherry-tree brings forth but harſh Fruit, let the 
foyl and drefling be tever ſo good : 16 is-the 
Soul under the higheſt priviledges and performs 
ances without unplantation into Chriſt. The 
Root muſt bear the Branch, before the Br 
can bear Fruit za breaking off from the 
Olive with a participation of the fatneſs of the 

Olive-tree, is abſolutely neceſſary to trut 
aithfulneſs, Row, 11. 17, 18. Four things art 
needful to make an Adtion Evangelically good; 
a good Principle, Matter, Form and End; neis 
ther of which. is conliſtept with a man in his 
natural Rate. *Tis dangerous alſo as well 2s 
vain, for perſons to ſet upon doing good, and 
never care to become good : - for this deecives 
their own Souls, making them think their con» 
dition ſafe when they are wretched, miſerable, 
poor, blind andnaked, Rev. 3..16. and not only 
feeds an Errour in their ſtate, but trongly hin- 
ders the cure, while theſe unprofitable duties 
conſume Salvation-time, and deſtroy Salvation 
hopes : oy 4s uſually rhe #fue of Preſum- 
ption; and they that canyon ty 
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well; ſhall conclude when too late, that it ſhall 
hever be. better - This then is your firſt work, 
(Souls) To be ſanttified and made meet for your 
Maſters uſe, and prepared (b )to every good work, 
2 Tim.2.21. Labour to get your natures chan- 
ped, and bearts quickened ; you muſt be born 
agtin, or cannot fee the Kingdom of God: Be 

to Jefus ts create in you a new heart, 
renewed mind, will and afﬀfeQions, to have a 
faving principle put into your hearts, and a dif- 
poſition 'of Soul towards the whole will of 
God : Cry mightily for the Spirit, and wait for 
his movings, upon the/face of Sanftuary-waters, 
and nd of God' in the Goſpel 
=_ your : Get under the healing-wings 
'of Chriſt, and'reſt not lookingunto Jeſus till vir- 
the'go out from him to heal your Souls :1f 
this* be thy -reftleſs defire, thov'can'ſt not let 
"Chrift alone, running after him, crying 7eſ# thou 
\Soriof David, Doe gr he will turn 
-again, and have compathon, and give the holy 
"Spirit to them that' unfeignedly and inceſſantly 
*askhim, Adrk 10: 47. 48. 49: Luke, 11. 13, 
-* DireF. 2. Secondly, ceaſe from your own 
__ 55- 7- Let the wicked forſaks bis 
Way, the iunrighteous man his thoughts, and 
"bet him zeturn mito the Lord, and he will have- 
"mercy - The firft Rep in returning to God, is 
*depa from \fm'"and ſelf; (c) Neither can 
"we (faith Calvin): hold converſe with a holy God, 
(4) rnuyes uirey, falbioned as a Velle! : the meaning, is 
- (faith Dr. ) that then a man. is good when 
; $0. good works, . (c) Nibil notjs can 
| dilcedamus, Calr, vil 


called' Saints; there ,is no. cloathing .upon.in 
regen:ration; work, the old-: garments muſt. off 
before the new-will come on: Religion is nat 
-a covering for, bur a ſtripping off.a -finful life, 
. neither can you be; free to ſet on, God's work 
{till you leave your old works. Rom. 6. 20. For 
-when_ you were | the ' ſervants of ſim, ye were free 
from righteouſneſs: You had nothing to do with 
holineſs yau. h«d no freedom to.do God's. work 
while you ,were Sins ſervants: He ary A 
their at ual liberty from grace, not their legal 

;Aoms, (d) faith Parew;) you arc not at liberty 
.to do the-work. of holineſs, while under the 


.comimand of fin,” No. man can ſerve two Ma- 


ſers : Mar. 6. 24. that is, two contrary Lords, 
: How can the ſame man (e)({aith Grotinxs), fol- 
law godlineſs\as his work,, and at. the ſame . tame 
be a&iſtrafted with cares about getting and keep- 
ng earthly things ? *Tis a vainty for: perſons. to 
, dream of a. compliance ,bgtween- fin ang. holi- 
nels whole work 1s:to9..ingpoſiGent ſox one 
.Soul at one time.;. ruling iniquity: and grace,.are 
(4) Libertas hie deiifdo non d2 jure imelligater, (c) £40- 
moo porerit unus Memque hens pill re Js 
P 
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Fvo'contrary ſtates, which cannot meet .in one 
perſon and titme : Never think of ' ſetting up 
on the Heavenly Trade, till you are freed from 
helliſh ſervitude, and inveſted with the liberry 
of the Sons of God; a freedom from the love 
and ſervice of-every ſm. Godlineſs calls for the 
whole of 4 man's heart, ftrength and time, and 
requires a perſon void of any inconliſtent obli- 
vations"; reſolve to break from every way of 
death, if ever you think to enter into the way 

of life. | 
Dire. 3 Thirdly, Make over your ſelves to 
the Lord iv an Everlaſting Covenant; they that 
will be Maſters of a Trade,muſt firſt be bound to 
the ſervice of it, and: reſign up their perſons; 
wills, capacities and time to the inftruftion and 
government of: another-in order to their fitneſs 
jor ſuch a'calling: And ſo muſt ſouls that will 
learn Wiſdom's Merchandiſe, they muſt bind 
themſelves to the Trade, and make over them- 
ſelves and their all to God in Chriſt, to be 
taught \ and enabled to-ſet- up this excellent 
work, Fer. 50: 5. They ſhall ah the way to Sion 
wth their faces thitherward, ſayng, Come and let 
us join our ſelves to the Lord in a perpetual Cove- 
nant that cannot be forgotten. Sin hath made a 


ſeparation between their God and them , and 


brought a death upon their mercies and Temple- 
enjoyments.: but. now the Spirit of Prophecy 
breathing on theſe dry. bones, moves them to a 
vital uniog with the fountain of life, (the onely 
regular way to their new work and mercies) 
they muſt firſt be. joyned to the Lord, before 
they can-be rejoyned to one another, and Fo 
I enjoy 


114 The Heavenly Trade 
enjoy their loſt- priviledges ; and this union 
lies; in: a hearty. acceptance of offered grace, a 
taking hold of God in Chriſt, and a Coves 
nart-lurrender of the whole ſ{oul- and its All 
to him again : (O for. arms to embrace him, 
faith Mr. Rutherford) This is called a giving 
up-of ones ſelf tothe Lord , 2 Corinth. 8. 5, 
Bus this they did not as we. hoped, but firſt gaw 
themſelves to the Lord, and unto ws by the will of 
Cod: They exceeded our hope: We onely. cx- 
peed ſome part of what was theirs, but they 
gave themſelves firſtto God, and to us. (to be 
directed and governed by the will. of God, to 
has mg in the fellow{hip of his Goſpel) as 
well as. their intereſts-to. the ſervice of. his 
people - *Tis alſoa-giving away of ones ſelf to 
the Lord wholly, unrelervedly and perpetually, 
to.be.no more his own, 1 Cor 6. 19. And ye 
are 70t your own. . This furrender of your ſelves 
to. God (ſouls) mult be in judgment, underſtarid+ 
ingly, and ariſcth freely on choice ; univerſally, 
without the leaſhreſervationg abſolutely, withe 
out any. limitation or conditions-of our own 
eternally, without, any expiration and-term. of 
this grant, and to be atteſted by all overt ads 
within-your power, ſa. 44: 5- One: ſballſay 1 an 
the: Lord's, another | ſhall call himelf by the name- 
of Facob ; another. ſhall; ſub/cribe with.his hand 
unto the. Lord ,and ſurname bjwmſelf by the name of 
Facob, Whatever may moſtiſullyi enſure. and 
expreſs an abfolute devotcdneſs unto God, muſt 
be done by thoſe that ever expe to thriye if 
 grace-and godlineſs, Verſe ;, 4: 1 willpour water 


pon hun that 1s thirſty, and floods upon a 
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und 4 Twill for my Spirit upin- thy ſeed, and 
&y bleſſng aperhy of prong, andrhey ſhall ſpring 
ups _ grafſe,' 4s willows by the waters, 
cou ſes. ronce this implantation into Chriſt 
is diſpatched, then will the Lord give proſperi-: 
ty to that ſoul; then are you'/in a wy way to 


facceſs in all your holy undertak and like 
to ſpeed well in-this Heavenly Trade when you 

| become entirely the Lord's in-order to it :-O be 
not {atisfied'till God be yours + (The Kings Son 
or no Husband, Rutherford.) The rational foul 
(fairh Auguſtine) being capable of God, can be ſa- 
tisfied with nothing but God..  - 

| Dire. 4+ Fourthly, Come over into- the: ſa- 
mily of Chriſt, if you would -drive on this Hea- 
venly Trade to-purpole: Apprentices are-houſ- 
hold- ſervants, \up-riſing, and dow-lying ;-and 
fo: myſt Wiſdoms Traders be ; they muſt: be 
members of Chriſt's family ,; and-dwellers inthe 
houſe of | God; Pjal..65.'4»: Blefſed'is the man 
whom thou chuſeſt, and canſeft to approach nite 
thee, that hemaydwellsn thy Courts ;, we (ball: be 
ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy bouſe, even of thy 
holy Temple. Thoſe whotn-God chuſes for bin» 
lf, he brings to: himſelf, and» makes /them 
dwellers inhisCourts: Such, , 
one is entered into bis fam" 7* ©jus ey 7 ear! 
% that be being a ſound Be a= penid roger 

ver, may ſpend his lift 4s cy; viren degds Bud. 
mong” the- .boly: Citizens of 
Heaven, - Thoſe whomthe Lord takes intoCa> 
venant,; he- takey) into- communion: not- onely 
wittrhimiclf; burwith hispeople- Fer. 3: 14-15- 
dan married unto you, and I will take you ww 4 
" I 2 ”Y, 
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City, and two of 4 Family,” and 1 will bring" you 
watto Sion, and I will give you Paſtors "according to 
wy own heart, which ſhall feed you with knowledge 
and n1derſtanding: This was intended of Goſpel. 
fimes arid Churches : When all the Nations ſhal 
be'gathered to the' Name of the Lord to Feruſalem 
verſe 17. And the boiſe of Tudah ſhall walk wit 
the houſe of 1ſfratl, verſe 18, which began'to be 
folfilled upon the breaking down of rhe parti 
tion wall, and*the bringing in- of the Gentiles 
unto Chriſt, Ephe/. 2. 14,15, 19. When Believer 

| uld be no more ftrangers, 
and foreiners, but fellow-ci 
tizens with the Sdints, and of the houſhold of God. 
The Apoſtle hath-reference to the: 2th Yer/e; 
where fouls out of 'Chrift are ſaid/to be aliens 
from: the Common:wealth of 7/raet, ſtrangers 
to the 'Covenant "of Promiſe ;-but'now having 
acceſs to God by one 'Spirit,' verſe 18. Ye are 
no-more ſtrangers and foreiners. (a) [nr reſpet 
of the Churchrof God you are no longer flrangers 
(faith Zanchy) pur fellow-citizens with the Saimts, 
and in regard of the Covenant of God, you are m 
more foreiners; but of the houſhold of God. In 
whom all the bulding fitly framed-together (that 


Yideuinor . 


is, every ſtone inthe building): growetb - anto/ an: 


holy Temple in the Lord, verſe'21. The Church 
of. God is his Temple where he is righthly ſerv 
ed; Rev. 7. 15. Therefore are they before the 


Throne of God, and ſerve hins day and night in his 


Temple : whith'is bis Church (faith Mr, Durhaw) 
bert begun by feltow ſhip in his Ordinances and in 


) Rejpentn Ker ublice Iſraelis (i. e.) Eccleſia conciue 5 
Rap reſpais federis cum” Deo effe A fice Dei. 
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Heaven compleatly. Ezek, 20. 40. For in my he- 
ly Mountain , in the Mount 4in of the Height of 
Iſrael (a' type of Golpel-Churches) fa#rb_ the 
Lord God; there ſhall all the houſe of 1/[racl, all of 
thew in the Land, ſerve me; there will 1 _ 
them, there will I require your offerings : Plainly 
intimatingthat God hath no acceptable ſervice, 
but in the Churches of his Saints; I mean as 
to publick worſhip : Perſons cannot give God his 
fall inſtituted worſhip, till they come into fel- 
lowſhip with his people, ſeeing Church-fellow- 
ſhip is it ſelf an inſtitution of Chriſt. Marth. 28. 
19, 20. Afts2. 41, 42. 1 Cor. 12. 18. Mat.18., 
17, 18, 19. The Church of Chriſt is his Body, 
ry wp his - 4430” ay 1 Cor, 12, = 
hat being fuly joyned together, theymight wicreaſe 
with the Pers God. Ephbe/. NY 5 Col «219% 
His Vineyard where his work lies, and into 
which he ſends his Labourers, Iſa. 5-7. Matth. 
20. 1, 2. His Garden where. his Lillies and Beds 
of Spices are. Cant. '6. 2, His Family where 
he feeds and inſtrufts them , where he-guides 
and governs them. 1 Tim. 3. 15. Epheſ. 3. 15- 
His San@uary where he hides and ſecures them. 
Pſal. 78. 6g. His Galleries where he walks, 
and is held by his Saints. Cant. .7. 5. His Golden- 
candleſticks where his Lamps are burning : The 
Firmament and Heaven where his Stars are 
ſhining,” and the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſeth 
with healing in his wings. Rev. 2. 1. There's his 
Granory where he laies up his proviſions, his 
manna, marrow, fat things, and. ſpiced wine - 
| Iſa. 25. 6. There's his School where he inſtructs 
his Diſciples, and makes them wiſe to ſalvation. 
I 3 Ifas 
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Jſa."54: 13. All thy Coilaren fhnll be taught of 
#he Lord, and great ſhall be the peace of thy chil. 
dren : There are his Oracles and Secrets. Rom, 
3-2. : The Adoption, the Glory, the Covenants,the 
giving of the Law, and the Service of God,and the 
Promiſes, Rom. 9, 4. There's bis Nurſery where 
his - tender plants are fet to grow, where he 
brings" ia thoſe that ſhall be 1laved. As 2.47, 
And'the Lord added to the Courch dayly ſuch a 
ſbould be ſaved. His converting the Gentiles is 
ealled a perſwading them into the tents of Shem, 
that is the Church of God, Ger. 9. 27. Yea the 
Houſe of God is the gate of Hezven. Gen.28.17; 
This is none other but the Houſe of God; this # 
the gate of Heaven. (v) By the gate of the Church 
(faith Auguſtine) we enter into the gate of! Para- 
dife : How gooaly then aretheſe Tents of . Facob/ 
How aniiable are thoſe Tabernacles of Iſracl ? As 
phe valleys they ſpread forth, 44 gardens by the 
Rivers ſide, as the trees of Lign-aloes which the 
Lord bath planted, and as Cedar-trees beſide the 
waters, Numb. 24: 5,6. To your Tents then, O 
Jfrael, 2. Sqm. 20: 1, Fly to your windows O ye 
Doves, Ha. 60.8. Love the habitation of Gods 
honſe,” and the place where his honour dwells, Pla), 
26} 8. Where are ſuch pleafures,treaſures,light, 
life : where are your chick intereſts, your pri- 
viledges, your work, your Lord, the firſt-fruits 
of your eternal ploxy ? if you have taken Chriſt 
foryour Teacher, you muſt take his Church for 
your- School; you-niuft dwelf where he dwells, 
where you may 'fit at his fcot,. and receive his 
Dbarine. | 
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'Col. 3.2; He that ſets his face towa 


* T19 
| Dirt}. 5. Fifthly, Be mortified to this pre- 
ſent worldz get your hearts looſe from things 
below. No man that warreth (a) ——_— bim- 
ſelf with the affairs of this life, that he may pleaſe 
him that bath choſen him to be a ſouldier, 2 Tim. 
2.4. He does not lay ties and 1nares about his 
feet, which throw him down, and hinder the 
courſe he engages to fellow. Chriſtianity is 
a Warfare, and Race; eatthly things in 'the 
heart are as entanglements about the feet, which 
hinder this undertaking; you will have no li- 
berty to heavenly things, till redeemed from 
tho Earth ; nor-can run the race towards glory, 
till you lay aſide the weights that preſs you down, 
and the ſin that doth ſo off) beſet you, Heb. 12:1. 
If you will ſet your affeftions on things above, 
you muſt firſt rake them off from things beneath, 

6, Heaven, 
muſt turn his back upon the world, Phil, 3. 13. 
Forgetting thoſe things that are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto thoſe things that are before: Thie 
World is one of thoſe things Chriſtians muſt 
leave - behind them, if ever they think to reach 
Heaven, ( 6) We ſbonld (ſaith Luther) with a cer 
tain greatneſs of mind contemn this life,and world, 
and with-a large heart breath after © the future 
glory of an Eternal Life. Till you are brought to 
a contempt of this world, and can count it as 
drofs and dung, you can never value Heaven, or 
puriue things above with an even and uninter- 


(8) *Eurairerc, tricis OW laqueis implicatur (b) Debe- 

bamiis magno unimo contemnere vitam & mundum & 

_m p:core anbelare a1 fuluram gloriam eteri# vith, 
ther. in Gen, 


I 4 rupted 


; 
# 


720 The Heavenly Trade 
rupted heart. That ſoul which deſigns to make 


Religion its works, mult be ready” to. attend it 
atall times, and to have the heart compoſed 


and fitted to all the inſtruions that lead ro it, 
which an carthly heart cannot do - A light andy 


matable ſpirit, now-for God, and. then for. the 
world, is unfit for this great employment. He 
that puts his hand to the plouzh, and looks back. s 
wnmeet for the Kingdom of God, Luke g.62,. And 
ſuchis a heart under the command of earthly 
things ; *ris never ſtedfaſt with God : the things 
of this world fill the ſoul with wind, and make 
it light and trifling about, the things of God: 
The heart of manu like that Jewel (| have read 
of) that one gave to Alexander, that while it was, 
kept bright, weighed down the choiceſt gold, and 
moſt precious ſtones;, but if once it fell into the 
Auſt, and took, ruſt, it was lighter that: 8 feather : 
And fo is the heart, if it falls into the duſty 
things of this world. The Church cloathed with 
the Sun,” hath the Moon under her feet, Rev. 
12.1. Themorea foul is filled with the pure 
/ wow of God, and ſhining in its converſa- 
Lion, the more it is lifred up above the world: 
The nearer Heaven, the farther from Earth. 
The more ſeparate from the world( {gies Mr.Green- 
bill on Ezth. 3.23.) the more fit for communion 


with God: Eztehiel muit leave his bouſe, and ga © 


#nto the plain, and there the Lord will talk, with 
him. The King's daughter muſt forget her own 
people, and her Father's houſe, ere the King 
would greatly deſire her beauty,P7al.45.10,11: 
And Abraham muſt leave his Countrey,and plea- 
lant habitation, beforche could get into a "ay 

os 0 
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of frequent communion with Gad ; and ſo muſt 
2 ſoul in heart and affections lit loole from 
the enſnaring things of this world, if ever 
it, WY he thinks to drive this Heavenly Trade. (c) By 
del ſo much the more (ſaith Auguſtine) doth any one 
he cleave to God, as be ceaſes from loving” bis own 
Te interefFs. 
is Dire&. 6. You muſt reſolve onthisallo, To 
d ſubmit to all the inftructions the Lord Jeſus 
y gives you z to go thorough all the labours, and 
bear all the burdens that this Heavenly Trade 
c calls you to; every Art and Calling have their 
principles and rules, by the knowledge and obe- 
dience of which they are attain'd to ; and fo 
f hath Religion : And as Piety is the higheſt and 
[ nobleſt profeſſion ; ſo are its principles more 
pure and myſterious, and with greateſt difficul- 
ty attainable, Acquired knowledge furniſhes 
men with light ſufficient for all earthly under- 
takings ; but to this Heavenly. Trade both in- 
fuſed and acquired underſtanding is needtul : 
both rules, and aneye to diſcern them muſt be 
given, if ever this Art be obtained : For this 
end the Lord Jeſus is given, for «4 light of the 
Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, that they may lee, 
Iſa. 42. 6, 7. and for a Prophet, to teach and in- 
ſtrut them the way they ſhould go: and to 
:hearand obey him as ſuch, is the abſolute du- 
ty of all thathave given themlelves up to his 
conduQt and. government, Atts 3. 22. A Prophet 
ſhallthe Lord your God raiſe up unto you of your 
brethren like unto me, him ſhall you bear in all 


gy Tanmomagis adbaret Deo quilibet quanio manus diligir 
ofrium. 


things 


The Yeavenly Trade 
things whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you; He hay 
wridertaken to inwiſe them that obey kim, and 
to ſhew them what they muſt do, Acts 9. 6. And 
if they -go on to know, they ſhall know the 
Lord: it they ſitat his feet, and hear his Wo 
Dent. 33. 3. he will ſhipe out to them, and { 
out a fiery Law for them : In order to which 
inſtru&ion your duty is to hear him, to watch 
daily at his gates, and to wait at the poſts of 
his houſe, Prov. 8. 34. when he calls, fay . with 
Samnel, Speak Lord , for thy ſervant heareth, 
1 Sam, 3.10. And whatſotver _—_ (ſaid the 
Mother of our Lord) unto you, doit, Toh. 2. 5. 
Slight no direQtions, ftick at no. difficulties in 
comporting with his pleaſure, *tis for the life of 
your {ouls ; obedience is ſo neceſſary in_ the 
Diſciples of Chrift, as that without it no true 
knowledge can be attained here, Fob. 7. 19. (if 
any man doth bis will be ſhall know the Dottrine) 
nor ſalvation hereafter, Heb. 5. 9g. (he became 
the Authour of eternal ſalvation to all them that 
obey bim :) His yoake « eaſie, and his burden « 
lizhe, Prov. 8. 5, 6. Prov. 3. 17. He enjoyns you 
nothing but what. is needtul, profitable, excel 
lent, and pleaſant: Hear and your ſouls ſhall live, 
Fa: 53. 3. Shall the ſervants of men come, go, 
do this or that, when they are bidden ? dart. 
8. 8. Yeagſha!) the Devil's flaves do the greateſt 
drudgeries, run moſt deſperate adventures} 
throw themſclves from pinacles ; yea. damn 
their ſouls at his bidding ?. and the ſervants of 
Chriſt fo difobedicnt (when ?ris for their own 
concerns, their mercies and advantages are 
wraptup in it) and that to ſo rational agd ealic 
m- 
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iunRtions 2 The confideration of this prevailed 
with a Heathen to obedience, when againſt his 
inclination. 2 King. 5. 13. His ſervants came 
near and ſaid ; My Father, if the Prophet had bid 
thee do ſome great thing, would"ſt thou not 'have 
done it ? (ſeeing it is for thy life and health) bow 
witch rather then when he ſaith to thee, waſh and 
be eltan ? If his commands ſeem grievous, let 
love ſweeten them : If hs yoke ſeem heavy, ler 

his reſt at the end of it render it eafie:: when 
duties ſeem burdenſom to fleſh and blood, his 
burdens heavy, loſſes for the Goſpel's ſake great, 
think thus; better ſmart once than ever; to 
undergo troubles in the way, than at the end ; 
to have my bad things here, rather than be tor- 
mented hereafter, Luke 16. 25. and what pains 
and hardſhips will men undergo for gold that 
periſheth, 1 Pet.. 1.7. yea for counters that 
cheat them ; and ſhall not 1 for an inheritance 
that fadeth not, reſerved in Heaven, 1 Pet. 1.5. 
What frivings have ſome to obtain a Crown 
that is cor1Uptible 3 and ſhall I be weary that 
am in purſuit of one that is incorruptible? 

1 Cor, 9. 25. without labour, no reſt ; ' without 
bearing the heat and burden of the day (when 
called thereto.) no peuny at the end, Mart. 20, 

12, 13. without triving lawfully, no crowning, 
2 Tim. 2. 5. without doing the commandment, 
no cating of the tree of life, Rev. 22. 14.without 
enduring to the end, no ſalvation, Xark 13. 13. 
comfort your ſelves with this, that Heaven will 

"+ake amends for all; when your wet and 'wea- 
ry ſowings ſhall end in a pleaſant and eternal 


harveſt, Gal. 16. g. Let ns not be weary in well 
| doing 


— 


hath 


1 


and 
the 
Ind, 
hd 
Ich 
tch 
of 
ith 
F- 
in 
of 
) 


) 
Mi 
he 
ie 
Ie 
if 
x 
1 


k 


x24 _ ' The Yeavenly Trade 
doing, for you ſhall reap in due time, 8 fas 
wot . Fe ftedfaſt, unmovable , always dhende 
81 the work of the Lord, foraſmych as you knay 
that your labour is not in wain'in the Lord, 
1 Cor. 15. 58. 


Direft.7.Laſtly, What you do,doquickly,time i 
waits not your leifure. There are but twelve WF; 


hoursin the day, and how many of them have 
been ſlept and finned away, and how few: of ih 
them maybe before yon, who knows ? What 
if your Sun ſhould fet at noon day? or a ſums d 
mons meet you in the midſt of your work : Gwe 7 
account of thy Stewardſhip, for thox ſhale be ng 
longer Steward, Luke 16. 2. What will you then 
do'? Sore of youarc in your aſternoon,and what 
time is that toſer forth ſuch a long journey as 
the way to Heavenis ? and yet will you gain (by 
your delays) ſome of this time allo,'for the De- 
vil, World and Fleſh? others of you are in your 
morn ng, (the beſt time to put- forth in- your 
travel towards glory : ) O/ lole not your ſeq- 
fon for eternity : Makes much of ime, (faith' 
Aquinas) eſpecially in the weighty matter of Sal- 
wation :'O ! how much would they that now liz 
frying in Hell, rejpyce, if they might have the leaſt 
minute of time wherein they might get Gods fa- 
vour : the young man bath death at bis back, the 
ld man before his eyes, and that's the more dan- 
gerous enemy that purſues thee, than that which 
marches up tothy face * Chriſt's work admits of 
no delays, his injunRtion allows not of too mor- 
row,--hut-while *tis called to day: Heb.” 3. 7. 
To day if you will bear his qoice, verl. 13. To day, 
left any of you be bardned through the to th 
c 
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of ſm : Seth the Lord while be. may be found, 
Iſa. 55. 6. (Haſte, haſte, the tide will not ide, 
Rutherford.) *Tisnow or never, while the Light 
ſhines, the Lord knocks, the Angel roves on 
the waters, while the Lord delays his coming - 
Salvation-work is quick work , God's racers 
muſt run, bis Doves muſt fly, his Servants be 
Ciligent, -that they may be. found of him in 
peace, 1 Cor. ©. 26. 1/a.60. 8. 2 Pet. 3. 14. You 
that have ſtood idle in the np all 
your day hitherto, haſten into the Lord's Vine- 
yard, Marr. 20.6. (Love is lick to hear tell of 
tomorrow, Mr.Rutherford) What Jonathan (aid 
to hjs Lad when Davids's life was in danger, let 
me adviſe you : And Jonathan cried after the 
Lad, make ſpeed, haſte, ſtay not, 1 Sam. 20. 38. 
1 re nothing ({aid precious Mr. : 
Welch when on his ſick-bed) but Te I 
that I was ſo long in begiming : O, ref uagy "Þ 
faith David, that I had wings like 
4 Dove, for then would I fly away, and be at reſt - 
1 would haſten my eſcape from the ſtormy wind | 
and Tempeſt, Pſal. 55. 6, 8. Sinners, you are 
in danger of ſtormy rempeſts while in your un- 
changed ſtate: O haſten to your ſtrong holds ye 
proſoners of hope. When Zrentizs was like to 
be given'up to the enemy, one writes him this 
m_ 3 Fuge Brenti cito ' citins wa" * Fly 
tius quickly, more quickly , moſt ſpeedily. 
Souls, *tis =, lives, —= all poſſible haſte 
about the: work of your Salvation: And you 
thatare entred on this heavenly work, double 
our diligence that you may finiſh your courle 
xelore finiſhes your time ; methinks: the 
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word of God,and his providences this day 57 
every thing ſeetns ts thruſt you forward, 

to youas Pharach's Task- mafters did to 1/raeb 
Exod.'5. 13.  Andthe T ath-maſters baſied theih 
faying, fulfil your work. , 


Ts P rofeſſors. 


Counſel 2. Secondly, If the Heavenly Tradg, 
be the beſt Trade; then you that profeſs this 
- Calling,. be you-exhorted to follow it ; keep up 
and improve your Trade for Heaven : what's ay 
*employment without improvement? the moſt 
profitable Calling. not followed, turns to little 
advantage Tre. day we live in gives men 
{tnlible'experience of this truth, that they. whis 
intend to live in the World, muſt attend theit 
employments : The idle perſon luffers hunger: 
they muſt be careſul and diligent in their buſi 
nels, that think. 'to- make any. thing of theif 
earthly intereſts; and fo *tis in-this- Trade of 
gadlineſs; they that will. be ſaved, muſt-work. | 
out thesr Salvation. ATradeis a man's buſinels, 
and courſe. of life, which- he putſucs: and -cag+ * 
ries 0n' from day-today; 'tis the-ſubje& of big \ 
thoughts, counlels,. and conſiderations: of his ' 
tune, and ftrength, and-daily work : where he 
ends one day, he begins the next, and. contei» 
hbutes his utmoſt wiſdom, parts and: labours to 
the moſt' vigorous proſecution of it - And-td - 
muſti be in this Heavenly, Trade, ( Chriſtians) 
itmuſt be the impending buſineſs, and» principal 
concern of: your: whole - life : that which com» | 
mands your:thoughts, purpotcs and por | 
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which engrofſes your time, care and F 
and to which every other buſineſs muſt give 
way, and every- occaſion and occurence muſt 
be toblervient: it muſt be followed, and driven 
on every day, in every thing, place and com- 
pany : whatever is. negleted , that muſt go 
on, and pive no place to intermiſſions, ,no, 
not for a moment; You muſt not ſay to godli- 
nels, as Felix did to: Paul; Go thy way for this 
tame, when { have a more convenient ſeaſon 1 will 
ſend for thee, Aits 24. 25. Stops in the way of 
Godare noteaſily recovered : one days negle&t 
brings all outof order: Proſperity in Religion 
admits of no Parentheſss in its work, or conſiſts 
with allowed: interruptions: Piety muſt be as 
the blood that runs through every veinof your 
life, and affair inthe World - In eating, drink- 
ing, talking, thinking, buying, ſelling, you muſt 
be ſtill driving-on Wifdom's Merchandife. Chri- 


 ſtians, fglHow your work, or lay down. your 


Trade';-Yis vanity, yca, the way to beggery, to 
profeſs a Calling, and not purſue it. 


: But wherein. lies this Heavenly Trade, 
which I muſt ſo make my buſineſs ? what do you 
drive at by all theſe Arguments for Heavenly - 
Trading ? 


What I intend. by this metaphor, 1 ſhall open 
to you: under thele ſeven general Heads, as the 
main duty of a Chriſtian, and ts be carried on 
in thewhole courſe of his life. 

1; Tohave and keep upa heavenly ſpirit. 

2- To ſecute your intgreſt in heavenly things. 

3. To 
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3 To. get.in more and\ more. of heavenh 
Goods: | we 
4 Every day to drive on heavenly work. 
5: To be heavenly in your thoughts and 
ditations daily. + 
6 To keep up heavenly converles, every 
day. . i 
7.-To. improve every thing you have, inegt 
with, and do, to heavenly ends and gdvantages/ 
Firſt; If you Will drive on this bene 


Trade, you muſt have and maintain a heay 
fpirit-;z this.is the {pring ef all heavenly aRi 
as'is a man's ſpirit; ſo will his thoughts, word, 
and converſation be ;, look what way the ſpirit 
of a man goes, that way the man goes : Thy 
F\ that ate after the fleſh, do mind the things of t 
4 fleſh; and they that are after the ſpirit, the things 
of the ſpirit ;, That is, they that are altogether ( 
led by theer carnal affections, (laith Waller) fak' 


lowing the datture of- the fleſh (faith areus,) 
ty mind, 


who are govern'd by a carnal {pirit, 
and purſue carnal things; and hey that atg 
aſter, the ſpirit, who are under the,rule and \gox 
verntgent (6) of the fpirit, who are ſpiritua 
minded, theſe do 1avour and make after. ſpurt 
rual things. -What the Prophet Ezekel ſpeak 
of the inotion of ſecond caufes according ' to 
the dire&ion and influence of- the firſt cauſc., 
Ezek, 1. 26. Witherſoever the! ſpirit was to go, 
they went ;, (that is the wheels,) for the ſpirit of 
. the living ereatares was in the wheels : The lame: 
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Tis a that {avours as.yecll; as {ces hgaver- 
ly things 46, taſts a ſweetneſs in Divine Shings: 

-15 nothin man on need that ſo, pleaſes 

| iricuql chings. So much is 

7 wor ,Rom..8,5. Do,(z) mind 

he Ne ;' that. js to favour and 


ilh them +10 tis ,AMatth. 1.6.23. 
Fo ts net the t; bings that be of Gad: 
t includes the Aﬀettions as well as the Under- 
andi A heavenly ſpirit takes delight in hea- 
hings be; is an aQtive principle that carries 


ES and-things eternal : And 
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. % wats pleaſine. and his commands! pore 
vous.” This is, 608 of the moſt 
of Obiiuaicye © 
and ſpring 6 
far 'eaſitr to fer * nope 
*keep the heart "ma * 
which is aptto lan 
Moment, if ovt kept ry mane 
cohtitned! ſyppl by om above. ' | 
Xeey' thy me 5 tt pence, Tk it 
Yhe' nf Life. -Now : if ou x | 
heyy pirit. © _. | 
Firſt” Beware '6f thoſ _ ie welt 
it A" Heavenly Spiric is a very render th 
2nd wouſt be chazrly kepr,or will ooh ſuffer 16 
*ris like rhe apple of the eye; that i Tidble” 
mjury from every duſt or ftroik"thar L"_ 
high it; or like a Venice- glaſs; that's down 
broken with every: 'Airtle 'touch'' You canfiet- 
be ro choice andtetifier in watching and guar 
ing this Spitir from'every thing that is cofit 
to it. 
Take heed of carnal luſts, theſe fahd betwed 
Godand the foul, and theſe reſiſt” the Spirit, 
Gal. 5,17, and hight agal the ſoul. 1. Petc2/1 | 
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ſes, «nd then vreſenrty fora is wc 
t96. 12," Thoſe divine 5 could ue 
afid what” was the caule'? was wehorevk 
fied hits ie ile? them. Yo 14. 


lnſted exceedingly i the” wilderneſs, and 
__ God in the Deſart, d1d he gave thew their 
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* he" mag ein eo that renderly af- 
a Er -Soew —_—_— /our eternal 
wot oa grieve fuch a 
| ps oriesfregn a'friend;” Srcondly, 
"of friend. '' Unkindneſs from 
we love, docs uſually fit nearer” our 

11; eh Wy Anjuries fron rangers or ene- 
thay: we vufually "exſpe&t more regard from 
ſuch; and ther ate more- troubled at dif. 
aþÞþdititrnents:Ahd fuch is the tenderneſs of the 

that want of love, or injury 
| j"an@ capries «in (it al 
Tthatwhich is. its nature is gric Again, wg 
vſvally- grieve 'a4. the evils 0 thole we love; 
46d fueh afar Believers, ehey are inju- 
ries to themiplves, and cnemics to their own 
Souls: Houle: This the of God fees. that gra- 

elous Souls; dy carnal affeRtions, and ten- 
fot "Þy their corrupt communications, 
| luſts, donor onely reſiſt him, and 
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continual” pros Fiſſes in the {amore that' day; _ 
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an a heavenly Countrey ; + wn Spas 6 of 
ve, and- em- 
ek rwdes { +rq wer a by faith !- and' 
made after - lng - and that which did fo power- 
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above 5- was their believing - ſights - of - them 
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things, of which" Canaan was atype. So (4) Pas 
rew' refers the-participles --here ts the rNings 
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tobe whexe this bleſſed Countrey is; the breadih 
and length of __ we now look into 

If your thoughts bEmuch on Heaven, your le g. 
ings/ will be much' for Heaven. I have read'g 


this\life 3 yet this/is- not Heaven ; my affe&iont 
muſt nor. ſtay here. - Allow time every days i 
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NR SIRE of 
a 


Sixthly, 'If yon would up 


Spirit; be muth exerciſed in heavenly ati 
As is mens ments they-are. mos Terk 
about, io. ulually is their  ſpitje : Aion 
"Noor earthly thing, oe candy mince 
up about earthly are . ; 
their ſpirits being emAured with the things they: 
have much to do with: Such-are: heaven 
aQjons to armory they draw forth 
exerciſe their-graces : uſe makes men. ready, 
and adapts their fpirits to-rheir work. The 
Apoſtle makes this an evidence - of trength in 
grace, that ſuch are much in the exerciſe of it. 
Heb.5, 14. Strong weat belongeth 'to them who 
are of full 83e ; even thoſe who by reaſon of uſe 
have their Jenſon exerci/ed ro diſcern beth good = 
evil. 
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4 is frengrh to the i ddoa.y 
Lord u ftrengih to the upright. -more 
ou walk in it, the lefs weary.will you bez the 
more pleaſire will, you find-in it, and the more 
ropenle will your ſpirit be to. it. This is the 
beſt work, in” Wildom's Merchandiſe; to get 
and keep up a Heavenly Spirie. | 


| Secondly, Another piece of -your Heavenly 


Trade is, to fecyre your. intereſt in heavenly 
things. This-is- part of mens buſineſs in the 


' world, to ſecure their intereſt in the things they 


have-:.they mark their goods, and brand theig 
cattle, and 'ſer their namos on the things they 
have, that their intereſt. jn/ them might © be 
known : And this is the great concern of Wil: 
dom's. Merchants alſo, -to make good: their 
claim to, and prove their propriety in the things 
of Heaven and Glory : Theſc axe worth the ſe- 
caring, being-things of infinite moment, and 
eternal duration z- other things are not. O what 
folly is it to ſtrive for ſhadows, - and loſe the ſub- 
fance ; -to- get and fecure Houles, Lands, and 
| ion for your Children, and to lofe your 
fouls! As he that complained when he. was to 
dye z That he-muſt burn in Hell for ever, for get- 
wig ay eſtate for his Son, and neghiting his own 
ſoul. What will it profit a man to gain the whole 
world, and loſe his own foxl ? Matth. 16.24. To 
make all rhings elſe ſure, and leave God,” Grace 
and Glory to an uncertainty. As, Ceſar Borgta 
F L 2 bewail'd 
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bewalye when too late ;-ſaying when he was 
near death ; 1 97 pro ye 7 Þ ng. me 
a0am hit $1 Mn 
Toke of than? af} month.» Thiegs a 
will then appear the oe come 
to dye; then. ah initeteſt in God, pardon and fa, 
vation will be wvallued” beyond. ten thouſand 
worlds: And is-it notworrh the looking after 
now ? &, 7 | 
" And what Gan compenſatethe loſs of that foul, | 
who miſcarrics in-his All, and hath nothing le Y + 
but-the rormenting ſenſe of what he hath ; 
and the ifitolerable burden of what he' | 
ſound, as the fruit of his ofrtn/cautioned folly} | 
| 


'Tis a dreadfill thing to be | diſappointed of. fab 
vation-hopes : What if-thou ſhould'ſt miſs-of 
glory at laft, and thy end ſhould | be to be 
cut off, and 'to' have thy portion: with Hypo 
crites in that Lake which burns: with fire and 
brimſtone, where, the worm never dicth, ani 
the 'fire is never-quenched ? "AMark,v. 44; Hoy 
coulFft thou bear, if when thou thinkeſt to 'ets 
rer into the joy of the Lord; then ina moment 
to be thruſt into the place of 'rorment ?* and 
when thou dreameſt of carrying up into Abva I - 
ham's bolome, where is eternal pleatures : rofl. - 
into the hands of God, who is a conſuming fire? WY = 
thisis fearſal. | 
And yet this may be thy cafe. Think. how 
poſſible, nay how- eafy *tis for men to be d& 
ceiv'd in leffer matters, and that they who have © 
had the higheſt confidences of: a furure bleſſed- * 
nels, have been miſtaken at /laR,/ and all: chat - 
hopes have expir'd as a falling Meteor, and © 
comgyy 
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come to nothing, Fob. 27. 8. © For what ts 
Be - boys of the | hypocrite thouch te hath 
gained much, when God taketh away bis ſax? 

Men may think themſelves to be- ſomerhing, 
. . andyet be nothing Gal. ' 6-2. Come with. con- 

fdence to the Bridegroom's doors, and.dcmand 
an entrance as the fooliſh Virgins did, and yet 
be rejeted.” Mat. 25. 11, 12: Afterward came 
alſo the" other Virgins (that is when the door 
was ſhur- ) ſaying, Lord, Lord, open to ug, but ie 
anſwered and ſaid: verily I ſay unto you, ] know 
you not,” They may ſeem ro have fome- reaſon 
for their claif,- and produce evidences of their 
hope, and yet'*be-turned away as workers of 
iniddity. | Afat.7. 22, 23. Lord, bave we not 
Srogbofind m thy name f' have caſt out Devils ? 
and in thy name have done many wonderful works ? 
And then will I profeſs to thems, ] never knew you , 
depart from me ye ' workers of rmiquity : The heart 
is deep and- deceitſul, who canknow it ? none 
but he who' ſearcheth the deep things .of God 
can reach this bottom, and bring to light the r 
hidden things *rhereof : The work of grace is 
a fecret full of myſteries, that none can open 
and fully know, but the eternal Spirit that 
formed it in the worab of @ Believer*s heart - 
$Seeming gface hath fo near a reſemblance to 
ſaving grace; that it puzzels the moſt curious 
and tearching eye (if-not enlightn'd with a 
beam 'from. Heaven ) to dilcern the difference 
+ beſides, rhe {lender meaſures of the Spirit'that 
- hoſt have' artaitied 'to in this life, - with the fub- 
” olinlinuetions, the falſe reprelentations, and 
' Feacherous preva! _— that bloody / «nd 
ec 3 
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-  . irreconcilable” enemy of Skin all whis 
. conſpire to put a vpon the profelſing 1 
Chriſtian, and render his. Salvation exccedur 
doubtful. And ſuppoſe thy tate ſhould be 
et how perplexi ing. and fall of anxiety is it, t 
pition of thy unſoundneſs 
To have the'life of thy. precious ſoul bang jg 
ſuſpence, and to be unreloly'd in that great caſg, 
whether thou muſt live or die to all eternity? 
O! tormenting #nd- heart-finking is-this! 
An awakened Soul that cannot reſt in ſin, na 
yet hope in grace, or upon any Scripture- war. 
rant come to a determination about his real igz 
tereſt. in God, and things eternal, is, like 4 
- troubled Seca that cannot reft; Inftrumens of 
Muſick cannot allay its diſquierude, no Creature 
comforts can charm its heart to a peaceful com- 
poſure : who does-in reallity , but, {uſpeRt his 
crernal welfare, and but think he , reads this. 
hand- writing on the wall. ; dence, mene, tehgl 
upharſin : Thou art weighed in the balance, and art 
fonnd wanting, Dan. 5. 25. 27: Nothing in all the 
v\ orld can be a Plaiſer by dy Fray for ſuch a” 
wound, no Cordial can cheer that 'heart, ili 
Grace decides the controverſy, and aſſures the 
Soul of an unqueſtionable title to the Heir of 
” DOGS, and to the inheritance with -the Saints 
Ty have you not Re to. be 
your. propriety in £ orig, 
'treak be atteſted whi - though. dif © # 
15.8 is poſſible and , feakble to.all = 
iſdom's counſel; in, order to. we 


uth hath opened's way: 
qotin nike Vion 
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TY laid down certain warks of i Soul intitled to 
above. 1 7ob. 5.13. e things have 
1 writes. ta.you that believe on the name of the 
Err, of God, . that you may. know that you have 
| Fe WORs 3: 14: The 
[on hee charged this to be the: duty of all 
anger. 56 hope of glory, to make their 
leRion ſure, 2 Pet. 1. 16. To ex- 
| —_ wreFrn whether they be in the Faith, 
2 Cor 1 3h; To prove their own. work, that 
_ xejoycing in themſelves, Gal. 
6.4+ which he would aever have done where it 
impoſſible : He hath alſo promiled the Spirit to 
- belp them'in this work, and to lead them into 
all cruth, bearing witneſs with their ſpirits that 
__ the Lords Job. "16, 13. Rom. $. 16. 
this yery account exhorts them. to 
boli that they might not impede this ſealing 
work of the Spirit Eph. 4.3. And upon the 
arrival to this jake Re hath enſured preat con- 
ſalationand advantage, 2 Pet, 1.8, 10, 11. All 
which words ſignifie nothing and refle& unrigh- 
teouſneſs on the ſpirit of truth, 'were not anevi- 
"- dence of right ta theſe heavenly things oh- 
tainable, _ 


Quett. But bow way 1 come to the knowledge of 
this deſorable truth; that Heavenly Treaſures 
are ſurely mine, _u that 1] may make 4 war- 

1; rantable claim to God, to Chriſt, and {cheſs things 
os ocher World ? - 
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'Eatth are Chriſt's, he is the' Heir of all t ings \ 
Heb. 1.2.— Hath in theſe laſt days ſptento 6 | 
Y.! 

( 

| 

| 


by his $0n, whom he bath appointed Heir of 
then s: All thingsin Heaven and Earth are his, 
by donation, purchale and inheritance juridically 
conferred over to. him in the ' new covenant, 
and aftually pur into his hand, _es the kniſhin 
of his . meritorious work ane victory oy 
"abFv death, . Mate. 28,” 18. All power 
T4724 6ovolg; 1s gruen to we in heaven 
Earth: Lawful power , right, priviledg ati 
authority; (as the. word imports, and with this 
is the Lord Jclys inveſted, and bath' all things 
'*put into his. hands, and'all creatures under his 
feet, Hep. 2. 7, 8. And all right ro true "ich 
is Cerived from him, through uhion with him, 
1 Cor. 23, 23, All things are yours , , and you 
are Coriſt's and Grit is God's; If. you. att. 
" Chritt's then all, things are yours," net, elſe; 
your title js founded on your marriage- relatioll 
to him. Gal. 3.29. And if you are Criſs,” 
then are you Abrahm's ſeed, an Heirs accordin c 
tobe, promiſe; A title to_theſe glorious treas' 
ſures 1s made over in the new coverant, which 
« covenant is confirm'd in Chriſt, and made in him 
| and through him. tall that are his ; He's the” 
way, there's n6 coming to theſe treaſures but. 
by him ;, he 8 ie. popes no entring into them il 
x bur chrough him; He is the tfcaſury it ſelf, in". 
whomall the riches of grace, all;h fulneſs of 
pleaſures and ſatisfaftion lies; you. muſt have + 
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He that bath the Yun arh life"; hathlin, t 
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may, of poſſeſſion,”as'an owner and proprietor”: 
'you have Chrift, you hare all that is his, his 
: on and purchaſe go to ther; Rebcktb muſt 
conſent ro go and. marry ſxac before ſhe could 
be. inv with" that "ſubſtance and wealth 
whith "was his. This new covenant which 'in- 
tereſts a ſoul inthe Lord Jeſus, and his uhſcarch- 
able riches, is a matriage-covenant. #Ho/. Y.; 
19, 20. Azd T will betroth thee unto 'me for ever, 
yea T will berrgth ther unto me in righteouſneſs, 
ard in judrmint wand in lovimng-kindneſs,” and in 
wertres ; "Twill wen betroth Tee fo me 'n. fanth. 
fulneſs, and thou ſhalt knoy rhe Lord: Exck. 16.8, 
' TI emred into "covenant with thee, ſaith the Lord, 
«nd thou becamefs ming, this' was 2 ' marriage- 
covenant; 74.3, 14. Turn O back;ſliding ehil- 
dren, ſaith rhe Lord, for 1 am marritdro you. "If 
you would fee yourtitle to heavenly treaſures, 
fryyourconjugal union'to the Lord Jeſus the 
Hejr of Heaven,' * Every relation to Chriſt is 

| Ah ovfagetTegrion. » There \s a general re- 
larion, as de branches ro'the tree « 70b. 15-2 
Every brarich in me that beareth not fruit he rake h 

/ av4y.  A_petfon maybe in Chrift as the Icxu- 
* nfirhirg or tycker is in the tree; that ſucks 
the-fap of priviledges, 'and' gets fome hotrith- 
7 of frames," 4nd comforts; bur brings not 
fruit; it ſprouts out ofthe ſtock, as proud- 
grows of the' wound, but” hath» no. right 
with the r6or, or nouriſhimem*from the 
F Such are obtruders and hang bies; which 
M8 + &the-plare "of children,” bufare frangers, 
* who climb up as the theif to ſteal, bit'comes 
+ *notin by the door to dwell with God :: they 
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are retainers to Chriſt's Houſc, that now ang 
then -do Tome 'ſervice for bir, and have ſong 
- — + fcraps and favours, but are no abiding 
»"ig of his. houſe; like the Apricot, that leans @y 
©”. thewsll, bur is rooted in the earth, 4 
' There is a temporary Relation alſo; as of a 
Servant to a-Mafter, where there is 2 pr pr 
tor a time: The —_— comes m_—_—_— 
enjoys priviledges and proteRtion, a one 
ſervice, is very uſeful ſor the family, and it m 
be beloved too i( as a ſervant. ) Andfoch is 
relation of fome to Chriſt ; wut (his pars EY 
from that union which entitles to the Y 
and purchale of the Lord Jefus ; he is merce; 
naxy in all he doth, and hath by-cnds in his en- 
wance and continuance; he, does not any thing 
fyom pure love to Chriſt, but. for ſelf reſpcAs 
ad. advantage : his welfare. js pot rapt up in 
te-welfate of; the family, to ſtand. or fall 
ith it; to embark his All in the. proſperity of 
vhoule :. he lives inthe family, and upon his 
Lord, but to hiaſelf, and is as the Planets which, ' 
are.carried about with the Primam wobile ;, but: 
 yethave-ia giftin& motion and courſe .of ther © 
owa: he is in the family, but not of the ſamily ; 
* and as his relayon'ts-but titular; ſo his. ſtation 
=, is but ccmporary; he abides not in the houle 
=” [ forever, Fob. 8. 35. \ And when he gocsamway be | 
carries off gothing but his own 3 not jot " of the. / 
A» izance i$his7+be. bach fared well,, and had. 
- © Wggreat deal of credit and comfort for.a time :» 
*- Ut -goes as he, came, and js the ſame" perſon. | 
he was.” -{; "IF 4h 
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- ; There is alſo a Concubine-Relationto Chriſt, 
which gives the ſoul fome_ uſe of his kindnets, 
but no- right/to his perſon. (b) ACorcubine 55 
one that is commented with ones bed, but hath ne 
conjugal love th has perſon ;. neither doth ſhe paſs 
«nt9-the hycband's fanuly., or. are ber childrey 
coanted legitimate : She. 1s one that cither by 
conſtraine or confent, comes over into an extcr- 
nal communion with another for his uſe and bed , 
but is never married. ro his perſon, or hath cho- 
len him for her husband, to become one fleh 
with him, td cake up her delight in him, and to 
do all from a'principle of love to him : And as 
ſhe kath pot the properties ;, ſv ſhe bathnot the 
priviledgevof a Wile, for intimacy and entertain- 
ment;'in reſpeR of power and main;enance. Suck 
is the relation. that ha ve. toChriſt; they 
conſent to have ſome cnjoyment of Chriſt, bur 
haye no marriage-vaion with him z he is not 
theirs by choice, but / eithe for .neceſſity or ad- 
vantage to enjoy their own pleaſures by him, 
and: receive fome profit from him: the never 
| faw anexcellencyin him, or were ever unheart- 
ed by him, as he is by his Spouſe. Cant." 4. y. 
Thos haſt raviſhed my heart, my Siſter, my Spouſe : 
thow haſt raviſbed' (c ) my bears with oneof thine 
eyes, with one chat of thy neck, Thou haſtwn- 
hearted me, or ſnacht away my heart : Theſe 
never conſented to-all 16 pragoſils in order tg 
| union with hn + they never heartily gave. up 
- thetwſelves to him, [nor entred: inzo - covenanig! 
.  wight him, and became- bis, : And a5 they. arg 
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frang=rs to an elpouſal-fiate ſoare they toz 
Spoute like diſpo$tion ;, they: have not the tems 


per and carriage of a wiſe, not the privi | 


that ſuch uſe to have ; they are-not. acquainigd 
with his ſecrets, nor the openings of his heart, 
and thole amorous embracements peculiar. ty 
Juch a relation ; they are not inveſted with any 
Authority or Rule ;- they have :no power over 
their corruptions,"nor command of their ſpirits 
and affe tions, that ſhould be in ſubjeRion to 
them :: Grace bears no fivay in them ; fin- and 
If docs all in their ſouls; neither were 
trer enrolled in his family, or owned by the 
Lord Jeſus as his-Hephzibah's, nor have the ab 
lowance and ſpecial proviſions : of "the King's 
Bride, and Lamb's Wife ; and as to'their.con- 
ceptions, and thoſe births they ſeem to. have by. 
Jetus Chrift, they are: ſpurious and illegitimate, 
and never owned' by the Lord Jefus as the- ge- 
nuine produds of his own Spirit. This is the 
caſe of thoſe that have not marriage-union with 
_ Chriſt ; they have no right to-him or his Trea- 
_ Try then your Etpouſal relation to 
þ ret. , ; 


Queſt: How may I know whether 1 am married to 
Criſt 'or no 


\ 


Anſw. 1. Firſt, If you are married to Chriſt, - 


you are ſuch as have ſpecial acquaintance with 
Chrift;- you know him as none-clſe do. | The 


Wife hath the-mioft peculiar and. diftinit know- | 


ledge of - her husband of ; Others: may 
- know ſomething, you make 


im ; but -yond 
knows # 
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knows him ſo 'mich_as the-wife ; ſhe "bath ac- 
quaintance with al his exceilencics, and all his 
infirmities; ſhe has the largeſt tafts of his love 

and experience of his ſweetneſs, and intimate 
converies with-him of any ir-the world. So *ris 
with the Spouſe of Chriſt ; ſhe dixells in his 
preſence, and lodges in bis arms ſhe fees;bim 
within the veil uncloath'd of thoſe coverings 
that ſtand bErween him and_the eyes of Rran- 
gers, and' conceals his amiablencſs from com- 
man 'beholders :> He -purs- afide his glorious 
Robe; and ſhews her his naked breaſt, and layes 
her hand: uporr his tender heart : ſhe is much 
alone with him in his chambers, where he cx- 
les intimacy with her, as Iſaac did , with &e- 
1tab, and diſcloſes the ſecrets of his heart, and 
the greateſt unveilings of his love : He tells ber 
what thoughts be had: upon her. from all eter- 
nity 4 when he was in his Father's Kingdom, his 
heart was working after- her, and he thought 
the time long till he came down to-ſce her ;. and 
ns ſooner did he caſt his cys upon her ( though 
then ſhe lay polluted/in her blogd, and caſt out 
into the field, tothe loathing of her perſon ) bur 
his heart did born-xvitbin him towards her ;, and 
it was the time-offove : Hertells her all the time 
of his bard labour inthe world for her, ſecm'd 
but a few daies 3\ and the unſyppartable burden 
of her '\{ins, -and the Father's wrath upon him 
. | for her fake, ſeein'd but as nothing for the love 
+he bore unto her. In theſe converies he aſſures 
© her ofhis Love, Perſon and Kingdom';, and how- 
ever he way feem in his carriages," yet his heart 
is fixt upon, and faithful to her, ant) ſwears he 
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will never,” never leave her, ' but 
abſence come and receive het to kinaſes? 


ſhe ſhall be for ever with him. Thus be mans 


feſts himſelf to her, as he doth not ts the 


by reaſon of which ſhe becomes fo well ac” 


vainted with him, and knows his voice, and! b. 
fith ſceshis ſheep; the can tell by experictieq 
who, and whather Beloved is, and how ſar Ber 
ter than other Beloveds. There's! never 
that's mefricd to Chrift, but hath his time, 

he makes out ſome ſpecial difcoveries of his 


love and ſelf to it: and it can tell ſore. tories 
of what-Chrift=&id once ſay and do tint@ het? - 


what flights ſhe hath had of him, and gifts fron 


him : ſach 'a ſoul can tell, how when he way * 
dead, Chrift quickened him: when he- was lofty” 
Chriſt ſound him; when he was in priſon, Chriſt” 


fet him free: he waſhed him when ir his bl 

_ and.' poured in Oyl into his 'wounds : hea 
his backſlidings, andloved him freety : He" ca 
fay with Rebekab to ber brother Laban» Thu 


the man ſpake to'we, and ſhrwed the ear-rings and | 


the bracelets, Gen, 24. 30. And with 7udab brings 


forth the ſigner, bracelets and ſtaff, 38 25: 


and tells with the blind man-how 
his eyes, and what he ſaid ro him; my cap. 9. 
ver. 15, 35, 27" And though by his ſin and ut- 
belief he may loſe the ſight'of' him for a time, 
and be under 4 ſuſpenſe of his diſcover'd kind- 
nels : yet iſthe'Believer would be truc to his 
experience; he'can diſcover ſuch an acquaintance 
with Chriſt as no Hypocrite ever tad, 

Arſw. '2. Secandly,” Another thing that will 
rome your marriapeto'Chrift, is your conjagal- 


love 
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logo hic. Jer. 2. 2, OO on, the hind- 


b, the ord gh 4 ſals, when: 
thou weme hoc rind ive in the (3s 


net ſown. Lord crſucall Iſrael of the 
great decay and change of their Love to whar 
it once was ; there was a time when their af- 
feftions were high towards God, when he call'd 
them out of ey ypr, took them. from the Icon. 
os, and marricd them to himſelf; then no-, 
was too hard for them; they could follow 

by a wilderneſs, where there was nothing 
alone to fatisfic them ; 3 creatures weic 

toallure them, and yer they could ſtick 

a 0 nothing 3 no difficulties (bguld part God and 
e cawe this warmth of-.cheir af- 

a: ? why it was there neerneſs. to God that 
created them : The Lord hath taken them into 
tact rriage. coveniant, and carried, them in his 
ome ; and this inflamed their hearts after 
When L of Lord bringy ,þ 2 ſoul into a 


-ftate, he gives them eſpoulal-loye; and 

” is the greatef love : © Key ' faith Ra 
ord, were, that ſickneſs to be; foul-lick for 

hitn ; and a living death it were zo Jie in, the 


fire of the love 0 that Soul-loyer. Jeſus. The 
Apoſtfe makes ;hie anefſential duty ofa married 
Rare, to Rave | afetYons The: Huk- 
band to gh Tg ife as his own fleſh, and the 
Wife to love hier own Hu as her elf, Eph. 
of, 2$,Tit.2. 4. And the prophet reckons 1his 
ove to God as the certain fruit of their Cove- 
nant-relation to. him. 1/a, 56. 6. That joy them: 
ſelves to the- Lord, to ſerve him, and to love the 
Name of the Lord. As ſoon as Paw had eſpouſed 

the 
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160 TE Ei Heawnſe a 
the Loxd Jeſus, it appeared in his Tuprc lp On 
to him; ye valued's none like Ghri ttt 
all thuigs drofs and dwng for the, exc of 
knowledge of. Chriſt bis Lord, "Phuk.,. 3.9. Toby 
found 1n him, ndt having bis ont vi apa" Ve 
Ta know bum , and the power jc reſkrr, | 
' «td the fellow Pup of ic offer gent - on 
formable to op oh Coaj ugal | love is3 
perſonat love: ure * to. Chri pF a 
Chriſt himſelf for hiaſelf, not. for, his oifes tha 
come from him ; but for thole excellencies thi 
reſide in him; is love to his. perſon, not to! 
trunony | ofiely ; *ris love. ſprings- from hy. 
fore: 1 Foh.4.. 19.VWe love him becauſe e be firſt low . 
#. True affe&ions to..the Lord Jeſus .arc the. 
births of his own love ro us, a coal kindled fr 
his fire- 
'Conjugal love is alſs peculiar as well as j 
Tonal love; ſ>-.far as *tis conjugal, *tis h 
and none but him ; or if ta others, tis, for 
fake': Efpoutal love to Chriſt affetts none 
tiim="1f rhere"bt"any perſon of thing th 
laveſt more thin Chriſt, or equat with him,” 
affetionsro Hh are whoriſh” not conjtgal : 
that loveth 'Fatht} or Mother's more than me, s 
tot worthy of "hb "He that foverh Son of Daugh- | 
tet \mbre than we, i} not wort of mie, Mat. 10.3% Þ 
Ye, he thar doth not 'hate' ather or . Mother, | 
or any thing, f6 faras iris inconſiſtent with lope | 
[to Chriſt, cannox 'be his Diſciple, Like. 14. 2h | 
True love to Chriftwill let none in all the wor 
Marein that J9ve which Chriſt hath *will take 
ion into iis bed but himſelf; "cis chaſte love. 
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Again, | 


evan 15 not More 
; ſuch @ ſoul give. if wy 
heart:- if. he had ſych a, pirit 
Lord Jefushad. mkanh 1s 
Co is holy, _ _— 
4 Tv wine = 
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ple, and 


the-texms : 0p which this match is, to be 6 
eluded between. Chriſt 96.508 If you « 
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"hin forvemparal. Toſi of goods 5; gr, yy th. 
wget.) bus loſs of Ged's. grace aud forern 
{, Love is ns roughly 


% <4 


a. a6 as J4q. 4 es. 4+> Yww a- 


ic wy 

a Tein TORI 
taken away) let net boſs of 
Srrobh me z or pho art all, and wore 
kg A gangs 13} J 


his All in Allat the cod. It harh ples/od rhe Fa. 
ther that is bim or all fulneſs dwell, and 
der him all thi be put, 2 Col. 1.19. "x 
2.6. Andchis & for the ſupply, comfort and 
heh the body the falefs of Epb. .1. 23. 
h is 't s of him who all 
inal. Whatever Chriſt hath (as Woof neat: is 
the for her uſe and profit : If men 
have pleſſty of liquors, thoy - fill their. veſſels 
them';, if they. have much h Cvitere 
Chritd 


ce them in their tre afary, fo doth 
fe of. his fulneſs w/o is Churches good 
'tis the 'Spoule of Chrift comes w_ 
on her Beloved from the Wilderneſs, Cant. 
and wo lr bor Aon Lords the bf. 
ficjency loving and lo 
full of failings, but ſhe lives on him for ri 
Ny many are her weakneſſes, but 
to Chriſt for ſtrength. 1/a. 45. 24. i 
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LE "one Finggk mw wins, ol LA pas. 
12,..13, 14, 16. ©þ: 4.2.”Tis 
oBrs to' t be Pal tree, the 4.5 Vines 


A: Fn Meaeond erty orharFs 


; bs fad of the. Fig: Kg Ir'beary 
of ard manyg Ny 
green "gs 9 Þ Such 1s the 
, Cotpared wit 
if and uoriſhing ps 
þ ] Mat. 7-1. 
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nunca muy not appear; 
' tive for fruit, which adpears'in the 


Fow.'6, 423:-No ſooner" doth the; Lord: 
- but he heals ir of its" = 


Religinn, wiv wernder 
> "indeed there" af 
but Even th 


*tis in.the ſeed and ſap) and there is/a 


to be always without the fruits of th&' Sp 
z peace, long: fuffering,gent! 
meekneſs, teniperance, Gal. 5. 

of -one that never had- 


TD with Chrif p& 
Noi ns jg ove to Chriſt? Canoe! = 


ES hats noſe 
haturalnels' a 


N——— . — he - — - ad 
— tt. 
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; #s, thow will the beavt be, Mar. 6, pre 
venly. hings Þe-yours; your, beart {5 ther 

worldly men haye the World ſer it 
«ut 3: Sq heavenly fouls have Heaven fer jn 


If des 


. 
- 


4 
. 


veny,-every [thing /hath 3 natural love -to his 
owns the World will love bis own, Fob. 15. tg, 
Ne nan ever hated bis own fleſb, Eph. 5. 29; 
Whas-affetions have: brute- beaſts far * their 
young; 8nd will yenture their lives to defend and 
aintaig them. 'Tis tericd of the Storks,when 


on fire, and the _Storks. perceived rhe:firo +6 


_ come neartheir neſts, they endeavoured to car: / 


xy: ayay'their young,, but when they could not 

xemove ther ; they futter'd aver- them: with 
* Meir wings, coyering them ſrom the'flames till 
they all periſhed t » ( Belg. Com, wealth.) 


$0 ſtrong is natural affeRion to its intereſt; and 


.the natural 'iffues of it ſelf 5 much - fr 
ſhould gracious affeftions be to their intereſts: 
0 how! love thy Law / (faith Dawd)*tis my mes 
ditation all tht dey lang, Pſal. 1119. gre Whence 
came this affeFion 7 it was from his) intereſt 1n 
thoſe great and lovely truths. : Pſel, x19; i111; 
Ty teſtimonies have 1 choſe us an hetitage for 


over; far they are therejoyemg of my heart Souls . 


raſen igh Chriſt, and <boro to the. inheritarice 
above, will ſcr theit affections on: things 'aboue; 
Col. 3:1,2. Where is th 
eavetivr Earth:? What things 


ws tp) wrwrerhyy Aragon ty eng Hee 
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0 18 thede@& Trade. I69 
'h _ had'{tbou rather be. a-door-keeger 
##Go#s Houſerhap [dwell' in the. Pavilions of 
this World? 1s 2 litble of Heaven better than 
a preatdeal of Earth ?. and. can thy heart con- 
ſehit to be- at any. loſs.in the World. to enjoy 
God mhis Ordinances, and to be enriched with 
ſpiritual dlefſings in heavenly places ? Then hea+ 
yenlythings are thine; '-/1 1+! {1 
Mark 3. Thirdly , if heavenly things be 
yours, it will appear: by your heart-car.s for 
them, and vigerous +puyrſuits of. them ;- how 
careful are men of rheir intereſts, to ſecure ant 
cilarge them? Phil.i2. 21. Al, men ſeek, their 
wn : If the things of Heaven be yours, your 
greateſt care will 'be- ro get and keep them xz 
when Kiſh thought his Son "Saul was loſt, he 
leſt. caring for whe Aſſes , \{orrowing for him; 
bby a ſhall T do for my Son ?_ 1 Sam. 10.2. 
ay ans, if heavenly things be yours, they 


lie nearer your hearts than all the World 
beſides the ſenſe or fear of loſing them will 
more trouble you than all loſſes befides : the 
world, relations, creature-comforts will be tor- 
porw! when you apprehend a. death on your 
heavenly intereſts, you will do more, and part 
with more to get Heaven, than the. World and 
deareſt comforts of it. Many. will pretend do- 
ſites for Heaven, /asthe young man in-.the Goſ- 
pel.:* but Ghriſt wil-lay to. them as to his Hear- 
ers, Afar. $. 47. What de you more than others ? 
Souls;'you would bave Chriſt here, and Heaven 
baveaſter, but 'what/do you ſor. it 7 what: do: 
cal than bypocrites and. common; profeſ- 
, whoſe portion, is in;this life ? 4 yopleore 
k 
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ſtance? 'Canyoy let your Bough, 
follow God's 3 and fiick pd 
to enjoy the leaſt {piritual good: Then axe; By 


yours. 
Mark 4.' Fourthly, Then gze you inere 
in Heavenly Treaſures, when: ypor 
ſpiritsare ſuited to them” when the Lo 
tet in a heavenly tinfture on your hearts; ; on 
laid yourfpirits with heayenline(s, and 13 
, that anſwets 'to heavenly things , as: face 
fivers face in-the water;| When Gad int 
men for Heaven, he doth in-time fit theta. 
it ; and where he gives. a title to | 
gives a capacity alfo ; where he makes ove abs 
riches of glory 3 he makes that ſoul a veſſcl fi 
for glory.” 'Men do wer paeckaſh Fea Pearls”. for 
Swine;and build Schools for brute beaſts. God 
did not make the Heavens for fiſhes, ang- the 
md. for beaſts, - but ſuited ne by pr, to- Fe 
| element : t w_ bis . adoption;' ane- 
& ns Sn 16; and when | 
* - ak "7" to bites 
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_ a as two Atoms. ad ul a ot 2} 4% +:. -t- 5 4% or I*ISh4 Saw ? 


ahem and: worn F 
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fern at oy tires” —_— » hiring 

ion ? Man :\22. 20: woter phe 
HS a ho red qrng wb moat; 
Ti tf NE Nene youare his 


bao ori ans, 
twasx not old. 


open? novo. Do of hk 
Do' you favour 'heayvily t 
geymer do beft ſuit and pteaſe your iris, 
the things of Heayen; W yh things of 
World; proces. wb $, J 
riches; £j oe 


, but rrajuthe into th 
Theqow aa, "ap A r of thei 


Mes to their: re, 
Rows." 12. £ "fo => wh 

eavenly ecuring and clearing y 
for re hore hue 8 "6 
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ASE o dherel this Heaven- 
Trade es is this; in of heavenly 


goods : ' This is a; rr of Traders buſin 
gd, Tipo pr TOE Gabe l FA: 
nan ployment and advantage 3th 
| Mezchant in buying 


nn. 
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and treaſures.+. nr heaped. come oo | 
this way,, 4s the proportiona ant. of 
labours, or:retuen of their money 
yenly bread muſt be laboured a tors ut METe all 
is done, the Sog of, man gives it-to them,” Joby | 
6. 27. Salvation muſt be wrought out; a5 if if 
lay at their fingers end: and. yet this "37 will. 
and power to work wrought in chem , Phila; 
12, 13.  Warkput your fafuation with fear and: | 
trembling : for it is God thay worketh in you bub 
to will and to do.of bis good pleaſure. No fufficie 
ency is found inthe creature, before (aving grace” 
helps, to embrace, its .overtures,, no more than 
3 dead body to receive life. Ephe/. 2:1. Ton hav 
wot __ fs 1 bave Frags and co 
you, th you ſhould go and br. (rb feos 1 
I 5.46 The ſoul's choice of f Gheiſt i is the effet 
Chriſts figft chpſing him; and its love to God 
the product of oy: loving him, 1 1 F0.4-19- 
and the ſouls fruitfulneſs is the effeR of 
purpoling and appointing itthereunto. 'No mai 
Can come to me excepe the Father which bath ſent 
we draw him, Joh. 6. 44- Not onely morally by 
perſwading the will with potent arguments; but. 
piylcally, by packing the wil}, by x powerful 


> +5107, ber" the willto come to, and 
chule Chriſt, pri. the icreſiſtible operation 
of. the Spirit ; $o then, "tis not of bim that wile 
feve bn tf im that runaneth, but of God that 
». 0.16. Salyation- rune” 
DES and holineſs, is (reely given to 
ough and. with pounce 
ccei 
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I believe on 
ith it ſelf is 
the power atid will to be- 


ms gr —_ to' ee oh mary alike : For al 
min ave not Faith, "2 Theſ. 3. 2. becauſe the 


Father was not- pe-ledeffefually to beſtow it. 
Dent 29. 4, The Lord hath not given you's beart 
rw andyes ro ſer, and” ears to bear to 

© Who hath made thee to tiffer ? or what 


| Cr Ea wad hv lf nor veces ? 1 Gor.3.7, 


If the differencing-of one man from another, as 
to his improvement of grace, lay in his own in- 


clinations and natural | erg of his' own” will, 


then there was ſomething in the ereature thar 
made this difference, contrary to this Scripture; 
anda foundation laid jn « mary to 'glory, 
deſign!'of pa] 
grotes which is to take off all 
1/29. Row. 3. 259,” and No hy althe Sie ab 
glory of man's @Ivarion on you ut prace, Eph. 1. 
55 6:" neither is: the firſt onely ey fie 
ren-y but more grace” alſo, \ oRollciency | 
that is po0d) xomes fromthe 
you, which muſt af 
4 work tothe Cots of Sal- 


ho x a of Fo COME . 2 
of Redemprion-grace. | 
yur, heakrewell, ctabliſhed with this 


in you, or; done} by, yell. can. . | 
Procure any thing of--che Father, - bus. upon. 


os [rar = ron 0 ng unto hin, 


Goods yau,nged = a daily Trade, but nome 


aay;and pring will paſs ſor ahem, Yfrag $5,048 | 


are ireely g1\@n,. and yer you-may. 
tot ;- Ga you muſt — ths yout 
ſpdjaheytepil fill them) and return-ybar 


in younſacks, mouth: Chtiſbens, a: 26- 


PESO -your work: (apd that: whidh, 
jon t6.al ,your: Trade): hes 
grney TA qlls, fu Whit: with | 
&s3, You will.-drive-Þut 6: _— war nor for 
Heaven,. jfnyou do tot ofren-receive 
Heapes, Alps); Germ ary. > 
without. conginasl ſupplics from pore, 
Thos \£08ld (has 60. RE RO 
= Sohad none oft 
[an grove foon. | 
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| exerciſes, and-are 
d- for: want, of, grace and 


bo dovany fadly. 
or aromdarns ror per: You have daily 
_ need of more grace, as phe 'of - bread for 
" your dddies : Yout -occaſions,; rewptations and 
work! are ſpending, and withoutfreſh ſupplies 
edt Kept bot i a 
ut your pirit re- 
- cruits one-day, and you will feel it ; *Tis your 
intereſt; if you are Traders, to keep your ſhops 
foll, and to. be-:often- ſending cn Tr er vhs 
Grace will never lye long on your: hands ; other 
goods may + Yoh will have till occafions to ex- 
ercilc grace in your dealings (with God wy 
' men: you can never be ovet-ftor'd with Wi 
dom's wares. (1) » 
©1'Tis: your: baby alſo 00 make uſe, of, Chriſt 
:"1n_ every ; = 19] make known 
your to bim : w waters. out of 
this'Well of Sabontion every da y : He is a Foun- 
. tx 7— are? jour uſe: he is made of God to 
5, ſanQtification and re- 


 ofihim_ Hicherto yew beve ackedowthi 
and ou frat vecerutabryoer joy aebe fo, 


| Wanbof drawing, than the Til pan 
his pcoplo 'receime- not from _ thur 
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that is laid vÞin Hin for- their uſe, *'*} "oh. 


*Tis your advanrage as to be often at Chrilly 
Govt. and tobe continudlly'fetrhing inſupplics 


for your Souls: This is the. way ro grow rich 


apace; to per in more' and more of thetugs 
Fearthable riches of Chriſt; Xev..3.-18.- This is 
the way to be filled with the fruits of righte. 
8vſnefs, ro be more throuphly furniſhed oncey 
all good-works," to the plory and praiſe of Gody 
2 Tw, 1.19. Phil. 1. 12 Fhis is the way todet 
evefy thing better, and ts abound in the work 
ofthe Lord, -af14 ro be mire compleat in all che 
will of Gody? 1-Oor. 15.48: Gl. 4. 12: By this 
ns you' will become more ſerviceable ung 
Vvthers, and vſcfvl in the place-where 'you 
and in the Societies where God hath' wy 
$607 the more fuil of grace; 'the more able'ts 
\p#ohir orhers| Rom: +5.'14-"That ye always'nre 
fullefgo 6 , fied wah all hrowledgy; ble ab 
[6to ad mom ail another. "2 © I: 4: That ip 
Gay be able ro towfort' thin with' the ſame tomfartt 
#herew-tiweate tomfortri of »God. They that 
{rely receive;” will-be able freely ro give rand 
#hat'sa Heſſe thing; A420; 35: Andilt:yott 
reeeive, you cafinot give: Chriſtians, get immore 
"Eras everyadayforyour owh uln;fory 'the-glarf 
fares with bo $omay checally hls _ 
every 2 grave 
| whictvthe Lord hatwore ute of ,zrid the! 
condirioniand place you are in, AY 


poten eos rend-ep T2282 Per) _— 


ian uſcfulipracerar' all rimes wo live 
(Fan, ab 16. 38.) bur eperwliy ii owes _ 
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4s 'the tbeſt ' Trade. 177 
in. cimes of- tetnptation: and: affliftion. Faith -is 
aneye, 8 hand, afoot at all times; ?cis" a grace 
alwaies uſeful at (every | turn; you cannot” be 
without it and! be: well 3 *4is. a working grace, 
and that's good for Traders'; you -cannot- work 
withoutit, 2 Theſ. 1. 4- A-building grace, Zde 
4. 3+ 20. | Anouriſhing/ grace; fTiw.-4:6.A 
foul-enriching” grace , Rom... 4. 12c | A foul- 

ning grace, \Epheſ: 3. 16, 14. But-'ris 
eſpecially needful in evil times, it deing.a cheer- 
inp grace, Rom, 15. 13- '*Tis a fauk-kecping 
grace, and. that's .good. in dangerous i times, 
1 Pet..1. 5, *Tis a ſoul-{laving grace,' that faves 
in. troubles, and- out ' of. troubles, P/al. 25. 5: 
Fam. 5.15: Tisa heart- cſtabliſhing grace, 2 Chr. 
20. 20. A warld-contemning grace, Heb. 11.26. 
A world- conquering grace, 2 7oh. 5.4. A foul- 
lecuring grace, Heb. 11. 23. By Faith Moſes 
wes bid three months. \ It: fecures a perſon in 
troubles: *tis a breat-plate te- preſerve: the 
heart,. 1- The/.5.8. Anda ſhield to. cover the 
head; Epheſ. 6. 16.,.. It leads a perſon; through 
trouble., Heb. 11, 29. By Faith. they paſſed 
through the Red Sea, 4s by dry Lavid,: which the 
Egyptians aſſaying to do, were drowned. O get 
' 10 plenty of. this precious un'ei Faith, tor 

that's the great trading-grace of a Chriſtian ; for 
it. gers.in, and laics out every grace. . Faith 'is 
the. receiving grace; it receives in Chriſt, Zh. 
3- 17. and it receives from Chriſt, Jobn 1. 16. 
Faith is the key that opens Chriſt's Treztfures ; 
the hand that-takes out his tryed gold: Faith is 


the carrying,and nr grace: 'Faith comes 
N 
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up.tathe market-price, never. breaks -with 
God 


:73 The Heavenly Trade 


God on terms, but ſubfcribes to all che demands 
of Chriſt, and ſo never returns empty. . Chri- 
ſtians,' you will never want goods - of weng Hea-, 
venly Trade, if you can butkeep Faith -in' exer- 
cile: ;' your ſhops will never be cmpty, as long 
as Faith can tir up and down, and keep: up its 
Journeys to Heaven - If there: be: any goods in 
the promiſes, any. wares in Heaven, Faith will 


have them down, as long as the ſoul needs them,” 


and be ir for God's intereſt to. part with them: 
O then get faith / | Alas, what pitiful Trade ds 
ſome drive for want of Faith / Choice goods 
will not off z 4 xx ay promiſes, 'pertinent ins 
ſtruftions, periwaſions and  encouragements lye 
on Chriſt's hands ſor-want of faith in them that 
hear. "i | 
Chriſtians, you will make nothing of Religion 
without Faith, in the daies we live in'; you will 
ſoon ſhut up ſhop;decay and break when troubles 
come to purpoſe, without toreof Faith. Faith 
will fill your ſtore-houles, do your work, put 
off your goods, get in. your rights, pay your 
debts, and maintain you richly on the incomes 
of your Trade. | 

Patience is another grace that will much ſerve 


you in your Spiritual Trades you have need of 


Patience to: do the will of God; no working 
without Patience. 2 Cor. 12. 12, Truly.che ſigns 
of an Apoſtle were wrought among you tn all Pa- 
tience, Row, 5.4. Patience  worketh experience, 
Souls are apt to be weary of well doing with- 
out Patience, 'and/to ryre-in running, without 
this long-breath'd/grace of Patience. Heb.12.1- 
Let us1un' With Patience the Tacs this us ſet be- 


III TEE ED 


fare. 


AMES SSRRE EA EO _ Da1cqq ic + £4 @m=_-. Aa 
_ % 


is the beſt Trade. 179. 


| fare xe No receiving the froit of Ordinances 


and Duties without Patience. Luke 8. 15. The 


+ on the good ground are they which in an hint 


and good heart, having beard the Word, it 
and bring forth fruit with Patience. The Lor 
uſually tries his peoples Patience before th 
come to the fruit of Promiſes, and bring forth 
the obedience of Precepts; there's a winter 
between ſeed-time and harveſt ; many wet, 
weeping dajes between ſowing and reaping, Vt 
enim ſegttem in agro pluvias, nves, glagtes, prus- 
nas, grandines, & tempeſtates ferrs mceſſarinm eſt 
antequam marareſcat, & fruttum ferat, ita bomi- 
nem fidelem intus & extrinſecus multa pats mal 
oporret. Stell. The ſeed muſt lye long, it may 
be , \under ground , and when *Tis cotue vp, 
be nipt up with frofts, and covered with Snow, 
and Hail,and bear many a ſtorm before ir ripens, 
and brings forth fruit, and this calls for Pa- 
tience; yea many times long-ſuffering. The huſ 
bandman waiteth for the precious fruits of the 
earth, and hath long Pamence for it, untill he re- 
cerve the early and latter rain, Fam. 5. 7. Pa- 
tience is needful to ſuffer, as well as do the 
Willof God. Rev. 13. to. Here is the Patience 
and Faith of the Saints : To endure captivity 
and cruel Death for the ſake of Chriſt, Patience 
to wait for the Promiſe, Row. 8. 25. and Pa- 
tience to receive it. Heb. ro. 36. Patience (faith 
Seneca) is a ſalve for ever y ſore, that onely which 
alleviates onr burdens: wwthout it we cannot be 
men or Chriftians : {faith another ) "ts the grace 
that makes a compleat and well acrompliſtd Chr:- 
ftian, Manton. Fames 1. 4. When teafon isat a 
N 2 ſtand, 
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ftand, and hope almoſt at an end, and all refuge 
fails;- Patience ſteps in, bears the burden, and 
calms the ſoul. 
© Hopeis aneceſſary grace to this great under, 
taking, ,reckoned among the three Cardinal vir. 
tues that wonderfully adorn a Chriſtian's ſpirit 
and converſation. 1Cor. 13.13, Now abidath 
Faith, and Hope, and Charity : Hope is the of 
ſpring and refreſhment af Faith.; "tis begotten 
by Faith, and (ſaies ones) As 4 good child reliew 
it» fatber Faith im time of need. Hope is an 
pectation, Faith a perlwaſion. Faith eyes the 
promiſe , hope the thing promiled, as ſure 
though future , which, comforts the foul under 
the preſent want of deſired mercy ; and this i 
needful to cheer the ſoul under its exigencis 
and diſappointments in the way of its Chriſtian 
converſation. Hope keeps in the fire,and keeys 
up the houſe, Heb. 3. 6. Whoſe houſe are wei 
we hold fa#t the confidence and rejoycing of our hap 
firm to the end, Where it not for Hope the houle 
would fall afunder; Hppe keeps it together, 
rill the Lord new build it in Heaven: Ho 
anchors the ſoul in a torm, and makes it 
under ſhaking tempeſts, Heb. 6. 19. Hope mait- 
tains a Chriſtian in a hard winter, while the ſee! 
is under clods, and till the corn. come to the 
barn. 1 Cor. g. 10. He that ploweth, ploweth i 
Hope (that is of a good harveſt) that will cow 
penate all his Iabours. Hope ſecures the foul 
trom ſhame and diſappointment under tempo- 
rary [orbearance, 7. 34. 22. It helps it to 1& 
joyce in tribulation, Row. 5. 2. and compalſcth 
him about wita mercy, P/al. 32. 10. 
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Humility, Self-denial,Goodnelſs, Temperance, 
Gentlenels, Love, Zeal, Holy Fear, are all good 
oods that will off well, and turn to the Tra- 
er*'s profit, if well improved : Get your fou's 
well ttor'd with theſe graces of the Spirit, al- 
ſo if you everthink to drive a good Trade of 
godlinels. 
Get your minds filled with knowledge, as 
well as your hearts with grace; that's part of 
the Chriſtian's Treaſure, 2 Cor. 4. 6. We have 
this Treaſure (that is of the knowledge of God 
in the face of Chriſt) in earthen veſſels : In whom 
are hid all the Treaſures of wiſdom, Col. 2. ;. 
Saving knowledge is a Treaſure laid up in Chriſt 
for Believers, and to he fetched out for their 
uſe and comfort- The richgs of the full aſſerance 
of underſtanding , aud acknowledgement of the 
myſtery of God, and of the. Father, andof Chriſt, 
__ Gl.2.2.+ The Goſpel is a myſery,a ſecret, hid 
from the natural eye, and cannot be known but 
by the. revelation of the Spirit. To have an 
inward, clear, ſenſible, cxperimental and certain 
5 (quan of the glorious truths of the Goſ- 
pel, opened and confirmed to the cye of Faith, 
is a high attainment beyond what any reach to, 
but thoſe that havethe anointings of the Spirit, 
and to whom *tis given by the Spirit as the fruit 
of prayer, and faithful attendance on his teach- 
ings in the Goſpel and Ordinances of Chriſt: 
This.is called a rooting and eſtabliſhment in the 
. Faich, Col. 2.7. and growing in knowledge, 
2 Pet. 3. 18. alluding ro trees that being well 
planted do take deeper root in the earth, and in 
time come to greater fettlement and trengrh 
N 3 againſt 
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againſt ſhakings : And as children that gradu. 
ally grow and enercaſe to higher ftatures-; {6 
this ſpiritual knowledge is gradually encreaſed 
"tis not the privitedge of new-born babes, 
perſons at their firſt converſion, to have this 
deep fathoming of Goſpel myſteries: But of 
ſtronger Chriſtians, who by conſtant attendanery 
on the Means of Grace,and in progreſs of time, 
by Faith, Humility, Prayer and Attention to the 
Spirit, do at length come to higher meaſures of 
this "illumination , and full affurance of truth. 
As Joſs reports of s godly man he knew, who 
at firſt was exerciled with meny doubts and 
fears, and ſhaking of Faith ; but at laſt through 


humiliation of ſoul, and a captivating of his un- 


derſtanding to Divin®Truth, together with the 
i/lumination of rhe Spirit, came to « wonderful 
clearneſs in the matters of Faith, and of his 
ſoul-eſtate, with ſuch a ſettlement of ſpirit, and 
certainty about his ſalvation, as to have no 
more doubts remaining in him. Chriſtians, con- 
rent not your ſelves with forme notions of 
truth, and ſhallow cold apprehenſions of the 
great myſteries of ſalvation ; but ſabour to get 
in greater meaſures of ſpiritnat underſtand- 
ing', both objective, as to the Truths to be 
known; and ſubjeive, asto the difcerning of 
them - Alas, we know as yet. nothing as we 
ought; there are deeps in the knowledpe of 
Chriſt for Elephants, as well as fhallows for 
Lambs ; and there ave greater beamings on the 
touls eye to be obfained and more certain un- 
derſtanding, and familiar acquaintance to be had 
with the fame Truths we know, Your buſineſs 
Chri- 
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Chriſtians, in'the Heavenly Trade is to get more 
Divine Wildom,to be led farther into MT cuth, 
and to emer into the Myſterics of the Goſpel ; 
wading farther and farther/into Sanftuary deepsz 
to know more of God, of the way to him, and 
the things freely given ot him, and to know 
better what you- know.: -T bow. baft hid theſe 
things from the wiſe and prudent, and revealed 


"them to babes. There's a ſecret in Gofpel: truths 


which the wiſeſt men in the world can never. by 
their {gon Wiſdom come tolee, without the 
ſpecial revelation of the Spirit': As none can 
come to fee the {pi ,/and occult virtues, 
m herbs and mi till 'by Chymiſtry they 
are extrated + Others may diſcern and receive 
the things themſelves in the';grots.and bulk of 
them, and yet never ſce or tafte thole' choice 
| ——_ hid. _ (3 here ks as are 
gers to a {pititual knowledge, appre- 
hend Tratts inthe bulk and lettey of them. 4 
carnal max ((aith Hooker) way . hear the ſound 
of the Word, underftand the fignification;, his judg- 
ment may fee the evidence of the argument, and 
force of reaſon wn them 7, and yes the 
rllity and fpiritualneſs of that De- Commentary 
vine never apprehended. . T he Tx ona A 
Jon; yer wiſdom knew not God: OT 
t Cr, 1:21; There's no proportion between a 
fpirizual objeR and a carnal 'eye : The carnal 
wind cannot diſcern the things of the Spirit of God, 
nerther can they know them, for they are ſpirituatly 
diſeerned, 1 Cor. 2.14. Labourto fee the beau- 
ty andamiableneſs of Truth ; toſee your pro- 
priety in Truth, to taſte an inward fiwcetneſ:, 
N 4 and 


and-raviſhingpleaſurein Truth, to;feel the itnſe 
of ſpecial love to; your- ſouls in diſcovery | of 
light, and to find a.mightine(s going out in eve- 
ry, Truth en: your fouls; thangwg.you- to; the 
very Spirit and Image.of Truth :- To grow is 
knowledge extenfively, ;into-all Truths and in- 
tcn{ively, in deeper and more ſenſible, ipiritualy 
powerful apprehenfions of truth ;: the: want of 


which 'right knowledge makes ſo many cold, 


dead hypocrites, and- barren profeſſors.in this 
day of. light and parts- ud; 4; Fr 

Ger alſo' your Conſciences: ſtor'd , with the 
Peace of God, which, paſſeghpunderſtanding. T bis 
is..the falt thar ſeaſons e thing, - condition 
and duty, Mark 9.50. This will; ſhoe - your 
feet to-travel thraugh-the rough and -tirclome 
waics of affliction, tomptation.-and-perſecution 
you muſt meet with in the purſuit of your Heas 
venly;Trade, Ephef'6. x5: This will calm yout 
hcarts in ſtorms;; and 'maintain; a» Summer withs 
in,. when tis 'Winger without; : and nothing but 
cemapeſts and troubles in the world, : Jebn. 16. 334 
Tnis , will preſerve you when all..is going, and 
keep your hearts and minds through Chriſt. Je- 
tus, Phil. 4. 7- This-will guard your hearts from 
thoſe {laviſh fears, darkſom doubts,.and dreadful 
t:/0ubles that many are filled'with-this day, and 
make you triumph over fin, 'srantiple u pon. the 
world, and ſmilein the midſt of all the ſrowns 
of men and Devils.: Q pet. and keep this rare 
Jewel of inward Peacc, which will help you to 
draw near to God with boldneſs, and c ul 
ſerenity in every duty, Heb: 10.22. Get your 
conſciences bath'd in the blood of Chyiſt, and 
| the 
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the evidences of your finccrity cleared up eve- 
ry'day this will help to maintain a'feaſt of in- 


ward peace under the temptations of Satan, 
and the view of your daily failings and ftumb- 


La 


age 
'Get your. hearts warm'd , and affeAions 
quicken'd with the ſenſe of divine-love to your 
Souls: this is a choice part of heavenly trea- 
ſpres; and will abundantly conduce to the lively 
carrying on of-. this divine Trade; affeions 
raiſed by the application of. redemption-grace, 
will be to your Souls as ſpread ſails to the Ship, 
tor carry you ſtrongly along againſt wind and 
ſtorm, - and fill you with pleaſant gales wittfin, 
and give you a ſpeedy and comfortable paſſage 
through the waves of this world, 2 Cor. 5. 12. 
'Tis.the Souls wings that mounts it up towards 
God, and carries jt aloft above the entangle- 
ments of ſin, the world, and fleſh, in the warm 
purſuit of God's commandments, 2 Cor. 5. 14- 
His commands,yill not-be thought grievous, or 
his yoke heavy, where this. love of God: hath 
leſt-a ſavouron the heart, P/al. 119. 32. Row, 
$3--10.' It will exceedingly ſweeten the bitter 
waters of Marah to you, and make the paths 
of Gods Providences, as well as his Precepts, 
plealantneſs and peace. 
- Take. in alſo the conſolations of the Spirit, 
andthe joys of the Holy Ghoſt , theſe will be 
uſeful to chear your hearts under tribulation, 
and ſtrengthen. and cordial you under hcart- 
faintings and qualms you may meet with from 
thoſe iP yapaurs of this lower World, and want 
of creature com/orts, 2 Cor. 7. 4. Rom, 15. 4. 
This 
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This fpiritual comfort will alſo help ro drown 
your carnal joys, ad to prevent a furſeit with 
the ptcaſures of this- Workd , *(another danger 
that Wifdom's Merchants are ſometimes lia 

to.) As 2. 28. Make me full of joy with the 
light of thy countenance. Spiritual joy, where it 
is, fills the heart, and leaves no room for -car- 
nal delights: as the heat of the Suri puts our 
the fire, ſo will ſpiritual confolation extinguiſh 
carnal joy : *Twas the: comfort which Adoſer, 


by Faith, ferch'd in from the views of - an inv+, 


fible God, that 'made him chooſe reproaches 


with the people of God, before the pleaſures. 


of fin that were but for a ſeaſon, Heb. 11.'21, 
25. This ſpiritual comfort is a notable way to 
ſtability in every good work, 2 The. 2. 16, 17. 
tothelp on your Souls edification and- growth in 
grace and holineſs, As g. 31. 

O! what work have Chriftians to do, be- 
fides the World, and minding their own things ? 
were Religion followed to the purpoſe, nerfoul 
would have no teifure for fin' and _— O'! 
what need have gracious Souls of a diligent 
hand to make them rich, and to be taking in 


fpiritual goods everyday. 


Queſt, Put how ſhould I doto get my Sond fur« 
niſl d with theſe heavenly goods *- If my heart 
dererve me not,” ] would fain be enriched with 
every grace, capacity and accompliſhment, for 
the diſcharge of my duty, the pleaſing honout- 
ing, and enjoying of God, and or the welfare of 
wy immortal Soul : But how to attam thr 
longed for mercy, 1 know nor. | 4 
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Sol. x. If you would be enriched- with hea- 
venly treaſures, and get in thoſe goods : Then, 

g- Firſt, Maintain a conftant ſenſe of your 

own wants and emptineſs: That which is want- 


ing cannot be numbred, Eccleſ, 1. 15. Look over 


our ſouls every day, and fee your poverty - 
ook into your enderſtandings, and fee how lit- 
tle light is there : into your minds, and con- 
ſider how little ſpirituality lies there : how lit- 
tlo warmth and heavenly heat in your affeRions : 
little truth and fincerity in your fpirits: little 
tendernefs in your conſciences: littfe flexible- 
neſs im your wills to divine things : little faith, 


' love, humility,mecknels,fear,zeal, life, trength, 


faithfulnels., Rtedfaftnels in your ſopls : were 
this really ſeen, and felt, and the exceilency of 
theſe ſpiritual perfeRions difcern'd, and the 
loal's great concern and intereſt that lies wrapt 
up in them, with the abſolute neteſfity of ha- 
ving every grace, in order to duty, peace, com- 
fart, proſperity and ſalvation - ' perſons that had 
any lite at all, could not lie ſtill, or be content, 
til. vtmoſt means were us'd to obtain ſupplies : 
*twas a falſe conceit of a ſelf-fulneſs that kept 
back Laodicea from ſeeking after Chriſt's trea- 
ſures, Rev. 3. 17, 18. And that blind opinion the 
Phariſees had of their go0d eftate that ſo pre- 
judic'd them againſt the conviftions and coun- 
ſels of Chriſt towards their cure, 7oh. 8.3 3, 39. 
41-48. Had not the Cerinthian Saints been to 
full and rich in their apprehenſions, they would 
not have had ſuch fleighty thoughts of inſtitu- 
ted means towards their ſouls good, 1 Cr. 
I. 12, And have been contentious with offe 

another 
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another, when they ſhould have been contend 


for higher meaſures of grace and godlinefs,v. ry. 


*Tis the poor are the labourers in .God's Ving: 
yard, Zach. 11, 11, And they that feel the da 
need of ſoul- relief, that will be at any pains to 
enjoy it, Iſa. 41. 17- 

Secondly, Get a believing ſig"t of Chrift', 
grace and fulneſs, that heis able to enrich yoy, 
and willing to help you. Heb. 11.6. This wm_ 
Naaman to the Prophet Eliſha for cure of hi 
teproſie ; he believed his ſervants report, that 
he was able, and cheriſhed hopes that he was 
willing to heal him. 2 Kin. 5.3- And ſhe ſaid 
1 ber Miſtreſs, would God my Maſter were with 
the Prophet that is ty Samaria, for he would re- 
caver him of his leproſie : One told, this to her 
Lord, and hereupon he goes and adventures: 
wer. 5. And he departed, A periwaſion of 
Chriſt's ability, brought the Leper to him for 
cleanſing. at. 8.2. Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
can'ſt make me clean ;, He was periwaded that 
Chriſt was able, and had hopes that he was wil- 
ling, or elſe would never have come to him. 
A thorough belief of Chriſt's ability to help, 
will make a ſoul to cheriſh hopes of his wil- 
lingnets alſo. * So the blind men, Mar. g. they 
believed Chriſt's ability to help them 3 +er.28. 
Aod'they had hopes of his mercy too, that he 
would do it : ver. 27. Thox. Son of David have 
mercy upon 1: and this hope made them not 
only to*come to Chriſt ,- but .to follow aſter 
him: whateverperſons pretend to a believing 
in Chriſt's ability to fave and fanRifle them, 
they have not this faith, who queſtion his wil- 
lingnets 
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lingneſs to ſatisfic the longing ſoul, and fave all 
that come to God by him : you confels he is 
able to furniſh you with all you can want or de- 
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fire; believe his willingneſs alſo to ſupply all 
your wants, who fincercly wait upon him. 


Queſt. But how may [know that Chriſt will fur- 
wiſh me if I come for theſe heavenly treaſures ? 
there are many come, and go wit hout their er- 
rand : Some atk, and have not, Jam. 4. 3. 
run, and receive not ,, ſtrive to enter in, and are 
not able, 1 Cor. 9. 24. Luke 13*24. There 
are ſom the Lord threatens he will not hear, 
Prov. 1. 28. fa. 1.15. Zach, 9.13, And 
have ſought theſe ſpiritual bleſſings many a time, 
and God hath flot anſwtred: How may | be 
ſure Chriſt is willing to grve theſe treaſures un- 


to me 7 


Sol. The Lord Jeſus hath made an offer of 
graceto all ſenſible Sinners, who feel their need, 
and t* irft for ſupply, 1/a.'55. 1. Job. 7. 37. and 
called upon them to come and receive it with- 
out exception, Matth. 11. 28. Now it cannot 
ſtand with his divine goodnels and truth to offer 
mercy, and not intend to give it ; he cannot de- 
ceive, or be deceived, who is the faithful one 1 
nor invite his creatures to an expeRation, and 
then ſail them. Now he hath called all to 
come, and required no other condition but their 
coming, and receiving him and the things he 
hath offered He hath alſo promiſed, as well as 
offered, to give to him that thirſteth. Rev. 20.6. 
I will g:ve to him that is k-thirſt of the fountain 
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ler out on any terms of ſel{-worthineſs ; for if 
there be any thing to make the creature wor- 


him that is a-thirſt,) nothing elſe is required 
but a pinching ſenſe of fouls need, and an un- 
fatisfied deſire -of ſupply. . (1 will give free- 
\  ly,) out of no-relpe&t to any thing in the 
creature, but his neceſſity and miſery 3 the mo- 
ving cauſe is his own grace and free mercy to 
Sinners, as Sinners. (I will give liberally too ; ) 
let himdrink freely, take as much as he needs, 
or iscapable to receive. (I will give ſuitably,) 
fuch things as you deſire and need, and ſuch 
things as are capable of ſatisfying you, (of the 
fountain of the waters of life.) Mut.7.7. Pſal. 
36. 7, 8. Foh. 6.37. Iſa. 41. 17. You will 
nothing in theſe Scriptures required in the per- 
fon, bur ſenſe of his need, ſeeking latisfaRion, 
coming, believing, and a real ſubjeRtion to all 
God's terms, and a pure deſigning of his ends. 
I diſclaim all ; the Port I would be in at, is 
redemption and forgiveneſs through his blood ; 
Ruth. Now, if he hath promiſed to give to 
them that ſeek, he muſt be willing to give ; For 
the holy One of. Iſrael cannot lye, Numb. 23. 19. 
He hath received all his Mediatory fulneſs of 
purpoſe for the giving out to thole that come 


received gifts for wen, yea, for the rebellious alſo, 
that the* Lord God might dwell amongſt them : He 
is the Angel, Meflenger and Mediator of the 
nexy Covenant, the Truſtee and Feoffee entruſted 
with that great eſtate for the uſe of his people 
rnar 


7 
of the water of life freely. 1 will give;(not ſell)or' 


thy, *tis not a gift, but debt, Row. 4+ 4. (Td' 


-unto him. Foh. 1. 12. Pſal. 68.18. Thouhaſt - 


| 
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that need it, and come unto him for it, Afar. 3. 1. 
Heb.g. 15. Andtherefore is ſaid to appear in 
Heaven inthe preſence of God for them, as an 
Advocate to follow their cauſe. The Lord Jc- 
ſus is wonderfully plcaſed too, in giving to his 
needy ſecking ones. Afich. 7. 18. He delighterh 
in mercy, F/al; 35. 27. He hath pleaſure in the 
proſperity of his ſervants : the more he giyes, 
the more he ſces of the travel of his ſoul, and 
is ſatisfied. J/a. 53. 11- The more he gives, 
the more he receives : The gifts and graces of 
God are as the rivers that flow from the Sea, 
and return to the Sea again. 1 Chron. 29, 14. Of 
thine own- have 1 geven thee ; The more Chriſt 
gives to his people the more he receives; his 
talents come in again with improvements, ar. 
25. 27. The more he gives, the more he is glo- 
rified, Joh. 14. 13. Anſwer theſe queſtions be- 
fore you doubt Chriſt's willingneſs to part with 
ſpiritual goods freely to all that truly ſeek 
them. Do yoo think really that Chriſt can dil. 
ſemble, offer merey, and have no mind to give 
it? Do you think that the Lord Jeſus can 
break his word,or become falſe to his promile? 
Can you imagine he will be unfaithful to his 
truſt ? Can he delight in giving, and yet not wil- 
ling'? Doth he gain by giving, and yet not wil- 
ling to give? I5he glorified by giving. and yer 
de loth to give ? then would he not care for his 
own name; Suſpett your willingnels to receive, 
not Chriſt's to give you all that grace you need 
and {eek of him. 
Fourthly , Another thing wherein this hea- 
venly Trade lies, is, ta carry on heavenly work, 
and 


and to be daily _— the great bulineſs' of 
godlinels. Religion 
world ;, every Trade hath its 'employment, - anfj 
lo has godlineſs. Chriſtianity is not a notion 
. | or opinion, a name to live, and no more - *Tisa 
miſerable vanity and cheat for a perſon to think 
a bare Lamp will light him to Heaven, and 
few lazy wiſhes bring him to glory, though he 
travel not the way to it. Alas, to eſpoule the 
principles of Piety, without the pratice of it, 
to get over to- pr viledges, and be ſtrangers ts 
Purity, to proſeſs Faith without works, and love 
without" labours, will ſignifie nothing towards 
ſalvation. Will Opinion make a manan Artiſt; 
or imagination enrich him, or hunger fil him, 
or reading the way to a place bring him thi- 
ther * No more will affe&tion, knowledge and 
profeſſion help men to Heaven, unleſs they work 
out their ſalvation, and carry on the duties of 
Religion that lead to it, Phil. 2. 12. | 
Firſt, Conſider, a Chriſtian hath much work, 
and alittle time; great work,andimail ſtrength ; 
necefſary work, and many diverſions ; excellent 
work, none like it : perſons that ſet about fa 
vation in earneſt, will find much todo; and the 
farther they go in Religion, the more buſie their 
employment will be: every day brings its work 
with it; new inftrutions, new mercics ,' new 
afflictions and temptations every day ,. which 
calls for much exerciſed grace and duty. A child 
of God hath no time for idleneſs, or imperti- 


nent buſineſs. O the many things that muſt be * 


diſpatched within the compaſs of this little igch 
of time for eternity Soul, if thou gy 
ey 
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th its work as well as the. 
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thy work undone when thou-dieſt, thy loul's, 


+ undone;; there's no-rifing from thy grave to do 


negleted work; or diſpenſation at the Bar of 

God for the amiſſion, of Salvation: duties. 

. - This work is neceflary allo as well as great ; 
ſome duticsare neceſſary to fecure thy ſalvation; 
all dutics are neceſſary to maintainthy comforts, 
and greatenthy glory. | Men plead neceſlity for 


* this and th' other thing, to do this work, and take 


that journey ; to omit this duty,and abſent from 
ſuch a priviledge ; but who is ſenſible of the ne- 
celfity of. working the: work © of God, and-at- 
tending ſoul-concerns ? It may not be neceſſary 
you ſhould have peace, credit, plenty , riches, 
comforts z, that you ſhould have ſo much eftate, 
preferment and contentment in the world; bur 
"tis abſolutely neceſſary thy ſoul ſhould: be 
laved, and. that God ſhould: be obeyed ; that 
{piritual concerns ſhould be attended, (whatever 


. isnegletted.) that thy debrs ſhould be paid, thy 


peace with: God obtained, thy hungry ſoul be 
fed and refreſhed, thy title to Heaven clear'd, 


the preſence of God enjoy'd, and thy ſeed-time 


for glory improv'd. 
Tis. promiled-work ' too, and that .makes it 


| necefſary.: you have cngag'd to bethe Lord's: if 


ou are Chriſtians; and. have.given'-up your 
ves tobe his, .and-not your own ;. your time 
is his,/ your capacities his, 1.Cvr. 6. 194 20.what 
you are and have,is from him and. for him}. this 
you have devoted to the uſe and ſervice of God, 
when yqu toak him. to de. your God, 2 Cor. 8.5. 
and-many-/a time ſince you have cngag'd to ' obe- 
dience."of his commands :. There are ſick-bed- 
O vow 
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vows, affliction-promiſes, | inde 
conſcience-troubles; yea every = and int 
ry duty , you--tel} God will mend your 
waics, redeem your time, do him. more 4 
better work; and how; can you 'ftand | beforg 
bim with ſuch flattery and diſimulation, anduy- 
der the guilt of fo much falſhood and treac 
while your work lies ſtill undone ? 4 
Yea your work, Chriſtians, is excellent wath 
allo, above all the emplgyments of the world; 
*tis fupernataral work, yea Angelical work 
ſuch-work as Angels cannot do, to believe 
love, converſe with, and obey Chriſt, as your 
Redecmer and Saviour, Phil, 3. 10. 1 Pet. 
7» 8, 9, 12.. to ſuffer for Chriſt, and be baptrittl Þ cyl 
into .a conformity with his death and reſvr- an 
r 


is ſvitable work alſo you are called tos © fy 
this Heavenly Trade, work ſuited to your nj. 
tures « If you are Saints, you.have received's. 
heavenly ſpirit, andalfe partakers of the Divitt 
Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4.*Tis as natural for you to 
heavenly work, if youare Chriſtians, as for whe 
world to do earthly work, there being: a diſpqy 
ſitioh'and propenſity put into your renewed na- 
tures to new and heavenly work, as there is'4- 
diſpoſition inthe.ſeed to ity proper fruit, 1 obs 
3- 9. For bis ſeed remarneth in bim1 Tis work 
luited to your hopes which are laid'up in Hes- 
ven, Gol. 1. 5. For rhe bope which is laid up fir 
youen Heaven, whereof you have heard befor ja 
the word of Truth. That is the ble fednefs 
great and glorious things you hope ron Fe 
are [aid up for you in Heaven, 3s a Treafure 
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iQ kept for you : Called hope by an Antono- 
bs, brick Deavenant ) (a) This reward it not 
Wi ſaid to bronely offeredand propoſed to us; for that 
werdd weaken- our bope, if the cert ainty of thoſe 
things hoped for did on m, ard our diſpoſt- 
tion; ſo that it ſhould be given or denied #1 ac- 
cordeny to the worth of our works, graces and du- 
ties ; but "tis ſaid to be laid aſide for ws, us that 
which is depoſited, and ſafely laid up in God our 
Father for w. A Chriſtian's choiceſt Treaſures 
liein hope, not in hand ; beyond their preſent 
view and enjoyment, and yer ſecured to their 
uſe and propricty,' 1 Per. 1. 4. Reſerved in Hea- 
ven for you: (ri\npruxmy) kept as it wert in 
cuſtody, and with watch and ward for you fore 
and certain, on which the hopes of Belicvers are 
firmly faid, and to which thcir preſent work is 
ſvited: heavenly work bears a proportion and 
agreeinent in its nature (though not ' it! worth) 
to heavenly and eternal things z *tis work ſuited 
to your inheritance and m its kind, 
hoop not in degree : and thar's excellent work 
ph is of rhe ſame Nature with your Eternal 
moot al eſent priviledg: 
_-Svited allo to your t priviledges, who 
fit in Heayenl Places in Chrifl Jeſus, Þ b. 2.6. 
Gracious Souts, though inHabitation they are 
Beatitado gromiff a dicitur ſp-s noſtva, id ejt, ilud qued 
ha Antonan ſim; _ provi Micha 


__ ec ſpem noſ;rom 
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inobis © propoſitum; nem 
bf . þ certitudo yerum ſperatorum "pehderet ex n0- 

i 4 fone oſtre its ut vel daretur nobis vel me- 
#s, merito operum noſtrorum. ſed dicitnr Jepeſowum 
>, quaſh is, depoſits reconditum apud Peum Iarrtn 


ven, 
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on-the Earth, yet in. point: of priviledge they 
fit in Heaven: Through their union with Orig 

they may be ſaid (b) (taith Zancby): to ſit when 
he ſits, as a Hutband or Brother abſent from 
Wiſe, and Brethren doth poſſeſs 4 kingdom far; 
them; they, though abſent, may be truly ſaid relg 
. tively to poſſeſs it in him as members m the he 


they ſit in Heaven in_the perſon of Chriſt ; cg 


— 
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the lump is ſanftified in the firſt fruits: Neit 
do they fit onely relatively through their 
with Chriſt ; but ſpiritually, through their com- 
munion with him. In.that ſenſe (faith Burr) 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Phil. 3. 20, They hay 
their converſation in Heaven. This is a glorioy 
priviledge the Saints onely enjoy z in this lik 
ro converſe in Heaven, and to. have their lik 
above, above the world, and things below;and 
ſuch ſhould their work be alſo: How pleaſant 
ſhould heavenly work -be to heavenly ſouls! 
which Believers are and ſhould be. a 
Secondly , - Chriftians ſet upon heavenly 
work; for as is your. work, ſo will your ,maig 
tenance be : They who do that work ik th 
world cannot, have that meat and drink which, 
the world knoweth not, Job. 4. 32, 34. The 
Lord hath dainties,: and peculiar retreſhmeny 
for thoſe-who are ingle and faithful in his 
they have joyes which ſtrangers intermeddle na 
with, Prov. 14. 10. Whoever g0 without, his 
labourers ſhall got lack : He keeps'a good table 
for his workmen: In keeping . of his commands} 
(b) Sedere fecit nos in celeſtibus in perſona Chriſti, inqut 


novan vitam excitavit, & ut Shiritu is calis muy 6 
Et; Zanch. . 4 wes #: 
there's 
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there's great reward, Pſal, 19.11. They eat th* 
* "fat, and drink, the ſweet, Neh. 8. 10. The mar- 
row; the ſpiced wine, the hidden Manna is their 
meat and drink {fo far as they have need. of it) 
/© the ſweet bjts, and pleafantiips they miſs of, 
whoare idle.in God's Vineyard * They that will 
not work ,ſbaſlnot eat, 2 The). 3: 10, Would you 
live high-in-your ſpiritual comforts, then work 
hard inyour ſpiritual work. 
Thirdly, As is your wark;;1o will your com- 
pany be :- They that «do earthly work, have 
earthly. companions: to: labour with them : As 
is mens Trade; ſuch is their company. The chs(- 
dren of the night have their fellowſbip with unfruit- 
full works of darkneſs, Ephef. 5: 1 1.and gracious 
are c ons With thew that fear Ged , 
Pſal. 1 19:63 Wicked, workers  have-wicked 
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mer? and devils calling in;theie lot with, them, 
0 


Prov. 1.44. And 1o have heavenly: Traders 
heavenly company ;. they have . the preſence of 
God with ithemy 2 Caron 15-2. The Lord ts 
with you: ihe you are with him : They bave the 
Comforter with them, ' 7b. 14. 16 He ſhall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you 
"\for:ever'; Row. 8. 11. By his. Spirit that dwelleth 
"14yos. No coitipany like the Comforter : friends 
May leave you, butif you keep with God, and 
fo his will, the Spirit of God will abide with 
you for ever+©-though he "may not alwaics be 
-, leen-of you, yethe will alwaics relide with you: 
At the beſt, friends can but ſtay with you, bur- 
the Spirirof Chriſt will dwell in you, and give 
you theneareſt and moſt intimate acquainta ice 

' with himſelf © (if you obey his voice, and follow 
O 3 him; 
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him) God's labourers have the company of- An | 


gels allo : chey are ——_— ſpirits to the being 
of ſalvation, Heb, 1. 14. They puch their tem 
about them that fear God, Pſal. 34. 7. and have 
it given in charge to take care of the Childre 
of God, andto carry them it their arms hat 
. aſp not their feet againſt « Hone, Pſak 91; w. 
Thole are lovely company indeed, tuch, as wil 
nevet hurt you, but do-you good ; you ſhall be 
the better for them, Prov. 13. 20. | 
Fourthly, As is your work, fo will ypur wage 
be to-all eternity : though not for your . work, 
yet according to it, 'Row, 2. 6. Who ſhall rendy 
to every man «ccording to bis deeds : x" = Wy 
not die In! #34, according to, not for their works: 
The Propoſition He, noting here (faith 
res) (c:) not the merit, bur the meafure,ana 
ar rule; by which undeſerved rewards ſhall 
d&itributed, and juſt-puniſhments ſhall be it 


flidted, as the word is uſed, Afar. 9.29. a. 234 


And fo as it refers rs glory (faite) it raxtier 
deicribes the perſon to whom. chis ſhal 
be given, then ſhews the cauſe why ir: is gival 
as' Mat. 25. 345 35- Allo the word 
(«#576 ) 15 uted for a free reward that” hath 
no re{pe& to deſert, Afar. 20. 8. The ate 're- 
ward being given” ts him rhat wrought one 
hour, as to thoſe that bore the heat and burdey 
of theday : So that the -word (according } noteh 
the kind of work ,' not the cauſe of reward 


ro. ——_—_— 


(c) KzT4-10n meritum ſicnificat, Jed menſurem cen are 
1:54 4x, qua pramia diſtribuentur indebits & .,pgne nv 
o «untuy promerit.c, Parzus, Nov oper out. fed qui- 
bus ſit dand: docetur. Idem, | x wy 
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' reward av it 'refers to falvation : ſuitable to 
that of Ohtift, Rev. 22. 32; Behold 1 come quick, 
ly, and wy reward is with me, to give every man 
according as bis work ſhall be: amdirai ingow 
&rn typr fs tz. Indeed evit works have their 
cavſaliry, and deſert of puniſhment, but not 
d works of reward 4 Gryner gives three rea- 
of the difference? Firft, Becayſe gaod 
works proceed from God, and are the fruits of 
his Spirit in us3 bur-evil works proceed from 
man, and art the effefts: of his own fpirit and 
will. Secondly, good works are imperfectly 
as to C nd.cherefore cannot. merit ; 
evil works are pet ay oy, and therefore 
deferve death. ' Thirdly, Good works ate coih- 
manded, ind ſo are but our duty, and cannot 
merit, { of debts arcnot purchaſe) but 
fins are forbidden, and fo are a breach of the 
Law of God, and deſerve death. Zuke 17,10, 
giſt of Cod is eternal life, but the wages of ſim 
is death, Row: 6. 2. Death is wages ve, but 
life is a fe alrpgerher free.” BY grace ye are 
fevet, Epinſ” 2.4. There can be no deſert of 
gory inthe molt ſpiritual duties of man ; Be- 
Cau oy | 
Firſt, They are not man's work, but Gad's in 
him Fobn 15. 5. Without me ye can do nothing , 
Gal..2. 26. 1 live, yer not 1, but Coriſt liveth im 
\ me» Holineſs is called the fruit of the Spirit 
Ephrſ. $. yg." Now the reward is due by way af 
debt td him that workethz, but to him that 
workerh not, "ris of grace; Rom. 4- 4, 5, and 
therefore reward is not | due to Saints who 
work not, but by firit way of juſtice 14- 
O's thec 
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Secondly, They arc no way piaportiona 
to the peward, and {o not METitorIous : 
work'is imperſe&; they know but ip part, 
do but inpart, 1 Cor. 3.9. Phil. 3. 12, The 
duties as they come from. the. Saints. here; arg 
{potry andas ſweet waters that . come, from. ap 
evi veſſel, they favgur of the cak through 
which they come ;. hut gr 5 perfect, 0 
blis modis, and ha th no-gelc in jI's Our works 
wr drew Solos created, and creature-afty 

but the_ reward is infinite, the love " 

2lory Y of an jnfiite G od. 

"Ihiraly, RN or Hofineſs 5 Frere perſetk 
yer it 7 $ould not merit; becauſe it ngſue, i to 

bl 


frog that relation we. hear to him; as his 
fures,and redeemed oneg,and Top, ugh ;hrog. bh; 


and covenant wit L him. to lore, ob ſcrve 
hit) \"Epbe/.. 2. I0- "RAT 8s. $+ 21k got. 
debts, not as of "favour to Gp F ,C,0Wc 
our"Telyes , and, or. all, apd indebted. to 
Chrift for his Redemption, g can than we 
can ever pay.; w We apoor (Who we go : = 
poſiblecan) r requite =, ood. of Chriſt, 


love of Chriſt ; and ti 2 arc ps of debt. we. 


ney t Merit. ...,.. 


Fourthly, We hayenothing to. or, withal; 


for we are. not our. G4 ad AO: 64,19 


nothing to give to, wha is er: tes FR but 
God's (as all re E pnes ; glpecially- are} 


OMe\Fr3 Up his, apts: Rom. 0 Who @n 


thou that | Js Lt an of *er man 's Jug "And a | 


ſexyaht is nor, bis own; bis 11 rength, ca: 
pacity,work,, arc.his Maſters ; {9 = the Sainty 
duties 
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duticsthe Lord's, not by way of legal compact, 


- and requital of wages; but by way of redemp- 
/ tion, xight and-purchaſe, being bought out of 


the. ſervice of-ſib and-Satan to his owa uſe : and 
the ſervice of ſuchis:a duc already upon a for- 
mer ſcore'; a Yebt of thankfulneſs, and cannot 
rit a reward.: Beſides what can/ they give to 
God, who have. nothing but what they receive 
from-God ? 1 Cori g. 7. Who hath firt# given to 
him? and it ſball-be recompenſed fo him again : for 
ef him, and through bim, and to him arg all things, 
to whom be glory for ever. ; 
- Fifthly, Were'xewards due to! any upon tho, 
account of his work ,.then man had ſomething 
to.glory of it himicif, and-might tay of Heaven 
as Nehwehagnezzat did of Babylon, Dan. 4 30. 
Is no4-this great Babylon which 1 have built for 
the bauſe of the Kingdom,by tl e might of my j over, 
apa for the honour of my Majefty ? So might ſuch 
lay. when they come to Heaven :-Is rot this the 
manlion- I prepared and defegyed' by my du- 
ties and graces, for my plory and blefſedneſs ? 
Forſclf-juſticiaries, though they ate forced to 
lay that their.grace is given: of God : yet they 
| boaſt of the improvements of this grace as 
theirs, and glory-is: due to. the improvement 
ob; gxace;(they fay ) and.not to'the bare grace or 
talent ;. and chough they are driven to conſe's 
GhniRt's.merit, yetthey ſhufle-and ay, Chriſt 
© merited for them, that -they- might merit -- Bur” 
' thatis contraryato.abe Goſpel; which rel's us; 
"tis not of -bim that willeth, ' nor of hum that 
runneth, but of Gedthat ſheweth mercy , Rom g. 
vW16," And *tis God that workethrtn you both to © 
Wil 
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will and to'de of bis good pleaſure, Phil, 2: 13, 


And that no fle Id glory in his preſence, 1 Or. 
L. 29» lures jira ce the hell 


weak and baſe things of this world, and things the | 


are not, of eto nt this fſelf-glo | 
fore him, hrs + 8 And the Anctle nate 
this reaton why \Abrabew was not juſtified by 
Work;, butby Faith,caufethen he would have 
fomething to-glory in 3 but this could not be, 
Rom. 4. 2. If Abrahaw were juſtified by warks, 
be had ſomething to glory in but nor before God. $g 
that the Saints, though they have” a reward of 
© their work, yet'it i5 not for -their work ;, *tis a 
reward, not of debt, but of grace ; yea of ls 
nous grace, «rcording to your work, (Chriſtians) 
God will not give you a jot leſs than the vemoſt 
of what your love and faithfulneſs comes toy 
Tour Labour ſhall notbe in vain in the Lord, 1 On, 
15. 58. He will not fail of any of his Promiſi 


or diſappoint you of your expected end,but w 


be better than yqpr hopes: You will ſayin that 
day of compenſation, Who hath begotten me all 
theſe ? I/a.49. 21.Whence is this to me ? Lid 1. 
v. 43. When ſaw we thee an bungred ? Mat. 16; 
v. 37. Glory is a mighty thing, infinitely above 
all your Jlabours : Chriſtians, Heaven will 
make amends for. all your . duties and loſſes, 
and abundantly compenfate, and exceed all your 


expencesfor in the world :” And have you 


pot reaſon to fet- about the: work of grace, 


and drive on the” .employmenits: of- this Hea- 


yenly Trad- # 
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Queſt, But what is this beavenly work which 
Woſdows Merchants muſt be drroing on every 


ox bo 


-18þl 1 anſwer ; Firſt, in the general; Hea- 
work is that work which hath'a heaven- _ 

by Avthor and Principle ; a heavenly rule, and a 
heavenly end: work wrought of God by his 
Spirit, Fob. 3. 21. Work done according to the 
will of God, and by Scripture rule,- Col. 4. 12. 
Work wrov —_ for God, and defigned rely 
ard ultima to his glory, 2/Obr. 10.31. 

Den chcce partieations, —_— works may 
de confidered under thelg two heads 

Firſt, Such as are-heavenly in the matter of 
them, as well as marmer and cnd. 

' "Secondly, Sock works, as t earthly in 
the matter of thetn, yet are done in a heaven- 
ly riamer, and © an heavenly cnd. 

Firſt , That's heavenly work which is of a 
heavenly nature , matter, and manner, and 
end as all thoſe religious duties are which re- 
ſpe& God, vor ſelves, and others. 

Firſt, Drive onthat work every day which 
_ Goleta and gender mag 

te je, as rehgious w Py 
both natural and anftirored, moraland poftive. 
Mat: 4, 10: bi wt ge { #5 hy i the Lord thyGad, 

{tr we; 


Cortom ul rs gr TRE 
his' rational and intelligent crea- 
tures, both men and Angels to worthip bim on- 


Iy, with that revereatial fear, faith, tore, hope 
aind-dchght which is s Ge to him; as the Su- - 
preme 


- reward a 323 = CE SIDE FIS>SYST | 


_ 


\ 


— 


” 


preme Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, the great 
Creator and Conſervator of: all -his creatures; 
and to ſcrve him with that fubjeRion- and @be- 
dience as their relation to God their ' Soverei 
calls for. "This is the duty of all perſons, «< 
<ially thofe that profeſs thejr owning of 
"and choice of him to be their God in Chiifh, 
and peculiar treaſure. Dent, 23.6. Tho/ 
love the Lardthy God, and ſerue bim, and 


by his name, .Chriſtians, to let out your heany: 


upon the world, relations, ſelf, and creatnres,; is 
to rob God of his ſervice, and to commit Idy- 


latry with-rthecreature. -. Think this, whtoing 


heart runs-0ut to things delow God, and:.my.4 

feftions, hope, .truſt and delight get over:thei 
banks, and break their due bounds, and: ſubor- 
dinacy to God : when1-fondly .dote upong: and 
take pleaſure (abſtratively from God). in any 
excatures, theri do Ideal treacheroully, with gay 
God, I rob him, and give/his glory to another, 
Jſa..48. 11: Oi ſet habitually-your. heargs; on 
God, and let out your faith, loye, hope, feag, 
deſires, and delighting pleaſures on God eyery 


day, yea all the daylong, asyour ehicfeft: good, 
ſupreme Sovereign, and laſtend. ;Prev. 27, L7.Be 


thoum the fear, of the Loyd all the daylong.; 1 
Again, external adts'gf , divine: wortbip, axc 
part of thy every days work, which thou qyeſ 


to. God, and to be duly. and'\dajly perſormed.1o | 


him, as to ptay, hear, and read his facred word; 


Theſe are chat honour, homage; and ſervice that - 


is due ' to; God every: day; clpecially morning 
and evening z' Prov. 3.. 34) Dot. 6. 7. £x094, 
« 30. 7. 1. Chron..23. 30. Etch; 46+ 133 4418. 

' Amos 
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Amos 4.4. 1 Chron. 16. 40, Pal. 55. 17. This 
is the daily burnt offering to be prepared for 
the Lotd ; Exod. 29. 38, 39. Morning and even- - 
ing ; the vows that arc to be deily performed. 

Pſal. 61. $. God's mercies are new every morn- 

ing, and ſo muſt your praiſes be ello. Lam. 323. 

He keeps you day andnight. Uſa. 27. 3. And 

*ris but reaſonable you ſhould give him his 

morning and evening lacrifice; you depend upon 

him forgthe 'mercies of every day , and he- cx- 

pets. from you-the duties of every day, which 

1s reaſonable ſervice. Rom. 12. 1.. You have 
Caily neceſſities, difficulties, trials, dangers and 
duties, in which, you necd his help: gand is it 

not. your concern to be dailyat hitMet, and 

Pann his favour, counſel, ſtrength and bleſ-- 
—_—; KAY 

erein lies your profeſſed ſubjeion to God 

alſo, ſlight religious duties,and you reje& God 

from being your God : This very reaton doth 
Moſes give why 1ſrael ſhould ſerve the Lord, 

and cleave tohim, and, ſwear by his name, and 
give him all religious worſhip, Det. 19.20, 21. 
He ss thy praiſe, and be is thy God , who hath 
done for thes theſe great and terrible thingswbich 
thing eyes have ſeen. Dan. 6. 16. Thy God whom 
thou ſoveft continually, be will deliver thee: *Tis 
a. contradiction to ſay that God'is your God, 
and yet with-hbold his ſervice from him : As 
loon ay ever God had a people in, the World, 
he had ſervice from them; -Gez. 4. 25. Then 
began men to:call pon the naye of the Lord : 
No ſooner had Seth (who: was the other ſeed 
which the Lord appropriated to himſelf in the 


room 


” « = y7 
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room of Abel) & Sonand Family, bur they had: | * 
peculiar worſhip for God,and were di iſhed w 
from the Family of Cain by this, that they did jO 
ſerve God ; This is the work of God, that every ne 
Soul is bound to Eifpatch every day, in Cloſer - 
| 
d 
a 
f 
v 
C 


and Family, in Spirit and Truth, with a pure; 
heart fervently. 
This alſo is the beſt part of your work 'in 
the _ to attend on m_ ; - other ſervice 
is but ; compared with your ferving 
God, and CantaRting the great matters of your | 
Souls, and your everlafting concern. This iz t 


your intereſt alſo, to maintain nearnefs to God, y 
wha is ; hoy of your fouls, the lengrh of 
your days, and fountain of all your ſupplies ; £ 
there's no ſuch pleaſure as. in the ways of God, 

nor profit as in keeping his com . O the 


bleſledneſs of converte with God, and main- 
taining a dayly entercourſe with the Father of - | 
Spirits! *risthe priviledge of Rage ca of plo- 
ried Saints, to be always bcholding his face, 
1 The. 4. 17. Mat. 18. 10. And the peculiar 
honour of the upright to dyell in his preſence, |, 
Pſal. 140. 12. | 
There is no ſuch advantage alſoas'to be much - ' 
with God every day, Pſal.' 74. 28, Tis good 
for me to draw near to God - Often journeys to 
Heaven bring .in much profit; *twas this way 
David did thrive ſo much in wiſdom, grace and 
experience , out-fhining all the men | of that 
age, and ſerving his generation by the will of 
God; bis being much with God. Pſal. 139.18. 
When I awake I amftill with thee : By this neat- 
nels to the Son of righteouſneſs did woe fo 
o0n 


————————_ 
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[on ripen for Heaven; and by his conſtant 
walks with God, did he {o timely get to his 
end. © Of all that generation, we find 
none ſo ſoon ſent for home, and tranflated to 
his reſt, as boly Ercch; tor whereas the reſt 
lived nine bundred, eight - hundrgd, {even hun- 
dred years; only be lived three hundred ſxry 
and fF years, and that which ſo quickned his 
fitneſs for reft', was his aRivity in heaventy 
work : 'Enceh walked with God, and was not, for 
God took, him, Gen. 5.23. He kept his conſtant 
turns ' with God in his Garden and Gallery- 
walks, and then in with him into his Pre- 
{ence-Chzamber, ce toſitdown with him for 


er. | 
This alſo will make you thrive. in your own 
work, if you are faithful and diligent in God's 
work; mind his concerns; and he will care for 
yours, Dent. 30 9. Obey the voice of rhe Lord, 
aiid do all bis commandments, and the Lord thy 
God will make thee plenteous in every good work. 
of thy band ; He ſhall maſte thee to abound in 
. © the work of thy hand; (as 'tis in the Hebrew) 
®(*) to bave more than enough, (as Montanus 
renders it,) He will bleſsthee in every work of 
thine hand , (according to the Septuagint, ) 
other Copies have it; He will have a great 
deal. of care of thee, &c. He will make thee 
excelent with gaod things, (ſaith Funixs.: ) He 
will- make theg to enjoy goodin every Work of, &c. 
(faith Sywmachus) fe ſhall proſper the work 
of thy band: It ſhall go well with ſuch. Dez. 


(*) Tm 5 faciet ſupey eſſe te, SVASY HOO TOAYWpHToH 
a+ 4 excell;memefficierre bois, 


4.40. 
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4. 40. Thou ſhalt keep therefore ns Irs" 
-Þ ntbnur which 1 ws xo this ddy,thi 
i may go well with thee, and withthy children af - 
ter thee, Gen. 42.18. *Twas. piety made Joſeph 
fo proſperovs in all he did, he feared God.” © De 
this, and live ;" for I fear God : and God -was - 
him, and'made all he did to proſper in yo 
Gen. 39. 3: Whatſoever. he doth ſhall proſper, 
Pſal. 1. 3. The bleſſing of the Lord (Mall be 
onthe head and hands of ſuch ; Tet their cor- 
eition be what it will in the world, yer it ſhall 
be well with fuch as fear the Lord; if be be 
afflited, yet- his aMiftions ſhall turn to his 
go00d, and be part of his proſperity. 2 Chron, 
31. 21: Andmevery work be began in the ſer- 
vice of the Houſe of God, and in the Law, and ili 
the Commandment , to ſech his God ; he did # 
with all his hetrt, and proſpered. The way t6 
true proſperity" leads by Heaven- gates. ' Chri 
ſtians, it ever you will thrive in your own wo 
be ſure to carry on God's work : begin will, 
God every day, the firſt fruits are his. - DiF 
patch religious worſhip in your Cloſets and Fa- 
milies before you enter on your carthly bully 
nels : Clole up every day with him, he is the 
LHipha and Omega, the beginning and end, and 
muſt have the iſſue as. welb as entrances of eye- 
ry day.. - The morning and evening facrifice are 
his, 1 Chron. 16. 40. 2 Chron. 1 3. 11: Pſal.5 5.17 
Give Godhis due, before you render to nature, 
its dues. - Pſal. 61.8. Pay your vows to God 
every evening, before you run on ſcore for. 
new mercies : See all things fecured 'm ever- 
laſting Arms before youlic down.to reſt; put 
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col. chy”, AL | into the hands of Chviſt 
Any res ion every —___ 
the watch: ſer, wr? all: things ſafe, before 
- cxpoleſt ſelt to: the bazards of 'the 
night, and.i upon we ag to- lecure - 
SE ng (uy. baſh rages . - O precious 
ſouls ! lye not down. as ps ſwine, who, 
when they have filled their bellies, ger to "- 
yes and kennels. , 

Secondly, carry on all thatwork daily which 
hath: a more ſpecial reſpeFto your own. ſelves, 
r nar een iy ng, comforting, 

mgy: ings ving 0 your precious 
fouls. . Next, tothe glory:of God, yea in: pur- 
{uance of it} thy own Salvation 1 is thy- chief 
concern. ; ('Whet will ut profit \a anen to; gain the 
whole World, avi Pye bis; own. Soul ? \'us' what 

far bis Souk? What 

is eſe, if Soul be wry wer what is dome, 
if, aſter ll, the Soul be, wndone f To look'af- 
ter others Souls, and negleftrthy (own; and to 
ceayela mr elic, arid: leave deſtruftion on | 
like ro/ hers: that: ſavedi ber- 
y burteſt her child ro./perifh 
mthe. flames: -Salvationis your chicfeſt work, 
committed ro your - care, and: tobe ' accounted: 
for in the. day'of Chriſto 1Philc 2. 124) Work! 
out your own Sadvation with". fear' and ncings 
And*tis great work alſo, many: thi 
attended too; and ſeveral thing di ks, if 
ever:fouls be faved. 

Fuſt, Yow muſt carry on .heart-work eve y 
day, and that's great : work - they. that arc ac- 
quainted with: their own L peageey kaow there 

- # » 


et 


— --_ emanate 
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for ; the chief room he dwells. ig his wares 
hduſe, where he lajes'up his goods 31 his work- 
hqule; where be - cuts out, | and, prepares: his 
work, :Prow.-16, 1 A great part of Salvation: 
wwark 1s in ther lecret chambers. of :whe 
heart -1:The heartis the/robr and ſpri mY 
wheticeall acc duties: flowz Ephey. 66, 
deing-the willof God from the beare; (and to. by 
c{pecially looked after. A Cheiltian fiids a great 
deal 'sf work NY nt Ir. 46 day 
[here'is Ti L0 
awe: ſearching wank, Pſak. 8.4 6. \The hean 
of- nan; is deep, andndt caflyſathod'd 4 "Us4 
lang juingaped Dadetbek. nd” ofthe heanj 
which no : man: ever! yet reachetd! in: this biſe:; 
rr ren aait yer! bath a-Botrom : | The 
W, A coords yh and-yertathath becacompaſſed; 
butwho-hath.cver travelled through his : own 
__ 6 077 0ST and f&y, Hithens 
foltabom marry rs ya ry 
4 p- prevng perately: wiched;, 
whotbtthyomt it + Fer. 37: 9. As ns tits 
ſuch cheater to deal with as his; own fieart;/it 
hath ſuch Camrleon' colours, Meargder windings 3 
ſuch labyriath turnings, ſubtle ſhifts;] falſe pre» 
teaces, «loſe defigns , fair promites: , "_ 
- CKCUiIces, 


ed OE eo diet nan tne oa me. 1 cooks os eo cr. 
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” - mercies, afflictio 
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wonderful. uſg to clear yp; yaur. Gncerity; 
veof erve hen #= 

all excuſes, Pile opes, fi 

and make it mare abom when. it, appears, 

with, jts moſt taki - <RLaKNg 2 7-1 


I ky 11-31, and this wouldeyidenee your.in, 
rexeſt in pardon, and freedom from wo CON-. 


Heart- bumbling Pry 0 the, 
lodges, yea lived and incorpoſs 
lirtle piece the wy of man * | how v 
is it,-and , paſt, finding. out / like, ke Teh. in 
lump, and poylon in the cup, ,whi 


ſcparated by,;a ce _— cn ; 


the bones, that ay ak re 


n, Zach, #7; 75ci, 35 deeply, 


40x of, graces; —_— yr 
and-proud of mengies; . pr 
praud of ft | 3, proud 
| under his frowns. - . Ov 

e is pride, that. feeds. upon 
= Lord .gives to. cure it, and. 
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frotti the remedy -to 'nourifh, the diſcafſe | like 
Ko vw: wourd'; when God would have-heal- 
1 one; avother' appeared : And this helps to 
' -miake « Chriſtian's work-great ,work . indagd, 
Which is never Yonetilhigday be done, and his 
Tabernaclepulleddown. '. 
Heart- pretging work: The heart of man na- 
turally is a very fink and kennel.of uncleannefs 
2 fountain'of pollution ; a runffing Iſſue filll of 
fthinefs of fleſhvand ſpivir; 4der, 18: 1 -, Onr of 
the heart-procted evil thoughts, murders, adulte- 
vies, fornigutions, thefts; fallemimeſublaſphemcs; 
theſe tr rhe'things thu defile the wan. *Tis not 
accidental: and adventitious filthineſs , for 'that 
may more eafily be waſht away, Fer. 6. 7..but 
"tis - innate [and-- comnatural,, and never cafes 
bubling forth, tillrhe fountam be cleanted, and 
the root be ehanged.” Sin m the heart is the rooc 
and ſpring of all the wickedneſs that. defiles the 
thoughts, 'words and aRions: | Chriſtians com- 
plain of their thoughts; they arc peſtered with 
vain, unclean, diſtrating thoughts in duty, and 
out of ' datyz whereas rhe. diltemper lies in the 
heart: Thoughts' are bur the cbullitions © and 
\warmings'of the heart : He that will cure his 
thoughts, mult firſt cleanſe his heart, 7er.4. 1.4. 
The heart is the neſt where theſe Waſps fly our 
and crrouble the foul 3-the root that feeds 'thete 
Toxuriant "branches, briars” and thorrs . that 
wound the roriſcience; and. the trong four of 
Ii#, where theſe. Zebrſuei bide themielves, an. 
i/Tae out to-preyuporr the gracious tout > Tull 
the neſts be poried,7 her Ax [did to the ! ty g! (el 
therree, and this ftrong Tower attaci*d;, ant 
A) ; tick 
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theſc blind and lame removed, fouls, vill 
pear norae ator je OT 
yer rye mage 
ALES, 


Ment in —_ or 
drain and cleanſe! aw deart, dy ound ” 


pentance and faith [the promiles, gcath 
blood of hriſt.. 


| work, The: heart is the 
Prizes mobile, the great' wheel i@:the Wanth 
thatſers all a;goingz if that: Nop,. ell _ſacukis 
areRill; Ah wakes. a. hand 
'tq rid” away foubwork, and -a:-ftygble foot þ 
to m the waies of: Gods Command ;' when ihe 
heart is quickened, then-every duty, inward, 
outward, Tublick, private goes 9R3 Juch-a op! 
inceds.no pur ro quicken it, nor pully-to. dray 
it t0its duties. --O what a burdes'are' ſome, ty 
thei: \Chriftian friends, to them vp, ad 
draw them on im the:way of Go ad all beca 
'Hieir\hearts are dead, and that livelioels- 
'onceſcem'd to' be in them ' is 'deparicd:! The 
Apring that at-firſt- made them} ip, ;aftive , þ 
weakened or broken; the watersthat i{ct 
Mills a going-fail, and that temporary love, 
common grace, like ftanding pools having © 
fountain to maintain them, are-dried upb _ 
-tuming lufts, and ſcorching 'temptations 3 v_ 
now n wither inall their- branches, and 
come weak. cold, and indifpoſed; to every ah 
of God and their fouls.. Someof: theſe cog 
rous ſymptoms: of decayed grafce, are 
!alſd iv ſincere ſouls, -for not Idoking &#fter their 
mA and! keeping : them: clole ef 
quicke 
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ehing Jos, by by 6 vol ach inthe promi” 
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on hh <raoryer ghar, a my vſe of all 
x rr at - as hear- 
ing, reading, arr By my ge - ence, and 


Heart-traching endenlight wark. A. light 
head, and a dark heart may ſ together; and 
pray rterprenpth eaatitey of too many _ 

Goſpel eye to look 
intothemyſery W EG ye lieving It &- 
onate of excellent tage, is nor. calily 
ſound ; even Chriſt is rea veil is on 
mers minds; and their fooliſh heart ; is Garhened : 
And this is one .rcalan ſouls walk not 


x qe avon 


Sun of 
ark te. nope $6 119-36, 
thy Law : Let my heart. lean 
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Heart keeping and heart-watching work, - 'The 
Heart is CE perk fiding » if ic be not kept 
and held faſt to the Lord and his waies; *ris ſtill 
turning afide, and winding off from its proper 
duty. The Lord complains of Hſrael, P/al.78.8. 
They did not ſet their heart mh, their ſpiny 
"was not ſtedfſaft with God + They did not pre- 
parc, adapt, diſpoſe their heart toGod z; neither 
was it conſtant and ſtedfaft with trim, but on eve- 
ry occaſion did ſtart aſide : So falſe a thing is 
man's heart, if not under a watchful eye, and 
ftrong hand, holding it faſt to God, Prov.4.2z, 
Krep thy beare with alt diligence” Keep it as un 
der lork and key, bolted againſt fin, and bound 
by cords of love to every duty: And whaty 
tard Province is this ! O the work that a child 
of Gad hath to keep his heart in order one m6 
ment ;z to keep down fin; to keep it from the 
power of corruption, and prevalency of temp- 
ration ; to keep up grace inthe heart - to. main- 
tain its defires after God, and things that are 
excellent :to preſerve its affetions to - things 
above: to hold the thoughts on God; and 
things eternal, that they ſtart not away: to 
continue its integfity : to perform its purpoſes: 
to. ſecure its frames, experiences and enjoy- 
ments ! And he that will thus keep his heart, 
muſt watch it conſt2ntly, never have his eye of 
from it, or ſuffer his jealouſie concerning it to 
ceaſe : He muſt be alwaics making it over to 
the Lord Jeſus for ſecurity ,-and. be till im- 
ploring help from Heaven, faithfully - following 
all the inflrutions he gives | towards: its fc» 
Cur 2: This is heart-work, and the fiſt ut 
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of this heavetly work that concerns your 
ſelves. + | 

Secondly, Fm —y carry on —_— 
work day, Col. 3. 5« Adortifie therefore 
Rar ewdets winch are a the earth : Ds 
tion, uncleanneſ>, indrdinate affection, evil concu- 
-piſcence, and covetoxſneſs which is Idelatry. The 
Apoſtle having. afſur'd the believing Coloſſiars 
ot. cheir future happineſs, doth thence infer 
their -duty and. ncceſſity. to preſs after utmoſt 
-bolineſs here, as the way to this blefſednels : 
[The fuſt part of which holineſs lies in this great 
work. of /mnortification.: , there is no grcater 
motive for Eclievers-putting off {in, than wcell- 
grounded bopes of intereſt in Chriſt and glory : 
1f Heaven be yours hereafter, holineſs muſt be 
yours now : "There is no place for fin in Heaven, 
nor unclean —__— enter there. Then haſtcn 
away fin now ;, that's his Argument : (Mortific 
your members :' Y Get your ſelves rid of (in: 
-put to death ,, weaken and deſtroy the whole 
body of fin, with all the parts and iſſues of it: 
.the head and ruling power of fin had its mor- 
tal wound before : verſ. 3. Te are dead: habi- 
tually dead to fin, the world, ard ſelf : they 
have-got their deaths- wound, the ſtab is at the 
heart, and can never be healed more: but they 
| -are not 'aftually dead, more blood muſt :un , 
and ſpirits. be ſpent," and this monſter be weak- 
ned every Gday'>: Peaftical- mortification is want- 
ing, and guſt /be! promoted: daily. This ſprri- 
tnabetth ro far(a)- (faith Davenant) is not as 


lp aralis eſt" pirra 'frivatio nec admittis in ſub- 
Jots Uiqui it ſed wor!ijicatio_ſpiritualis won «ft 


purs 


o#* ER / 


= 
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ura. privatio,. nam dum. cor hoc wortale geſtanus 134 
[66 a we gn hen comme be quod ppugnendin 
magis magiſq; mortificandum ej. Daven, 


the natural death ;, "for thads, 4 
and admits of nothing in uhe: Cer knary 
moriific ation 1: ue 


wary tot". But ſpiritual moreefic 
purely rooneel, but while we tvoe there's 
thing left tharss of wry fry owt ro 

which omnſt be daily o Sinin 
Believers is driven = the royal fore ob-uhe 
heart upon Chriſt's cntrane6 imo it,but 
the ſuburbs and _—_— of rhe foul; frm 
whence it' muſt- be gradually expell'd- alfo by 
the mortifying influence of y lx on like the 


Cinaamtes which were xemov'd from the 
Mountains, but could not be driven out 
of the Valleys, that 1/rael "might them be 
prov'd, and taught to war, Fadp. 1: 19. ch.9.148. 
So the Lord Chriſt doth not preſently. de- 
roy corruptions from the people, that by them 
=y 


their fincority'may be proved, their graces 
ercifed, andthe mighty power of his ſpirit md- 
ni'eſted”: This makes a Chriſtian's work 'bulie, 
and conftant, having to do with 'potent eneniies 
within and without, Eph. 6..44 which wyſt be 
fought every day; and a continual war main- 
rained with chem'duringtiſe: without 6ghtiog; 
no conquering without ftriving, no' cr 

2 Tim. 2.5." Tis with « child ef God, : as with 
Ijrce! when fighting with tmndleck, if the hands 
of Faith and iPmyerte not] held up, no- con- 


queſt; -whtn theſe aro. down, _ i 
wb | 


prevails.  O,the lofles chat: 
for want of mortification, by« 
# their 


* 


1 


_ 


bor utero al vp, and take - thei 
Heuer Lis (by) Gi Dian) 
JVENANT 

juey; os rho peed yn ry a 
ug if Ps COrYTHIRNIOR 

he oe ig oft ertous 9atne and fe ere 
tes of 'the Spit a8 them being, atwpit ſtrangled, 


men retrns ts hut: farmer temper, | Henge come 


thole | dreadfpl-ſears : of good, fouls , that zhe 
grace of- God wisriever in truth in them, but 
that they afr ſilly 8 carol Rare, and (hail 
-pgFiſh ag laſt, jc yon þ for:want; of carrying 
Mm es work of maortification: in, them : As 3 
dively' Faith' querromes {in , {o-, grevaihing luſt 


| 7nd x: & Top, HA Epby 4 2+ 30+ withe 


Rtands t the- Spirit; and-over- 
fhrozs chemwgrk of the, Soul's hopes, filling i; 
4ith fears abpur-the ynſoundnchs. of his eſtate, 
gen) «wer all his-profeſov, ex- 
Peience. aid Jabor.. By 1bis- ladder of un- 
mortified (ing: the Devil cole tbe royal fort .of 
Feith, throws down us Towers; and mans it 
agrioft the Squl's . ppece, comfort-and holincls. 
the miſchiefthyt;Chriftians do to themſelves 
'by indulging: Gn, and for want: of a vigorous 
purge} of ' this: greas duty of, mortification ! 
'wiych makes thew- likg -to . {/rael, who being 
anre- upon the:horders. of Canaan, were by 
their pobelicf, :gnd; unſubdyet} Jyfs, brought 
es parihe copbats of: Fe5ph 8pNandabers 
(b)Si 1 | Tanda ation cations, uti: 
| "t ; renin. c {+ pt Hops abſi: "ſq 
a2 rene ſpbricas Jan. 98 ban py 
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wearying uneonſtant he {were eonſum'd'« 
the wilgernefs ar” laſt-+ So Yris- with foci 
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Souls, by their'unmortified Tufts; "after 
cefſes to grace, 'tzſtes df 'divine love, hopty" 
lory, and fairneſs for Heaven, they are 
$.ck to the of Hell apain,, and made-th 
ſpend their life- in an-uncomforrable and fouk 
cftreſſing wilderneſs. Chriſtians, tis not ſerys 
rity enough'for your peace” add ſpiritual” we 
fare, that ſin hath: loft its dommion ,” unleſs'is 


Arength and life be impaired atſo:: dethroned 


fin may did you many « battel and give you 
tore foils, andthough it my - not! recover the 
Scepter, yet it-may -keep the'Sword';,. and whith 
it cannot mountthe Throne,* may get into ſome 
ſtrong hold, and put the ſoul/ © much trouble 
e're it-be beaten out again. -» Neither: is it {a 


ro acquieſce' in ſome -t \\rruce 'with 


thy corruptions'; bloody :overthrows have 
been oft imes the events of a ceſſation of wat 
for a feaſon+ Joab blew the Trampet, and all the 
people ſtood Fill, * and purſued after Iſrael no mor, 
neither fought they any more, (i. & for that time.) 
2 Sam, 2. 29, "And yer*tis faid, ob. 3. 1. Now 
there was long war betwetbn the houſe of Saul and 
the houſe of David ; bat thebouſe of David Wax. 
ed ffronger and ſtronger ', and the 'houſt of Savl 
waxed weaker and weaker :'''Sin may ſeem'to 

icld, and troublethy ſoul no:more' for a time, 
ha carry it quietly with the&7, as Fob did to 
Abner, and"oni a ſudden faite thee to rhe 
ground, though nat to death, 2 Saw. 3. 27.Nor 


is it enough that fin be in ebains,-and under: re- | 


ſtraint through the preſent irength of over- 
4 coming 


* 
of 


hs 
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pnleſs.it. be hang'd, up in chains! as 

ect cad 1 4 - Secured,chyſk may break 
under;thy; hand ( as Bex- 

Rn bob) 9 thy, greater tort 
L Kings 2042-1; What miſchict; have chained 
Bears and Lions dops when. broke looſe ? Be- 
ligyer,: thy- conditipn is:.g0t Gafe-till thy fin be 
dead :. what Saxlfaid ro 7onathan, i Sum. 20.31. 
may be applied to thy caſe: : As long as the. Sow 


of , Jeſt lrueth- upon the ground: thok ſlialt notbe 
eftabliſhed, mor phy, Kingdom Wherefore —_—_ 
and fetcb 2egu/p. we, for be ſhall. ſurely dye - 

cantby bp þ pow op nnd iD. grace, abs 


alwa wns., and ,bave wars 
gs ot: till ys Rngeegs be 
Woe: 


ame 


par far'y t 
Sol. If v ever thovmeweld to the death 
TU = | 

ctw ro Ge Ws 


Lge 133-14. Adnke Teabnrad 
mooſe the fleſh, rofulfil rhe-wv$d foe. 

: the word ſignifies a provident gy 
0 


'E. 


plain-of their corruptions, and yet all t | 
feed and ſtrengtfies then There are {eve 
enings that do- contribute maintenance toi 
£ 3) We > rs £ 2 
bel Dh Sactumnct vw eg 
6ns, do-worderfully pleaſe a' carnzl heert, 
ſit up. defires' to furure ' fins” As'the 'remen 
brance. of former” tnefreies'is'-food to preltf 
faithy Pal. 5a. 141 Thin WaksP the hired of ti 
ixmathun in piecty, 4wd patiff nine be mea 
the people inhabiting the wilderneſs. Ifrarl's 
liverance out of Egypt, and the breaking of 
740k's-power, ſeriouſly thanght” on,” was fold 
t0:/frecl's faith ' in the wilderneſs : Ad" heh 
are. delightful! "remembranices of fortger This: 
When. a- petſon-takes -plenf\ite+16 think" hd: 
talk of his former evits'4 this "doth fed "ohe- 
ſentdefires $of fin." * When "Panwobld 
bulp. on the\ \reedoar fro the fetvice | 


of an, he lahdurved get thete" preſent | thoughts 
of: foriner ies. ne? ap vir bars "yr 

fruit had ye then in thoſe things whe#tf" ye iftrhow 
aſhamed ? for the end of theſe things ts _ 
WE b N : y%.; 


moron pO SPSEDS| 


, , 
ig of preſent or "farave' fins3, ''F* wo 
frengehwigche hubit-of fine TRE Lovd' e 
1j: acl's\ (mfol *Adtions, 'as the prodbiex of heir 
wicked thoughts. |. 7/a.” 65. 2. Whit welketh # 
a way that Wai net food, after they TW 
; in 
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rag by wit pars = ends- in the 
| working ts of 4m, and then 
tai works of fm © : The Devil doth uſually 
file "the firſt fire on on the tinder of amcns 
', which" frerwards butns in their 
hinrts and fves, | Fav. 1. 15. Whin luft hath con- 
; #« ingeth forth ſm, ard ſit when it is 
Smiſud;  bringeth forth death. They that would 
avoid the birth ol ſn 'm their lives, muſt rake 
hecetfof the conception of ſin nm their plealing 
thoughts. They that would help: on 3:bylon's 
vine, muſt prevent its propagation, and put « 
timely check to-their growth ; daſhing theic 
litrle ones againſt itheftone, fal. 137. 9g. Leave 
Uhr 
faich 


8 thatbelongs to Babylon in thy 
BG WIG 
x 9 
Butt thow ſus 


&licf Rrengthens'luſt, 7ey. 2. 25. 
there-is no hope , wo,” for 1 bawe 
Vovid frangers, ond after them I'will gogpx\1 De- 
om off (/e#l.?) cor. My beart defpaits of 
telpy Fear it will "never be better, ; therefore 
I'will go'on in my way. Unbelief ſtrengrhens 
loſt, arid makes rhe foul aprey to"it, "Twas by 
vnibelief 1ſ-4e-ell in the wilderneſs, both into 
im andrume. * And the Apoſtle Cautions Chri- 
Rikns thatthey fall not by che fame example of 
belief, Heb. 4*- 11, Twas unbelicving de- 
fears had almoſt turne&' vp Diw4's 
heels, ' had not grace luccoured him” by the 
Word, Pfat. 53.2, Buras for me, my, fett.were 
t- gone, my fteps had well-nigh ſlipr. And 
e came this weaknels , of grace, and 
of corruption? Why, it was from the 
- Or e— 
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beart in vain, and waſhe wy bands an rn 
If this be the fruit of my holineſs, then 
labour is in vain 4 *tis to no. purpoſe I Way | 
lowed God all this while; if wickedneſs ſhall caq, 
ry it at laſt.. O take heed of unbelief if | 


would get Cowp your luſts. : 
Fourthly "Pr cſymprion ſecret jo conye 
relief to fin, = ſuceoury it againſt a ll che: 


of oa; Ws Spirit, pF: 3:10 Tap 40K, 
ave they, [clf-mill A. p ptuous pul þ 
CcIf- v 47 y o ſoul , one that,/,pertinacioully .x 
wilfully ſeeks bis own COntentments,, 
ezoxos ar-cvoray, (as the word ithports/. he 
boldly adventure on.the moſt dangerous 
of ſin, ſo be may but gratific his .luſts, and, 
tain his ſinful deſires ; he fears no dangers,ftich 
at no bard(hips,. though God and his Word. 
agdinlt him ;..it makes the, Goner 80.4 to 
warnings, threatnings, counſels 
ſucces. - Numb. 14. 44. But gm" rogy 
ro the hill top, . verſe q2.., The Lord fork 
m to g0., threatning his. remove. bom them, 
and their ruine, if they. durſt 80 up apt hy 
will. . Nay, it was ſaid, T he Ark, of the, 
nent of the Lord; and Maj 5 ppeatt not one, of -# 
Camp; would not fiir one or with them- 
that wicked enterprize, yet they would go, @ | 
take heed of Preſymption, that does gs excenting 


ly keep up fin, and pull down the ſinner 
rity, Carnal ſecurity .is a. great friend 
ſm, and contributes much to'its eranoge-whes 
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Chriſtians let down their Watch, and lye down 
to ſlumber, then Corruptions riſe up and pre- 
oY yails overithem- When the Amaleksres © were 
2 ſpread abroad upon all the: Earth, eating, and 

*Finking, and dancing, becauſe of all the great 
« ag that they had taken out of the Land of 
e Philiftines, 1 Sam, 30» 16, 17, David fell 
* upon them, and ſmotethem - from the twilight, 
even to the evening of the next.day; and there 
eſcaped not a man of them ſave four-hundred 
young 'men which rode npon Camels and fled. 
So *tis with gracious Souls after ſome great mer- 
cy, cither ſome ſpecial priviledge cnjoy'd, fome 
ſpoils upon their Luſts obtained, or token of 
God's Favour receiged,, they become ſecure, 
- proud and careleſs, letting down. their Watch, 
expoſing themſelves to temptations, and ſoon 
become a: Prey to Sin and Satari. Jer. 48: 11. 
Moab hath been at eaſe from his youth, and he bath 
fettled on his Lees, and bath not been emptied from 
Veſſel to Veſſtl, neither hath he gone into Captivity, 
therefore his taſte rematneth in him, and bis ſcent «4 
wor changed. If you would have a'change on 
your carnal ficarts, take beed of carnal ſecurity 
ih your hearts. | | 
Sixthly, Self.indulgerice helps to nouriſh Sin, 
ons are lovers'of their own ſelves; 
ſeek to pleaſe; indulge and gratifie the defires of 
carnal natural-ſelf; then Lalts thrive'in that Soul; 
He tbat feaſts his Body (ſaith Ephrem Syrw) and 
ſtarves his ſoul, is like him thar feaſts bis Slave; 
and ſtarves his Wife.'2 Tim. 3. 2. Self-love leads 
ts Bs ol FIpen ne . 
Q 


the laſt times. - O'the Troops of Sin that mircit 


under 


by, 
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' under the banner of ſelf-love, and are ſt #11 X 
by its condytt ; hence fſelf-denial is the firſt ſtew 
bo Chriſtianity, Mar. 16. 24. You cannever pre bY 
per in your falyation-attempts, or decay in your 
foul-ruigiog luſts,: till you learn to deny youp 
ſelves injevery part of it. Take hecd of a ſelhh 
irit, . if -you would be ſincere ſouls, and ſeerhe 
th af your luſts. ; 
- Seventhly, Opportunity favours ſin exceed. 
mgly, - and helps to keep its hopes alive, an 
gives. it occaſion for its enlargement, Oppor 
. tynity-1sthe Midwife of luſt, and helps &y yo 
ver it of its inward conceptions and pre 
deſires: *'Twas opportunity that blew the coal 
of - David's luſt into a flame, 2 Sam- 11. 2- and WY NC 
midwiy*d out Hezekiab's pride, 1ſa 39+ 2- Had 
it not been for opportunity, Lot might hays 
eſcaped the ſin of Inceſt, as well as the tufferi 
of Sodom, Gen. 19, 32. to 37. and Fudah' us 
Cleanneſs. with his Davughter-in-law Tame: 
*E was opportunity that expoſed Dinah to a "= 
and Pezer,to the temptation of denying his Lad 
and Maſter. Take heed of adventuring into the 
way of temptation, and going tothe borders of 
ſoul-danger ; ſhun the occations of evil; tum | 
alide out, of the way of ſnares, Prov- 1. 15 
Pepe 4s L4,. 15. Temptation feeds corrupti 
en{nares and entangles. the feet, and (as, tewel) 
keeps in the fire: of .luſt. You may as ſafel 
faſter the ſparks to come near to gun-powdeh 
as-QpPportugity tocorruption. Soi ol 
ighthly, Impenitency in fin ftrepgthens: th 
habit.of- fin. Zer. 8. 6., No.. man. FEpgnre biw. 
. by ( 
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one rarned to bis courſe, «3, the horſe ruſheth wo 
the Barrel. They run on furiouſly in fig, as tie 
Horſe doth. into- the Battel, who rung till fie 
ſwears (faith Theodoret.) - So they have no en@ 
or ſatiety of ſin; and (b) this impenitency in 
fin was the cauſe-/of all their pertinacy in fin. 
knpenitency hardensthe heart, and heaps up fin 
'6n fin unto the day of wrath, Ram. 2. g- Take 
heed then of all thoſe things that may in the 
leaſt maintain and keep up fin in your Souls, as 
ever you thipk-to bring it down: That's the 

firſt Advice. 

Dire#. 2. Secondly, Not only ſhun what- 
ever might ſtrengthen ſin; but take heed yohu go 
not out in your own ſtrength agaialt fin, if ever 
you-think to mortifie it: He that wonld mor- 
tifie ſin, muſt be able to maſter Devils,” Epbeſ. 6: 
v.12. But humane ſtrength is no match for 
Devils: If man in his pure eſtate were too 
weak for ſuch at Adverſary, then much more 
imporeft is impure and impertect man : *Tis not 
the Woman; but the Momans ſeed muſt brxiſe the 
Serpents bead, Gen. 3. 15. The Saints vitoty is 
through bim that hath loved them, and given birt 
felf 4 Sacrifice toGod for them, Rom. 16. 20. Rows. 
8. 37. Epbeſ. 5. 2. It muſt be his Armonr hf 
Arm too muſt bring ſalyation from ſpiritual Ene- 
mies : Withoat me you can do nothing, John. 15. 5. 
'Tis this makes Souls to fail in their reap 


againſt ſin, that'they ſer about it in 4 ſtrengt 
infetiour toſin. When Azzuſtine after all his 
ſtrivings, vowy ard duties ro bring down his 


corruptions,. found'thern ſtill tob hard for hit? 


he 


(5) Takis coghtatip conſe fwir prrv Matic , Iden- 
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ke heard a Voicefaying to him, (c)/ Thou Tnds 

in thy ſelf, and therefore thoudoſt not ftand : 
upon he . betook . himſelf: to Prayer, and Fal 
in the Blood of Chriſt, and fo got ſome 
tory over them. When the. Exocciſts, :At.1g, 
v- 15,16. went. to caſt out Devils by the = 
Name of Chriſt, without the Power of Chriſ 
both they and their attempts ſoon miſcarsie 
Teſus Ihnow, and Paul 7 know, but who are ye 
and the man, in whom the evil Spirit was y leq 


0n them, and overcame them,. and prevailed ow 


them, fo that they fled out of the houſe naked, 
wounded. Cretture ſtrength is too weak tome 
ſer that Enemy which hath the power of Helly 
guard it. - O go not out againſt fin 

In the ſtrength of your purpoſes and promiſe 
Peter to: his own coſt, found that too weak-ty 
fecure him in an hour of temptation. 

Go not out in the ſtrength of your frames 32d 
affeftions: Howeafily can Satan beat the Sainis 
from theſe: Poſts, and caſt in a Flood rodroms! 
their warmeſt- affetions! The Galatians tht 
were high in frames and affections, and could? 
talk of a bleſſedneſs, while ſpiritual, ſoon felta 
alteration when they became carnal, Gal. 4- I 


chap- 3- 3+ 


Go not out in the ſtrength of your duticF 


and Performances. theſe are roo weak without 


Faith and the Armof Chriſt to charm - theſe Ser-/ | 
pents, and diſarm ſpiritual Adyerſaries. o 


- Go. not out in the ſtrength of . your -Gracesz 
theſe are not Chriſt, nor. have an. Almightineſs 
inthem to bring down Sin and Satan: » Tis not 
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t ACE IN Believers, bur' grace in, Chriſt, that is 
t Eitcient to guard the Soul from Satan's buftet- 
*Y ings, and to reſcue it from his Temptations, 
2 Cor.'12. g- + - 

Dire8&.. 3. Thirdly, Get the Union between 
thy heartandſin broken :. The life of ſip lies in 
that Union it hath with the heart; if that be 
broken, ſin dies; as a man then ceaſeth to live, 
when the Union between the Soul and Body is 
diſſolved :. Sin hath too great a part. even in a 

Believer*s Heart, which moves for ſome reſpet 

and indulgence towards it: When the enlight- 

ned mind [ays, Crucihe it, the carnal affettions 
cry, Spare'it, 5 it nota little one? And the 
heart (like the City of Tcomum about Paul and 

Barnabas is'divided. AFR. 14.4. And the Mul- 

titude of the City was divided, and part beld with 

the Jews, and part with the | Apoſtles. $0. "tis 
with the gracious Soul; Sin hath roo great. a.po. 
tency in the carnal mind, which muſt be brokea, 
_ or Sin will never die: Get the Spirit's intereſt 
in thy beart ſtrengthened, and fins party weak» 
_ ened every day- | 
z- There are leyen things that have a great ten- 
:dency to weaken the Hearts Union with ſin, and 
SW withdraw its affeftions from it, 
+ Firſt; An abiding ſenſe of the great Love of 
Chriſt towards it; that he ſhould pity himy 
-when pitied of none, left of all; love him, when 
Fwallowing in bis Blood, and altogether unlove- 
ly in hi z love .him,- while an Enemy.to 
God, yea tb his own ſoul; love hitn ſq as to 
give himſelf for himz to leave his Father's Glo- 
Ty, _and take up ſhame, yea taſte of death for 
| Qz him, 
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him, love him, and paſs by others; call hi hig, 
2nd leave others : the ſerious conlideration' 
this-hath a great conſtraint on the gr 
heart to hate fin, which Chriſt ſo hates, 
fove to the ſoul came to deſtroy. 
Secondly; A due, apprehenfion of the wm 
conceivable ſifferings of the Lord Jefus, an 
all procur'd by ſin: He was deſpiſed' and'is 
jefted of min, @ man of ſor og and acquaint 
with milan, he bore our griefs and carried on 
he was wounded for . on tranſyreſſing, 
and. *d: braiſed for our iniquites , be was oppr 
and: affiifted, and (that which gave an e& 
mity to all theſe ſorrows) #t pleafed the Lord 
brmiſe him, to put him to grief,, and to make i 
fond an offering fir ſi: ; This made the blows th 
heavier, that they :came from a Father's 
Had' nemy done 'it, it might have been col 
berw (Avoogh| his torments were unimaginable) 
_ mine equal, mine ' acquaintance, my familia 
friend, ſal. x $512, 13. My Ged, my Gad, 
beſt thow forſaken me? Mat. 2:7. 46. andall 
the fruit of fin : This makes a or ſoul'ts 
bate fin, that hath been ſo cruel to his beſt ad 


Thirdly ; A beheving of the excelleny 
andholinds; of Chrift, hath a mighty powet'a 
dra off the heart from fin: when the Pro 

poor had got a view. of the Lord in hishol iy 
[oath Weeny unlovely 2nd troubleſ 


Hughes of 'Tſa. 6. 'v: I. to '7. Wo 5s me, 
er ' becauft I am 4 man of undltal 
Uo PEELTE; 2 ppt of u% 


bps; for mine eyes have gy 5 
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4 of Hoſts : A ſight of Chriſt's holineſs will 
' of Ht * ”w—_ exceeding vile and loathſome, 
> and the ſoul reſtleſs till delivered from jt; *Tis 
unacquaintedneſs with the holineſs and beauti- 
ful pcrfeftions of Chriſt, that makes men: fall in 
love with that deformed 'monfter, ſin: thi tran- 
ſcendent glory. of Chrift is hisgracez and the 
glory of the Saiats is to be like him, Fob. 1. 14. 
which is obtained through the _ immediate 
viewsof him. 1 ob. 3, 2. When he appears, we 
ſhall be like bim; for we ſhall ſee him as be s., 
The hope of which ſight, and glory, is ſoul- 
-purifying now: ver. 3. And every man that bath 
. this bope purifieth himſelf, as he is pure: No 
ſooner had the Apoſtles a ſight of Chriſt's glo- 
rious grace, but the next thing was 4 receiving 
from bis fulneſs grace for grace, Joh. 1, 14. 16. 
Fourthly ;, A. ſenſible ſight of the exceeding 
Gofulneſs and evil of fin will help to looſen this 
conjunction between the heact and ſin: when 
once Paul came to ſee the exceeding finfulneſs 
of ſin, . and felt the killing fruits - of- it. in. his 
ſoul, his heart preſently came to be looſened 
from the, ruling power of. it. Rem. 7. 11. 13+ 
That which ] ds, 1 allow not \ what I wonld, that 
do. T not ;, bus what ] hate, that doT. The, {tnſe 
of the ſhaineful_ fruits of fin was influeatial on 
Aa believing Romans towards their. freedom © 
rom ſin, Rom.6, 21, 22, Chriſtians get your 
.cye more intently fix'd on.the curſed oe cd of 
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provght death on the Son of God, and deſtry: 
tion on the Sons of "Men, Bondage on the Cre# 
tures, a Curſe on every thing men do and enjoy 3 
Enmity againſt God, Alienation from God, 
robbing tim of his Glory, croſſing his Will, 
porting is Works, grieving his- Spirit , hit 

ering the Soul in Duty, depriving it of Mer- 
CY, ivg it to Judgment , -neceſlitating it. 
to Evil, weakening his Hopes, breaking "his 
Peace, ' oppoſing his Grace, and endangeri 
either the loſs or leſſening of his Glory ; with 
other innumerable 'miſchiefs, injuries , cruelty 
ahd miſeries that follow the Heels of it; with 
the great difficulty in its removal. 7 ſay ; be 
more in the heart-affefting _ conſideration of 
theſe things, and you cannot chooſe, -but with 
Paul, be weary of fin, loath it, and long fora 
ſeparation from it, Rom. 7. 24. 'How can ye 
love that Knife that hath ſtabb'd your deareſt 
Friend, Father, Husband ; yea your own Soul? 
How can you like that Cloud ' and Veil which 
ſtands between you and the Son of Righteouſ» 
neſs, and keeps theſe quickning warming Beam 
from you, which would have- cleared and 
ſtrengthned your heart ? How can you hug 
Fetters, kiſs the Walls and Doors that impriſon 
eloyed, and from the glorious Iiberty 0 

ns of God ? what, pleaſure can you take in 


that Thief which ſtole your richeſt Jewels, and 


= 


hath brought you toa Morſel of Bread ? 


- $ly, Apprehenfion of that high dignity and ho- 
orable ſtate to which grace hath advanc'd you, 
thoſe peculiar glorious priviledges* which you 

M wd 4 . are 


ico Souls in Bondage, and keep you from you F 
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arenow inveſted with, hath a mighty influence 
on a tracious heart towards the abhorring of ſin, 
1 eh. . 1, 2, 3. Oh how unſutable are works of 
darkneſs to the children of light! how unbecom- 
ing is vile rayment to them that dwell in Kings | 
Houſes: A Swine's ſnout to a Saint's Eye ; thick” 


* clay, and defiling dirt on the Hands, Face, and 


Heart of the Heirs of Glory, and Chitdren of the 
Kingdom :- what an unlovely fight is it to ſee 


. Kings wallow in the mire as Swine; and ſuch” 


who enjoy the priviledges of Angels, to do the 
work of Devils? Remember;thart thou art Son 
to a King, faid one to Antigonw, and that will 
keep thee from baſe courſes. O Chriſtians ! 
work in theſe thoughts upon the heart, and ſee 
whether there 'can be any room left for the 
works of the fleſh; vr affeftions thereof. 
Sixthly z Expectations of future Glory will 
help you to deſpiſe that: abominable thing, fin : 
Can you rationally look for a Throne with your. 
Beloved hereafter, and lodge in the Bofome of 
your Idols and: adulterous Lovers now ? How 
can you think that head ſhall wear a Crown of 
Glory with Chriſt, who is always plotting to 
Crowns of Thorns on Chriſt's head now ? 


'To reap life everlaſting then, who ſow to the 
\ fleſh now ? Do you hope for that time when 


you ſhall be uncloatt*d of fin? 'and can you 
make it your preſent work to put'on fin, ho!d 
faſt ſin? - how inconſiſtent are defires of ſin, with 
hopes of freedom? Chriſtians, dot't deceive 
your Souls, you cannot have ſure grounds of 

lowſhip with God hereafter, and allow the- 
leaſt Communion between -your hearts and fin 


ROW. Seventh- 
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_Seventhly, Maintained Union and Commagy 
on With Chriſt will break Heart-union and F 
lowſhjp with fin: As Heart-union with ſin wil 
not admit of Union and Communion with God 
Ho. 4- 17. Ephraim 5s joined to Idols, let biy 
aone: 1 will have no more to. do with himz 
I'll Ieave, and remove from him : -So Union and 
Communion with God in Chriſt, will not bear 
Union with fin. Hoſ.2. 2 The Lord would not fay 
Iſrael was his Wite, until her Whoredoms wer 
PE out of her ſight, and her Adulteries from 
tween her breaſts: and no ſooner did the return 
to a believing ſight of, and affe&tionate Unia 
with him, but ſhe preſently cries out, What baw 
T to do with Jdels any more? Hoſ. 14.3. Contr 
ries oppoſe and weaken eachother, Pſal. 97: 16 
Ye that love the Lord, hate evil. Matth. 6.24 
No man can ſerve two Maſters, either he will had 
the ont, and love the other, or elſe be will holds 
the one, and deſpiſe the other : ye cannot ſerve Gul 
and Mammen. Union with God is of an in, 
eorporating nature. 1 Cor. 6, 17. He that u | 
Joyned to the Lordis one ſpirit, and cannot ſubllt Y | 


L.A 4A woes reited So < D004 oC; 


without heart-ſeparation from ſin. 2 Cor. 6. 16, 
Cob will dwell in them, and walk in them; ———» 
wherefore come ont from among them, and be, yi 
[hn ſaith the Lord. Cleaving to Chriſt [ 
aith is the beſt way to the relinquiſhnient . of 
ſin. _ The ſoul that hath conſtant Fe Pun "_ 
Chriſt will not care for other Lovers, Plul. 3.b- 
That's the third. DireQtion : Get the Union. he- 
tween thy heart and fin broken. | 
- Direft. 4. Fourthly, if you. would wordea 
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fin, ſtrike at the root of it, and ot body of 
11s death deſtroyed. The life of the Tree i 

the root ; lop off all the Branches, yet if the 
root be ſound; the TreeTives, and the Branches 
will ſprout out again, 7ob 14. 7, 8, 9. But if 
once the root be cut off, the whole Tree dies 
and ceaſes from bringing forth Fruit. $So.'ris 
with ſin, if you ſet againſt this or that particu- 
lar corruption, and let the Body of Death alone, 
not uſing means to weaken that, you will make 
but little of all your endeavours ; when you have 
quieted one Luſt, another ariſes: ?TiFbut to lietle 
purpoſe to lade away Waters ont of a Ship, un- 
leſs-you ſtop the leak that feeds them; while 
there is Water in the Sea, it will be ſtill running 
in. They that_will cure adiſcaſe, muſt get the 
cauſe remoyed : Original fin is. the ſource and 
fountain of all aftual-ins; as that. is weakened, 
ſo will the irruption of aCtual fins be abated: 
The way to prevent the Inroads and ſtraglings of 
aGarriſon, is to. begirr the Fort, and not only 
aa them in, but icale and atrach the ſtrong 
hold that ſecures them. This «: the, wiſdom of 4 
Chriſtian (faith Mr. Burroughs) that when be 
fomes to labour - 4p ail ' corruption, be doth 
net ſpend his time T1 a. as this or that par 
ticular corruption , | but ſtrikes, an: the Body of 


corruption : =———— And hence 13 the. reaſon that 
Civilians in ſe. little time grow ſo much, and get- 


much power againſt their corruptions, whereas 
goes 4 Co before chey. ger any power at. 
f. *'Tis with a xt-r apes hag dg, a Gar- 
overgrown with Weeds; though -the tops 
often plucked off, wrtile the mores and yes 
ide 
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abide-under-ground, all they do to cleanſe it ig 
labour. in yain; they till foring up afreſh ly. 
is it with mens Corruptions, till the root be 
more withered and weakened. Now to further 
this work : p 

Firft, - Be deeply ſenſible of your ſinful ng: 
tures, as well | as ſinful ations: This the faiths 
fal complain moſHy of, even their ſinful naturey 
Iſa: 64. 6.” 'We aye all as an unclean thing, and og. 


Rigphteouſneſſes as filthy Rags. Pſal. 51. 5. Behold 


I was ſhapen in Tniquiity, and in Sin did my Mather 


conceive me. Rom. 7. 24.  O wgetched man 1 


Iam, who hat deliver me from the body of thy 


death. 

"Secondly, Apply the Death of Chriſt by faith 
to the whole Body of ſinin you. Faith fetches 
Virtue from a crucified Chriſt -to dry up the 
. Bloody Iſſue of fin, Luke 8. 44- chap. 6. 19. This 
being the appointed way of God to bring dowe 
ſin. The foundation of a Soul's redemption from 
imyis laid inthe Death of Chriſt. 1 Pet. 2. 24, 
Who bare our” ſins for us in his own Body on the Tree, 
that-we being dead to fin, might live to Ri breouf. 
#+ſs. This death to fin is the effet, of Chriſt's 
dying for ſin; this being: the end of hig death, 
to redeem his. people from All iniquity, Tix 2: 
v#14- Chriſt's death 'for ſin -was not only a 
pattern to Beljevers,but a medicine and appoittt- 


ed means to deſtroy their ſin: Rom. 6. 6. Know 


this, that our old man is crucified with bim;, th 


the" Body of fin might be dferoyeas, that benceforth. 


we ſhould not ſerve ſin. was by the Croſs of 


Chriſt that Pax! was crucified to the World, and 
the World to him, Gal. 6. 14. Carry over thy old. 
, may 
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Laſts by Faith in the Grave of Chri eriving' 
. Vertue thence to kill thy ſin. Faith brings the Soul 
into a fellowſhip with the Death of Chriſt, to 
receive the benefits and energy thereof; otie'of 
which benefits is a killing power on ſin. g: 

Thirdly, Improve Faith in the Promiſes. 
The death of fin in Believers, is part of the New 
Covenant, and as ſure as pardon.  Mexah. 7119: 
He will" turn again, be will have compaſſion, hd 
will ſubdue our Iniquities, and thou wilt caſt- all 
thesr ſins into the depth of the Sea, Mat. 1. 21. 
He ſhall fave his people from their ſins, Row.'6." 
ve. 14. Dent. 30. 6. which promiſes -are ſure 
all the ſeed: The-Lord Jeſus came on purpoſe 
to perform the: promiſes to, and in his peopltz 
Rom. 15, 8. To redeem ' them from all iniquity, 
Tits 2. 14, And to deſtroy the works of- 
Devil, 1 Joh. 3. 8. And Faith in theſe Promiſes 
15 Soul-cleanſing, and Sin-ſubduing : Carry over 
thy unruly corruptions to Chriſt in the Promiſes, 
and ſue for Juſtice upon them. 

Fourthly, Implore the conſtant help of the 
Spirit of Grace, both to diſcover, oppoſe and 
deſtroy thy corruptions : This work is too hard 
for Fleſh and Blood-; nothing ſhort of the Eter- 
nal Spirit can get afull conqueſt over ſin, and 
the power and wiles of Satan in thy Soul : 'Tis 
through the Spirit Believers come to mortifie the 
deeds of the m Rom.8. 13. And by the ſpirit 

Tudgmens b » the Lord purges away 

Blood of Jetuſalem, Iſa. 4. 4- 4nd by the Law 
of the Spirit. of Life, 'we are made free from thi 
Law of Sin and Death, Rom. 8. 2. Take heed/of 
oh!t4 grieving 


o 


grieving and impeding the Spirit of Holineſ; 

which Ris gracious, ndiffin nt 
fuſpended; and thou be left to the weaknelſſer 
of thy own Spirit. ,Be much in Prayer and fer- 
vent cries for the Spirit's daily aſſiſtance in tis 
great work. | 


— 


Fifthly, Give no place tothe leaſt motions - 


of ſin, but maintain a conſtant War againſt the 
whole powers and body of ſin: The want-of 
preventing care, timely oppolition,.and conitant 
Warfare againſt all the corruptions of fleſh and 
ſpirit, is one thing that lays gracious ſouls under 
the entanglements and prevalency of their luſts. 
Faames 4. 17. 1Theſ. 5.2. Rom."12.9. We embratt 
(faith one) the deſires of our temptations upon ims 
plicis faith , not examining and wichfanding the 
firſt entrance of temptation, ror cruſhing the 
motions of ſm. *Tis eaſie tocruſh the Serpenty 
Egge, but dangerous conflifting with it whey 
ithecomes a Cockatrice. A Rebellion may be 
with leſs ſtrength diſſipated ar its firſt appeat« 
ance,” than ſuppreſſed when it . hath gathered 
head, ſe. 14. 29. The Devil's firſt aſlavit (faith 
Chryſoſtome) is violent; reſift that, and hisſ& 
cond will be weaker, and that being reſiſted 
alfo, he proves a Coward. A Chriſtian's Wiſdom 
and Intereſt lies much in theſe two things 4 
Firſt, To take the ſtart. of fin, ro ſtrike ths 
beſt blow, to be in the-Field before it ; yea t# 
haracado up its way,, and to fall in upon ity 
quarters; to lay in Proviſion againſt its very 
riing; to fortific. the heart again{t the leaſt con- 
{qt to ſin, by applying Threatnings and Promiſes 
' betimes, and furniſhung .the heart with Sove- 
= rajgn 
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aign and Scriptural Antidotes againſt it: The 

| of this preventing once » deprives the 

Soul of needful helps againſt its fi , and ſo 

readers. it weak 2Zainſ its fixſt ts. Ariu 

at firſt (ſaith Hierom) was but a ſpark, but being 

not. ſuppreſt betimes, he proyed the incendiary 
of the whole Church. 

Secondly, To: proſecute the Soul's Viftory 
over {mn Sometimes the Lord gives his people 
power over a Luſt, by a ſanCtified affliftion,; or 
bleſſed ordinance, which Victory ; if purſued, 
might tend to the total ſubduing of it ; but uſu- 
ally we grow ſecure after ſuch ſucceſſes, and 
do not follow. the Viftory, but give over too 
ſoon, as Feaſh in his ſmiting on the Ground, 
2 Kings +3. 18, 19.. The Prophet hid him ſhoot 
the Arrows of the Lord's deliverance, and {mite 
upon the Ground ; and *tis faid, He {mate thrice 
ard ſtayed; and the man of God was wroth with 
hin, and: ſaid, Thou ſhould'ſk bave frutten five or 
fix times, then hadſt thou ſmitten Syria till thou 
badſt conſumed it. O what advantage might a 
Chriſtian get if he did but. follow his Victory 
over his corruptians, and. not ſuffer: them to re- 
cxuit, and gather ſtrength again ! Give no reſt 
to thy Luſts nor ſpace for wig no not for 
a moment, but keep up the Warfare every 


day. 

Cethl y, If you would further the death of 
Sin, keep-up the life of Grace: As the life of 
Sin weakens Grace fo the life of Grace keeps 
down and weakens fin. Gak 5, 16. Walk inthe 
Spirits -and you ſhall not fulfill the luſts of the fleſh. 
Abt op Orcs and Sin will down. - As m__ wr 
=; | 05jc 
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bouſe of David: waxed ſtronger, the bouſe of Sal } 1 
waxed weaker, 2 Sam. 3.1. *Tis written of d 


Syrus,” that though he was a'man' much 
given to' paſſion in his youth ; yet after he en- 
tered intoa ſtrict courſe of life, he was never 
ſeento be angry with any man, As you cannot | 
get power over fin, but by the Spirit of Grace 
lo you cannot keep the head over fin, but by 
the Life of Grace : Get your Graces ſtrengthen- ! 
ed, and you will fiad your Corruptions weak- 
ened. 

Thirdly, You muſt carry on Renovation in 
Grace, and the inward -work of SanCtification 
every day: Epheſ. 3. 23, 24. And be renewedin 
the ſpirit of your minds: And that ye pit ontht 
new man, which after God is ya) in Righteon-, 
neſs ond true holineſs (a). After the work of 
Mortification, the Apoſtle preſſes. Chriſtians to 
this work of Renoyation, or Internal Holineſs; - 
be renewed in the Spirit of your minds (5. e.) 
in your minds by the Holy Spirit; the mind 
being put for the whole man, and internal facul- 
ties of the Soul; both Underſtanding, Will, AF 
feftions and conſcience ; all muſt be renewed 
by the Spirit, called the New Creature, 2 Cor: 
5- 15. or Workmanſhip of Chriſt transformed 
after his own Tmage in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs; and renewed in knowledge, Eph. 4-2 
Col. 3. 10, When the Soul is truly regenerated, 
there is the ſtamp or exemplar of Chriſt's Holi- 
neſs, placed in the whole Soul in Truth; batin 
weak meaſures atfirſt, which, muſt be renewed 
(a) draricout 5 Id Teayis mays Te wIGNWTEOW 
vuey, Schol, 7” | | 
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-pricularged in the; Soph, ;till it comes29, the ful- 
-zeſs of the meaſvze! of the ſtatute ,of Ghriſt: 
Chriſtians at. the: firſt» change, are,compar'd to 
> upper Petii 2.2 my pr aFace,. but 
ok ra: -QiIPOIR1ON, ang } 0 ions . to 
gromthand pate: ap this Grace of God.bork 
-, antenſively and extenſively.: This is a Chriſtian's 
; duty by Divine. Command, and comparts with 
- the appointment of. God jn order t90/.3r, ;2/ Per, 3. 
' 9: 18- 1 Petv2-2. | Epheſ. 4+ 11,12, 13-.., Tis the 
way| by which Grace becomes Glory, .. and is 
« | - greatly neceſſary to perfect a'Soul's. holineſs - 
n | (Aaat| ſo, he. might; come to his full. ſtature-an 
# | - conformity: to Chriſt, Epbeſ. 4.16. Rom-B8,'29. 
+ | And by the increaſes,of Grace may, be enabled 
. | + todiſpatoh all his Duties, bear: his Baxdens, and 
f | - bear upunder his Temptations, that,he might be 
0 
' 
} 
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capable to enjoy all his Mercies, to. glorihe the 
God of: Grace; and tobe made meet for theen= 
-joyment of,/God in glosy ::Og all which accounts 
;it becomes the Chriſtian's great, concern to preſs 
: | after larger-meaſures-of : Grace every day-;, to 
\ w-uP . int him-in Faith and Love, bo is the 
{ $ - head inall things, Epbeſe,4-:15- To grow down- 
; | ward in -Humility: and: Self.denial ; to grow ex- 
| 1 tenſively'in every part of Holineſs, and greater 
« | enlargements in every Grace; to wax' ſtronger 
. | and ſtronger in the Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus : 
\ | ; Perſeting-balineſs in the ſight of God, and preſſing 
- | more and more the price of the High Calling 
1 | of 'God in Chriſt Feſus:. The want of which en» 
} | creales of the Spirit, much obſcure the glo- 
| ryof Chriſtin Believers, cloud their evidences, 
''| and render them too weak for their Corrup- 
4 R | tions, 
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Hons, cheip growing ; and duties; : 
ſtians, content-not'y & 5D» the Macs 
grace; Without daily 4 on, 
our” {inthe furreRion of Chr + by. 
lieying or” the daily quickening of 
hearts, and r of your aftections'to 
—_— "and attra a deſires and w 
fter God; Gooey and Glory. Be much in 
wer Yo8l-work, of Hleart-ſearching, Soul, -. 
cching, Divide Contemplation, ſecret Ejaculs-.: 
tions, and Soul. breathings after God, and highet- 
maniteftations of his -hght, life and love. -// 1. ;; 

'Be-conſtant in every-appointment ' of God, 
pers qblick/and private; ofprayer, reading, hearingy/ 

bly conferthee, that. you-may get nourſſhment; 
thereby -adminiſtred' t6-your: Souls : Gerjbndet- 

"he dews and ſhowres of Grace. far you | 
fruit ulnefs. 

itual as well as frequent in n exerciſſ ing, 

Grate winder the means'of Grace ; —_— 
you Eahnot ſerve God. atceptably, Heb. 122 
or receive from him who is the head nouriſh. 
ment to your Souls; -but by theſe; Bands -and 
J6yats of Faith and 'Love; ce. 2. 19. Formality; 
eats ont that ſap which ſhould make you green! 
and flouriſhing : A dead; cold heart Sn the - 
Word; canno Maroon: itto-nutriment, thay- 
adead Body can concert natural food. 

Maiptain hungring deſires after Genet of. 
Grace, and appointed means to your ſpiritual | 
growth. 1 Pet. 2. 3. Hungring after food argues 
a good digeſtion, anda ſoungl concottion furthers 
nouriſhment: Keep np warm affection-to every 
way of God,” living on Chuiſt for Wrm___ 
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lefling of thetn. Ki ng $4. 5- Bled ;s the 
- oſs Frengh ir whoſe. heart are 
ways of them; who paſſing am the Y; 
Bac, make it a Well :, the Rain alſo filleth th 
go from ſtrength to b, tvery "one 
a SidN appearing before God. Y choſhaphat's 
beare wen lifted, in the' ways of the Lord, 
tis faid he waxed great exceedingly, 2 Chron. 
17: 6, 12. | Heart-enlargement in the of 
Got is a notable help to ſout-thriyings : Take 
this one thing more; be poor in' ſpirit, if you 
would be rich in'grace: ' Such are under the 
promiſe of being fatisfied, of being guided in 
Dmere, of increaſing 'their Joy; ta ſuch he 
muy faith grace, and revivin Humble ſowls (4) 
on} are empty Veſſels, which God will fills 
loif Plants, wich God will makg to grow: To 
Jo mording inonr own eyes, is the way t6 recerve all 
things, even grace in abundance from Godz 
- pins 26. 02s 9. Iſa- 29. 19- Prov. 3- 34. 
$7 
"Fourthly-; To keep your evidences for Hea- 
yer'fair and legible, is another patt of your 
Gracionwork. this will abundantly comfort 
pode altyour tribulations, quicken you to 


h of won _ ve you 2 
bumble mb bod in , oe M. to God; 
Lats'of eath ; and admi- 


hroul bay you mm bond nome into the ever- 


| Kingdom of our Lord and' Sayiour Teſus 
oy Bewate of quenching arid grieving the 
Spirit of grace, by which it its ſeallng-work is 
! bndered: Take heed of laying btors upon your 
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evidences, - by any :allowed iniquity in you 
Heatts, nb Gee defilement, in your Hands, 


Rao will weaken. your.confidence 4n the; Lordy. 


0 with dejectian. and deſpopdency of 
rit, and give yaur Spiritual Adverlary, gr —_ 
yantage over-your Souls, 2 Pet. 1. 10. £099 4% 
60 1.12." 1 Cor. 1.5, 58. Heb.\194 22. Twas. 
3.264 2712. Pet LL 
FFP. uP. vp your ſincerity and truth-jin the inner; 
g tothe principle of youy 
"Actions, tbe CIQUs 3 to your ; endy 
beet /thing ule oh that they be pure, ſingly, 
6d, vtimately aiming at God, lis will and glory 
pg bm duty, aftion and undertaking. al 
If ,you would evidence the truth- of  G 
you muſtbe every day inthe exerciſe of Grags, 
d © conſciqnable- endeavours. to live®up 
noni, Duties, exerciſing, a Conſcience 5oid 
Offence towards Godand Man, npt reſting - 
any meaſures, of Grace, but going 0n-towarh 
perfection, and aiming at greater enlar gemed 
ip your Souls and Graces continually. 
irdly ; Carry onall theſe Natural, Monk 
and Religious ies that CONCern athers. This 
is the will of God, and part of your Sandi 


Poe A 5-16.; Let your light, ſhine before may, 


your good works Arif your Father which 
- 5s ones 1 Cor. 10. 32. Sr th 
War men, giving uo- offence to . 
Goſpel be baned Phi. I. oy y 9 be 
40s and without : offence to the hey of C 
Pet. 2. 12. Having your Converſation | 
ng thoſe you have to do with; | 
LY ll men, rendring to every man, 42 
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ing good toll,” as opportunity Tervethz Tit; 
&16. Pſa. 35.13. and>be kind to the juſt 4d 
wejoſt, ſeeking the ſalvation of ſiiners, mourfl 
ing over them, praying for themz' inſtructing of 
thems ſeeking by a humble; holy, $f. 
{Rionate carriage to" win'them' over tothe 
Lord Jeſus, who are not won by the Word; Luke 
19.41. Pſal. Fr. 13; 2 Per.';..1. Loving, pray- 
ing for;) doing good unto your greateſt Enemies: 
Vertues ſeparated (ſaith . Chryſoftom) are annihi- 
lated ;- Equity without Goodneſs, is ſeverity 
and' Juſtice without Piety; cruelty : *Tis better 
twdo good than to receive good. Twas ſaid 
of Mr." Hooker; That be was born for the gootlof 
wry; bar few born for the good of him: That you 
bve, delight in,” and do good ro all Saints; 'ns 
Saints,” that: carry the'Image of 'God on them: 
That you make Conſcience of your Relative Dus 
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vf God." Pſal.' 101- 2. Walking ' within your 
-own houſes with a perfect - heart; to be Chriſti- 
ans at; home 'as well as abroad; ſhewing the 
fame ſpitit, zeal and affeftionsto your Families 
as to others ; - doing your utmoſt to keep up 
"the ſervice of 'God-in .your houſes, both 'to- 
gether and aſunder, - morning and evening in 
prayer, and reading the word of God, A: 10: 
2.9. Foſh. 24. 18. Pſad. 25. 10. Matth. 6. 6: 
"Phat you -fairhfutty diſcharge thofe mutual du- 
"ties you owe to each other, as: Hugband, Wife; 
Parents, -Chi zServants, Eph. 5. 22. 
tothe end: of. chap. 6, To. be: meck, loving; 
-praceablein your words and” carriages towards 
e another giving thaxdue reſpect'as the place 
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ties both in'your own houſes,' and in the houſe 
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Zener | 
ener ea uf "hay 
in.your diſcourſes, 
the ſpiritual welfare, edification and ſalvation 
of each athers ſouls; asof your own, Dear, 111, 
19+ Prov. 22, 6. ch.'24. 13. Ol- 3; $54-06:9 
Sane 199 JARS which 
iſtian carriages in your houſes bringy 
on-the ways of God, rendrah 
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131. 14- You whom 
with a place and name within the | 
houſe, do ſtand obli ng rnd hw of |}. 
love, care -and fait! 0 ed 
ſodering one another to provoke to loves and yoad 
wks, Job.'1 5.12, Hell. 10. 24- 41d efteem vdch 
other better than your ſelves: To frek. one anothuii 
good as your own, ſerving each ether in love, Phil 
2-3- 1 Cor. 10-24-33. Gal- 5-13- To ſymp+ |} 
thize with each other in afflition, Col- 3-113; } 
agd to be helpful cothem in bearing their bur, 
dens, ſupplying their wants, comforting, cout 
ſelling, and ſipporting them io all their tribulys }/ | + 
_ Heb. 13. 3- yifiting the ſick and impriſay Y 

ed, feeding the hungry, cloathing the naked, |  ' 
warning the unruly, admoniſhing the offenders, } 
bearing .ane angthers infirmities, covering their } 
weakneſſes, - avoiding. whatever might offesd | ' 
and injure each others ſouls, ar Jeſlew-their ab } * 
fetions, or break. the unity of ſpirit and bond || © | 
of ye mnncenyperr AFP but -by.4 ſirect, hom- 


ble, ſelf-denying, od; 
the heart to cach other, praying for yarns ee Y.. 
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dooyoo: To be p- nw ys? 
nn your communion and converſes, 
the proſperity of San, . rejoycingin cach 
others graces and good, as in your own; doing 
' -allyou may towards their comfort a 
Fon, Mat. 25:42. Afty 20. 35- 2 Fob. 3 _ 
4 Rew'ty; 3+ and 16, 17;- Lev. 19. 10.' 2.Cor. 324 
20Gb 4 6 Phgl. 24 17, 18. Tit: 24 12.'2 Cor» 
1}- iy Is. 2. Gb.3« 9 AY £82 
ur CR a 
nity tobe juſt,. honeſt, and faehinl, _ 
you wonld be done unto, -not 
-*-another, dt GE trutly jn' _ = 
.Eainings, and performing your promiſes, though 
+to your. hurt, This is, a conhdexable part. of 
your heavenly Trade; and that wherein the cre- 
4-rap of Religion doth- eminently ly+3-the plea- 
os and glorifying = Ou ol y_ of m_ 
+ the propagation e e Peace 
' fAlvation of your own ſouls, -even.in-the faith- 
' - fuldiſcharge of theſe natural, moral, aud- celigi- 
ous duties yon owe unto others. 
+ This is the firſt part.of heayenly work; work. 
*/ of a heavenly nature as well as manner, both 
| - withireſpe& to God, our own ſouls, and 0+ 


———_ doth: part bel _ work 1s 
to earthly $ 10 an heay manner z 
©Though'the things of the World ate of a dit- 
| ferent nature rh ny ww yet when 
rightly managed, are ſobſervient to them, 
| = mes ro progres of this Heayealy 
0 Ng: Tp WY Gree ings Ars mend 
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:.411,/ Tv told ing #by lieaventy rules,” - 1» 
' iy. "To beiavenly ends.- © ny 

R PF Y AESO-UICY 1 cf 200." * warli 1-l , 

* - firſt; Ther is Earthly: Work part 'of:©your- 

Heavenſy Trade, when you tranſact it by Heas. 
venly*Rules; every Science? hath its Maxims 

* diſtin Governments' have*their diſtin Laws; 

So hath every Trade its Ruſes, Principles and-In- 

ſtruCtions*by which ieis carried on.'. rid 

Tradervhave their Rules and'Methods.by! which 

they manage their buſineſſes ,  as' may moſt, 

comport/ with-the end they: propoſe, - and the} 

adyance of their own Earthly Intereſts ; and {@ _ F, 

'tis witt»Heavenly Traders; though they: have: 

to do. with Earthly Thitigs,” yet they muſt at F 
about them by HeavenlyRles: ' - © 5 1 

Now there \ ate . (en Rlles which Heavenly Mer- 


chiuits muſt obſerve in tht 'manarement” of thei |} 
Earthly Aﬀoirs. > : s : — | 
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-. ' Raile. 1.0 Firſt;- Be ' ſure the” matter of:' your, I 
employments be good; thar your Callings be: ; 
lawfol; and the thing-yowdo be juſt -and:' ho- 
neſt in the ſight 'of God : Evil-things can never. 
be wetl done: meddle-/not- with prohibited 
Goods; do nothing: that ?gther” in"1es nature, 
dy Divine ———_— ws re } 
ib. 4-8. Eph. 4.'23./\:Let your Callings" be * 
(a) lawtul, Gr nr report;and uſeful in/7your 
Generation; not only for your own intereſt and 
Ta) Verferar "circa id qual chang of in fe ant peut | 
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advantage, . but-for the'. ſervice and good of 
others: For no man liveth to himſelf, Rom. 14. 7. 
Sucha Calling as hath God for its, Author (-»), 
- beipgaccording to Scripture; and hath. God for 
#5 Teacher (n) (1aith Fenner) Iſa. 28.26. And 
. #5 44ancan manage. with peace of conſcience, and 
| be afford his work, doth pleaſe God, and be can pray © 
| for ableſſing upoit,, which they cannot do who 
- ſet on/employments that tend to. nouriſh Vice 
and:Wickednels, Rem. 2 3, 14- ated 
| That. your Recreations alſo be lawful; [fuck 


3 a3 are free from ſcandaland temptation, uſed by, 


- and-with perſons fearipg God, ;and ſuch as have 


© F. 4 tendency. to refreſh. the mind and” bagy, the 


, 


by 


—better.diſpoſiog it to its necellary duties, - being 
' fparingand wiſely-uſed, ſo asto beno occaſion 
, Of eyil;to. others, and Religioully | entred'on by 
- ſeeking ro-God for a right management of it, 
. and bleſlingon it. Such Actions as come not yr 
-- der theſe CharaCters, ere not becoming Chri- 
- Rtians, who muſt give an account to Ged for eve- 
ry vain word, much more for idle ations, Mar. 
12,36. *Fis part of that: which, will trouble 
Souls when their ſinsare bearing oa. them 3; that 
they have inherited Lies, Vanities, and things 
wherein 1s mo profit, Jer. 16. 19. Saints ſhou 
- , be working nothing but” what hath. a good in 
It > , Working with bis hands the things that" axe 
good, Epbeſ.. 4+ 28., and which can bring , ſome 
glory toGod : Wharſpever you do. (of which Re- 
Opera Des placere non poſſunt þ vite [ut inflilutum 
43% OY Sta 6, Fat thar 
exlling cannot pleaſe God, "where the Callivig” it (elf is 
not of God, us & 144 ME. 
WW creations 


250 The Heavenly Trade 
creations is a part)” ds all 10 the glory of 'Gadz 
1Cor. 10.31. But what goodto the Body; Sout, 
or Eſtate; what Glory to God ; what to: 
Conſtience inthe day of. Chriſt, can be found in 
carnal Sports, ſcandalous Plaies,Cards, Dice,laſti. 
vious Dancings,and the like ; which arethe Of. 


ſpring of Chamberingand Waatonnefs, thingy 


wherein is little Praiſe, Virtue, or good report ; 
but rather the ſpots of Chriſt ianity, -and bane of 
iety, which tend to debauch the affetions, "to 
en the Conſcience, to nouriſh Wantonneſs, 
and feed a fleſhly carnal mind, the end of which 
is death,- Rom.'13. 13. Phil. 4. $© Fude v. 1% 


2 Per. 18. Rom. 8. 6: Foy to be carnatly minded 


5s death, but to be ſpiritually minded 34 
peace. It is adouble content to a: gein 
well diſpoſed nature,” when he doth 


es 
for 


'- hispleaſire. | Gamer of hazard (faith 
ns '/a worthy Divine) do very" much F. 
ment. *-- | diſcompoſe the mind;, they alſo- provely © 


afſion, and cauſe much diſturbance in 


the ſoul for things of nothing. Games that conſif . 


in dexterity of body or mind, are 'much 10 be pre- 
ferred before theſe * Cheſs will ſharpen the wit, but 
lulfie jt over much, and toil the ſpirits, inftead of 
recreating them, which is the proper uſo+ of play* 
Of all Gaming, the leſs the better, and when it dif- 
orders the paſſions, the leaft is row much." He that 
ventures mach Money at play z ventures | with it 
ner only-the tranquillity of bus mind ;, but makes « 
Certain loſs of it whatever becomes of the money—— 
Squandring away of money in play, is'not the 
way to make Friends of that unrighteons.Mam- 
* mon, that receive a man into. everlaſtiag habi- 
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| tions, Forte cha will run him 
' bis temporal habitation; it is the way to' 

Earth and Heayeri: $6 then, whether 
or loſe,, we commit ro ; for if-we 
Xt our Adverfaries, we rob ſelves, our 
and God : Wemayaddthis atfo; ſich 
e Recreations 'deyour that precious 
Treaſure of irrecoverable, unyaluable, yea fal- 
vation-time ; and uſeth thoſe hours in Poſting 
+ to Hell, which are too much negleted 
ening to Heaven. - O how careful then ſhould 
that profeſs heavenly hopes be of their 
work,” that it be fuch as may” conduee 
ir accompliſhment of them ! 
2. Secondly, Set upon earthly things in 
ir propet place and order: Seek firſt the King- 
Mayor and rat, wy 3 thereef,and all 

fo You, (a) Mat. 6. 5 3. 

| have ap uppermoſt * Throne in your 
4 hearts, the fore-foot in your walk, the firſt ſtroke 
Fin your work 3+ give heavenly things the prece- 
{ dency, bothineltimation, affeftion and time, as 
things of greateſt worth, and to which you are 
obbged: Thar's the due' order and me- 
thod of Heavenly Traders, to jt every day 
and work with z ſerve God and then 
yourſelves : Set apart ſome time for Religious 
Duties, before you ſet upon earthly employ- 
ments.  Men-will nog go abroad into unwhot- 
ſom air faſting: The things' of this world have 
acontagious breath in them: Break your faſt 
with God every morning, before you adventure 
I === Labour with God 

NV Cattra aut aderient, ant corre won cherwns, 
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ficit for his preſeyce with you, | his" wiſdomro: 
direct you, hisgraceand ſtrengeh-to help, ſex 
cureand bleſs you in your earthly labours:: And" 
tidote your hearty: with Divine Cordials every 
morning,- before: you get into the Peſt-houſe 'of 
this, World, and. let ſomething. df Scripture lye 
neareſt thy Soul for counſel, comfort; quickening + 
every day : He (faith Aneefine) that'bath caſted 
the ſweetneſs of Divine Love, will-not care for 
temporal ſweetneſs. Meddle not with the Thorns 
of this World, till you have fenced. your hearts 
and hands by Prayer, and the Sword: of the Spi: 
Tit ;, ?Tis more haſte than good' ſpeed to run ins 
to the World before,you have ſpoken with God! 
The lawful way to Earthly ,Employments lies.by 
Heavens Gates. Chriſtians, God will-ſue you 
for Treſpaſles if you take" any other way to your 
Trades and Employments inthe World, than his 
eſcribed way of Religious Duties.” Beſides, you 
venced of God's Eye and Hand'in every thing | 
you do: You Know not the Snares and Deaths 
that lye in your Employments, and the dangers, 
you are ſubject ro in every ſtep you_go, and in 
every thing you do: You may go forth in tht 
morning, never return” more;. ſome have + 
died' as I/racl did, with meat in their months; 
others have fan down dead in their'-work, 
broke their, Necks in a Journey,” been- found 
dead in the way: \: O-ſgt on earthly workin 
God's way 3 go not abont the ; met rp 18 
have been with” God, and ſecur'd-your: All 
kis Hands. | Tt Y19V9 WM 12 
Rale 3. Thitdly, Keep your earthly ' buſineſs 
" withinthe bounds of duc ry” 
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allotted you your work, hath allotted you your 
ne for it: it.conſiſts not with man's een 
"ation and intereſt, to be arbitrary in anything, 
to walk by rule. There © 15 @ time for every 
. thing under the Sun; Eccleſ. 3.1. Atime for, eve- 
ry purpoſe, and for every work,, verſ. 17. Fob 7. 1, 
As there is an appointed time to 'man-on Earth; 
ſo there is an appointed time to man for earth- 
- Iythings : He that hath ſet boundsto the Workd, 
hath not left worldly employments without 
-- bounds, 'but-hath fixed mens Earthly Aﬀairs 
within their proper ſeaſon. © Pſal. 104. 23.” Man 
- goeth forth to hit .work, and to his labour until the 
' evening-\ | The Pfalmilt acknowledges here'the 
power and providence of Godin ſetting bonnds 
” tohis Creatures. bounds to the San and Moon, 
. Verſ. 19. He appointed the Mopn for ſeaſons, and 
the. Sun knowerh bis going down: Bounds to the 
day and night: Verſe 20. Thou makeſt darkneſs, 
and 4is night * He limits the'labours of wild 
beaſts and men; the beaſts have their preying. 
time confined tothe night. Ferſe 20.22. Ard it 
# night wherein all the beaſts of the Forreſt ds creep 
farth';, the Sun riſeth, they gather themſelves toge- 
ther, - and lay them down in their Dens. Men have 
their working-time allotted in the day: ' Man 
goeth forth to bis work, and labour until the even- 
ine; that is, to the end of their working-day, 
which conſfteth among the Fews of twelve hours. 
Foln 11. 9:' Ave there ' not twelve hours in the 
day? the uſual time for men to diſpatch their 
earthly wogk in. The Lord would not (p) (faith 
pe 31 Providewtia « ergo Dei moluir fic prolixam operaudi con+ - 
fingationr wn bominum wires nimium atteres, ſed modem 
confiingi | Muſculus) 
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iſculns) bave 
fo wear out their 


have. their claims, -as well as-thy carthly call 
ings, to this little ich of this time. O-conſume 


not thy precious day on things that are tempo- 
a 


neglect thy opportunities for things Eter+- 
nal; do. not. enſlave thy Body beyond thy 
Beaſts, which have their times of reſt ; nor ex. 
havuſt that ſtrength which better things call for, 


upon an empty periſhing World. . Exceſſive las. 
urs-beyond their due time, do argue cither” 


too much deſire of- theſe things, or too little 


Faith in God, and are reprov'd by-the Lord, as 
the vanity and praftice-of , ther: who are nat” 


his beloyed ones, Pſal. 127. 2+; *Tis lamentable 
to ſee ſuch as-would: be thought the Heirs of 
Heaven, ſo excellively. taken up in enlarging 
their polleſſions on. Earth ; engroſſing all their 


time carly and late, about their Eacthly Affairs, © 
leaving nothing bur a few. uaſeryiceable- minutes} 
for God and their Souls. O Chriſtians! 1; Do 


ſtream of your earthly. afteFions: and ia 


within the Banks, of allowed; tiume-z 'rob -not- 

God of his time of ſpecial ſervice;nor nature of * 
her time of needful reſt and refreſhment; -nor-" 
thy ownor.others. ſouls of time for their ſpiri- 


tual concerns, for. ſuch; things : 
Shew Charity to thy ond z make it 


nota Drudge to thy Eatthly Luſts ; Man is tv0 
ge to tt y tne 


hb, but hath ſet dounds toit; _ 
As theLord would not have the Worldto takeuy” 
mens hearts; ſo.be wauld not have it to cat ous 
their time, or incroach. on theſe ſcaſons that | 
aredue to. greater concerns. God, Nature, Grace, 
thy own Soul, and the ſpiritual good of others,” 
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T3. a. Creature to be a Vaſfal tothis World: 
1 Tis a ſad Spectacleto fee the Natarites of Hea- 
{I ven, like Sampſon, with their Heads ſhaven, and 
F heir Eyes pluckt- our to grind in the World's 
J Mill, till they pluck down the Houſe about their 
iEars, Fadg. 16, 21. How do Men macerate their 
Bodies, and ſtarve their Souls, onely to help 
them with ſupplies in their paſſage to the Grave, 
| andalithe while negle&t the work of God, and 
© JF their Souls, leaving the reliques of their waſted 
- Þ ftrength, and the Workds refuſe, for the ſervice 
of an. immortal God- ; This is not to. follow 
Earthly things by Heavenly Rule.  - . 
| Rule 4» Fourthly, -Be diligent in the uſe of 
your working time : take heed you waſte it not 
xpen4mpertinencies,- or by needteſs diverſions, 
or by idleneſs, aud unfaithfulneſs in your work ; 
this is a fin againſt both Law and Gofpel, which: 
requires diligence and fairhfalneſs in mens carth- 
ly callings: Labour and-calling-work was man's 
duty- betore his fall. - Ger- 2.1 5. The Lord God 
- took: the- man., and put: him- imo the Garden of 
Eden, 70. dreſs" ity. ad to kgeep it: Andafter the 
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Daty | 
meas Callings, is of equal ſanttioa and regard 
with the duties of Gods Worſhip, beipg inſerted 
18a poſitive Law, and as that which is neceſlary 
to the ſanCtifying of God in Sabbaths- Exod. 29. 
9 :10.. Six days ſhalt thou labour, avid do all ty 
work, Out on the: ſeventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God, ins thou ſhalt net do any mY 
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TaIpn ad F - - -- 
WK (ſaith Mayer) #5-prven 18 't 
meyn N? commanding | x in the Or 


| that the imunition of mit working in the "F 


and the ſame reaſon is given -for both: 'the one's 


taken from Gods reſtins on the ſeventh day : ant 
the other 'from his working rn -So that 
not to Jabour faithfully in' thy Calling the 
ays, 'is a breach of 'the Fourth Command, 4 


tre Lode any, Hor the warm. s > Not 
A 


as if the fix days labonr''were +to exclude'gl 


Religious*Worſhip of God -on either: of theſe 


days when the Lord calls' 'to it by, extraordi. 
nary Proyidences, as to'mourning or-rejoyci 
or by otdinary tenders of | Go} Liner 
Weekay-&ftures; or the like; for this would 
croſs his other Commands,” Preaching” #n ſeaſn 
and out of ſeaſon, *and labowring for the Bread tha 
endures to' eternal life: Thisdiligent labour doth 
not mu privns werſhip every. day, -and 
ORE orſhip on week-days ſo faras it cot 
$ with/faithfulneſs in mens Callings, for which 
time muſt be redeemed ,- Eph. 5. 16. \ bit it 
requires diligent attendance 'on mens —_ 
on the week-days (as oppoſed'to-floath 
finfut waſte of time) without which God is not 
duly ſerved '6n the Sabbath -- This diligence in 
mens. Callings'is alſo required in the Goſpd, 


1 THIſ. 3. 10. Idlenefs is a Goſpel-ſcandal,- and 


renders Chriſtians worthy to be abſtained from, 
as not obeying the Word” of God ;-/and ſuch 
muſt not-eat, 1 Theſ./4-*11-/ ſach-are;-unprok- 
table Servants, who improve. not their Talents 
for God,”-and the good of others, Marrh.2 5. hr 


n#-3 -3 


__ TELE, 


\ 


en 
- 
IL. 


S OTOSG<PTPRESRETOT RWHR, 


= —O— n—_— ITm_— cr” _— 


s” Ys a_r9 Os _—_ ite he ER - es. 0 


"re _ 
ES | _— 


_ worſe than Infidels, who do not by dis 
lgence in og provide for their owns. 


Tim. 5 

| Rule 5. Fifthly, while- your. hands are about. 
the world, ſet a guard about your hearts : 'The 
Believers heart is Chriſt's royal Fort, fecure, 
that, andalbis-ſafe : If riches: encyzaſe, ſed not. 


your bearts upon them, Pfal. 62-10. *tis theNas. * 
ture of earthly things, likes malignant Diſealty 


to get to the heart, O how bard is it to 
meddle with theſe, and the heart not to becom 
earthly tod: when: a gracious Soul hath.:been 
with God, and gothis heart warm'd, quickened, 
and drawn out to Gig above z noſoaner.doth 
he return to the:worl ___ all is gone again. 
ſuch. dangerous damps doth this earth ſend: 
unto heavenly hearts : - ſecure thy heart-with 
Godevery day, make a new-furrender: of. it to- 
him, before thou get into the fnares. of thy 
earthly buſineſs: Set a vigilant watch upon thy 
heart-every moment; leſt the things of the. 
world ſteal inarid take itcaptive: 

Rule 6. Sixthly, Attend your eatthlly.affairs 
with'a'calm and quiet ſpirit, - whatever occur- 
rence you  'meet, with : in;cthe- world; 
your ſpiritsbe [compoſed and fixed on 
wonder-not; at changes in anunſteddy- workly 
whichis only conſtant in unconſtancy; (y) Here 
Have we no conthuning City, Heb.v3; 14. All things, 

deſcending : 


are moving,” g-or 


Things below are I tothe Moon, Rees: 
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flowy-every day z and asthe fountain of the Sun, 
which Plizy ( :); writes, of, that the Waters are 
- extream cold and ſweet at noon, but boiling hog 
ati karrec ar: midughts' | So mitable are the 
confortzof this: then going when they 
ſeem rhoſt likely/co Ray... Mans condition in 
this werld at the beſt, {is like; the mountain Po- 
roſs,” aver. which there Alniays. hangs a'Chond even in 
rhe eleakdft lays) maceas his written of a Meer or 
(9 Salt! Marſh icSrothind, called Pochlowland, 


. 


wherecrbere are | rembpeſtuons , Waves: raging withs 


alt wind, yea 1 the greateſt: calm. uſdi 

oe der eye gt you-ſee. in theſe wa 
ter9 of i: Marab. ; - Riches make themfelugs Wings 
and fly: away, Prov. 23. 5. Let none of | 
Ibwer things. trouble you when gone, which 
anxorcontentyoumhen prefent : but one mes 


_ + angaf ungryenm of errows ;\ arich'man, and 


hol 
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WC arr} 
Keep up-a-contentation df minidgwarh the/pors 
tion God gives you here;: kth: 145. ular your 
converſation be without \camyudieſne[s, \ and be. cms 
tent with - thoſe things. that: ys. have © \et: them 
ſuffice you; as'tis in the. Greek'; cans: ghem 
enough, 16 / an Eſau 'can be ſansfiedowigtbdis 
crumbs, how mach-more ſhould a Facahowitrehe 
childrens bread. Whar this a:#:Heaum 19% faveh 
one.) A little of the world,,and — 
meh reny or I have eniavgh, and by at 
enough, ſaid; ,precitusMe-Bat, win yet was 
very low in the World; |WhentheEartiof B26 
ceſter gfferet! Mr. Carrwright\thEProvolthip.of 
Eaten Calledge, ſayivig,/iwas antmod 
more than'-enough;' he::gubwered, the 
pound morethan enongh was [coough fort hitf, 
Pſal. 39+ 16 A bittle riquniaht rightebags hath” bs 
better than the revengs'of thi wickde \Thert ure 
two diminotives in the Qrigioal (a'lintle-tictieiof 
the righteous:man's ) olet:1i-be:never To & 
lictle, - with righteouſneſs;::it. weighs: down: 
the abundance-of - rhe woridly man's incerelt | be 
it more or lefs, : it is enobgts 0Othries foplecare 
we, like new born Princesmeepirtgay the cradle; 
knowiog, not . thati:thers Ba Kingdon:befigve 
| have aften thought"on that 
” * erneTs. 


—_ 
_ or could not maintain you You 
_— enough to carry you to:your graves, 


bara pillow of ſtones, with bread and water, is 
better "tha the rich' Plains.of Sodom - A» piece 
ef//bleſt bread in Tmaiannecls Land,” is (weeter, 
and will Ho farther'than”all the:Carlick and 


, with ſoubadvantage, is betterithan 
great eſtate-with ſpiritual loſſes and temptaris 
N51: Gad:can a few loaves; make 
the hart! of '6ruſe of oyl,-' to hold 
elf; and your; cloaths.not to wax old; rather 
#han you ſhall. want; enough to'ccarry you ' 
\through your wildernefs, if you' will be belieys 
ing and obedient. 'Becontented with the talent 
God: gives you to ttade:upon': Have others 
-More than you ? envy them.not ; (a): they have 
the-more'to reckon for; :and' it mp 
'need- nate; _ or they: can bear more than y 
-Thet -(ſaithone) would fork: « ſmall veſſel which 5s 
:butw erdinery-brirdew' to 4 great ſhip. Some 
cal « better manage - a large ” eſtate _ leſs 


= agen | 


wy 
» © 
. 


tC 
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abſolotely ;nred 'no'- more: Ard CA! 

ſeckeſt thou great 3 LAT > rp 2- th 
not, for bebold I-will rol pon alt fleſb, bue }_br 

ry fe wil] ion te a prey in al places whi- | we 
oeft, Fes 45+ 455 You know" not what ſui 

rod ray xr world : Have: you but little } «cy 

= yow mia ſhorthyhave leſs: Be content m: 
randy noe > alittle in Bechel, if it be ſh 


aq wn rin Loo yt 


Deb Sins” 


trouble and ; temptatidn than others: ; 
that would puff up thy remote ya 
catchthy feet, in ſnares, jr Dever. 
thers afte&iqns,,, to. whom, G | ha ath 
beaver ſpicit,Dr preater ; SP 
world. - Subſcribe to God's ont wna ds plex 
_ believe tis. promules, wonder at; his mier- 
be thankfull Ar what you , have. above 
150k z ſee your All i God, . and. hope to he 
ſhortly with him; yau, cannot but be coll- 
tent with your allowance inthe world. . * 
Rule 7. Seyenthly, Follow your Uuty, pieces 
1 our cup fu, Ggd,, wo in your caſings, bat 
ve aboye them. , 1 Pet, 5, 4 n 
care on God, or he careth ff " Depend op 
| on your, wy or. TG. far our 
Pay vpon Mea: 
nn 

e, o't you aur ſelves ip : 

tineſs.in al 0p of ne) reog q tis 

eroan your many mo { 
fron make a hole in your, aps Rags 1 
on-your encrealſe, turn your, pro hey 3h | 
tempt ,, Es orts as 
dream of 4. night viſions. not ,off 
iris a perro full rain} x ar ei 

what you Nees jy, fe 

= {, What you want. Dart 
the.keepi and is purſe ra jpFazer hand; 
_ in his own hand. 

Faith aſſures you #9 the goo he Bl. of di cu 
tiezin wr way, and. vantage from” the 
wot eng | Mel was to_ mingle with 
every bitter proves 1 you meet with. It wy 


ay - EF little to live 


ind the Canktrivorm” hath' deyour*d” it ; "this 
Iof, nd Hof ef ftbak hath waſted it: In this 
Ein ty is t6 hve Eire by faith, for 4 


1ctified fait of fi e,. and "for 
la Wis + bþ her Tons When 
Hou canſt ſee og of thy perplexing 
trouble, | thine. nntb'God” for help 
Chron, 26, 12." Y'Chv af. 25; 8: Gb not out of 


for FP "out wout s tou 
y.t hat 'ca wh cat raiſe up 
"Refthef, Fride e the, y che day of 


5, Or JE e, EN 5 the Tk 
P/al. F 
ME: NS fred of 
wn Net vexings; fl carmot 
ble) tit will greaten' thy fins; a 
rg ok. 2 ty, bur a Uiſtruftfu 
Fe Oe Kt tid afflition;” 
"Kult 3 Ge "TIt! if Jour bog fro pray for 
i b1emne bg wager ive wo yo 
743 Well 1$Wwork's T ligen 
[14s a ey te. is, 


Sy brovh 


Mhe” ipthe world. As vvery” cr&at 
Pa jon ane” DE 


% i ra tf, i Th. 4-1 
Who Of for counſel. * 
vi acknowledge him; and® 
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&l;t to'do his or rhat wotk' wi without ſeeking to 
God for direftion, Fam: 4-1 3,14; 1 5. - Onr jour- 
5 -(fairhy 'otre) my not be wndertalgh without 
Ire 4 teave, Dr. Mant. on 7am: This 
I evidence” 2 fife dre One We on'God! 
Ka bringall thy' Afﬀairs"tnder Alyine br And 
bleſſing ; Abraham's ſervant begins his woy 
with prayer, Gen, 24. 12/'27.* and concluded 
with praile, Gen.18. 20. GT. Facbb; Tſrach'y 
folly in LOnIng ith Me Gibepnites cohtrat 


£0 the commang 1 wal; on'"thejr' ni 
asking mn of 'God. : 1 Noa The » 
took, of their” ViBElials,' nor 'conbijel' as 


the mouth of the Lord: * O' Ws naces aid dif 
vantages men are expoſRd'to im thei? earthly 
Concerns, for not takin Fes God, : 
engaging tis handand b with them-'Pra 
erwill fycther your work, cfg h your" pai 
anddifficulties init, andſecurefhe comforts 
of it When you pony ſte 

rt; when you receiye hee” ce & Skin] 
and return praiſe 'to God for 

" Rule g9.\ Ninthly,, Thea you live in th 
World, yet'be Yend to ny porid: ache 


born Sou * chough' inthe World, yet are' 

the Wo , bit Choſen out of 1 it, %þ.'T5. t 

and crucified to'it: Gal. 6. Geof God forbid the 

ho it , fave in the 4 "our 114 91 
we kedeppys A'# feel 

F wit Tt World: This ernci ednefs to 


World (*5 (faith Para) fi ies the conternpt 
apd pr of this Words he i ntimates Ov 
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by, that. the World with all its ſcorn , pride, 
og and glory are deſpiſed by bim,' as a no- 
the empty, 'deadthing, A ſoul grucified tg 
orld ſeeg nothing lovely..and deſirable in 


the is Workd, but God, his Word. and Works: 


theres nathing in earthly things that can be 
ing with ſpiritual beares, if God be not en- 
yed in them: all the- glory of the World is 
nomoret them than a dead Carkaſs, if the 
ve of God breath not through. it on their 
pr ...nay the very Garden, of the Lord is a 
ilderneſs to them,- if the - Roſe of Sharon. be 
actin. Ama 'A morcified Saint wonders that 218, 
tional - immortal Squl *caq, fee ſuch worth in 
riches, pleaſures, honours, and poor perifhing 
things of this life, -which to him are nothing; 
can eaſily part wich all at the Lords bidding, 
And } he feels no, fuch-evil neither. in the bad 
Bing of this World, as to make men ſtartle at 
wants, ole es,I proaches, taxments faq 
Quit, e Ny cfalneſs. to. them wh 
ve tO rd Jeſus. hath reconciled 
fr hi the bitzereſh affliction that can' befall them 
i: Mews If Chriſt ſtand, and'do not 
) rwbat matter is it sf Wife and 
T7 work LA hberty, . eſtate, life. and. al 
go, ſo he : . Such ſhould, thy heart, be in 
fait of , theſe as one. that is wn to 
"World, and -fits looſe from all. its #lorh, 
wm aoner all its Fapentnings x Feng to 
-NOtto VE.a; ro uſe, Or W bl 3 &- 
denied, or deprived of it Ji fo Gad. Gs 2 
Rule 10. Laltly, do all your work wi in the 
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att the employments of every. day, as dying 
perſons, whoare leaving this World, -and liable 
to. a remoye every moment :, How would fre- 
quent and ſerious thoughts of a near approach- 
ing end wonderfully check mens greedy pur-, 
ſuits of this World, and help to keep their aCti- 
ons in a conſiſtency with their accounts. King 
Phillip would. have it proclaim'd before. him 
every marning, Remember that thou art martal: 
And when, falling upon the Sand he afterwards 
{aw the print of -his Body, faid, O how little 4 
reel Ad will hold us when we are dead, 
who ambitionſly ſeck after the World while we are 
lrving.. When Severus was 01d, he called foran 
Urn or Pitcher in which the. Aſhes of a dead 
perſon were pur, and looking a while on it, ſaid, 
(4) Wilt thoy contain that man whom the whole 
World cannot comain? Alas, what will the whole 
World be to thee when thou comeſt to dye? 
letit ſeem no more to thee now, whoartdyin 
every day: do every thing as ſtrangers an 
ilgrims here, Heb,..11. 9, 13, and as if you 
da Voice, every. day ſaying, Awake, and 
came #0 judgment Ferame thought whatever he 
did, be ſtill heard that Voice; Surgite mortn, 


' .& vente ad judiciam;, Ariſe ye dead, and come 


to judgment... When you aretrayelling to this 
Market, and the: other Fair; think, Save 7 am 


T ſhalt & ing to PEW, and 1 know not what duſt 
1 ſhe tly ſbovelled into : when you are 
aboug. your work; ; think, 7 am kaſtening to oter- 
ity, and ſhortly theſe hands muſt rot in the graw* 


(2) Tu vue. aapics quem orbvs tore now . cops d 
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When you proiniſe your ſelyes great things, ag 
the fruit of your labours, and hope for this pain 
and the other comfort, lay, Death may come be- 
eween me andy enjoyments » and crop off the 
bepes of el my labiurs, What'can be great to hini 
that cones the World" nothing? or long to 
yo at counts his life brit a fpan ? 'Mr.' Ds 
et thou” findeſt thy heatt” running ont 'to 
eedily after this World, ready” ro lye,' cheat; 
pprels, undermine others t iq greaten oy * 
terelt : think on'thisz For'alf theſe things 
will bring thee to july ment, and Feider to thee 46. 
cording to nk La 
"Second] 6 yot yotit earthly work I i 
p heavenly manner, when you do it with an 
heavenl ly heart : As isthe heart, fo 1s the ation 
in God'sactontit "the Lord was much pteaſed 
chat. it was'ſh David's heart t6*uild him "29 
Houſe, thougl he never did"it, 1 Kin. $; 18, 
anddi feaſtd with all that 1 ael did in his ſer- 
vice, ecanſe their heart was not right with him, 
Pſal. 78. 37: Tſra#did many good works, fo 
fought bim, they rerirned ani -enuared tarly 
God, they remembred that God was their R 
andthe high God their Redeemer, wer. 34, 35- 
all. this was nothing in' Go@'s eſteem, becauſe 
air Hourt, was 1 or nPrighrs in ir; they Ba ap 
» carnal, ſelfiſh, backſliding heart in a 
rep id. © If thy heart be hexventy, thiongh 


thy work be carthly, i ti it 'puts an 22 


nit; but if thy; work be hedvendy., aut 
heart earthly, © Gol doth rejett 

the heart is the robe of _ a&ion, 
root he good, the fruit will poor feral 
"$66 v8 7 12. 3} 
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| 12. 33. Row: 11-16. If the fountain be ſweet, 


| 


the ſtreams will be ſweet alſo; and if-chy. hearg 
be heavenly, thy work 1s heavenly: A heavenly 
heart, like the Bec, turns all it -doth to heaven» 
ly uſes : when the Lord Jeſus had. put. his hand 
upon the Spouſes heart, - and left ſome myrrh 
upon her bowels, preſently her hands dropped 
mytrh,\. and her fingers ſweet ſmelling myrrh, 
Cant: J- 4, 5- A heavenly heart perfumes 
earthly work, and gkes it wonderfally taking 
with the heart of Chrilt. 

Qieſt; How might I know when my heart is Hea- 

'. wenly m mejearthly work? 


© Sol. Firſt, A_ heavenly. heart is a, heart en- 
ighrnen roſee heavenly things; -a heart heam'd 
over with heavenly Tight, to diſcern phings in- 
viſible : Aw carthly heart is a dark heart, 1t ſees 
nothing in God, hys, Word. and Works, ſo asto 
aw up his heart, to. Heaven : an, earthly heart 
ees.hothing but ka in heavenly things; and 
Ji feavenly heatt ſees Heayen in earthly things, 
Patriatchs ſaw the heavenly Gity, in their 
.Conntrey, Heb. 11. 13, 144.16: They 
© promiſes (that. is, the things prgmiſed) 


afar off, and confelled that they. were ſtrangers 


0n-earth , they ſought a Conntry.,, defired a 
Hatter Countrey, that is an heavenly; and all 
that as: the prody& of their. heavenly light 
they aw heavenly things in earthly: draw 
eavenly eye to ſee Chriſt's day, Fob $- 


bſes,a heayenly-cyet hia who 
11. 27, Feats A doth 
not 
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not'only ſees heavenly things, bur ſees an infinite 
worthand excellency in them: it ſees them ta 
bethe beſt things ; it, ſees a greater glory a 
deſirableneſs in things above, in ,one glance of- 
his eye, in 'one day within his Courts, 'in one 
hours communion with him, than. in all the 
World beſides: Mary ſaw more advantage in 
ſitting at Chriſt”s feet, than in the many thing; 
Martha's heart was taken up about, Lake 10. 
41, 42. Curſed be that may (faith the noble Mar- 
queſs/ Calearins) that accounts not one bours com 
munion with Chriſt above all tht World. | 
Secondly, A heavenly .heart is a heart. that 
favours heavenly things, Rom. 8. 5. Nothing 
oes down fo tweet witha heayenly heart a 
venly things, every thing rejoyces. in its likg: 
An eatthlyheart delights in earthly things ; ue 
Merchant in his Trade, the Husband-man in hiz 
Field; Honſes, Husbandry, and the fruits of the 
«earth; rhe yolnptuous man in his pleaſures; 8 
he that ſold his City fora draught of water, 
crying out when he had” done, O' that for {0 
ſhort a pleaſure, of a 'King Tſhould be made 3 
-Slave! The proud man in his greataeſs,. 1s w# 
this great Babylon that I have” buslt, for the. bout 
of the Kingdem ? \ Dan. 4.' 30. © So doth the hew 
'venly heart reli greateſt ſweetneſs in heavets 
'ly thmgs: How ſweer are. thy words to my taſte? 
-yea- ſweeter than boney ro my mouth, Pſal. 119. 10% 
"Hts fruit wits feet to my taſte, bis month 5s me 
Fweet, Cant. 2.' 3. and 5- 16. , My meditation of. 
him ſhall rey wag Pfal. 104: $4. We took: ſweet 
' Colenſel together, Pal. 5x 14, We talked of the 
| wſteries of Godlineſs Claith, Ainſworth) of he 
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Greveiſes of Religion (Faith another) which I 
ſuppoſe the Prophet meaneth by going into the 
Houſe of God, as companions conſulting (as it 
were) how they might prepare themſelyes to 
his ſervice. 

Thirdly, A heavenly heart is a heart that longs 
and defires after heavenly things: - Whom have 7 
in Heaven but thee ? and there is none that 1 car 
deſire 'on Earth in ———_ thee, Pſal. 7 3. + 
When ' ſhall I come and before God? 
jor hf [i thee ;, = = fleſh longeth for hes 


es no water ", te ſe ſee 
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+: hrpr x 13 vac rect mn the 
Santtnary, Pſal. 43-2. Pſal. 63.1, 2.. Ay ſoul 
longethy yea even -fainteth for the Courts of the 
Lord, my. heart and my m9 feb eryeth out for the 
God, 1 84. 2. res are the naturat 
motions of the heart, and the beſt charatter, and 
tIrucſt linzaments (faith one (y) ) 
that can be drawn of the minds of 2 et Palos 
men: Praftices may be over-rul d 
by ends, but deſires are alway: yg enuine and ne- 
tux al : "Hence good men have þ a confidence 
= ng themſelves to God, by their affetions, 
er longings of their Souls after him, as 
fg pureſt and moſt unfeigned iſſues of love, 
ſuch as ny tare aft proximity and danger from 
forein arid ſecular ends. It is an ionable 
evidence of ſouls riſen with Chriſt and receiving 
the ſtamp of Heaven: on the heart, to ſet their 
affeftions on things above: Heavenly deſires are 
the'natural breathings of a gracious heart, which 
an'as well live without them,,'-as'a ma 
Haons breathing ; 4 ceſſation 'of F ſpiritual 
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deſires, 


deat v\1193 610 IE GI; 11:5 

Fourthly, - a, heavenly heart-is known by,j 
heavenly thoughts; it; will be much: thinks 
ing of heavenly things: . As is the hearty, 
are the thoughts uſually,” . For 4+ be. think, 
etb, fo is bex; Prov. 23.7. The, thoughts are the 
firſt-bornofithe beart, and ſtrength of the ſoul, 
and as nataral ullues of 'the mind, as beams.-arg 


be. They | , 
of the Sparit, Rom. 8, 5- [Try your hearts by your 
ordinary, quiet and- dehghetul thoughts : Am 
vain, earthly thoughts your trouble, - and holy 
ar Gs | | 
Fifthly, A'heavenly heart will be full of hea, 

' venlyprojetsy fucha heart will be driving ds: 
figns for. Heaven 3 his conſultations, \ enquixies 
and ſtudies,. will be how -to carry on and- pre 
mote heavenly —_— Hoy 3« 8. This-#64 
faithful: ſaying ,. and things 1 will that the 
py [or , "that they hich have | belieud 
ini God might: te carifnl to. maintain good : ranks; 
S$rwricorrs cnmns 7atione Of Toncilio exergeri ; | the 
word is, might ſtudy, devite;. and beat theis 
brains how: they might di 
temper; of ;carthly -hearts alſo; they;-will-be 
ing and contriving ways and means how:to 


| intereſts, Phil. 5. 191.) Whodaind 
carthly bl. ge 1 _ 


good: That's the | 
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earthly chings, . 4.7% Fhiy0a gerrorrs,, Zunchy, w 
thoughts axe intheearth (as the Par rn 
i&) that 'is,- they” are wholly: taken. up about 
earthdy things :. So 'tis. with a acqunly heart, 
it-itaken up about the things of Heaven;. j 
laies holy plots, how.to keep dawnthe n_ 
and . corurption in the ſonl, and how to make 
the. molt of all.it kath and. doth: for Heaven, 
to ſecure his intereſt, and enlarge his poſſeſſion 
above :+So far as the heart is heavenly, ſo far is 
it deſigning far Heaven. : 

-Sixthly, A heavenly heart is acted and influen- 
cedby heavenly motives and arguments; there 
is nothing fways more with a heavenly firic 
thanreaſons drawn from heavenly things, hea» 
yenly - pleaſures, | heavenly honours, heavenly 
treaſures will do mare with a heavenly heart 
than any arguments drawn from things of this 
lfe- - The nature of the heart is mach known 
by 'the motives that are moit potent with it: 
A-carnal heart is byaſked by carnal thjags : Whe 
will ſbew #s any good? Pſal. 4- 6, But a ſpiritual 
heart with ſpiritual things: Loyd lift wp thou 
gw of thy countenance wpon us: Lot wall 
hoole the plains of Sedewr3 but Abraham will 
prefer walks with God, though in a Wildergeſs. 
Devid values his lot, 'by what it hath of God 
iits' and counts that moſt -pleaſant and: rich 
which helps him to moſt of God. Pſa. 16. 5,.6. 
Fell an heavenly heart how he may be rich, 
greatagd coinfortable in the W azld, and itiig- 
mhes-nothing : -þut tell bim how. be may. pitci 
his iTent neareſt to. the Ark and epjoy maſt of 
God, how he nay keep peace and volt 
Wis with. 
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life. Wherewithal ſhalt a your man cleanſe * bij 
waa4#? Pal. 119. 9. Who ta 
nacle? Pſal. 15.1- Who will riſe up for me againf 
evil doers ? Pfal. 94+ 16. How might ] do to ot 
4 better heart ?' to be more rich towards God? Oh 
what one —__ me drink_of the Waters of thi 
Well of Bethlehem! 2 Sam. 23. 15. How mi 
T do for ſome fore-taſtes of the rivers of ple 

at the right-hand of God? and to eat of the tre 
of life un the midſt of the Paradiſe of God, Riti 
2.7. Theſeare the moſt taking things with" ay 
heavenly Soul; his choice, his delights and tran 
ſcendent intereſts -lie on the- other ſide of this 
ke wh even within the borders of Immanuel 


"'Seventhly, A heavenly heart is a heart that 
lives upon heavenly things, andis maintained by 
proviſions fetch*d from Heaven, nouriſhed up 
in the words of Faith, 1'Tim: 4- 6. - deſire the 
ſincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow 
thereby, 1 Per. 2.3. My meat and drink: is to 
do the will of him- that- ſent: me , Job. 4. 3#- 
Earthly hearts are maintained by earthly com 
forts ; like the Crows, they live on -Carriodh 
but heavenly hearts live upon heavenly 'thi 
they feed on the fineſt Wheat z and, like the 
dian Bird; Ule malim, ' that lives upon the dr, 
and of the juice: of Flowers and Roſet 
ſouls proſper beſt on heavenly pulſe and water: 
Give me underſtanding and I ſhall tive, Plal 119 

| FF, 41344 
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all abide in thy aber 


= ag Fen otre 2 amy 


pal 
-. 


 —_ 


”. 6. 
; 


Eightly, A-heayenly heart walks by heavenly 
' Rules; *ris led by the Spirit of God, Rome 8.'14- 
All the threatnings of men cannot upon 
. bow him from his path-way of daty, Dar.6. 10. 
nor the reaſon or allurements of men draw-him 
with full conſent into the way of ſin, ch. 3: 18. 
Whatever comes of it he is at apoint” to: keep 
_— of God, Pſal. 119. 106. It chules 
tobe governed by heavenly Laws. And we wilt 
walk in bis paths, Iſa. 2. 3- As for me and my 
houſe we will ſerve the Lord, Joſh. 24- 15- Such a 
ſoul is eaſily perſwaded by the evidence of truth, 
and will hear what the Spirit faies : A little child 
ſhalt lead bim, Iſa. 61.6, 

Thirdly, Then arecarthly things done in aint 
heavenly manner, when done to heayenly ends 
and parpoſes; to obey, pleaſe and honor God 3 
when a perſon can approve his heart to an all- 
ſeeing eye, that the great and chiefend for which 
hetakes yp thisor that calling, ſets on any em- 
ployment, is in ſubordinacy tothelſe great erids, 
not to pleaſe men, to gratifie his owe luſts, to 
grow great in the world, to enjoy - pleaſure, 
eaſe, reputation, and intereſt here, butout of 
obedience to the Maker, Redeemer and Gover- 
nour of this world, that God in all things might 
have his will and glory, 1 Pet. 4. 11. Thivis the 

| ultimate end of all Gods works, and ſhould "be 
|} of may's afſg. All employments rup-out of their 

_ proper chanel, if thgy tend not to this Ocean of 

Alpha, ſo he maſt 
nz-the firlt 
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avfon death, ofo)ef lifes Pal. 68, 30; Nothing 
ts further good,thanjt anſwers Gods end; cartty 
ly endsſpoil heayenly work, and heavenly ends 
puts aft excellency on.earthly work. Chriſtians, 
be rarefalof your ends iu all you do: ?Tis not 
enough to.do things that are right, if you are 
notapright in them : That's unlanttified work 
Which hath not-holy aims, an& God for: 
laſt end. . To, follow your callings, that 1 
| might live honeſtly in the fight. of men ; tha 
you might proyide. for your own, and have 2 
Ebmperency in.the world to carry you com- 
fortably through it, is lawful, as ſubordi 
facaridary'ends,; but not as your chief and Ji 
ebdz to which all, your actions muſt; be di- 
re&6 ; that 'mult be ſingly. and ſupremel he 
pleahngand honouring of God as your hip | 
En 
:;Fifthly, Another part of this Heavenly Trade 
zdriven on & maintain'd in heayenly thoughts: 
Fhovghts are the embrio' and. conceptipn.;.of 
ations, which alſp come under the cogniſance 
and goyernment'of. Religion. *Tis a com 
but. carnal principley and falſe aflertion,; tha 


thoughts are free : Joy are es indeed, from 
the jnfpect men, but: not from  the.gyt- 
and EI NR who:ſcarcheth the h 

and weigheth the ſpirits, Jer. 47. 40. and m 
bring every deerergbing -i nt, Ecclel 
ENY! 


#2.4:4+ (| Solomantells, « 
22y not onely. ation 
oughts are ror PE: ' Dent. 15.9 


weſs 55 hoo eg 16, 2+. 
rack, a dogs 
Fo, 47 
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and the very . thoughts as:well as words and 
lives of Chrittians, are to be brought under the 


"obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cer- 10, 5. Theldea and 


of every conſiderate ation, is firſt 

drawn in the-mind and inward: thoughts :- No 
work is ks pom done- that; wants. /przvious 
thoughts and conſidetation« Prov. 16.9. A war's 
heart deviſeth his way;he weighs, conſiders and 
deliberates about the way: he is to go'in, and 
the courſe of life he is to drive; be counts the 
time, coſt, aad every.thing that 'muſt £0 to his 
work. Prov. 31- 16.' She conftdereth a field and 
th it. So *tisin this Heavenly Trade; there 


, muſt be deviſing. of the way, ferious thoughts 


and conſiderations, howto mannage'itito [beſt 
advantage z how-togetin, and pur off wiſdoms 
goods ; how: to ſtrengthen. grace, to diſpatch 
duty, toobtain the favour of God, and dwell in 
his prefence 5 how to improve mercy, and how 
toenſure glory. The Heayenly. Trade yan 'ne- 
ver be carried on without heavenly 'thoughtrs. 
Inward working thoughts about God and god- 
line, are of wonderful uſe to fyrther a holy 
life: They warm and :chear the heart under 
troubles, Pal. 94-19. enga e and fix it on: God, 
and render ihis preſence» 'defrable : Heavenly 
thoughts fire the heart, and inflame it to holy 
14 roo Pſd. 1 39.7." - 39 and — 

ce preſervative againſt an, P 44-4 $ 
greatly uſeful to.encreaſeiknowledge; and attain 
he rpg 7 Dian"14. 4. 
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meaning of the word, looking on one ſide, and on 
thy ood fide (Faith Be: Former) and 'by this 
meansſhall come to a great thriving in know- 


ledge.. Mea will never be religious to purpoſe, - 


or be their crafts-maſters in this HeavenlyTrade, 
till they be more ſpiritual and heavenly in their 
thoughts Chriſtians, make conſcience of your 


_— ; the come to judement , wall 
your hearts -x As re they Ran. Fer. 4. 
and - watch your thoughts. whither they go; 
cheek your thoughts when they. begin - to 
wander; quicken your thoughts when flat; 
fix your thoughts when floating , ſpiritvalize 
them when carnat ; exerciſe them when ſloth- 
ful; ſet. them on their proper and profitable ob- 
jxCts, and hold them to their work in divine 
and -heavenly meditation every day, which: is. 
part of your Heavenly Trade,and hath a mighty: 
tendency. to ſoul-enciching, Pſal. 4. 4. Aſal-6 3-4. 


Pal. 104. 34: Gene 244 63% Pſal. 1; 2. Pſal. 77412." 


Pſal. 13g. 8. 
Mediation 1s a calling: in the thoughts from 


its ſtraglings and undue employments, , fixing. . 


them on, and holding them to their peculiar 
work: *Tis the travelof the mind in the ſearch. 
of ſome ſpiritual good, from ſuck things as du- 
oy and , providence: lay before it; it weighs- 
ings: and aCtroos in the 'ballance of truth', it, 
curns-things up-ſide:down, and looks on both 
ſides, and-through them, that ic may take a 
righteſtimate of thenr: ?Tis the running to and 
ſro of the-cogitations. to encreaſe know 
Dex 12.-4 Meditation fifts things and 
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to divide the flawer from the. bran, ; and truth. 
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from errours; -it helps to a clearer, and more 
ſenſible view-of truth and excellency,z with"the 


.- Chymiſt, it extradts the ſpirits and quintcſſence 


of things 3 it warms the heart, and fires the af- 
fettions, [raiſes deſires, engages the will, en- 
lightens and enliveas the conſcience, and helps 
to feed the ſoul on divine truths, to feaſt it with 
divine love, it draws nouriſhment from ordi- 
nances, ſweetneſs from promiſes, inſtructions 
from the creature, and good from providences. 


| 'Withont Meditation a perſon cannotreceive the 


good that's offer'd tohim, or a the good that 
is required of him. The Word preached.doth 
not, profit hearers, for want of Meditation to 
digeſt it 3 threatnings- promiſes, counſels, en- 
couragemeats, don't atte&t the ſoul; or effect 
their errand and mellage, for want,gf a ſerious 
and ſettled conſideration of them. O what. pro- 
fir might Chriſtians get to their ſouls, were 
more time _” every day in right Meditation! 
Believer, charge thy heart with this -duty of 
daily Meditation, which is as needful as Prayer, 
Reading, and any aCts of holineſs,and allow ſome 
time conſtantly each day for-this holy exerciſe 
of thy ſerious thoughts and contemplations. To 
meditate on God, bis Word and Works; on the 
Soul, its being, 1mmottaliry, duties, evils, and 
intereſts, .on the World, its vanity and e 
tineſs; on Sin, its nature and iſſues ; on Ho. 
'Jinefs, it's excellency and bleſſed advantages z.on 
Death, j and Eternity, with whatever 
might yield inftrution and profit: wy thy 
conſcience with the command of God, the pra-, 
Hice .of the Saints, the great neceſlity, .and 
T 3 many 
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many {raps go of this duty ; conſider the 
ant uſual averſneſs of thy heart to it; 
Shich doth manifeſtly beſpeak its ag ore 


and excellency; for the- more nature is-indif, 


gs a dony, the more of God' is uſually jr 

: think -#lſo of thy manifold lofſey 

" and ME rtgers thon haſt ſbſtained by ty 

on left bf it, and pray hard for the ſpirit ts 

y ſoul in tht dye performance of i; 

watt ints I can only leave with thee withott 

further enlargemeit, leſt it ſhould fell this 
Volime beyond? its deſigned bounds. 

Sixthly, 1f you would drive on this heavenly 
Trade, you muſt be keeping up Heavenly” con 
yerſes every day, and upon evety octalion x 
much of earthly Trades is, carried on by earth- 
ly diſcourſes, this way they drive bab{nity, and 
barter away goods : a _ many words oft- 
ot go to. chaffering; buying and felling: and- 

is it in this heavenly Trade Religion" is 
mich advanc'd by a ſpiritual improvement &f 
mens talk and coriverſes; this way id" the 
feattrs 'of God keep alive Religion in- evil 
times,*when other tielps were , 2Hul. 
4.16. Prov. to: 21, y this ſouls ' com 'to d 
pes att nouriſhed in their holy Faith, x Tim: 4.6. 

Apred, deal of good of hurt comes by «we 

hy pro O Bo miſchief Chrifttans 46 t6 

other by their vain, carnal aid ana 
rradoe af when they come 
Evil communications c ay: y good mantys, 'Obl 
15- 33. Whoſe word rat ar dots A cithiy, 
2 Tim 2. 17. ne way goes Satan'pyt of gh 
of his wares, even by Wifſdomn's —_— 
making 
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making them to weaken, cool, deaden, andcor- 
rupt one - anothers ſpirits, ſtir up, feed, 
frengrhen each. others carruprtions, ,  beagan 
temptations and provocations ta one angth 

to fin, by tagir finful We Get Tis og 


thick how. the work of ceales, .ap 
work of Satan pcoſpers, this way : 
come warm ſometimes from a Snowy and 
ſpoa caol'd/by.impertinent and.vain: Fl 
come from. 4ecret duty, , when. their PA 
arequickned ang raiſed, and | preſently deadned 
again, by. ſpjrit-quenching. dilcourſes. . O how 
many ;labqurs-,ot-the Saints and Servants of 
Chriſt, and-how many. ſtriyings of the Spiritarg 
overturned, and-come. to, nothing by vain. a 
rotten. diſcourſes! ng wonder the Apoſtle al 
us, The tongug -55, 8 fire, 4a world of imiquity ; 
defileth the whale body, and ſerteth en fire FA 
courſe of ugture,, ang is ſet on fire of hell, Zan, 3-6. 
Througtthe grgan of an unfttified rongye 
doth Satan. ſhoar his fire-balls .of- temptatiqn 
jato the hearts of. hearers :. are. you. atraid pf 
that fire which buras down y yaur houſes? be- 
.ware of that fire. that burgs.down ſouls to hell. 
\?Tis 00 ſmall part of a_ Chriſtian's wiſdom to 
Apeaki a ward in ſeaſon, .and to. order (as his 
converſation, ſo). his conyerſes to edificgzian : 
-Whenthe Apoſtle preſſes the Epheſiavs 0 wif 
. dom, Eph, 5+.17: the next thing he adviſes to 1s 
cg; ver- 19. by mens language are 
they i known-of what Countrey they are; fo 
: Are.porſogs |diſcover'd, whether Citizens of 
Fn ms World, by their ordinary and 
defir'd language. Tis ah x) of Auguſtine, he 
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went not fo willingly tg-a-feaſt, as ro a con- 
ference to reduce any that erred: He that i 
of the Earth, is earthly;:-and fpeaketh of the 
earth ;, he that cometh Heaven is above all; 
and what be bath feen and | heard,” that he teſti 
fieth, Fob: 3. $1. He will be ſpeaking of -hea- 
venly things, which he learnt of God: A 
good man out of the abundance- of his heart bring 
eth out good things *, for out of the abundance "of 
the heert the mouth ſpeaketh : The tongue is but 
the index and bucket-of the heart, that tells. 
men what things-are within, and draws ofit'of 
thoſe deeps ts others; menwuſe ro find out what 
metals are hid in the earth by the colour of the 
fond which the waters waſh away from .the 
mountains: if the ſtreams be low, the ſpring is 
weak; an empty heart yields empty diſcouries; 
By your words you ſhall be juſtified, or condemned: 
The tongue of the ft is as choice ſilver, Prov. 
Io. 20. in that it 1s enriching to thoſe that are 
hear it. The tongue of the wiſe is health, Prov. 
12. ,18. It ſenderh out ſound -and wholſome 
wordsto the ſtrengthening of hearers ; *ris ſaid 
of the bay. that ber lips did drop as the 
boney-tomb, honey and milk_ are under her tongue; 
* Cant. 4-11. Ad the 'roof of ber month like the 
beſt Wine that goeth down ſweetly, cauſing the lips 
: av'0 that are aſleep to ſpeak, Cant. 75.9. T 
htleſs is one reaſon of the little thrivings 

Chriſtians in communion this day, *tisfromtheir 
barren and carnal communications ; this ſtarves 
Religion both in thy own ſoul, and in thoſe thou 
converſelt with; tis not maintained by grae- 
cious converſes, and foul-edifying diſcourſes. 


I 
. 
, 
— 


deed. >S4A CE I ER. £5 72H, 


Yd ” 
Ll ", 


- + by . 
- P — 

& * af T” — —J 
GR” 7 RT | : aY: ”n_-_— : 

37 . , 

It 281 

. % ” 

m_—_ — 


all his 


Chriſtians, la this to heart > how can you bear 
the charge of alt that decay in godlineſs this 
day upon your non-improvment- of this part 


ofyour heavenly Trade? 


ly, Then do you carry. on the heavenly 
Trade, when you improve every thing to hea- 
venly advantages, getting good from every 
thing youmeet with, do, of enjoy. -*Tis fo in 
earthly Trades, all men. ſeck their gain from 
their quarters, Iſa. 56. 11. endeayour to turn 
every thing to ſome profit : And ſoſhould hea. 


; venly Traders be gerring ſome ſpiritual good 


from every thing that comes under their hand, 
and in their way, if ever they intend to thriye : 
this —_—_— with the great deſign of God in 
iniſtrations to his people, which is 

todo them, good. Who fed thee in the Wilderneſs 
with Manna, which thy Fathers knew not, that be 
might humble thee, ' and that he might prove thee, 
to do thee good at the latter end, Dent. 8.16. To 
this end are his providences directed : The band 
of our God is upen all them for good that ſeek him, 
Ezra 8.22. And this leads to the accompliſh- 
ment of the -promiſes towards Believers: 1 
will ſet mine eyes upon them for good, Fer. 24-6. 
I will not turn away from them. to-do them 
yoo, Fer. 32. 40- All their 'occtrrences are 
tunder a promiſe of working for good. 

All things, the beſt and worſt things of provi- 
dence, ſhall work for good to them that love God, 
Rom. 8. 28. And why is this? but that \gracks 
ous ſouls ſhould be expeCting good from every 
thing, every affliftion, as well as mercy, that 
doth befall themz and be comporting = 


282 ChadrcamnlyTrade * 
their capacitieswith this deſign- of God, by; an 
improvementof-all; ro this great end of 10 
advantage 2>What more good, "@ Lord !.. was the 
uſual ſaying of a godly man, when the Lord 
brought anynew \Fiction upon him,with which 
pO NAT + Phe and fromwhich he eyer 
got iritual advantage. , TR 
For thisend are graciqus. ſouls made capable 
to-uſe their mercies, tobear and improve their 
aftlictions to fome ſpiritual gavdz: they have 'a 
ps of grace planted-in-their hearts, -and 
div me light into their minds ; ahd-have re , 
ceived rules and inſtruftions of purpoſe, that 
they . might be'able'to reach rbjs end ; They F | 
are made men of wiſdom for. this end, that | 
they might hear: God /in affliftuon, Afic- 6. :'g. 
and ſte God. in mercies ; and are Skill'd int 
vine Chymiſtry, that-they-: might [extract the 
irit of providences, . and :good: of eyery .cop- 
ition, and mercy. | Twas ſaid of- pious 
Mr. Dad, be uſed to turn Earth into Hes- 
wen, by.\a\'wiſe and ſpiritual. improvement of all 
<iarthly: firs .: 'A bleſſed metamorphoſis ! ad 
an argument offexcellent skallrand- high attaiy- 
meat in-this:heavenly Trade, to. turn Copper 
'and Braſs} into. Gold, and to: convert '' evety 
Ting, :the:worſt chings to ſome good. This 
.FChriſtiang):is your privitedg, duty and intereſt, 
-foto;mannageevery affair,condition,occurrence 
.and experience; as to-help-on your ſoul-enrich- 
—_ ' 
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0 raelites, and de voted to 
of 1ſreel, and ſpiritual uſes, Dete2 1.12 
ing them-under the goverament. of the 


irit, isa good improvement of them is thig. 


is 
__ You that haye Ports and  habillimeats 
Mind, do not proſtitute them tothe pleaſure 
the ſleſh, andthe ſervice of fin, but reſign them 
tothe uſe of the ſpirit, rowards your enrichings 
with true wiſdom, and encreaſes in the know 
ledg of God, which brings falvation. Why 
Iprightly Parts and ſparkling Wir ate inlaid 
with grace, then are they as Apples of Gold, 
pitures of Silver, Prov. 25. 11. Ohhow amis 
ble are theſe endowments of nature, when ſea- 
foned with grace, when 'd with 
and Fr attkincenſe, and ahkied with the Pow- 
ders of the Merchant, Cant. 3. 6. 
-.. Youthful zime is anather priyiledge for foul- 
advantage; is,the morning of the ſoul's day, 
"the beſt and molt uſeful part of time, when a 
propriated.toGod and divine uſes: what ad 
Roſes for warmth of affeftion, and 
diſpatches of duty? whereas decrepit age, like 
_an_exmerited Sovidicr, hath wornout. its. ſer- 
viceable capacities ; and as the ſetting-Sun is 
attended with evening cold, and ſhadowy, and 
the claſe of working uſeful time.” O how. un- 
ſerviceabk: isold age for tranſating the, work 
of the new-birth, when - Coaſcience;.4s funk 
- down into thedeeps of guilt! when the affedti- 
Ons 
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yreengaged to other Lovers; : 


int amaninga workisGhe fabration df fner; 
F that ir deſerves a ſubject of the Choiceſt capa. 
cities ty be compleated in, and tranſacted by : 


and 
oor 
ripe 4 
ful pleaſures have the fiower of your time and 
—— leaving the” bran for God and your 
ls. - kid 
Youthat have of Body, and a health- 
Wl eyper, IT'S beſt uſe for your hea- . 
. venly intereſt. Are you ſtrong to labour? work 
- out your ſalyation; labour for tho bread that 
endureth ; you that have legs, uſe them while 
you hayethem, to carry you up and down after 
God. If you muſt cat bread in the ſweat of 
your brows, let it be the bread of your Fa. 
ther's houſe. If you muſt riſe up early, ſit up- 
late, break your reſt,exhauſt your ſtr let 
it not be all for the world, let Chriſt have fome of 
our ſtrength, before all be gane; yea, if you 
deg any, let Chriſt have all. 
As there are natucal yriviledges, ſoare there, 
idential priviedges alſo, which are the ca- 
pacitiesthat providence diſpenſeth, to ſome, of 
doing and receiving good on img as hi- 
berty, peace, plenty, with outw gr 


ftyow, if yan have frowns from God ?. Fl 
heath: up.thew ſwords, . aud God's be draw 


je a> rape pou ous, and fulLoftrouble. 
8 one iſ ff chy pteſenrBeace, 20 
future zronble, and - core the better 
when trials come 3 ſpegd nat. all thy ſtare. vac 
thy-praſent. Peace and Comfort, but ſave pat 
fragments for times of. need... God giyes this 
a breathing-time, that thou mayeſt hold out 
the batter 2m thy Trace ;/aud. fpares.thee a little 
veſt, that thou mayelt tbe! the fitter for ap. 
proachmg trouble, ' 

; Have: you' Liberty? take heed of yokes'o 
Sendage, ' Gal: 5. 1. andſoul-ſtraitnings. If God 
ſetyaw.ac large, do not impriſon your ſelves to 
Shework! anl.carnal:loſts : 1s thy body out of 
priſon? /Jabour to-get out [thy ſoul alſo, Pl 
42-7.  Areqliy (feet enlarged? get 'thy/heart 
eilacgedalſd,and run the wates of »his command. 
ments, Pſa/. 119. 1.32. Make the moſt: of your 
Laberty indgingferviceto'God, inattending-an 
his appointments, and in:taking all opportunities 
wohdoing @lyationwork,and enjoying fabration- 
-kelps: Be like:your Lord; going] up /and; down 


idojng;good, while yoo have:opportunity Fub-12. 
At 


wv. :35-'1f yon/haveſparetirae; or-canreduem 
-byUduble Uitigencofrom your nas hag 
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© for-God and his poopte in religious 
= Cylon. holy conferences : The 

"may wiſh for fack» 2 privi- 
Inn of theſe days of rhe 


nth yet a liberal - portion of the goal 

this life? is-your- gareer fall, your 
honey d, your cup overflowing ? lay 4a «he 
feaſt of theſe mercies now,” as wWinter-provifen 
to warm-your hearts then, whba' you mayor 
have them to *warm and refrefly your bodies, 
#nd lay them 'out to refrefh. .thote that want 
them, that they fray bleſs God, for/you, 1gho- 
Tifie Godin you, andprocuremercy for you. an 
the day of nved;) Make not thy:Kif a flave to 
thy abundance,but make ond Tremp cpmiotts 
ſerviceable untothee. 

There are Spiritual Privikedges too, the fot 
'of ſome, and 'calls for great improvements. 
There are Perſonal Priviledpes, the State"and 
Spirit of Adoption, jultificatidn of pevſoits, 
Fm; right to pardon and-peace with God, 

from res jr cis of hor 
Nervation in'grace u ito glory, many- 

Sock odony ſpiritual favours which thoulamls 

And there are 'Publick Priviledyes 

of acreſort/ God, communion of Saints, a plate 

in £50 of God'whouſe, avith vavitty 

ho nd Fobgpegenk enmacnag 
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Lations to behold them with worider; to 
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in the Courrs of the Lord, - Pſal. 92 13, 14. by 


bo ted gt yoemat agent peg. wait at / 


draw ont waters. of life thence for. your needy 
uls: For which four things are neodful, 
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and to uſe them with 
You that are plant 


fat and flouriſhing , content not your ſelyes wi 
bare peviledges, with dogs to feed on, diy 
bones, ba, get the marrow, juice, and fatteni 
vertue'o: all your advantagess Do not wi 
_— yo at ' the _ of your rich Lord, 
Dogs licking your fores, whea you may ag 
inand be healed. i 


Secondly, Ordinances . are another ching 
which Believers ſhould be getting ſpiritual good | 
from: Theſe are the golden pipes through 
which the Lord pours in the Oyl of grace into 
his golden Candleſticks, and Goſpel-Churches 

«4. 12: Showtes of Manna to feed hig 
people jnthe wilderneſs, and on this ſide their 
own , | Dent, $. 16. . Theſe are the 
Churches breaſts to fill and nouriſh her childreg' 
untolife eternal, Iſ«. 66. 11. Gen. 2.6, 10. Op | 
dinances are the Miſt, the River of Eden, by" 
which Cod waters. his Garden 5 Scriptures are 
the Mines, Ordigancesare the opening of them! 
to ſuch as dig for Wiſdom. A rable part . 
of this Heavenly Trade is driyen about the 'R 
commodities; ply them well, that you may g&'Y 
large incomes- of ſpiritual bleſſings through | 
them: Take heed ada oy bay theſe breaſts, 
or playing with chem, leſt the Lord put them 
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Marth. y. 45, Thehigher you 

-be' ſo ls lower in your own 

_fealleft Cedarsbow molt: | 

alted Angels rejoyce 

- Yea the Sonof God deli 

vant ofmeg121FmDwas a Privdend 

with and yer Counted - himſelf 

-theleaſt of God?s mercies, Gen. 32/10. 

bow much thy greater 'I am {faith Aſaxin 

foimich the- 1ayre 'I"luiboir; and the "more T* 

our, the greater Faw, Paul the chiefeſt 

Poltle, and yet-in his own eyes leſs chan! the 

Aeives -when': Goexalts: yook: -avd when yh 

'howhle yourſelves, God willexattyon.-:' 1 
"Have you erage world oe 

'up 7 the more you have;' 

\ amy Capt res -yovy mgt Earth, 'the 36h 
you may have of: Heavka: {The poor iw-the 
.world&may be rich in faith; and the-rich im! chic 
-world may'dv oft-times m faith i If God 
- give you muchihefe; - befearfub teſt he-give go 
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'F | Tiltte weſſels rliatiiave not fo much'4n-the: mercy und 
'yoyrence'of the! florm. Are :you Jow :16 the 

F*-world? the more reaſon yourhave: to lie: how 
ts your own ſpirits; aPrince's heart, and beg. 
-par*spurſedonot wellagree.: Are you! in-want? 
anake more-uſe of ChrilPsfulnefs:: *Tis bleſſed 
"aiſeryThat brings ſouls xo::Chriſt, for mercy's 
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2&0 The Heavenly _ rade . 
Ger. 39-175 And had, it-par-hern for Pharaty 
honſe be got ear go fear by the i 1 
of Phergob, Gen 42-.15-, As: : 5 
with the Diſciples, -he ' was f hfol god 6 
gious; but-when ance he. fell into evil cc 
and gotintp the, High Priclt,s Hall, he 
fell into that fearful fin of Geaying his = 
Maſter, Luke 22. 55- When 
ther, Peter fare down amongſt- : wy 
beware what. company yeu;come into, forth 
peace and-yeelfare (if not.the life) of your ſouh 
15 much. concerned i in it :' Have no fellowſhip 
te unfr uitful works of darneſs, but rather x 
if. 5-11. Prove 4. 15-+chap« 4.) Te) 
Chute not wicked company for —_—_ 
as.Lo: did with the loſs of his -t roars 
of ef be and a.dreadful ro; " 
15.36. Advantage was his-.end why; be « 
the plains of. Sodem, but loſs was the iſſue” of 
Ice.; $0. Balaam for Balacks goods, run ha 
ſe into thoſe temptations that coſt him hig li 
Gen, 4+ 8. Go not into wicked company &- 
cept duty, call you; - if you have God's warraiit 
you haye his protection 3 and if. by provi 
or ip, the way of. qpediener,! you meet with £ 
0d wi th ghem 31.7 be Sun (ſaith Dig 
vſits kengels, and 43 not_defiled.”) either | 
0%: of to. do,them good, as the. 
id 40, hex; Maſter, Naamen, 
2.40: the Prophet Eliſha for ;\cure, 
2: pu £214 by. putting a ſtop«to-their 
"fin, 2>,Devid Het 15-4:.4 1 fa Fun 
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| Gen. 37 263 27-Or by re & their 
Nebemiab did the ſinofthe'Nobles, Neb. 


4,,Orby 1 them if ignorant, as Pant 

Udthe: dbenians, 7-48ts 17-224 23+ But if they 
LB de-fuch like Sons of Belial, that the thorns can. 
| noe bertaken by hand, lecthem be rhruft aways. 
and:get:your ſelyes fenced that theyhure you 
notz3 Take heed of the leaſt compliance with 
them intheir fin. 0 a Tin: 5. 22: 'Be-wot'partabers 

other mens ſins; your own ate heavy enough ; 
Gncein not reproving, with any figns of ap- 
proving others ſins, e them your own. c\ 

If you enjoy good company, take- heed you 
miſs not of good, or meetwithevit from them : 
men have theit. evils; great" nien- are 
vaies wife, Fob 3254 And?tigeaſier to follow 
them down, than up the hill,and to imitate” their | 
; vices, than their virtues ; diſeaſes are more com. 


0 nagar Nu may-/1mpart- their 
ſickneſs, hut cannot their ſoundneſs. O whar ad- 
rantage hath ſin far its propagation, when it falls 
from the handsof meiy reputed. gracious? The 
errours' of .good men are not only | exam 
but arguments untottiers: to ſin alfo': If 
hypocrite, [other Fewsdiſlemble like. 
witty him; Gal. 2. 13- and no {eſ#>tmanthan 
Lander is; carried; away with: theit difſimnlk- 
tion. If they that ateiſtropg do but- "eatVin = 
the wedk will eat the"! 
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as implicie faith is in wegh th 
actions. you intend to after; let:r 
repunatiogbe your warrant. for imiarcn 


ar are Filecleaders, o_. 


mir ape The 


People canſe rbem to err, "Iſa, 9,16. S| 
y follow-thoſe they commend, ( y) and | 
much the greater they are with whom we ca 


verſe, ach Sev Senece) (z) themore is the d 

Ges good from good men, Rk. 

1s nothing 'to you : what truth you heac. 
receive;z and as Afeary did the Ant 

words, ſo dg. you ther gracious - 


anos Taman 
you are in x 
are aboye you. in- wiſdom and grate, be min 


| frift, cohear than to ſpeak: The 
cet pry rom ve 


ALLELES 2ET2Y OS —_ 5-2 rp — 


aw the abrving: attentive Chriſtian "nay 
&& woſt : in hot Chriſtiad ; who 
in the Summer, and gers 


man: A Coſt ; Adar« 19-: == and Alice. 
. demass and the woman of Samaria; Feb: 3: 2g 4- 
&. 4 11, 15,20," to Jeſus Chriſt, ' The engqui- 

ſoul, if - itbedone in; truth, and followed 
ſoul obedience, will be the moſt flourithiog 


©; "Seventhly,' Get good from your retirements 
as 'well as company , be neverleſs alone; tim 
when alone: Sometimes in purſzance' of Pre + 
———y be alone 4 when thou 
0 thy Cloſer, Afar: 6.6. Retire me maſh fme- 
= oy ered atdox0 ypirat aces to mers 
\pich him; a [fabe 6d in' the- field, Jacob" apes the 
eo, Ezekiel-by the river, Ulai, Poter upon [this 
Teads,  Chriſb \ the mountains, Abrahes in 
the grove" ;" Gen, 21, 33+ "Tre ow 
» i © ipboiv 04s Jeremy, 
perks fn bf 18 Dungran, 4 gg > - 
Whale s-belly;” are Orater its. 
. net beay me, faith Peter Adoies): nd mem 


oads and "Lao 
priſon again. Moor (oat frog, 


war talk, with 
FOE oy. 122, O-haw defir ls Docks 


q 


rent with Godto ſoul that hath taintants 
with him: An Song acked'y hat g 
he 'had- got wt rg, 
cancamerſe with my ſelf ; , mnch-more is it thy 
igtereſt to converſe _ God.” Tis _ of tt 
pious man, Mr.'WWi Se nh 
mas young, while the reſt bw or he Fam were 
their Gumes and Dancings, be would be: wm 4. c: Jr01 
ng. Mr, Greenham, when: at  avy # 
hk, ane 6 UDO þ 
_ ' that ſo be might more fr erje with 
God. Pſal. 119: 62. David would- "iſe arms | 
night /to enjoy «cummunion with: God. O the 
bleſſed ſeaſons that gracious ſouls have had 
Chriſt in their, corners ! how ſweet have th 
ſtollen waters of life, and bread eaten in ſecreh 
been to their hudigry fouls ! Prov. :g1417.! | If + 
walls of | this houſe. could ſpeak; (faid Mr. 
Kennedy) they could tell how many ſweet days 1 
bad mn afar ax erg God, «ndhow famili 


alone. re 7 mil are bir, and = 
ber - into the. wilderneſs, and ſpeak; 

her; | or ſpeak, to ther heart, (as nao, 
brew:) which wotds Stella bath this 
(4)God aveds wi-wieneſes thas' be: Jee-4s ſpeak 6 


- 
* a 
G 
* 
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vY and carking thou ofthis World, then is his 
a time to open his great wonders and ſexrers-to 
; ” Tal inerer mort peevaiting with God 
" wag lage; then was the time he'got the 
, : bleſſin th.” 32. 24, '29: | Petty was atone in 
er with God when he' fell into a"trance; 

J C70 1D. His foul was as it . were remeved 
ay the body for « time, (faith Beza) that be 
my proſe with God (c). "Elijah was' alone 
in ſecret prayer, 'when the- Angel broughtehim 
LS that refreſhing feaſt, in the-Frengrth of 'which 
* he travell'd in the wilderneſs forty days; 1Xing. 

4, to v. 9. Owhatam'L, (ſaid Mr. Paryich, 
"« 2n,. aftet He'had ' been'tnhny: hours' in 'his 
Garden alone, wreſtling with'God for his deſer- 
ted Wife) being dult and afhes; that rhe holy 
muniſtring Spirits ſhould be ſent by the Lord ro 
dliver a melſageto me ! telling one that *over- 

d him, that he had lial's viſion of Angels] 
cy 0 a hs augible yoree Sive him an anc 
E Lord of his' Wives conditjiony 

MN Won ip to whom,._'u hon importenity; 
d6ceretod theſe words, ab ſhe'was approach- 
e where he lay on the-ground} 

ighting noife of a great ruſhing of 

er, and with it a tmelodions 

lcome deththe the Lord Jeſus 

© hs Þr td merimes,' when he gets then 
into his Chaitibers.and "Wre elle Orhe 

{5 per IS may find©jn their ſolicides 

| Sampſon Apaip alide when he aw 

gey Inn the carkaſs'of 


Rad” 4 


*- a, 
_— — EC OY _ 


3o - The Yeavi v4 


—_ 


the Lion, Fade. 14.8. *Tisſaid of Ferome, that 
living in the wilderneſs, he ſeemed to converſ# 
with Angels. Contemplation (faith Gregory) 7 
the cleareſt day. of internal light , hen are ieir' 
diſcoveries moſt, when in a holy ſilence with! 
God alone: Retirement (Chriſtian) is an 0 ' 
rtunity put mto' thy hand of in- doot work; 
tis God's call into the Mount, Exod: 34. 2, y 
Be ready in the morning, and come wy in t % 
ing #yto Mount Sinai, and preſent thy ſelf there 
me inthe top of the Mount, ard no man ſhall cond! 
»p with thee. *Tis his command to a holy filend 
and ceſſation from other work, that thou mayÞ 
attend the moſt ſecret concerns of thy ſoul; 
Improve this time wholly in converſe willy 
God, and attending the affairs of thy foul : Thy 
i cr rn gp ctimaſe on ſoul-ſtats, 
totry ounds ope for eternity, ty 
be ſcare = into the Govets of thy heart, anf 
taking afull review of thy paſt life, and forme 
carriages, Pſal. 4- 4+ Then is the time to wei 


tim; to be ſtudying, the wiles of. Satan, an 
the ways of thy duty ;, the worth of godlinef 


dealings with thee, and thy carriages toi a 
the danger of miſcarrying, and the bleſſednelp 


of overcoming, and ſuch like  meditati ons | 


When you are riditig, or walking, or 


alone, invite the Lor Jeſus to, keep you C | ; 
P8Ry, to, walk and; converſe with you; fill up” 


yon Facune hours with ſecret prayer and me- 
tation 3 take heed of being at leiſure from 


Particular Calling, or lawful 


£ 
: 
'l 
thy mercies and duties, to call to mind Goc | 


IRS. T-3-0-8-8: 


' dutycemployment, either in. general ' or 
Eoployments, leſt 


Mo .4 % 
% 
AE 
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7 _- — tsthebeft Crabs, 507 
: being too rhach alone, the Devil ſtrike in'for 

Y compatiy ; no. greater temptation -can Satan 
find, than times bf ſolitude nor improved. 
+ Eighthly, Get good from occaſional objefts 
ind occurrences, which are not chance and-for- 
tune, as the blind world calls it ; but the pro- 
duts of divine wiſdom atd pleaſure towards 
Believers for their gobd. Alban receiving a 
rſecuted Chriſtian into his houſe,” and ſeeing 
is holy devotion, and ſweet carriage 3 he was 
ſo much affected with. his good example, that 
he became both, a Profeſſor and Martyr ; Fede. 
It was not, by accident, but divine intention, 
that Melchiſedeck ſhould meet Abraham to blefs 
him, and Shimei meet David to curfe him ; that 
Moſes ſhould meet F#thro's Daughter at the 
well in Midizy, and that David ſhould meer 
the Egyprias in purſuing the Amalekites : It 
was God put it into the thoughts of Sawl's ſer- 
vant to adviſe his Maſter to ſpeak with the Pro- 
et, by which tneans he 6brain'd a Kingdom: 
| was by divine diſpoſal, that when Foſeph was 
TW caſt into the pit, the Midianres ſhould paſs by, 
and lift him up, aud ſell him to the Iſbmatlites, 
and they to Poriphar. The Lord is carrying on 
ſome part of. his work, ſome piece of tnercy 
or juſtice, comfort or affliction by all theſe oc- 
currences, in which his people ſhould be co- | 
| workers with him, and be learning ſomething 
from per paſſage of providence they - meet 
with, and object they occaſionally behold. in 
their journeyings and purſuits of their occafſons 
m the World : What fruitful meditations had 
Sampſon from popalng the carkaſs of the Li- 
"Rag 2 on; 
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on, . and ſwarm of Bees.in-it in his journey 
Timpah ? Judg. 14. 8.14- And our Saviour fre 
ſeeing the wither*dFig-tree in his paſſage fre 


Bethany to Feruſalem? Mat. 21.19, to 23. Why 00d 
aletture did Chriſt read to his Diſciples upalf **** 
viewing the goodly Buildings of the Temple; v1 
Lice 21.5, to the end;. He beheld the Gy nds 
and wept over it, and improved it to. ſome is _ 
ſtruction to his Diſciples, Luke 19-41. He be me 
held people caſting is gifts into the treaſury, ae 


and | makes improvement of it, Mark 12.4 
'Some told him of the , blood of the Galilee 
which Pilate bad mingled- with their ſacri 
and he makes a profitable ule of it for his Di 
ciples inſtruCtion, Zake 1.3. 1, 2. What Sermoiy 
hath Chriſt. preached, -when he took his Tet 


from. the waters of Samaris ?_ Fob. 4. 9, 1d - 
from the Janna given to 1ſrarl in_the wilde. yy 
neſs.? oh. 6. 26, 27,31, 32- from the multþ or 
tades flocking after him for loaves? Chriſtian the 
if you wapld grow rich in ſpirituals, make fone "5 
ſpiritval improvement of a[l-you ſec, ; hear, meet - - 
with in your journeys, dealings, converſes in po 
the World : Thou walkeſt into thy Garden, g& hn 


ſame inſtruction from the objefts that thay c 
caſteſt thy eyes upon; Every herb in. thy Ga c 
det;preaches God to thee (b):.Thou walkelt 
intothe Field, go with 1ſaac's heart, to medi 
rate upon the creatures and providences of Gad 1 
thou beholdeſt there: Thou lookelt tothe Heas 
vens, let it not be only' as the Phariſees, to dif 


cern the face of the Skie, Matth. 16, 3. but to « 
Jee the glory of God, and his handy-work, F 
(6) Quelitetberba monſtrat Dew, af F 


Pal: 


1 x 


— --(sthe beftTrade, 3509 
Pſa. 19. 1- with the Chymiſt, extract ſome 


ood from .every thing thou meeteſt with. 
was ſaid of Jerome, he knew how to gather gold 


0] act of the Ml, and honey out of weed, leaving 
for TC aders 
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the poiſon How will men dig into 
the bowels of the earth, rack the - creatures, 
ſpend themſelves to get a-few ſhadows, and all 
the whiledo nothing to get the ſubſtance that 
endures! and this doubtleſs is one rezſon 'of 
ſoul-povyerty this day ; we trade not with. crea- 
tures and occurrences that fall in our way to 
ſpiritual advantages: Beg ſpiritual skill- and 
faithfulneſs to be improving all you ſee, hear, 
do or enjoy to ſoul-profit. | 

+ Ninthly, Get good from your falls and mif- * 
carriages : Phyſicians do ſometimes make poy- 
ſons medicinal, and fo doth the Phyſician of 


valve make the difcaſes of his people:rurn” to 


their healch. - Sin is the greateſt evil, and yet 
redemption-grace works good out of it. } David 
gor” good by his fall, it made him the more 
humble and broken in heart; drew ont his] heart 
in ſtronger cries after grace; made him -more 
watchful forthe future againſt the occaſions: of 
fin, Pſal. $1.7,8, tothe 12, Pſal. ' 39.» Pſate 
141. 3. Peter got good from his fall, by keep-. 
in an after-ſenle of the evil-of it on his heart. 
Iſrad by their departure from God came to 
loath themſelyes the more in their own” eyes, 
Ezgek, 36. 34. And Epheſus, by a ſenſe of their 
evil got this advantage, they could-nat bear 
evils in others; Rev. 2. 2. As fin abounds, ſo grace 
abounds nub more, Rom. 5. 20, | 


: X 1 Object. 
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Obje@t. If ſouls may get good from fin,and where 
ſin abounds,grace abounds much more: They 
why ſhould we be troubled for ſi, and watch* 
ing againſt it ? Why we not rathey (in, 
that grace may; 4 , and do evil tha 
good may tome thereof ! 


—— ec a << £  -»- —--= a x 


Sol. The Apoſtle anſwers this objeCtion, 
Rom. 6. What ſhall we ſay then, ſhall we continue 
i fin that (grace may-abound i God forbid; and 
Proves by ſeveral Arguments. | 

Firſt, That it cannot be that ſouls intereſted 
in Chriſt can live or allow themſelves in fing 
Becauſe *' | hh orcs” 

Firſt, They are dead to ſin,and therefore can. 

- not live any longer in fin, v. 2- dead men whilt 
ſo cannot live, but beljevers are dead to ſin ng 
longer to live therein, #5, Cooper, amplices, never. 
more to live in it; they may fall into it, be oyer- 
come- by it; but to allow it, to deſign it; to 
make proviſion for it, and to take vp encou- 
ragements upon Choice in judgment, to continue 
in it ; this cannot conſiſt withmen dead to ſin,as 
all ſouls in Chriſt are; for they are baptized in- 

'to the likeneſs of Chriſt's death, yea into his 

death, v. 3- That as Chriſt died for fin once to 
die no more, but was raiſed by the glory of the 

Father, v, 4. ſo they being really dead with 

Chriſt, ſhould live no more jn ſin, but be 

tually dead to it ; for this is the very end of 

Chriſt's death,to deſtroy the old man, the body 

of ſin, the whole power and Being of ſin in Be- 
lievers, to. be accompliſhed in its _ and | 
" MS . , | . 2 es, 
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| betas, 5: 


| Waies, v- 6. And Chriſt died in-vain; and hath. 


4 » * &© 
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loſt the great end of bis death, if they that-are 
in him can live any longer in fin ; for he that 5s 
dead 5s freed. from fm (c,) UV. 7. Hl day being 
put for iu21gles, by g Synecdoche, Piſcat- 
that is, abfolved from the 9bligation, ſervitude, 
dominion and guilr of ſin; as. an Apprentice is 
by Lawdeclar'd free, or ſet free from his Ma- 
ſter's rule and power. 


-«, Secondly, They that are in Chriſt are not 


oaly partakers of his death, and therein brought 
into a ſtate of death to ſin; but they are 
akers of his reſarreCtion, and by it inſtated 
ut a-life of holineſs, v. 4, 5. that now they 
ſhould live to God;-: which cannot conſiſt- with a 
life of ſin, v. 11, 12; ; 
Thirdly, - They that are Chriſt's are brought 
under grace, ; under a Covenant of Grace, oppo- 
ſed to the Law as\a Covenant of Works, and 
therefore cannot be any longer under the domi- 
nionand ſervice of ſin, v. 14. Theſe two Cove- 
nants being in that reſpect Tontcary, they that 
are under the Law as a Covenant of Works, are 


| "inthe fleſh, and bring forth fruit unto death, 
Roms. 7: 5. and. fot that end are Believers Tet 


free from the Law, and brought under. Grace, 
that they might ſerve God in newneſs of ſpirit, 
v. 6. andno longer ſerveſin, 

Fourthly, They are become. the ſervants of 
righteouſneſs, ſet free from the ſervice of ſin, 
Rom. 6. 18. : Your time under fin is out, 'and 
you have now no more to do with fin; you are 


{c) Fare &f falls abſolmi & manumiſt # precats cujus 
pins premebamur inperio, rh 
IF 4 ano- 
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anothers ſervant, and therefore cannor return 
tothe ſeryice of fir) any more; for yotrare now 


ſeryants to God, not for a time; but fot ever z" 


yon have deliyer'd over your. ſetves;fworn over 
your ſelves to be the ſervants of God'for- ever; 
and therefore cahpor now ſerve ſin: That's his 
firſt anſwer : You cannot, if in Chriſt, ſerve fin' 
_ any longer, nor continue in fin that gracemay a- 
bound : for if you can conſent to live in fin, 
yon are not under grace. "0 


Secondly; You ought not to do it, if you are” 


rational; *tis not your concernment-to 1in, be. 
caufe fin is art evil thing. -- 

Firſt, Sin isthe greateſt ſlavery in the world; 
v. 16. Yon are'ſervants to/fin,; and to Devils; 
ſins-are the works of the Devil, 1 John 4. 8. 
which Chriſt came todeſtroy ; ſin'is evil in: its 
{tate} *tis drudgety, and in its nature *tishlthy, 
abominable and ſhameful. | 

Secondly, It is attended with ſad iſſues here; 
it brings forth bitter fruit, v- 21. It makes the 
foul aſhamed -when awakened, toſze what he 


hath done, and it fills the ſoul with grief,” hor- ' 


rour and torment'; it breaks your loins, makes 


you' go halting to your grave ;' it- makes you - 


m_ of yaur life, and -fearful to die; it ſetg 
your-t 


teerh on edge, and fills your bowels with 
wormwood and gravel: Othe dreadfaletffects 


of ſm here ! which makes it no- way a ſouls in: 
creſt to ſin, 2 Coy. 7: 11. Pſal. Ft. 8. Pal. 38. 4. 
boar THy. 120. Pſel.'x5. 4 Lam. 3-19.” 
Thirdly, As the work is bad, and fruits are 
il here , ſo the wages of ſin is.death, w.: 235 AN 
| ak as the work is dons they ifhall-haye: gheig 


"was, 


mY 
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- to fly to Chriſt for pardon over thetn 


apes, which is alwayes paying, and never paidz 
they ſball be alwaies dying, and: never dead ; 

worm never dieth, and whoſe fire is never 
quenched, Mark 9. 44. This will be the certain. 


- end of them thar can chuſe fin, and live in fin, if 


God be holy, and his Word true. And can you 
then continue in fin, - that grace may ' abound? 
God forbid. It 

; © Chriſtians ! - get good from your ſins; ''ts 
be aſhamed of them, to grieve and montn over 


© thein;, to hate and loath them, to pray and cry 


againſt them, towatch and {trive againſt them, 
and free 
dom from then, to ſhun and avoid the OCCa- 
frons of them,to have no more to do with them, 
to ſeek and farther the death arid toral ruine of 
themzto prize graces,and love Chriſt the more, 
to be more artentive to his inſtruftions, and 
obedient to his commands, to bleſs God, and 
rejoyce in Chriſt ; when God doth in any mea- 
ſure keep you, or ſet you free from ſin, to long 
for Heaven and Glory, that you may never fin 
more, to keep cloſe to Chritt, andabide in his- 
waies,that you might be the more fecur*d from 
Tm, and fitted for glory, Ezra 9. 6. Zach. 12. 10, 
Exch, 36. 3 1- Ron. 7. 24: Prov. 4-14, i5. 1 Thef. 
$:22:' Epheſ. 5. ii. Epbeſ. 2. 5: 1 Pet. 2. 7. 
2'Cor. 5. $8. Afts 11. 23. This is to pet good 
from fin, and ro drive on the Heayenly Trade: 
That's the ſecond branch of Exhortation to Pro- 
feſfours. ; \ | ; [ 
C3, Coptifel.to Earthly Traders. - 

The third brancfof Exhopration isro Earthly 
Tradety *who gieet with breaches and diſcou- 
DAB 


rage- 
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ragements in the purſuits of - their Earthly- 
Trades. This is manifeſtly the caſe of England. 


this day: The Lord blows .on mens intereſts, 
makes breaches on their Trades, ſends in wants. 
as an armed man; Trade fails, ; a blaſt is on 
mens labours, -and the Nation becomes poorer 
every day : This ſhould be. for a lamentation, 


but few lay it to. heart; men murmyr and; 


complain; ſome- are dejected and fink in their 
ſpirits, others ſeeing God plucking their Idolg 


away, . hold them the faſter, become more cloſe. 


and covyetous ; others fink the deeper into. the 
world, turn more earthly and exceſlive in their, 
carkings and labours z others more griping- and, 
op ve; but few in appearance look ro God, 
akd make a right uſe of this ſore ſtroak.. \Now. 
towards a better improyment- -of this provi- 
dence,give me leave to propoſe to all ſuch theſe 
few Counſels, 


Counſel 1, 

Firſt, By your diſappqintments agg loſſes in 
your Earthly Employments, - be. convinced of 
the tranſcendent excellency of this Heavenly 
Trade (which you have, it may be, ip purſuit of 
thoſe, too much ſlighted :) There. are no ſuch 


iſſues of Wiſdom's Merchandiſe, if duly follow. 


ed: Religion breedsno ſuch worms to devour 
its treaſures ; Riches and honour are with me, yea 
durable Riches and. righteouſneſs ;, fruit 15 
better than gold, yea, than fine gold, Prov.$. 18, 19. 
Thereare no ſuch hazards in the waies of God , 
as here in my earthly buſineſFl am exported to: 1 
labour hard and can hardly live og't; I for WaFs 
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is the beſt Trade, © "725 
and bring in little; 1 eat, but have not enoughg 
' and drink, but am not filled; 1cloathe me, but 
am not warmed ; Hp wages, butÞut it into a 
bag with holes; 1lodk for much, and it comes 
tolittle, andwhen I have brought it home, the 
Lord blows upon it, F4p. 1. 6, 9. But *tis not 
ſo \in that Heavenly Trade I have negleed; 
thereare no ſuch diſappointments ; that 
ſow tothe Spirit, in due time do furely reap ; 
they'that labour for that bread, ſhall have ir 
given to them. O how do Wiſdom's Mer- 
chants youe when 1 decay! their faces 
ſhine, their basket is bleſt ; whatever they 
have in the world, *tis enough for them; 

. eattheir bread with gladneſs, and ſingleneſs of 
heart, 'and are from thoſe anxious cares 
and fearsI amalmoſt conſum'd with: 's the 
beſt Trade, I now ſeeit; whea all fails, that 
holds; when others famiſh, that feeds ; when 
others undo men, thatenriches them + O bleſſed 
Calling ! -thou excelleſt them all. This is one 
good uſe of your earthly waſtes, tp ſee the ex. 
cellency of Heayenly Treaſures. / 


[ 


Counſel 2. 

Secondly, See God in theſe afflitions that 
lieupon your Earthly Trades and Intereſts : Af 
Aiftton cometh not forth of the duſty *Fob 5+ '6. 
nor promotion from the Eaſt, or from the Weſt, 
but God is the Judge, "he putteth down ' one, 
and ſerteth up another, Pſal. 75.6, 7- 'Twas not 
the wind, the fire, the Chaldeans, or -Sabeans 
that undid Fob, but it was God thar took away, 
it was. by his permiſſion all thoſe loſles _ 
t! j _ 7, 


\ 


Feb 1. 21: This help'd Fob toadue deportment 
under his tronbles, that he ſaw God in it : - He 
doth not. fall out with man, or complain of the 
Devil ;, he\$s not angry wth 

with ftars or conſtellations, but looks to. God in 


all. Is there any evil, in the City, and the Lord / 


hath not done it? Amos 3. 6. 1 form the light, 
and. create. darkneſs; 1 rp -and create 
evil, iſa. 41; 7. tſrael decayed in their eſtates, 
and God faies, *twas he that blowed upon them: 
Men uſually lay it on thetimes; cry out of one, 
and - other, but few look to God, and that's 
one reaſon/men make no better uſe of this Rod, 
becauſe they.do not ſee it in the hand of a holy 
God. You:will never lay your hand on your 
' mouths, till- you caſt your eyes'on God in theſe 
troubles, nor take a right way for cure before 
you ſee the hand that ſmites you, Pſal. 39. 9- 
( 


Counſel 3. 

Thirdly, Search out the cauſe of them; You 
will not find the remedy, till you ſee the reaſon. 
Shew me wherefore thon contendeſt with me, Job 
IO. 2. Wherefore doth a living man complain, 4 
man for the puniſhment of his fin! let us ſearch and 
try our waies, aud turn again unto the Lord, Lam. 
3+ 39, 49:.'The Lord may well ſay to the- Con. 
plainer,' Friewd, 1 do thee no wrong, Mat. 20. 13. 
And as David did to Elixb, What have 1 now 
done ? is there nat cauſe? 1 Sam, 17: 29. Hath 
God conſumed your eſtate, broken your Trade, 
brought -yqu-to'a morſel of bread ? and. is 

there not cauſe ?. There are ſeveral ſins which do 
uſually prove waſting to mensearthly _ 
IN, 
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', Firſt, A letting-down of Religion, and decay- 
ing in this heayenly Trade, is uſually ' followed 
with waſtes on mens. outward comforts and in- 
tereſts, as hath heen already ſhewn :\ Godlineſs 
hath the promiſe of the life that now 12, as well as 
of that which1s 10 come, 1 Tom: 4-3. hen that 
flouriſheth, all things _go well: when Religion 
goes down, nothing profſpers- | 2 Chrexs 24.20. 
Why tr anſgreſs. ye the Cammanements of the Lord, 
that ye cannot proſper ? becauſe ye bave farſaken 
the Lord, be bath affe forſaken you. | For this let- 

ing down of Qbedience did. God (threaten! ro 
make 1{rael waſte, 'and,a reproach; to ſend evil 
arrows of Famine, and to break- the - ſtaff of 
Bread., Exzk, 5+ 14s. 16, 17. Becauſt ye milti- 
plied more than the > Nations round about you, and 
have net walkgd in my. ſtatutes, neither» bave kept 
my pidgments, neither. have done according 10' the 
s of the Nations reund "about your, you 
have iucreas'd mm abomination more thau the Hra- 
thens: and Nations round about you, | and have not 
kept theſe Laws, and.done that Righteouſneſs which 
they -beve done © [Greenbill,] Thovfore behold F, 
even 5; am againf thee *———Morevver, 1 will 
wake thee waſte,. &c; Falling back: intholigeſs 
will \make mew fall back. m the: world too, 
bring acurſeogther abundance; [+:Now this de- 
_&ay'\okReligion/4s.the ſyrof 'this day,-as [hath 
been fully demonſtrated. \- "ada x) 

»; Secondly, Decleaſion ia the w God 
hath been followed with decienſions A Cds 
reveſts.:- Mat. 1. 9. Ffrael, brotifht "1 God" 
Corrupt thug, the blind, | ; the 
worſt of the flock, and departed from:God's 
Ordi- 


curſe; (4) I will even ſend a curſe upon your 
bleſſmgs, yeal have curs'd them already, becauſe 
ye do not lay 'it to heart. To- give glory to God, 


(faith Ceceius (2) that honour and worſhip that / 


1s due to him : . They had corru Gods wor- 
ſhip, and God corrupted their feed, Mal. 2. 3. 
I will deſtroy-your fruits before they are ripe ; 
which Cocceins thinks was fulfilled in that great 
famine in C/audixs his days, mentioned As 11. 
28. They had made the ſervice of God con- 
temptible, dal: 1. 7 and God made them 
contemptible : Chap. 2. 5+ Therefore have 1 al- 
fo made you contemptible and baſe btfore all the 


people, CIND1 according as you have not kept 


my ways, but have been partial in my law : you have 


caſt on. my Ordinances, (for ſuch are cor- .. 


ruptions, &"B in God's worſhip;) and I will 
ſpread dung on your faces, Mal. 2. 3. Even the 
| mn of your ſolemn Feaſts, excrements. (f ) | will 
inſtead of ſeed throw ſo much dung upon you; 


even the excrements of your corrupt ſervice z_ 


as the defilement thereof ſhall even overcome 
and ruine you : For theſe corruptions in the 
work of God, did God ſtretch ont his hand 
over z and diminiſh their ordinary food, 


delivering them to the -will of them that hated 
them: Ezck; 16.26, 27. I bave cut thee ſhort... 


popizo July Þ & por | 


7 fc > « ſementis loco 3 7 Ah 
# plats Shrmsmiet 1 Jun. (7) nt viuue os dewes- 
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Ordinances, and the Lord brought on them a 
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Hot, 'CGreedhill]” thy Lewfut things, . (b) Sept:: 
God's worſhip is A name, wy which he is 
known and diſtinguiſh'd from all Idols, Exod. 
20.4. his glory," Rom. 1. 23. To corrupt his 
worſhip, is to defile - the place of his Throne, 
Ezth. '43- 7. and to'defalcate, and cut off his 
tribute and revenues from the earth : And, no 
wonder if God blaſt their Trade, who adulte-. 
rate his Treaſure. - | 

Thirdly, A covetous with-holding from God 
turns away the bleſſing of God on mens labours, 
and"tends to poverty. Prov. 11. 24+ There 59 
that ſcattereth, and yet encreaſeth ; and there is 
that with-holdeth more than is meet, but ut ten- 
deth to poverty. Many think that- loſt which 
is Jaid out for Godz and be-think/ nothing /but; 
whit goes to pious uſes. O; how ſparingly-.do; 
moſt fow, as if they thought- their i ſeed) caſt 
away ! and thence tis they reap 10 ſparingly, 
Z' Cor. g. 6. Mens former charity, rather like 
ſhowers than ſtreams, are dried up; and there- 
fore are God's ſhowers with-held alſo : expen- 
ces for God having been many, ſeems now bur. 
denſome, through mens ſelf-loye and unbelief. 
While Alexander had hope for more, he never 
wanted a heart or hand to part' with the, Frank- 
- Mcenſe and Gold he' had : certainly mens. Faith 
fails' when their Charity fades -:- Few: in their 
faarcity dare,” with! the Widow of Z 
give the hrit cake tothe uſe and. ſervice of Gods 
I Kig. 17. 133\14.”7 No wonder the barrel: of 
Meal and cruiſe: of Oil fails, *tis, Chriſtians 
yearineſs. in well-doing,” and defectiyeneſs.in 
(Þ) Stardom Gem wikis Lay, On 
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, pregnant of blaſtings and - mildews as ever. it 
Was.' -/ | bs 
.»-Fourthly, Greedy deſires lan World are 
oftentimes. fotlowed with: diſappointments : T4 
looked for much, Hag. 1. 9g. and it came to little, 
Gnpainre, Sept” To: look with deſire and /af- 
feftion. ?Tis mercy-in God; 'when mens hearts 
run too faſt after the World; to lay fome-blocks 
in their way; tohedg; it vp. with. tborns,: that 
they might not-oveftake their: Lovers (4). ;, Hal. 
2. 6 Thorns in mens - way :is ſafer than ſpear 
in their bowels;'and that would have been the 
due of ſuch: Lovers' when they meet. Crd 
toufneſs is the Hydropick 'diſtemper of+old 
aged profeſſion:.20 cure which,” the great Phy: 
fitian hath pravidentially preſcribe abltinencsy 


and in hisholy jeg thmade men to- read! 


eir-pumihnent The Lord lee 
© dangerous for: bis people - ro have much -of: 


their fin” in th 


this World; becauſeit becomes a fnare to their 


fouls; They that will be rich-fall \1me temptation 
and ſnard, 1 Tim. &. 9. Earthly things arg 
the'yery bane of Religion, they [entangle mens 
feet, and keep them from attendance 6n God iq! 
his appointments: The invited--gueſts had ug 
leifore toenjoy refreſhments for their ſouls, be- 


cauſe of their / interrupting. :intereſts, of this | 


World, Meth. 22.:5. The things of Heaven 
ſeem light to ſach.. compar'd with their othex 


_— 


(1) Spes is oculis, lufus is magibes ; Jerom, 2 My 
things + 
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ſcattering for God; hinders their reaping and F 
ring, Gal:'6. 9. This was; one-of thoſe Y. 
;-that brought a curſe and devonrer- 0n {ſr6+. 
e's encreaſe, Mal: 3. 9, 10, 11. and is ſtill a $ 
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- made light of | Chriſt's invitation 
Sd put menon ph rc wi Fwrng negtett of 
| God, and on ing thei omiſſions of holy 
$ dutics : They borer with one conſent ro waks 6x- 
: Chriſt:and/his people! would have 1hore 
- mens company, if the Wortd had leſs'ot their 
| SIG, O05! SIT = 
| Theſe earthlythings do: not only hinder: mens 
duties, but their -thrivings alſo under privr- 
Aedges: 'Tis- theicares, of tnis' World, and de- 
ceitfulneſs of Riches, that choak the Word, and 
make men. unfruitfol,, Marth: 23: '22, They 
' make careleſs, leighty; forgetful hearers., they 
hirider convictions, quench the motions of the 
Ipirit, take away the taſtes of divine: fweerneſs, 
and make all.'the attempts of: Grace fruitleſs: 
Theytake away the heart frown God and (1pi- 
ritual things; and ſo nouriſh formality and-Hy- 
, Pocriſie in profeſſion and duties, canfing ments 
'F [draw near with their mouths to God, when 
their hearts are far from him, Ezck. 3 3-3t- 
Iſa. 25. 13- This made 7udas,  Amnanias, Dewacs, 
' Sim Magus ſuch, hypocrites in Religion; be- 
'F cauſe they lovedthis preſent: World,” z Tim- 3. 
; wy 2 Tim.'q. 10. b-) "796 
h 
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is weakens faith, blinds the mind, ſtarves 

rules the will, and ſo mans: all 

F the royal forts-of the ſoul againſt Chriſt; by 
which the 'falyation of that foul becomes ex: 
ceeding difficult. - | 

Jy Andthey make proviſion for the fleſh to fulz 

fill rhe luſts thereof, feeding the carnal mind, 
boar mi nouriſhment to ſm; as thatit 
always $ the Holy —_— wins the To 

: cry 
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' Fifthly, Unfaithfuineſs in mens Callings puts, 
them our of the' way of bleſſing: and uſhers. in 
waſtes ontheir uitereſts, Adic:6. 10,1 1,12, 14, 
14-' The Lord had a controverſy with his Pev- 
ple, v. 2. and till this was taken/vp, all their F 
religious ſervices were to no- purpoſe ;, ſacrk 
ficesand duties could not prevail; or ſtop his 
diſpleaſure, till their fins were removed, v- 6, 4. 
*Twas not to: wait'on Godin publick duties 
was all that: he called for, bat tp do juſtice, ſhey 
u087 cy, and to walk, bumbly with bw, where 
they had been defeftive z and therefore had-he 
brought a rod” upon them, v.9. he had made 
them ſick ih ſmiting them, ' and would -make 
themUeſolate; v. 13, They thovid eat,; but not 
be ſatisfied ; and there ſhould be a.caſting doyn 
an the midſt of thei; they ſhoyld be- blaſted 
in their Jabovrs.and incereſts; they ſhould ſon, 
btt; not reap '; tread the Olive,-but not angitit 
themſ-lves withvit ; have farece- Wine: but tot 
drink it ; and then comes to recko! with them, 
wherefore. this was brovght- ypan-them ; Pa 

Aoirtt; 22> We rt rs ooh 
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wh oh wh 
deceiefil weights 
of wialence, . nd the | Inhabitants: thereof have 
ſpake her, and their t $8 dectitfuk in Phew 
- mouths. [They | were folk of wickedaels, and 
among the reſt, were falſe 20d deceitful, they 
didnot walk humbly with God, nor juſtly with 
men, - but were deccieful. in their Callings; had 
falſe weights, ſcant meaſurgs,, were injurious to 
others, and not juſt and faichful in their dea]- 
ings ; ſame'opprelied, others defrauded ; fagh 
as were over others were cruel task-maſters, 
exacting their labours, 1/a. 5- 8, 3. grinding the 
- faces of the poor, cating 'them up as bread, 
Pſab 14. 4. by defrauding them of their due, 
\keeping back the- hjre of the Labourers by 
fraud. aod injuſtice, Fam. 5- 4. which they do 
(aithone) who. give them not a proportiona- 
ble hire; working upon theic neceflities, ſuck- ” 
ing out the ſtrength and ſweetneſs of the La- 
- bourers, Dr. Adantox. A fin that cries in the 
ears of the Lord of Sabbaths, cries out aloud, 
"#e&c4 fears: and their groans are cntred into his 
+£ars, as a God of vengeance to require it, and to 
give hispoor a Sabbath; and reſt from their op- 
Prefligns , A ſinthat God will furely and 1e- 
verely puniſh 5 Afe will be 4 ſwift witneſs againſt 

them that oppreſs _#he Hirehing .1n his wages, 
turn afide the ftrangey from his right, and fear 
-met me ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Mat. 3. 5. Sins 
 join'd with Adultery, -Sorcery, and Swearing, 
-provocations in God's _ and attions'that 
inly' fewnot true fear of God in ſuch per- 
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changing their wages as Laban did Facob's, Gm Y 
. 31. 41. -Theſe God will ſurely take in hand; he 
will be both. Judge:and 'Witneſs againſt them; F 
he will not delay neither, but proceed ſpecdil 
to ſentence and executionagainſt ſuch as o \ 
their poor labourets: Of all oppreſſion, the ops. 
preſſion- of the poor: is greateſt, "and carries! 
moſt cruelty in it, to tread on them that are. 
down-already, and abuſe them that have nv 
helper-; to take the bread out of their mouths: 
which are ready: to- ſtarve,” andto defrand Y 
them of [their wages, which is their life, and 
God calls it down-right robbery, Levit. 19. 13. 
To build up- their houſes, and raiſe: up eſtates 
upon the ruines of the poor labourers, 1s to lay 
the foundation in blood, and hath a woe 'pro» 
nouneed againft it from the Lord of Hoſts, Hah. 
2.9 10, 11, 12. Fhis is one of thoſe fins which 
bring a peop:e down to the ground; and make 


them deſolate : Ye have caten up rhe” Vineyarh, | d 


the ſpoil A the poor is in your houſes ; what meat 
e that ye beat my people to pieces, and prind the 
Facts of the poor 7. ſaith the Lord of Hoh. Ha 
gates ſhall lament and mourn, and ſhe being deſolate, © 
ſhall (it upon the grownd, Iſa. 3. 14, 15, 26. This 
a God-provoking, and aneſtate-waſting ſin, and 
one of the great viſible, crying ſins of this day: 
Sixthly, Another reaſon why God conſumes 
the intereſts of men; and makesg:a breach on 


theic-Trage; ſeems to. be this; That by this Y 1 


means he might bringthem, dowg ta: his. footy} 16 
and bring them-back to himſelf ->Proſperityin,. © 
mens iftereſts feedstheir pride;and makes Us 
ta0high for God?s uſe and pleaſure; riches. do"£9 


Ws 


- 


Er 
f men up: ;Thine heart is lifted up becauſe of 
S | foro behold therefore 1 will bring peo | 


. 
© 
7 
thee, the... terrible of the Nations, and th 
[ fat draw their ſword ag ainſt. the beanty "of. "4 
LY dom, a4-they ſhud dfile thy brightneſs >. they 
1'& ſhall; bring thee down to the pit, they ball. defiroy 
4 thy; riches wherein thos , plerieſt, rand counteſt thy 
| beauty, Ezck.28.5,7,8. Men are apt to glory in 
& their riches, and to- givethat,reſpeCt to them 
| whichisdue toGod, and this he will not bear, 
| Þ but comes out in indignation againſt mens Idols, 
Yi Fer. 9- 23- Abundance of carthly intereſts doth 
; F alfo unfit men for God's uſe and delight; rich-in 
| goods,;, and-poor in grace; . proſperity in; the 
. world cools mens hearts ek yeh and lames 
their feet in. his way; Th the poor, of. the. 

{8 flock that wajts, on ». Zech, 11. 11. that 
\F preſs his Vineyard, and bear the heat and. bur- 
F den ofthe day, Fer.52. 15- When men grow full, 
A Dy re lazyz & when great; they. become fear- 
| | ro adventure for God : Grve me thy ſmeld ({aid, 
BY Epaminondas to his ſervant, when he had got. a 
'F greatſum of, mony) for now thou. art grown rich, 
4; am ſure, thou wilt. not adventure thy ſelf into.dan- 

es. - Smyrns, was the pooreſt of the ſeven 
Churches m3 but. yet, was richeſt in grage 
and ſerviceab eſs for God-., & know thy "poverty, 
but thou art ricþ, Rev. 2.9. This may be one-Tea- 
ſonhby the Lord makes this, Nation poor, .that 
he, might by this: make them, pure, . be melts 
away our droſs, that we may | be the. .more It. 
- bay L and rakes away our Lovers,that he might 
$- come inthe, room of them + 7 will bedge .»p thy 
Romy with thoris ;, ſhe ſhall follow after her Lovers, 
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hut” ſhall” not overtale "them; and ſhe ſhall fork; | 


'Feldbm return to God fally, till ſti of other: 
forts ; tot ſee God'ty be beſt, till their cots. 


Comnſel 4. cl 

Fonrthly,: If God hath made breaches on yours 
Trade, get the breach betweett God and you! 
ſouls compoſed ; Hof. 4- 1, 2. Hear the Word of 
tht Lord ye children of Iſrael, for the Lord bath a 
controverſfie with the inhabitants of the Land, be- 
caſe there is mo truth, nv mercy, nor knowledge of 
God itt the Lant, by ſwearing, and lying, al 
killing, and ftealing; and committing ery; 
eak ont, and blood-toncheth blaod. There'y 
a controverſy between God anda finning people 
(and ſnch are we:)Sinners'conrend with ,& 
God by affliftions contends with them; and till 
this controverſie be taken up, there's no peace; 

And Ft or all this by reformed by me, 
theſe things, but ws \ to me, then will 
I alſo wakk covtrary to you, will puniſh you 

ſeven times for your ſims, Levit. 26. 23, 24. Hew 
the tvord of the Lord Lay this'to heart, they Y 
that ſkrive_with him ' ſhall periſh; there is nq 

contending with God ; bow wemuft, or break 3; Þ © 
return, or beruintd : waſh ye, mike ye clean, pay 

47 the evil of your abvings, J/a. 3. 16. Get wall” 
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this Jonnout —_ cries for-re- 

turding-mercy;that the Lord would: ceaſe from 

his fierce wrath, and- turn: again, f0d beal onr 

#F Land, andble& our fubſtance; accept the york 
pESur _ ENDEARING 


It: oh MUG9 Connſal y 
Fifth y,. Grit: Gena Hoch Ges in yous 

; \ Eacthly Trade,co further. your:Heavenly Trade} 

NY - gather materials from your catthly- ru for 

| - your »heavetily building. -. :Chaiſtians;. there's 4 
$ card deal of good you may ger. fiiom' theſe; evil 

ings in theworld, to quicken your nn 
| texthe things of Heeven, . *; -.- 

-2oFirſt; a $0 Rs you may be” con- 
yinced' of --the: vanity and ;yncertainky :of - all 
things below-Gait: Men ate apt to take-up too 
inuch pleaſurerih their booths, till God ſends 
adevonringwormand  confitttes.then'3 and to 
ft down aiider their ſhadows with. 1grefte:: de- 
ligtit 3/alnd Ce Is them ow 
fhatiows tot Oy, t '£x pectations. 
menraiſe from 'their ſrrellin think- 
ing. their. niduatains-are - made. (o: . they 

;* thall not:-bemoved, till: the Lord by.ſome- le- 

\/ Telling RIC corrects their {0nd op1- 


Y 4 nion! 
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nioa !-and what ' dependencies :do- we vſually:: 
cake” up on thoſcuncertaintics; leaning ſo: hard 
on our reeds, till cheybreak undetrios; and fend: 
ſptineers into theearm'which ſtaies* upon them2:. 
Otrth&contentrmaent, -pteaſurez profit; men fancy; 
to bein creatures, ffiends, relations, honours, ! 
eltares, before by forfie: killing ſtroak they ſee! 
themſelves tobe deceived | Whar: mercy. is it: 
then'to meet wich diſappointments in © theſe 
groundleſs hopes, that we may come to ſee be-: 
fore it be too late, what poor, empty, periſhing s | 
things all the wares of this lower: world are:;* 
This way David came to have. his errour ſea« 
ſonably corrected. And Solomon, by a ſerioug 
review of paſt enjoyments, comes to ſee that 
all-was vanity and-vexation of Ipiritz Eccleſ.2. 1. 
Surely every man 'walke thin a vain ſhew , they ave 
Hiſquizted in vain; he beapeth up. riches, and 
kytoweth not who: fhall gather them, Pſal. 39.62% 
 'Serondly, Divine rebukes 'on mens earthly: 2 

- 4tntereſts, help them-to 'a diſcovery of thoſe ® 
{ins that procure them, Dent. 31.19. Aﬀliftions ” 
dre Carift*sclay and fpittle to open his peoples. 
cycs,-and to bringthem to ſec thaſe evils that : | 
havebrought hoi-deaths upontheir. comforts; *. 
and! thoſe worms thar thave''deftroyed- 
Their ſubſtance.- -'Times of correcian, are tines * 
-of inſtruttion,//Fob 36.8,9. When,' Jacob's Sons 
wereeut ſhort: of their proviſians,” reduced' to 
gremdiftreſs, and plunged in-ſore dangers;then 
they thought upon chlicir ſin, and wrong done to 
their brother Fofephy: Gen.42. 21-: Thentbey ſaid 

ta' andther, wirily' we are guilty.concerning our |. 


reker, in that wei aw the ang iſt” of fer ft . «: 
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when he beſc us, and would not hear, therefore 
is #3 diſtreſs come upon. us : Whence' one 'hath 
this note, Afﬀittion' 15 4 dark. condition, yet it 
brings much. light into' the ſoul: Men come to 
2d heir ltteriages beſt by the fire-lighr of 
affliction ; then'Manaſſeb knew that the Lord way, 
Ged,.: 2 Chron. 33 13. Now the foul comes to 
ſee his 'abule of. theſe mercies he hath loſt, his 
'inordinate love to them, and wandrings from 
God, and this helps' toafter-wiſdom, and grea. 
" ter freedom from theſe entanglements for the 
time to come, which is no ſmall advantage to 
furure godlinels. 
» Thirdly, "By: this loſs of earthly things, the 
ſoul comes ro {ee'a neceſſity of looking after, 
aud enſureing better treaſures :  Heb.13. 14. Here 
hige-we no/contitthing City, but we - feek one that is 
1060me.  Uncertainties on Earth ſhould put ſouls 
the more to look after Heaven, - The Prodigal 
Y never -thought of -returning till. all was gone, 
"Lathe 15. 14-t0 verſe 18. The Steward never 
confidered” how-to ſecure his'future ſtate, til] 
goods were waſted,: and Stewardſhip in datiges 
 ofrtmorval, Luke 16: 1, 2, 3, 4. Think of ſwin- 
* | _— (ſaid Mr. Rutherford ) after a ſhyj- 
rack. "Tis. merey in this ſtormy Sea to get 
ſeed wind, for noe of the Saints get a firſt. This 
advantage indeed, when bayingnockibg, you 
eek to enjoy"all'things;; ant when the world 
"flies from-you;"to-purſue Heaven the faſter. 
"- Coulda "Heathen fay; 7 never part'd more than 
-when. 1 loft a5, becauſe ' hisſhipyrack became 
-4.: the of-obtaining knowledge z and will 
FT -nor you Chriſtians by your earthly _— 
M413 Q- 
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339. _—_— | 
progoked to makeafter heavenly intereſts ? aiereſts 2... 
Fourtbly, patein the world haye an advan- 
rage thr to. loolkkg the; heart from: 
the world. iqns on menseſtates are: like Y' 
wormwood. a the breaſt, that tends to wean 
the hearts of children from them : py. 
of the world. hath been the fin of this Age 3 and 
the ſhipwrack. of worldly things is; the likelieft 
way to cure it ;,.this diſeaſe is beſt conquered by 
faſting- Ablence of Lovers is. ſometimes the 
way to ſtarve affettions; and poverty with: di. 
: ſtreſs is God's uſual method. to chaſtiſe. mens 
wanton affettions to this world. Afﬀiction 
when ſanRified, are Santuary-fire to puige 
pyibeey drols of our affeftions, Ada. 3, 3- 
Soo Lenlargement i is anQther fruit of fn 
a 6d agus {oa help tothe heavenly trade: 
Chriſtians arenexer fit to make any qgatn in the; 
y.t0 Heaven, 3 until their; hearts: be 
119. 32- Eplargements?in the Sr] are 
o Hines bends the forl; He that hath moſt 
the Earth, . hai ol hs leaſt -hberty for Hes 
ven. DA ha erg the intereſtof 
his \peop h,but knock aff golden fetters 
Fon nh wa ev that be may;bxing their ſoul 
out-of priſon, Affticting Providepces. are God's: 
Fn ao nther way LS 
Lin their tun tow 
'O how umprifo NY ed ſouls in- the 
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Ng ay: Ke ix employmenss Jets then at b- 
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the taking off of a heavy cloak-bag_trom rhe 4 
ſhoulders of Sien's Travellers, that they may 
thetmore comfortably travel to their jourtieys. 
end. "Good ſonls, whites Crouded with eatthly 
buſineſſes, are like perſons in the midft of 4 
thicket, and thotny gtove, when they would 
be going forward, one briar hangs in their skirts, 
and another thorn ſtops their way; ſo that 
when God takes oft their intereſts, he doth but 
cit 0nt a way forthis children ro pafs'the more 
- comfortably and ſwiftly through the brakes of 
this world, and lighten the veflel that it mi 
fail faſter and ſafer to its deſigned port; and is 
| not this advantage ? 

Sixthly, Sweerer -reliſhes of heavenly things 
are to Believers the bleſled iſſues of the world's 
bitterneſs : Harſh Providences on earthly. com- 
forrs make heavenly- things the more 'pleaſanr. 
Men ſometimes engraff ſweer fruit on trab-tree- 
ſtocks, and God gives honey to: bis children at 
the top of the rod, Pſal. 94. 19. [The thorn is 
one of the moſt ciryſed, und angry, ' and crabbed_ - 

. weeds, and yet out of it ſprings the Roſe, Ruther- 
fora. The fweet-meats of this world do too 
often putChriſtians pallats out of taſte; to cure 
which,doth the Lorddifh ont his daintieſt meat 
with ſowre ſauce::- Heavenly Things never reliſh 
better, than when there is leſs fiytetyeſs in the 
theature. What 2 value did David put © upon 
- immune Sen ſtript of all.!”'P/al. 63. 1. 

30ſpel comforts mil not down' with ſiich as are 
«hoakt with the world's delicacies; but when 

.- *phce-the Saints are - emptied of the world by 

© crvl3 providences,then is Chriſt precius:&is _ 
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3: @CTheYeavenlyTrade  Þ — 
is a help to Heavenly Traders ?., O then! the. 
more crolles you meet with in the world, the 'F Tra 
more haſte do you make to your Crown. Doth ſtra 
the world fly from you? purſye | Heaven the, 


faſter. Doth gain fall ? then advance godlineſs :- 

And if your gettings' from Earth- be ſmall, lex | 
your layings out for Heaven be great. And thus c0\ 
much for the third Branch of Exhortation. | cal 


4th. Advice to ſuch as are fallen. :batk, in Religion, ſol 


Fourthly, A word to ſuch as have begun this: | da 
Heavenly Trade, and are fallen back : This is lo 
the caſe of ſome, and may be of more in' this PÞ( 
hour of Temptation. and Apoſtaſie : : There are br 


ſome have begun in the Spirit, and are nowend-” WM 'm 
ing in the, fleſh ; who have made a fair;ſhew h 
ſeem'd to be: ſomewhat, and like blazipg co-/Y fi 
mets, drew the eyes of admirers on them for a G 


that haveleft the very form; others that have 

loſt the power and life of godlineſs: Many: have 

laid down their Lamp.;.,but more have ſpent 

their Oil, and are almoſt cometo a ſnuff : Some 
have ſhut up ſhop, are quite gone, and have ta- | 
ken-their leave of Religion, reſolving to returg | 
tio more, unleſs ſafety, credit and intereſt return 
with them :"Qthers yet. ſtay, keep open ſhops 
but have little goods; decay daily, and are up- 
on the breaking hand, a waſte is on- their 1n- 
tereſts, they have loſt their, firſt love,decay'd in | 
Ipirituals ; faith, hope,love, zeal, delight in God, -- 
andliveljnzſs for him are .quite loſt; as hath 
- been denonltrated in the ule of Lamentation-? 
| | f " 
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time, and then fell down. to the Earth. Some f 
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4. isthe bet Trade. 333 
ba The deſign of this: head is only to offer ſome 
advice towards the recovery of decayed broken 
Traders : In which, s/hitherto, for berter illu- 
ſtration, I ſhall keep to the metaphor in the Texr. 


. Advice 1+ 

My firſt Advice toſuch in order to their re- 
covery,' is to be deeply 'afteted with their evil 

caſe, } 
Firſt, Conſider, *tis no ſmall change for aper- 
- fontthat hath lived well, been in reputation with 
God and men, fared delicionſly,: been uſed to the 
dainties of God's houſe, and delicacies of. his 
love; have taſted the heavenly gift, and the 
Powers of the ;world. to come 3 now: to be 
brought to penury;.and ſcarce meet with a frvcet 
' morſel from day [to-day ; to | be: put off; with 
husks and dry bones;-and the crumbs that fall 
from. their Lord's Table ; to ſtand -at his door, 
or to wait without for ſome ſcraps, when-the 
friends of Chriſt, and Wiſdom's thriving Mer- 
chants have their marrow and fat things; - this 

is a great change. dg ri 40t 6 gg 
For ſuch, as were. wont to. have: a place 
amongſt them that ſtand by, to converſe with 
the Father of Spirits, to be let into the Pre- 
ſence-chamber, and have the viſits of the Com- 
forter, and ſpiritual fellowſhip of Saints: Now 
to be laid aſide, and ſcarcely look*d-upon with 
a divine glance from day to.day, no enter- 
courſe with God, -or fellowſhip with-the Spirit, 
from one Lords dayto another, but to be. only 
| compatiy for formahſtsand hypocrites, and ſuch 
- - 4852 Without ;, this-432 great change. | O get 
BY ) thy 
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thy heart deeply atfefted with ir / +18 
Secondly, Think alſo how unlovely, offenſive 
and diſpleaſing an objeCt in the eyes of God, x 
withered, decayed Profcfiour is; bis foul tak 
no pleaſure in him, Heb. 10.38. He doth not care 
for the company of ſuch, they are a burden ty 
him, he loves no more to ſee them, than men 
do N= 14 107 bet haufes, and rotten trees 
in their garden ; he bethinks the place they ftand 
in as cumbring the ground, Luke 1 3.7. he counts 
them unworthy of the Kingdom of Gad, having 
t their hand to.the Plough, and then look 
Þack, Lake 6. 62. Nothing. more troubles his 
foul, "than a lukewarm temper, that was.outd 
burning in love,but now is-nerther hot ner cold; 
ſach ride on the ſtomach of Chriſt, and make 
him down-right ſick, till he hath vomited/ them Y, 
out into the dunghill from whence they came; 
and is not this matter of trouble to a ſenſible 
heart ? *Rev: 3. 16. | 
Thirdly, Such have little deſirableneſs in the 
eyes of men alſo. Who cares to deal with bro. 
ken Merchants ; or up company with ſpend- 
thrifrs, thathave waſted their eſtates, and are 
come to nothing? no more do gracious fouls 
care for converſe with backſliders. Decayed 
Profeſſors arelike broken veſſels in whom there 
isno pleaſure; and as a withered hand, or bro- 
ken bone in the body, which hath loſt both its 
uſefulneſs and beauty. A broken Trader iwRe- 
ligion is valued by none z the men of the'world 
cannot endure him, becauſche hath beeh 'Seam- 
ingly godly; 'and Saints cannot love hiqi, be- 
cauſe he"is not really gracious: Such, a 
olom 
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Heaven aud Earth, as anworthy. of either; and 
28a perſon held .in a Rrair pallage, cannor} go 
forward nor hackward,he caanat go far engygh 
' tokeep pacewith the prophage, nor- go- hack 
to fill up his place with rhe pyons 5 the Saints 
reject him, the wicked will not. receive him: In 
{ch a- pitiful caſe is a withered decayed ſank, 
he hath _—ATIS in him for which he ſhould 
be deſired. | / 
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- Treaſures that Profeilors are in chaſe of, and 
mhichchey ſhall wrely have, if they be fincere 
ich, by their backſkdings (if. uncurd) they 
aredepriv'd: O whocan count the ſam, and 
Þ ry es wexth. of theſe glotious things /they 


ſhort ofs who, fall. back, and- go. dew in- 
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Chriſtianity, till they come to nothing ! - +» 
Fifthly, Their caſe is dangerovs alſo, and theit 
woun4 hardly healed; not one of many that fall 
back in Religion, if they go far, recover again, 
Foh. 6. 66. From that time rhany of Fe OETS 
went back. , and walked no. more with him: 
Fudas, Simon Mapus, —_— - Alexander, Di. 
mas, went off- from Chriſt, they returned ns 
more : Fobn tells us of ſome that went ont 'from 
them, and thereby declared that they were not 
of them. 1 Foh. 2. 19. They went out from us, but 
were not of us, for if they had been of ut, 
they would no doubt have continued with us. The 
Apoſtle ſpeaks not of ſuch as fall out of infirm 
ty, falling in the way, which gracious ſouls may 


do, both falling into ſome ſin\for a time, as Pe 


ter, and fall back by ſome abatements 'of grace, 
as the Church of Epheſus, yet be recovered; 
fach he intends not here; but thoſe that fall 
out of the' way, both totally and- finally, - theſe 
recover no more. | 


Queſt. 1f perſons that fall back in Religion aftet 4 
high profeſſion, may never be recovered again; 
how may one know if he find decaies, and falling 
back in Religion, whether he be one -of thoſe that 
ſhall never be healed or recovered more ? This 


is my caſe, I find great declenſions im " ſod 
r ve te 


. andconverſation, and I fear I ſhall neve 
ſtored, but wax worſe and worſe, -and periſh at 


Sol 1. Firſt, Are not' thy *declenſions thy 
choice, upon judgment and confent; but gy” 
hoy 3 the 
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the itanding bent of thy heart ? the renewed 
purpoſes of thy ſoul through Chriſt : Thy er- 
rour isnot thy aim, thou doſt not deliberately 
contrive thy -departure from God, but haſt a 
ſecret would riot againſt every backſliding ; then 
thy backſlidings ſhall be healed again, Pal. 119. 
v. 10. Rom. 7: 19, 25. be WK pes Bee # 
Secondly, Are thy backſlidings and ſpiritual 
decaies thy ſoul-trouble, and reſtleſs burden, 
becauſe of thy diſtance from God as the God of 
Grate, and Father of thy Mercies ; and becauſe 
of the injury thereby done to thy graces and 
inner man, and from an enmity in thy na- 
ture againſt ſin? Then there is hope in Iſrael 
concerning this, that thy backſlidings ſhall be 
healed, Rom. 5, 24. Pſal. 5. 1,7. Luke 15. 21: 
Gal. 5.17. PLAID i 
Thirdly, Are thy backſlidings after thy Ef- 
fectual Calling, and thy ſincere choice of Godto 
be tliy peculiar and atone portion ? Thou canſt 
appeal to the ſearcher of hearts, that thou haſt 
taken the Lord to be thy God and only Trea- 
ſure here, and to all eternity to be thy laſt end 
and chiefeſt good; and halt taken Chriſt to be 
ey way, truth and life, thy Lord and 
righteouſneſs; and haſt made a full and aCtual 
furrender of thy ſelf and thy All to God in ex- 
change, to be preſently, unreſervedly, and eter- 
nally his, and not thy own, to be led and go- 
verned by him only : If ſo, thy after-errours 
cannot make void this Covenant, but are, under 
a promiſe of healing ; ſuch cannot ſin unto death, 


becauſe the ſeed of God remaineth in them, 1 Fob, 


3-9. They are undertaken'to be kept; that th'zy 
Z ſhould 
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ſhould not totally and finally depart from him, 
Fer. 31. 18, Iſa. 57.18. Fer. 3. 1422. Ho. 14.4. 
Ter. 3.2. 40» * 

Fourthly, Art thou reſtleſs in thy back. 
flidings, until the Lord doth heal thee ? thou 
canſt give himno reſt till he eſtabliſh thy ſoul, 
and be as the Dew to thy dry and barren heart : 
When God fets a Soul a crying, it's a fign he will 
hear : Fer. 30.15, 17. Ja-lg. 22. Aman (faith 
Mr. Dod,) can never be in a bad condition, exceyt 
he bath a hard heart, and cannot pray ? Will be 
delight himſelf in the Almighty ? Will he alwait 
call upon God ? Fob 27. 10. Backſliders in heart 
are heartleſs in prayer; as they decay, ſo do 
they reſtrain prayer, Fob 15. 4. Ye have ſaid, it 
is in vain to ſerve God, Mal. z. 14. As fin be- 
conies more delightful, ſo duty becomes morg 
burdenſom, cold and formal; buta gracious ſoul 
that ſhall be healed is-importunate with God, 
and will not let him alone, Exod. 32. 1o, 11. or 
let him go until he bleſs him, Ger. 32. 6. The 
worſe his condition is,the more fervent his cries 
are z the more his Piety goes down, the more 
his Prayers go up, Pſal. 6. 2. Such a Soul ſhall 
be healed, who would be healed; where he 
works to will, he will work to do. 

Fifthly, Are thy Vitals ſound under all thy 
decaies ? then thy conſumption is not mortal: 
Is thy heart ſincere ? thon canſt not hide or re- 
ſerve iniquity, but walkeſt before God in truth 
thy defires after graceare not feigned, Pſal. 17. 
v. T. Thy love to God is not pretended, lip- 
love, but real ; thy faith and love are not whol- 
ly gone, tut maintained in the truth thereof, 
| though 


' ts the belt Trade, 539 
though abated; thou canſt not let God go, but 
haſt a ſecretreſt on him, and reſolyed recum- 
bence on his grace and faithfulneſs. There is 
hope of that Tree, though it ſeems to be cur 
down, that it will ſprout again, and the tender 
branches therof will not ceaſe, Fob 14. 7. 

Sixthly, If under all thy decaies thou findeſt 
a humble heart and contrite ſpirit ; thy back- 
flidings make thee lie low before God, and to 
become more vile in thine own eyes every day; 
thy ſoul-poverty makes thee poor in ſpirit alſo, 
rating thy ſelf beneath the leaſt mercy, and 
judging thy ſelf unworthy of all that patience, 
ptiviledge and mercy ſhewn to thee; thou doſt 
not fret at aflifting providences,nor charge God 
fooliſhly, but beareſt his indignation, juſtifieft 
his diſpleaſure; and wondereſt at his forbearancez 
then will revivings come again, and recovery 
after thy falling back, Dan. 9. 7, 23, 25- Mat: 
5. 3. Iſa. 57.15. 

But onthe other ſide, There are five dangerous 
ſymproms of falling back, that ſhall hardly be re- 
; ſtored, | 

Firſt, If thy falling back be before thy falling 
in with Chriſt in truth ; thy decaies before thy 
quickenings, then”ris dangerous: If thy build- 
ing were on the Sand, and the toiyring heights 

thy frames and profeſſion from which rhort 
art fal'n, were only ſtructures of thy own 
raiſing, in which the ſanftifying Spirit had no 
tand; then thy decgies are not likely to be re- 
paired. Art thou a ſtranger to the new birth, 
atid to any inward change upon thy ſorl'? 'the 
principle of ' thy new — — 

2 i 
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iS {till an old heart : Thou never didſt take the 
Lord for thy God and only Treaſure, nor 
hadſt to this day any heart-union with the Lord 
Jeſus; then thy fall is dangerous, Mart. 7. 26,27, 
I Fobn 5. 14. 2 Tim- 3+ 5+ | 

Secondly, A falling off from the foundation is 
dangerous : When men depart from the Faith, 
turn to another Goſpel, and deny the Lord that 
bought them, fall from the Doctrine of Grace 
after enlightenings, to a Cevenant of Works, 
laying the foundation of Salvation-hopes upon 
creature-performances and improvements, when 
they go from the Rule of Faith and Word of 
Truth, to natural light, and ſeducing ſpirits, 
which have not their evidence and approbation 
from the Scriptures. When perſons at once 
diſclaim dependency on the true foundation and 
diſpoſal by the Rule of Righteouſneſs *tis much 
to be feared whether ſuch ſhall be reſtored, Gal. 
I. 6. ch. 5. 4. Heb. 10. 26, 39+. 2 Pet. 2. 15, 
Heb. 6.4, 6. 

Thirdly. When men make Merchandiſe of the 
Truth, and ſell their Profeſſion for worldly in- 
tereſt, having loved the reward of iniquity, and 
made a ſwap of their Religion for advantage- 
ſake: This is a mighty provocation to the 
Spirit, when men can ſell themſelves to work 
wickedneſs, and valve the great things of God's 
Law, of his Truth and Salvation at ſo low a 
rate; to part with them for a meſs of pottage, 
and the dirty Cabals of this world: *Tis ſeldom 
that ſuch find repentance, though they ſeek it 
with tears: See Fadas, Simon Magns, Balaam, 
Demas, Spira, What remarks of furious indig- 

nation 
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nation God makes ſuch Apoſtates to be, who 
can part with their Religion for worldly in- 
tereſts! 2 Tim. 4- 10. 1 King. 21.20. 2 Pet. 2, 
3,15- As 1. 18. 

Fourthly, Backſliders in heart ſhall ſurely 
periſh, and be filled with their own ways, Prov. 
14. 14. when falling back is upon choice, and 
with delight, like a deceitful Bow that is then 
at reſt when its ſtring is broken, Pſal. 78. 57. 
Whena man caſts off Religion as one doth tis 
burden and a bealt his yoke, Jer. 5. 5- and is 
glad he is rid of his troubleſome work, as one 
that is got out of priſon, Rom. 1. 32. This ar- 

ues a ſpirit of Bel:al, and a dangerous ſtate : 

any have taken up a Lamp upon conſtraint, 
or faſhion, or intereſt, or for companies-ſake, 
as the fooliſh Virgins did, Prov. 14. 14-Pſal.78. 57. 
fer. 5. 5- Mat. 25. 1. But when opportunity hath 
offered it (e1f fora fair riddance, they have ſoon 
appear*'d what they were by their chearful re- 
turns to Egypt, and the broad way of errour and 
looſeneſs, falling in with other intereſts, and 
finding pleaſureinit: Now the world, reputa- 
tian, and pleaſure take away the heart, and they 
are well-pleaſed with other Lovers; this is a. 
bad ſign ' of a deſperate ſtate of mariſh-ground 
that ſhall never be healed, Exch. 47. 11, 

Laſtly, When perſons are prejudic'd againſt 
the means of recoyery, hate them that rebuke 
them in the Gate, Amos 5- 10+ ſhun the light, 
and cannot endure thoſe that would reclaim 
them from the error of their way,: ob. 3; 19- 
their hearts riſe againſt any attempts.to reduce 
them, Amos 7. 10. cannot bear them that are 
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ood, flight and hate the people of .God, they 
ormerly loved, avoiding their company 3. jeer 
and reproach thoſe miniſters, people and ways 
they once took pleaſure in: this ſhews a dan- 
Serous ſtate, ſuch a perſons condition ſeems 
eſperate, and not far from the Chainbers of 
death. O you that are fallen back in Rebgion! 
get your hearts affeCted with it: do you begin 
to decay? you know not where it will erd; 
are you gone back? 'tis queſtionable whether 
ever you may return, and then wheat will your 
latter end be? your laſt ſtate will be worſe than 
your firſt ; and if twice dead, you will be 
pluck'd up by the roots; if after ſhowers and 
dreſſings you decay, yourend will be to be 
burned. 
Advice 2. 


Secondly, If you would recover out of your 
waſting decaies 1n this heavenly Trade, ſearch 
out the cauſes, and get 'them removed. There 
muſt needs be ſomething more than ordinary, 
when.men who have a good Trade, which may 
be drivenin the worſt of times, and will enſure 
advantage, if followed, do notwithſtanding fall 
back and decay : Such is Religion, it will main- 
tain and enrich its followers, if they he not 
wanting to themſelves; there muſt needs be 
ſome. great cauſes and miſcarriages, then that 
doth caſt back the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
and bring a conſumption on their ſoul-proſpe- 
rity : ſome of which may be theſe : 

Firſt, When they enter upon this heavenly 
Trade,” and haye not a ſtock to ſet. it up: Re- 
ligion is a great thing, and cannot be carried on 
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without a ſtock of ſaving-grace to maintain it : 
Common grace-is not a ſutable ſtock for this 
ſpiritual Trade ; it may help men to tranſact 
the external part, and common works of Re- 
ligion z but cannot do the inward, ſecret, and 
choiceſt ſervices of godlineſs: A ſtranger 5n- 
termedales not with its joy, Prov. 14.10. no, nor 
its work; They that are in the fleſh cannat pleaſe 
God, Rom. 3.8. The Kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink, Rom. 14. 17. itlies not in outwatd 
dutics, but Righteouſneſs, Peace and Foy in the 
Holy Cheſt, which no Hypocrite can reach to. 
\ This ſpoils many, they take up a form of god- 
lines without the power of it; and being ſtran- 
gers tothe work within, they cannot carry on 

e works of grace without, which this ſtate 

ls for ; and ſo fall back, and come to nothing, 
When perſons get ſome knowledg, parts, frames, 
and temporary graces; they preſently take up 
a Lamp of profeſſion, and get into the company 
of the wiſe, climb up to the enjoyment of pri- 
viledges, and then fit down contented, and fall 
aſleep; and when they come to temptations, 
and ſpiritual duties, to the work of faith, love, 
patience, ſelf-denial, mortification, and the like; 
having not grace to ſipport them, and a prin- 
ciple that ſuits ſuch work; "they fall ſhort of -du- 
ty, and into ſin, and ſo trade, and fall away : 
Common grace. is as a ſtanding-pool, which ha- 
ving not a ſpring to feed it, dries up when ſup- 
plies ceaſe, and ſcorchings come; whereas true 
graceis as a Well'of Water, that ſprings upto 
life eternal, © DO OT ONE, 
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Secondly, Another thing that caſts back Tra- 
ders, 1sthis z when, they ſet upon an employ- 
ment, and have not kill to manage it : Every 
Art hath its principles, rules and myſteries by 
Which ir is Carried on: to deviate from theſe, 
1s to mar the excellency, and miſs the advan- 
tage of it: Irregular ations ſeldom thrive ; 
ſo *tis with the Heavenly Trade, when perſons 
ſet upon it, and have not $kill to order it to beſt 
advantage, no wonder if they proſper not, bur 
fall back in godlineſs. Solomon direCting to this 
Heavenly Trade, adviſes to get wiſdom as the 
principal thing in order to it, Prov. 4- 7- And 
when the Apoſtle would further the Saints in 
holy walking, as the neceſſary way to it, he begs 
wiſdom for them, Col. 1. 9, 10, That ye may be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all wiſdom 
and ſpiritual underſtanding : that ye may walk, 
worthy of the Lord to all, well-pleaſing, being fruit- 
fal in every good work, Two «TK made David 
thrive ſomuch in his proper publick work; In 
tegrity of heart and Underſtanding, Pſal.78.72. 
He fed them according to the integrity of his 
heart, and guided them by the $kilfulneſs of 
his hands: Some Books read it in the plural 
number 'in the Greek, In tkilfulneſſes, 75 
ovrerwn, noting the great meaſure of wiſdom 
which men need who would proſper in their 
proper work, and order thejr adminiſtrations 
prudently,” as might moſt further their ſpiritual 
welfare: The want of which wiſdom and pru- 
dence in Chtiſtians, to order every thing they 
dd in their general and particular Callipgs, con- 
verſes, conditions and occurrences in the World 
} 4, - » 7 w * Wo to 
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t9 the beſt advantage of their ſouls, is one rea- 
ſon they thriveſo little in their heavenly Trade: 
Wiſdom would teach men to prevent many 

res and occaſions of evil, and inſtrutt them 
how to get good from every thing they 'do, 
which would much advance their ſoul-profiting, 
for want of which they go back in {pirituals, 
and decay apace. 

Thirdly, This alſo caſts back Traders; when 
they are notdiligent in the management of their 
Trade: A ſlothful Soul ſuffers hunger, Prov. 19. 
15- and by much ſloth the building decaies;, and 
through idleneſs of hand the houſe droppeth tho- 
rough, Eccleſ. 8. 10. They that will thrive in 
the World niuſt be diligent, take all opportu- 
nities to carry on their work : The diligent hand 
maketh rich, but by ſlothfulneſs men are brought to 
a morſel of bread, So 'tis in Religion, when men 
let down their work, and do not follow it to 
purpoſe, they ſoon decay, and become ſpiritual. 
ly poor; this is the bare of many this day: 
Religion is not their buſineſs; men do but little 
on the Lord's day, and ſcarce a ſtroke of work 
is done all the Week after ; hear they will, and 
when that is done, their work is done too: ne- 
ver think of what they hear, or put it to pra- 
Eice from one Lord*s day to another: All the 
Week their heads, hearts, hands, feet, time, 
ſtrength, diſcourſes, contrivances are wholly ta- 
ken up about the World; and how can they 
chooſe but go down the hill, and waſte away 
in their ſoul-intereſts ? 

Religion is one continued work, which al- 
lows of nq intermiſſion, but hath its work every 
ays 
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day, and-in every thing ; break but one link of 
this Golden Chain of Godlineſs, and it weakens 
the whole. O the ſlothfulneſs of Chriſtians at 
this- day in their ſouLbuſineſſes! every day is 
fil”d up with negle&ts; neglect of prayer, neg- 
lect of reading, meditation, conference, heart- 
watching, grace-cheriſhing-work, forget this 
duty; paſs by another, cold, lleighty, formal 
in all; this ſpoils the proſperity of ſouls. The 
Gatatians began well, bat did not hold out, they 
were ſoon weary, Gal. 5. 7. Moſt mens journey 
to Heaven is full of ſtops, and that which makes 
it moſt miſerable, their lets are of themſelves : 
Who hath hindred you ? Mens ſtays are within in 
their own hearts, they have no heart to do 
good, Heoſ.-7.1tk Love to Religion is almoſt 
gone, ahd this makes men weary in theſe plea- 
ſanc ways: while affections hold, ſouls are ne- 
ver weary; but when the heart is gone, then 
every thing isa burden; ſuch will do. no more 
than needs they muſt toquiet Conſcience, and 
preſerye peace and credit ; and this ſtarves god- 
lineſs. 

Fourthly, Great and frequent loſſes in mens 
Trades tend to breaking; and ſo it is in Re- 
ligion: Chriſtians through their ſloth, formali- 
tyahd unwatchfulneſs ſuſtain many and great 
lofles of ſpiritual mercies, and this brings them 
low. AChriſtian the other day, it may be, had 
his-graces flouriſhing, his heart warm, his affe- 
&tionsquick and lively, his Conſcience pure and 
tender, his will flexible, and fix'd on God and 
things ſpiritual, 2 Ep. Joh. 8. and a good frame 
throughout- his: whole ſoul: bat mula we 

is 
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his careleſneſs all is loſt again, Gal. 3.4- One 
time he loſes! the favour and comfortable pre- 
ſence of God, Pſal. 51. 12. another time he 
loſes a ſweet ſerenity of ſpirit, and peace with 
God ; then light and convictions are gone; 
another time, enjoyments and experiences are 
gone 3 now his delires after God areloſt, then 
his SFrength is deyqured ; now Temptations 
prey upoathe Soul, and then Corruptions make 
a walte upon it: come to Ordinances, Sermons, 
Sacraments, and after a great deai' of prayer, 
care, and ſtriving, a little grace and comfort is. 
obtain'd; but through want of watchfulneſs 
all loſt again: it may be before it ſtirs out of 
the place, or recovers home to his habitation ; 
the next Company, Diſcourſe, Occaſion, takes 
away all. 

Another time God brings the - ſoul into the 
fire of ſome great affliftion, ſickneſs, ſuffering, 
loſſes ; and there melts it into ſome holy frames, 
humility, faith, loye, obedience rakes off ſome 
droſs, puts on ſome beauty, imparts ſome ſoul- 
advantage; but immediately upon a change 
of the perſon's condition, when new mercy, 
health and comfort returns, all'the good js loſt 
again, Now through theſe many and great lof-. 
ſes in ſpirituals, which gracious Sonls ſuſtain; 
they are brought very low, and . come: to be 
ſoon poor and beggerly. | 

Fifthly, Great waltes, and large expences, 
helpto make Traders -poor apace ; when they 
turn Spendthrifts,.\and Prodigals, living above- 
their Eſtates; when: their laymgs out- are-more 
than their-comings in; . this: muſt a 
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them low : It undid the Steward ; He wafted 
his Maſters Goods, Luke 16. 1. So "tis with 
- Wiſdom's Merchants alſo, when they turn pro. 
digals of their graces, mercies, parts, ſtrength, 
time, and other Goods committed to them, 
ſpending them on their luſts and carnal content- 
ments, then they ſoon find an alteration. 

O, at what a rate do men liye in point of 
time! and at what vaſt expences of their ſhort 
day upon things of no value, talking, eating, 
drinking, ſleeping, trifling, finning away their 

recious time, as if they had no employment 
Sei, or no better work to do : Little do ſouls 
think what a ſmall pittance of day-light they 
have allow'd for their yaſt concerns, and multi- 
tude of great employments ; and what mad- 
neſs *tis to be ſo prodigal of thislittle inch of 
precious time. O the hours, and days, and 
years that profeſſing Chriſtians ſpend to no 
purpoſe! in vain thoughts, fooliſh talking, im- 

rtinent converſes, unprofitable duties and la, 

urs, which when they 'ſhall be all reckon'd 
up by the great Creditor, and a Bill of waſtes 
putinto the hands of Conſcience, and the total 
lum of theſe expences read; what amazing 
ſenſe ! what dreadful impreſs! and frerful ſting 
will this beget when perſons come to dye! As 
the Queen ſaid, If ber heart were ript open, 
Cales would be found written in it : So if their 
hearts could then be as legible as their expreſ- 


ſions, men might read this there in black, and 


Capital Letters, Loft time, loſt time. 
ow great” alſo are mens waſtes of graces 
and peace, wiſdom and capacities, and a 0 
t 
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the obtaining of ſome poor empty, inſignificant 
comforts, which periſh with the uſing; There 
are no locuſts (Chriſtians)like your curled luſts, 
which. have devourcd your precious things 
your affections, time, ſtrength and graces; what 
convictions, reſolutions, hopeful trames, con- 
{cience-tenderneſs, talents, capacities, Privi- 
ledges, ordinances, providences, have the ſer- 
vice of thy baſe luſts, and contentment of thy 
carnal mind conſumed ! and this hath brought 
thy ſoul to ſuch ſtraits and diſtrefling exigen- 
Cies. 

When ſouls live above their Capacities and 
Proportion; that's caſting back, when perſons 
have little, and yet live high; have but alittle 
light, and yet ſpend that too in works of dark- 
neſs; have but a ſhort day, and yet ſo many 
hours of that one day conſumed in vanity ; This 
is to live above thy eſtate, and will be ſoon im- 
Poveriſhing : When men have - but a little 
grace and ſtrength, ard yet adventure vpon 
great temptetions, ard run into ſoul-ruining 
Cangers, ruſh into vain company, ſet upon en- 
tangling affairs, and take much.buſineſs on their 
hands, and yet have but alittle portion of Wil 
dom and Grace to manage them; this is to hve 
above thy eſtate in C hriſtianity.. To be low of 
ſtature, and yet high in conceit, of little ſpiri- 
tual worth, ard jet think highly, and ſpeak 
highly of thy ſelf, and to expe&t eſtimation trom 
- Others alſo, is to live above thy eſtate. 

To have nothing to maintain thee but what 
comes in by thy ſoul-labours; nd longer work, 
no longer eat ; thy daily bread depends oo 
my 
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thy daily work; ſo poor, and yet in this con- 
dition to expect an eaſie life, to lie down to 
{lumber, to dwell carelcſly, and ſer thy hand but 
by fits and ſtarts to thy work : This is to live 
above thy ſpiritual eſtate, and will ſoon bring 
thee to breaking in this Heavenly Tradz. 
Sixthly, Great debts are breaking, and will 
caſt men back in Wiſdom's Merchandiſe ; when 
men owe more than they are worth, and know 
not how to pay it; run further on book every 
day, till their credit will paſs no longer ; they 
have often promiſed payment, but itill fail'd, 
and now their word will not paſs, - they can get 
no more Goods, Creditours will not truſt them, 
but begin to ſuſpeCt them, and threaten to take 
them up, then men ſhut up ſhop and break : This 
alſo is pernicious to Heayenly Traders, when 
they become unfaithful ro God and men, run on 
ſcore for mercy, but never pay or render to 
God again; aredeepindebt to God for divine 
goodneſs ; receive one mercy after another, 
one Talent after another, and make no returns 
of any 3 God ſees not principal or interelt, but 
they remain fruitleſs and unthankful under all 
make promiſes of better improvements, but 
ſtill break them -- Come to Sacraments, and re- 
new their Covenant with God, and go away 
and break it again; make promiſes to God un- 


derafflition, that if he will deliver them chis 


once, they will never grieve and provoke him 


more as they have- done; make large engage* _ 


ments, if God will hear this prayer, and give 
thatmercy; but when their turn 1s ſery'd, for: 
get God, and break all their yows again ; be 
ready 
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ready to pals their word on every occaſion, and 
then look after it no more; this. begets a jea- 
loufie in the Lord of Hoſts, that he will truſt 
them nomore, Dext. 32. 21. but hold his hand, 
and part with no more Goods, but threatens to 
take them up, and to caſt their ſouls into priſon; 
begins to ſue them in the Court of Conſcience, 
and zo out-law them at the Bar of Juſtice, to 
ſeize on what they have then away goes peace, 
joy, hope, and then comes breaking. Thele are 
ſome of thoſe reaſons why Chriſtians go back in 
Religion, and decay in their Heavenly Trade. 
O Chriſtians! bring the Plummet to the Line, 
and thy heart and life to the Ballance, and try 
from which of theſe comes thy ſoul-decaies, 
and then get it to bear upon thy heart, till thou 
art fully convinc'd of thy evil, and willing on 
any terms to obtain remedy. 


Advice 3. 

Thirdly, Compound with your Creditour 3 
get your peace made with God through Chriſt z 
make haſte to prevent a ſeizure on your perſon 
and goods by a timely compolition, Agree with 
your Adverſary while. you. are un the way with hims 
leſt.at any time he delyver thee to the Fudyze, and 
the 7udge deliver thee to the Officer, and thou. be 
caſt into Priſon, Mat.. 5- 25. 'Tis a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of an ever-living God, who 14 
a Conſuming fire, Heb. 10.31, ch. 12. 29.0 tremble 
in the ſenſe of his righteous Judgment, and 
force not the Lord by,thy. delaies co commence 
a, ſuit againſt thee; andto-make ay.entry upon. 
all that thou haſt ;, butgo humble thy! ſelf, and. 
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make ſure thy friend, Prov. 6. 3. Fall down before 
thy Creditour, and ſue for terms of retoncilia-, 
tion ; caſting thy ſelf at the feet of mercy, con- 
feſſing thy ſin : Pay the debt thou canlt not ; 
go beg remiſſion, and offer a Surety to diſcharge 
the ſcore; evenſuch an one as the Father him. | wy 
ſelf is well-pleaſed with: Thy Creditour muſt Þ -c 
| be ſatisfied or thou art undone; but this you JF ir 
| canneverdo: Away to a Mediatour to obtain 

| terms, and to procure your peace; make Chriſt 
your friend, who is able to ſatisfie all the Fa- 
ther's demand; to croſs the Book, and ſend your 
diſcharge by the ſpirit of Grace, who can wit 
neſs the pardon of all your Sins to your Con: 
ſciences: Come to him in the ſenſe of your 
folly, bearing your ſhame. Forſake your walt- 
ing waies, and with the Prodigal return from 
your Harlots to your Father's houſe, rating you 
ſelves beneath the leaſt of his Mercies, and Col 
ſenting to the meaneſt condition, ſo he would 
but take you in again, Zuke 15. 17,18, 20, 21, 
Subſcribe all his terms, and make a new fur. 
render of your ſelf and your All to Chriſt, to be 
no more your own, but more entirely his than 
ever, Fer. 50. 5- Enter into anew Coyenant with 
God in Chriſt, taking him for your Surety, and 
fetching all your abilities to fulfil it from him, 
and get thy ſoul more firmly bound to the 
Lord init by the bond of the Spirit. 
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| Advice 4+ 
Fourthly, Set up no more for your ſelves, | 1 
butenter your ſelyes Faftors for Chriſt. It may N 4 
be you traded formerly for your ſelves, an = 
roke 


_ (the ve6:Trade, 353, 
broke you 3+ if you would prevent that danger 
-for the future, you_muſt be no more for your . 
1 | ſelves, but-for him; trading as his Factors, 
not your Own. _ . | 
Now three things are required in a Fattor, 
which muſt be-obſerved alſo by. Wiſdom's Mer- 
chants, if ever they will drive a thriving Trade 
in Godlineſs; -- | , 
1. To trade upon anothers Stock, 
2. Tobe regulated by anothers Advice. 
3. To drive'on anothers Intereſt. 
Firſt, . If you-will be Chriſt's Fators, -you 
' muſt trade upon his ſtock; you mult not only 
take all your goods from him, bur as his; ,not 
only fetch in your graces, abilities, $kill, ſuc- 
ceſs from him, .but uſe and improve them as 
his,/not as your own, Foh. 1. 16, Of bis fullneſt 
have all we received grace for grace. Tno-9gs 
only part of: his fulneſs before it was received, 
but 'ris his' grace after receprion. Col. 1. 19, [t 
pleaſed the Father that "in him ſhould all fulneſs 
* dwell: not only the fulneſs' of the Divine Na- 
rure,, but the fulneſs of habitual grace, both 
an Y which are in Chriſt; the .latrer is chiefly in» 
th U tended here , which dwells. in Chriſt as in a 
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id Y Head, not for himſelf only , but for his Body, 
m, 8 asBeams intie Sun, and Water inthe Fountain 
ne Y for:the uſe of man, The Father hath laid up all 


that Grace that. Believers need- here-and for . 

eyer in the Lord;; Jeſus, as in a Treaſury ,. or 

Truſtee's bands, for their uſe z, or made it over 
s, | to him not only as a deed of gift, but as a puys 
chaſe' which. he- hath bought. by his Blood for 
the good and. uſe of his Coleus e*Tis his ts 
& 2 a neis 
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neſs, right, and intereſt, but for their aſe ond 


adyantage, but ſo as the property and Uiſpoſat 
be Mill tris. Fal'n man hath own rs rr 


his credit with God ſince his firſt defetion, te 


become any mote the diſpoſer of his intereſts / 


and inheritance, or be intruſted again with his 
ewn portion. Goed deals with faved ſouls as 
parents do with prodigal children, ſecures their 
eſtates in the hand- of a Feoffee. Believers Trea- 
ſures are laid up-in-Chriſt, that ſo grace as well 
as glory, ſantification andſatvation may be ſure 


tothem, and not liable ro forfeiture or loſs; to ' 


be diſpoſed of, and parted with-by them as they 
pleaſe, but be certainly andeternally theirs, that 
id they may come to Chriſt for all they need, 
as heirs under age, who have no more in.han@ 
than whiat they want, but muft come to their 
Overſeers-for #tl they have'ufe of; and not on» 
ly as ſuch, bur as Stewards alſo that muſt be 
accomtable-for what. they have, and how'they 
beſtow it.. F 
"- Poor decay'd ſonls, Would you recover your 
Ibſſes, arid renew your Trade? then you muſt 
cone to Chriſt's fulneſs, and be beholding to his 
free grace for all you need. Do you want grace 
for your duties, places, tryals, fulferings? cone 
to Chriſt's fulneſsfor your ſupplies; ſfendtohim 
by the han& of prayer an'iatimation of aHK your 
wants: Make known your requeſtsto-him. Phil. 
4: 6 Be careful for nothing, but tm every thing by 
prajtr and ſupplication, we jog, 'tet 'y 
4 1. Andy known ro God. ſe Dot 
owing God in. the Natne of Chrift withre- 


Yurſts,. till the Spirit neet you rd 
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The Lord Jeſus hath ordained bjs people to re- 
ceive their ſupplies, ſallaries, and ſtipends from 
Heayen in the Court of Requeſts. Afatth. 7.7, 
Ak, and you ſhall recesve. All things whatever 
ſhell atk in prayer, believing, you ſhall receive, 
Mas 1- 22+ 5Scek it by prayer, receive it by 
faith: Goto Chriſt in the promiſes for all yay 
want, judging him faithfu] who bath promiled, 
Heb. 11. 11. God's Word isas gonad as prelenc 
pay, and ſhall be fulfilled by him (who cannot 
lye) to allthas by faith recejye it, and wait for 
its performance. AU his promiſes are wn Chriſt 
Yea and Amen, 2, Cor. 1. 20. Whocame down 
from Heaven to confirm them with his .blood, 
and is returned to Heaven to fulfill them by his 
iaterceſſion, Heb.7, 25. You may boldly ad- 
venture on divine affurance, and ſhall not be 
aſham'd, if you ſincerely roll on Chriſt in his 
Word. Be well acquainted with the promiſes 
clear up your interelt in them by believing, an 
expect their fulfilling through Chriſt. It may be 


- Shy graces are low, th oa high, guilt 


heavy, fears many, refuge fails, thy prayers nok 
anſwered, no good news from Heaven or Earth ; 
thou prayeſt, hopeſt, waiteſt, but no anſwer, in 
this caſe nothing but firm reliance on divine 
faithfulneſs,can keep thy head above water. 

Are yqu in wants? goto that promiſe, 
God ſhall ſupply all your wants, Phil. 4.19. Gad 
will give grace and glory, aud no good thing will he 
with-bold from them that walk uprightly, Pſal 84- 
v.11. Doyou find changes in your ſpirits, agd 
frames, and condition ? - Seethatwary « Believe 
#9 the Lord your God, ond you ſhall be hauled; 
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believe his Prophets, and you 'ſhall proſper, 2 Chron. 
20. 20. Are corruptions high ? apply that word, 
He will turn azain, he will have compaſſion upon 
"s, he will ſubdue aur iniquities, MiC- 7. 19. Sin 
ſhall have no dominion over you; for + you are not 
under the Law, but under Grace, Rom--6. 14, Who 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, Titus 2. 14- For this purpoſe the Son 
of God was manifeſted , that he might deſtroy the 
works of the Devil, Joh. 3. 8. I will ſave her that 
balterd, Teph. 3. 19. When tho ſeeſt nothing 
but witherings and dyings in thy ſoul, apply 
theſe Promiles; So wilt thou recover me , and 
make me to live, Ifa. 33. 16. The righteous (ball 
flouriſh like the Palm-tree , he ſhall grow like the 
Cedars of Lebanon: Thoſe that be planted in the 
Houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts of 
our Ged, they ſhall ſtill bring forth frait m old age ; 
they fhall be fat and flouriſhing, Pſal. 92. 11, 12, 
13, 14. I willbe as the dew to [{rael, he ſhall grow 
as the Lilly, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon : 
they that dwell under his ſhadow ſhall return, and 
ſhall revive as the corn , Hol. 14. 5,6, 7. They 
that wait on the Lord ſhall renew their Ttrength, 
Ifa. 40. 31. In theſe, and ſuch like Promiſes, as 
in Wagons ſent of purpoſe to fetch you, go over 
to your Joſeph, and get them laden with the 
riches of his Kingdom. that you may be relieved 
and carried on in your trading for Heaven, im- 
proving theſe not as yours, but as your Lord's 
ow That's the firſt Trade upon Chriſt's 
SLOCK. | 
Secondly, Follow his inſtructions, be guided 
by his order ia the management-of your _ 
/ venly 
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venly Trade: Take Letters of Advice from 
your Creditor, how to lay out his Moneys, and 
how to diſpoſe of his Goods, ' Prov. 3. 5. Lean 
not to/ your own underſtanding , which, is the moſt 
cloſe and ſubtil kind of Idolatry (faith Cartwright ) 
Seek, not after your own beart , and your own eyes, 
after which ye uſe to go a whoring, Numb. 15. 39+ 
Man is mightily propenſe ſince his firſt defection 
from God, to take the Scepter into his own 
hand, and to become the Governour of his own 
ways: But this God cannot bear, as being in- 
conſiſtent with his Supremacy, and that State 
alſo into which Man is by Grace redeemed ; 
which is 'an abſolute devotedneſs unto God, 
2 Cir, 8.5. Ye have likewiſe choſen the Lord 
to be your. Law-giver 'and King, if you are his, 
and are now upon your own conſent determin- 
able by his pleaſure in every thing you do: The 
rectitude of every attion lies in a conformity 
to his will , who is your Lord and Soveraign. 


And as the eyes of a handmaid wait on her Mt- 


ſtreſs, ſo ſhould Believers on Chriſt for direftion 
in all they- do, Pſal. 122. 3. Chriſtians, your 
former irregularities inthe proſecution of your 
Heavenly Trade, have almolt loſt you, and caſt 


. you back : O be more obſervantof Divine In- 


ſtruCtions for the future ! follow your advice, 
walk by Rule : 4s you have received how you 
ought to walk, and to pleaſe God; ſo abound more 
and more , 1 Theſ. 4.1. Beg Wiſdom of God 
to know his Will in every thing, to do that 
whichis well-pleaſing itt his ſight, having a war- 
rant for:every action you perform both civil 
and religious z this will be your comfort now, 

| Aa 3 and 
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2nd your- peace in the day of your accounts. 


Thirdly, Drive on his intereſt, not your own, 
Rom, 14.7. Por none of wlrveth to himſelf. God 
can more juſtly ſay what Zaban did to Faceh 
concerning his children and goods; Theſe daugh- 
ters ave my dakghters, and theſe children are my 
children, and theſe cattel are my cattel, and all 
that thou ſeeſt is mine, Gen. 31.43; The cattel on 
# thouſand bills are bis, Pſal. $0. 10. with the 
corn, wine, wool and flax, Hoſ. 2.9. Both the 
improvernent as well as principal are his, Mat 
25. 27. He hath right to the exerciſe and fruit 
of your graces and duties, with all that you et» 
joy and do: Put Chriſt's mark ' on all your 
goods ; whatever you gain , by his talents, put 
on his account, and let- your disburſments be 
expended to his uſe. Seek not your own things, 
your credit, peace, comfort, intereſt, but in ſub. 
ordination to him: If the Lord by his Word 
calls for any of your enjoyments, you mult let 
them go: If by his Providence he takes off 
any comfort, murmur not, ſay, *'Tis the Lord, 
Let him do what he will with his own, Mar. 20. 
verſe 15. 

Advice 5. 

Fifthly, Follow your Trade better than you 
have done; remember how former careleineſs, 
formality, floth, hypocrifie, have undone you, 
and amend. The flothful ſoul is as the door og 
his hinges, Prov. 26. 14. that never makes any 
progreſs in Religion, or comes to any excellency 
jn Grace. No Chriitian (ſaith Mr.Sedewick,) % 
fo able in the habits of Grace, a om 
&ouſly frequent ip the prattice vr exerciſe of Grace. 
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[ Chriſs Counſel te his languiſhing Church.] 
one fo recover Your ſtare.” nd come toany 
eminency in godlineſs, then make Religion your 
buſineſs: That, fleightineſs of (pirit inthe way 
of God, which loſt you ar firſt, will neyer re- 
ſtore you. - The recovery of « faint ſol (faith the 
ſame Author) will never be effetbed & faint work 
ings ; Tou did fall 3nto your decayed ſtate by re 
wrſſive attings, and think_ you, that which was not 
able to keep up your graces from ſinking, can now 
chen and raiſe them being ſunk, [Chriſt's Coun- 

tl to his langniſbing Church, Þ. 148.] It negli- 

gence did calt you back, diligence mult help to 
recover you: Take more pains with your hearts; 
follow your work of godlinefs every day, and 
in every place; Beearly and late in your ſhops 
of duty, and in the ware-houſe of your hearts: 
Beware of ſpiritual ſloth, and foul-lofles ; take 


heed of unfaithfulneſs with God, Conſcience, or 


others; keep touch with your Creditor z be 
tender of your Vows to God and Men; keep 
from prodigality; live not above your condi- 
tion ; waſte not precious time, parts and grace 
in vainz walk ſtrifly in the whole courſe of 
your life, keeping your ſelves from iniquity, and 
in. 'the love of God. Looking for that bleſſed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Jade v.21. Tit. 2.1 3 


Sth Branch of Exhortation to good Traders 
in Religion, 


Laſtly, You, whoever you are that drive on 
this Heaveuly Merchandiſe, and have any good 
Trading in Religion, be you exharted, 

| Aa 4 Firſt, 
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Advice 1. v 
Firſt ,, To blefs God for good trading : Isit 


well with your ſouls ? Doth the Sonth-wind blow 
pon your Garden, and the Spices flow. out ? Cant," 


4- 16. Daththe Fig-tree put forth her green Figs ? 
and the Vine, with the tender Grape, gwve a good 
ſmell? Cant. 2. 1z- What reaſon have you: then 
ro be always giving thanks? you whoſe tra. 


_ turns to any ſpiritual advantage : thou 


canſt ſay, ,*Tis good to drawwnigh to God, inkeep- 


ing his Commanas-4s great reward : The Lord is | 


nort-a barren wilderneſs to thy ſoul; but peace 
1s within thy Walls, and proſperity within thy Pa- 
laces, Pal. 122.7. Thy glory 1s freſh in thee, and 
thy bow renewed in thy hand : thy root fpreadeth 
out by the waters, and the dew lying all night be- 
rween thy branches, Job 29. 19. His ways 
are pleaſantneſs , and bis fteps drop fatneſs to thy 
foul, and be commards his bleſſing upon thee ;, 
and thy faith and love do grow. Is it thus in any 
meaſure withthee ? O then bleſs the Lord with 
thy ſoul ; let all that - is within thee bleſs his 
holy Name. Make the Lord thy glory , and 
triumphing praiſe : Thhu haſt abundant reaſon 


toHe admiring grace, and exalting divine glo- - 


ry. Becauſe, 

Firſt, Soul-thriving is a great mercy at all 
times; a little ſpiritual goods js beyond all the 
World's treaſure; one piece of Chriſt's tryed 
Gold weighs down all the Pearls and Diamonds 
on Earth; and- whatever can be found below 
grace, cannot be compar'd with it, Fob 23. 1 1,12. 


16. or named 'the ſame day-with it: The __ 
0 


360 The HekvenlyTrade 


. amobe iis. oe xc... ova NYE © { - 


[1 
bs 
q 
1 
i 
4 
, 
| 
) 


and grew in the Winter ;, and this honour ſhe 


| 68 the bet Trade,” 361. 
of God's Conntenance,.pardon of Sin, partici- 
pation of the Spirit, fulting of Promiſes, fel- 
lowſhip with the Father, Son, and Spirit ; heart- 
breathings afrer, love to,- and delight in God, 
are things of ineſtimable worth; if you. weigh 
them in themſelves, or with other things ; or if 
you conſider. the grace from whence they 
come, or price which they colt : Spiritual thrj- 


"vings are an Evidence of ſincere. love to God, 


Judg. 5- 31. Let them that love thy Name be- as 
the Sun that goeth forth in his might, and of ſpe- 
Cal love in Gad to that ſoul, Tit. 3; 4, 6. Eph..1, 
3, 5>7- God may proſper in the World:thoſe 
he hates; Eſau had his fat things here, but 
grace and peace are new-covenant- bleſſings, 
which ſpring from eternat love in the heart of 
God to that ſoul, Heb. $. 10. Zech. 8, 11, 12, 
15. 
Secondly, *Tis a ſingular mercy at this time, 
a mercy that few enjoy in theday we live in - 
What a rare thing is it, inthis long Winter, to 
ſee a green Olive, a tender Grape appear, or 
Pomegranate bud? Cart. 7. 6. or one Berry in 
the uppermoſt branch, 1/a. 24. 13. It was a pe- 
culiar glory put upon the head of Thyatira, 
that ſhe was thriving when other Churches 
were decaying : She had works, and works, and 
the 04 were more than the firſt, Revel. 2..19. 
Epheſus had loſt her firſt love; Sardis had de- 
cayed and waſted her firſt ſtrength, and was 
ready to die: Laodicea was luke-warm, ready . 
to: be ſpned out by- the Lord Jeſus, Rev. 3. 1, 
8,16. only Thyatire flouriſhed exceedingly , 


had 


362 Che Heavenly Trade 
had, to have it recorded by the Spirit for a Mo. 
nument in After-Ages. *Tis notthe lot of every 
one to thrive in evil times; few Theſſalaniar; 
whoſe faith and love did grow, 2 Theſ. 1.3. A 
fingle Timorhy, who had flouriſhing ions to 
the things of Chriſt ; [heave no Man like _— 
Phil. 2.230. One Gaius, whoſe ſoul out-pro 
ed his body, 3. Ep. Fob. v. 2- A flouriſhing 

hriſtian this day is like a Flower in Winter, an 
Apple-tree amongſt the Trees of the Wood: 
Surely, if there be a Soul who this day flouriſhes 
to any heighth of Chriſtianity, who lives inin- 
\ timacy with God, fares deliciouſly in his Soul, 
feeding on Matrow, and hidden Manza ; that 
he or ſhe is greatly beloved of God, Thy lot, 
O Soul, is falPa ina peculiar plot of mercies 
ground; and ſhould not the Lord Jeſus be ad- 
mir'd of ſuch a one, ſeeing he is come to him 
in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the Goſpel? 0 
bleſs God for this unſpeakable gift ! 

Thirdly, *Tis'an earneſt of eternal mercy: 
They that ſow to the ſpirit ſhall reap life eyer- 
laſting, Gal. 6.8. And fuch as abound 1n holineſs, 
ſhall have an abundant entrance adminiſtred to 
them into-the Kingdom of our Lord and $a- 
-viour, 2. Pet1.11, Godwill never throw away 
favoury Salt to the Dunghil, nor, burn up fruit- 
ful Branches: Trees full of ſap are the Lord's 
, Trees, which he will tranſplant into his Para- 
\diſe above,Pſal. 104. 16. The Lord's ripe Fruit 
ſhall be gathered, not ſhaken on the ground; 
and ſafely hous'd in Heaven. Grace 1s too pre- 
Cious Seed to be loſt ;, Scb as ſow it wow, though 
in tears, (hall ſursly come again, and bring their 
Sheaves with them, Pal. 126.5. ® Poor 
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© Poor troubled Soul, God will not deſpiſe the 
day of thy ſmall things, much lefs thy Soul- 
enlargements after him; he will be tender of 
thy ſmalleſt bloſſoms, and ſecure them into 
fruit; much more ſhall thy encreaſes arrive to 
the fulneſs of the meaſure of the ſtature of 
Chriſty Eph. 4. 15+ (God 5s net xnrighteons to for- 


| get your work, and labour of love, which you have 


ſhewn toward, his Name, Heb. 6. 10. It may be 
thou haſt forgotten many 8 duty and hearty 
teſtimony of thy love to Chriſt, his Name, peo- 
ple, and ways; and canſt ſee nothing in all thou 
haſt done, but art ready to ſay on every turn; 
When ſaw I thee ai hunger 'd, and fed thee? or 
thirſty, and gave thee drink? when ſaw I thee a 
ſtrang ir, an took. thee en? or naked, and clothed 
thee? or ſick, and is Priſon, and came to thee ? 
Matth. 25. 35. But God cannot be fo unrigh- 

<cousto torget it, orlct itpaſs ſo; but kee 
a record of all thy meaneſt duties, and will 
make the moſt of them in the day of righteous 
judgment. 7 know thy works, and thy labonrs, 
and thy patience, Cc. Rev. 2.2. When thou waſt 
wider the Fig-tree I ſaw thee, Joh. 1. 48. | He takes 
notice of a Daniel by the River Hiddeke!;, of 2 
Peter on the Houſe-top; . of Elzah under the 
wy ey 1 King. 19. 4, 5- yea, of what was 
ut in David's heart to do, and requites it, 
1 King. 8. 18. Will not an Aheſuerws let the 
good deeds of Mordecai go unrewarded ? and 
ſhall not the Judge of all the Earth do right, and 
crown the works of his own hands ? Yowr laboxys 
ſhall not be in vai 3n the Loyd, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
Q then he. blefiing God for the leaſt om 
1 


354 _ The Heavenly Trade © 


hath wrought in you, and for you, for any pro- 
ſperity in your ſouls. There are no offerings 
come up with that acceptance on God's Altar, 
as Thankſgiving-offerings, Pſal-69.30,3 1- What 
a delightful remark did the Lord Jeſus put upon 
the Lepers return to praiſe him for cleanſing, 
Luke .t7. 18. the more ſpiritual, the more re. 
joycing , {ſa. 52. 8. No ſuch thriving ſouls, as 
God-prailing ſouls: Fer. 31. 12. Therefore they 
ſhall come, and ſing in the heighth of Sion, and 


ſhall flow together to the goodneſs of the Lord for . 


Wheat, and for Wine, and for Oyl ;, and their ſoul 
ſhall be as a watred Garden, and they ſball not ſor- 
row any more at all, 


Quelt. How might I know whethir I have good 
trading in Spirituals. or no , that I might 
have ground for rejoycing in God? Conld I 
find this Soul-welfare you ſpeak, of , 1 ſhould 
bleſs God with my whole ſout; but I fear tis 
otherwiſe ;, that I am one of thoſe who fall back;, 
and decay in my Heavenly Trade. 


Sol.” There are ſeyen figns of good Trading, 
eſpeciallyin evil times, which men uſually reck- 
on to be diſcoveries of athriving Trade. 

Firſt, When men go not back ih the World, 
bnt hold their own, they loſe nothing : *Tis 
much in bad times-to keep ones ground ; to 
be ſavers in ſuch a ſeaſon is a piece of gain : 
Try in this how *tis with you; do not you go 
back in- your ſpiritual eſtate? is it. not wotſe 
with you than heretofore * Is not your faith, 
love, kymility, patience leſs than heretofore ? 


if 


, 


|, 
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If -you go not back- in grace, you go forward, 
there's no ſtanding at altay in Religion, men go 
forward or backward 'in the way of Vertue; 
they that, do not-decay, do thrive in Spirituals : 
Fob proves his good eſtate by his Ntanding faſt 
in ſhaking times: Neither have I gone back. 

om the commandment of bis lip;, I have eſteemed 
the words of his mouth more than my neceſſary 
food : My foot hath held his ſteps \, his way have 
I kept, and not declined, Job 2 3. 10, 11, 12.' and 
thence concludes a gainful iſſue : When be hath 
tryed me, I ſhall come forth as Gold: And the 
Apoſtle reckons it good profit in ſoul-conflicts, 
to ſtand ones ground; if he cannot gain, yet 
not to loſe: But having done all, to ſtand , #s 
vittory, Eph. 6. 13. Chriſtians have their winter- 
ſeaſons, when growing is ot viſible'; -then to 
keep alive, is commendable. Do you hold faſt 
your integrity, and keep your garments on? 
Do you preſerve your Conſcience pure from the 
defilements and remptations of the day and 
place you live in? and your hearts unſpotted 
from the World ? your defires as warm, your 
purpoſes of cleaving to God as firm, and your 
feet as quick to run the way of God's Com. 
mandments as heretofore ? then have you good 
trading, conſidering the times you live in, which 


1s an hour of temptation, and an evening of 
darkneſs. 


Secondly , If Wares go off well, 'tis good 


trading; when goods vend at a good rate, men 
count it thriving. ls-it ſo with your ſouls? do 
your prayers come up to God witlracceptance ? 
doduties turn to any profit to you? what re- 
turns 
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heari ayer, conference, bring you 

fonl-oiyamag ? do nat goods lie hg roy 
diſpoſed of ? but your graces ere-excrciſed, your 
talents, gifts,opportunities, jmprov'd; they 'tis 
gue Trading. If the Lord give you light, you 
y it out for the good of others; if he reſtore 
to. you the joy of his ſalvation, and uphold you 
ith his free Spirit, you teach tranſgreſſours 
his ways, and endeavour to convertSigners to 
him, Pſa. 1..12,13- When God drops in com, 
fort to-you, you | —_ kx forth to others, that 
they may be comforted alſo with the ſame com- 
forts wherewith you are comforted of Gog, 
2 Cor. 1. 4. When you are.come to dnties publick 
or private, dograces go out in them? youſhew 
parts it may be, but do.y ou lay ont grace #8 
well as gifts, ſpiritual as well as natural affei 
ons? Do you pray with the Spirit, and hear 
with Faith ? do hope,fear,humility, holy ferven- 
Ly, heavenly breathings,fincerity, go off in your 

religious duties? when you meet with cam 

ny, What goods do you put off tothem? 

you labour in-every--Society to vend ſomethi 

of heavenly wares, to put oft ſome poly cou 
and inſtruction, ſome gracions —_—_ and 
obſervation, to leave ſomething bebind youn 
every place and co you come, that may 
faſten a ſavour of God on them? thenyzs it. good 

Trading, and you are ina Soul-thriving way- 

Thirdly, Men count it good Trading, whe 
they are ncher in ſtock, when theyhave moe 
goods, more variety, greater quantity af wares 
than firſt they had, andthat clear too, —_ 
or; 


returns have youof your religious ſervices? do. 
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for 3 their ſhops and ware-houſes are fuller than 
they were, gooks 7 s aye yore = 
Men reckon good. Trading : can you 
oboe; Dwarfs Are you increa- 
as well as gifts, your faith, love, hope, fear; are 
more grown, , and ftronger -than —_— 
v you 


2 Theſ. 1. 3. Can you trult God more 


5. 7. Can 23 think well of God when he frawns 
upon you? Canyon lovehim whenhe corredbs 
you? Ta. 39.8. Can you ſtay on kim when he 
{trips you of your viſible comforts, and cleave 
to Him when he ſeems to reject you? Job 2 3, 
vw. 15. Then areyouricher in ſtock. 


more warming, your Zeal more fer- 
vent, your Hope moreadventurous, your Pa- 
tience more bearing, your Joy more delight- 
ing, your Homility more felf-abaſug? thenare 
you encreaſed with goods. Have you more of 
every grace? it may be at firſt yon had much 
affection, but little {inceriry great deſires, bur 
little faith; much comfort, bur lietle patience 
and ſelf-denial ; you could pray, talk, rejoice, 
do ſome duties, but could notbear trials, want 
comforts, live by faith when ſight failed; you 
were much it may be. in ſome duties, bur neg- 
ligent in others ; but now you have more vart- 
ety of graces, [enlargement in duties, and more 
univerſal refpeftto all God's commands,” Pfal. 
119.6. Andif you grelefsin the bulk-ofducy, 


Is your Faith more cleanſing and quickening, 


"you are more ia4he(fpirit of it; witteu ity thus, 


there's 


, 
Att 


there's a thriving Trade /in: Chriſtiagity: 
{; Fourthly ; Are you. lefs.:in debt. than you 
were ? that'sanother ſign of good trading: Dy 
you make Conſcience of rendring!to' God again' 
forallhis benefits ?- Pſa. 116. 12, 13. Is it your: 


trouble when: you are behind-hand with grace; Þ 
and fall in arreer to the mercy -of God by your . 


unthankfulneſs ?-:Dar.'9. 10. Indeed, inicoms 
penſation of the grace of God you are defeCtivey 
co.make requitals of mercies you 'cannot'; you! 
ſee: poſlibly: an: infinite ſhortneſs in your pers 
formances of the meaneſt favour that the Lor 
beſtows upon you; . but fuch as you have, you 
give ' to the” Lord:z you render all poflible 
a though not-all praiſes due; Exod: 15.2: 
is you are cateful: of, and charge upon your 
. hearts_every: day; to. walk:.as| .becometh the 
| mn" brings 1alvation, -and the merciesbe- 
Kowed on 'yau:-::*tis the defire of your heart 
and iabour, 'to,walk worthy of God toAll welb 
pleaſing, and'to:anſwer the end” of merty.in 
which youare willing beyond your ability, and 
grieve at your. 'falling ſhort herein: .Now: this 


doth the Lordcount-for the deed, and accept. at. 


his - peoples hands, as full pay, through the fatiſ. 
faction of Jeſus Chriſt; 2 Cor. 8. 12.. And where 
2*tis-thus that-perfons live in:th;:daily ſenſe of 
Divine Grace; and grateful acknowledgment of 

| Fvery mercy,;thereis a. thriving Trade in Spirt 
| $, Lins F 
- :-Fifthly,- Have yourmuch owed you, and: is it 
[ſecure? This alfo: beſpeaks a thriving Trade: 
Men count ſure debts as good as ready money; 

. though they- have liztle in bags, yet if they oye 
tne 
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the-more ip book, and goog debt too, they, xat® 
themſelves accordingly, and reckon themlſelyes 
worth ſo much as is due, as well as to: what, is 
- in hand » Andis it ſo with you Chriſtians? are 
you rich in,promiſes ?. is -much coming: to- yau 

' upon a-,new-covenant ſcore? It may .he. you 
| havelittle in hand, little comfoct; peace: and 
ſweetneſs you meet with from day to day: You 
ſow much, but, reap little; -you ask, but have 

' yot,and yet ſeek withyour whole heart: Goods 
are recerved, but no. money returned; if ſo; 
you have good grounds of hope for a. plentiful 
harveſt, becaule you ſow ſtore of pood+ ſeed ; 
are much. in holy duties, .and ſincere in them; 
many a Prayer upon the file, many a tear drop- 
&d into Gad's bottle : much grace laid” out in 
duty, andtime ſpent init, adaily care to pleaſe 

| God, andupon Seripture-grounds canilay claim 
'- to many a- pramiſe on-the-account of Chrilt : 
What you fow, you ſhallfreap, Gal. 6. 8. - Tour 

- lobowr ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 2 Cor. 15. 
{ .v. 58. Say unto the righteong,, it ſhall be well with 
them, for they: ſhall tat the fruit of their doings, 
1ſa 3. 10. And the leſs, is received, the more 
is behind... Improvements 'of grace do. book 
down many a mercy for Believers, which. pol- 
bly they, rhaynot receive; all their life, and yet 
be ſure; audryrnsto acconnt.in the Inheritance 
Prepared | for then 3. and: this.isgood Trading 
which briggs in honds and, bills: that are ſpre,and 
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t # hall bepard to Heavenly Traders in.their--own 

n Count Gol 3.7 | 9% t> 4 , - 
> | :.-Si3thly, That's good Trading where the pre- + 7 
<4 af 


- ſent gycomes maintain the Trader; and. 1s myen 
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isgot by it as they may live by; when'a- pet- 
fo can live comfortably upon his gettings,with- 
ont impairing the ſtock: If it be ſo with thee: 
Believer in thy Heavenly Trade, then haſt thoij 
z00d Trading. Try Chriſtians, your thriving * 
br your livelihood ?. can you live comfortably 
upon the fruits of Religion, Cant.2. 3: 1ſa- 40.31, 
doth your Religion-midintain your Souls and” 
Graces well? Joh. 4- 30. at what rate do you 
live ? © Men that thrive inthe world uſnally fv 
well, have good fare} and good cloathing; 
Diet, Apparel, Expences, do ſoon ſhew mens 
gettings} Indeed Prodigals may ſpend hight 
live well for a time, Hut then they cannot hold 
it, they foon break ; but when men can bear. 
LHberal expences, and their eſtates not impaired; 
it argues ſuch dothrive apace, and get well in 
their Trades ; ſo 'tis with thriving Chriſtians 
_ ordinarily live at a higher rate of peat 
and comfort than others, P/.1 1þ.- 165. P[. 80. 1g. 
their fare is better; "utſeſs. the health of their 
Souls'do fometimes call to faſting and affliftion; 
ſtrong Chriſtians, overcoming Souls, have bet. 
ter Proyiſions promis'd them than others : ſud 
feed on hidden na, Rey. 2. 17. and marrowy: 
bits ;' milk is for babes, but ſtr6ng meat for. 


a 


t0 do judgment : Foy and pleaſure (Taith Mirren) * 
3s the. fruit. of wel-doing to ſuch: (k) Such can” 
expend more than others, who have larger 
proportion of Bleſlings on their Souls. bod: | 
ſon may be truly gracious, and yet live unce 

fortably in his Soul, and it the wayes of God 
"Tk Lathis boenis oi ex juſte faltis furs. FR 
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tothe deft Trade, 37t 
but: he that thrives. in Godlineſs, bath larger 
incomes of ſweetneſs and- peace,, and makes 
won bo mersy meal on: the review. of bis itt 
tegrity, andthegrace of God in and towards 
him; Pſa. 112; 2. * : 


- Seventhly, Layings up; as well as layin 
out beſpeaks good Trading, when men 


- their bags and enlarge their poſſeſſions, | furan 


Purchaſers, and” begia to join houfe to: hoſe, 
and field: to: field, then” they; manifeſtly ſhew 
their thrivings :..So when Souls thrive: in, theig 
Heavenly Trade; they begin to- lay- up for 


'Heaven;and to be ring fot another world-z 


they. lay vp Treaſute in Heaven, Mari 6, 21: 
get bags that wax not old : weak Chriſtiang /are 


all for their - comforts here,- how they may 
; maintain their peace and pleaſure in the way!; 


but ſtrong Chriſtians, thriving Souls, they have 
their thoughts upon their, journeys end, aod to 
inake proviſions: for. their. future ſtare : Bread 
and Water- contents them. here, . Gen. 284-20. 

little ſpenging Money ih the way to- help them 

me is all they jnrend for ; But their chigteſt 
vp for Heaven z. When ſhall 1--pro- 
wide. for mine own houſe, ſaith 7acob, Gen, 30,30. 
Soithe thriving. Chriſtian js' thoughtful about 
his houſe in Heavenz to-make allthe provilians 
lie-can-for-that ; he will lay up in.ſtore-a. ggod | 


fousdationto lay tibld oneternal life, 1-7 mw; 6. 


19% he. ig for. ſecuring all he! ay; for +heaven, -. 2am 
aud for ſuch works as. will fallow. hir-2.beavill.---.-7 + 
* turn all he may into moveables, that '.h&\ may--*=-* 
iomnſniezbery ney his Connerey: Thongs 
this world ate Nak 4 down to the earth, and. 
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37: @The Yeavenly'Trade 

cannot be removet; but thriving Chriſtians are' 

for ſuch goods'as they can knock up, and carry I | 
with them to their own home: T hey ſtrive ow} 
pray, hear, think, ya do, foffer,'and all for F 
eternity : their affeftions are gone: before''to 
Heaven, while their-bodies are impriſon'd in the 
World. As *tis ſaid of the Athenians, when be= 
ſieged by Sy#a, their hearts''' were with him 
without the walls; whiles their + bodies were 
forc'd to ſerve within-(a).- Saris with enrich- 
_ ed Chriſtians; theWorld is a Priſon to them; 

a ſtrange Coutifrey where they have been ſcnt 
to'trade ;- and'when they bave fill'd their ſacks, 

and got al they can, they long* to depart into 
theit "own Countrey. By cheſs things (Chriſti: 

ans) may you" know- what kind ' of- Trade you 
drive for Heaven ; and what ſhare you have in | 
this great engagement to thanſpgiving. | 


ObjeR. - Al this: mates againſt mit, "and ' confirnit 
' my Juſt fears that I am a ſtranger to ſpiritual 
 thrivings; I new ſee "tis" 4 pieefut Trade 1 
- drive ingbdlineſs I profeſs, hear, ' pray, pit-- 
form duties, "enjoy 'priviledges, biit am never thi 
"better. <0 how may I writs loſt labour on' all 
my per formatites ! I need no greater proof than 
"theſe | evidenres 3 nor other ' judge than” " 

own conſezence, 't# convince my languiſhing- { 
of © daily waſtes and' poverty 'in © my- ' heavenly 
' Trade: What ſlall I do to get my caſe mended, 
and once atthin to true thrivings in this bily / 
Calling. En IN, 7 x. 
Ta) Anime: extra mans, corpora *merty tats, ſeronentts 
inirs mure; babner int, Parerc. — of _ 
ol. 


Sm. hn 


" , — os” wy -S. 
: 


” he. 


——_ Y 


—— "thobet Evade.” 373 
Set. There are four things which uſually 
make men thriving in theic earthly. Trades; 


which do alſo contribute to proſperity in this 
heavenly Merchandiſe. 


I A provident care, 
2 Adiligent hand. 
3 A ſecret trade. 
4 Aaron bleſſing. 


Firſt, Men that are thriving in the World are 
provident and careful to prevent their {dangers, 
to ſecure their intereſts, and proportion 
means to their advantage. ' And-10 muſt Chtj- 
ſtians that think. ever to flouriſh in godlineſs: 
what loſſes and miſcarriages in Religion might a 


; Provident care prevent ?. were , temptations 


way-laid , and corruptions timely . guarded 
againſt; ſouls. might eicape many ſurpriſals of 


- fin, and abatements in grace : Neycr think to 


proſper in holineſs, till you are provident to 
prevent its weakninegs, and contribute all yon 
may towards is ſtrength and enlargement.. One 
enjoys a good frame of ſoul, much peace and 
Joy in believing; and for want of watchfulneſs 
loſeth all again, _ Another hath got little pow- 
er over his. corruptions for a, time, x) | for 
want .of a. provident care to avoid enſnaring 


, occaſions, . js. oyercome again, Another Mrs, 


choice advantage pur into his hand, for ſpirit 
good, bur not cxerciſing a timely. care and' pre. 


chews: to improve it, miſcarries in all his 


hop:$and labors; and by theſe changes” ahd 


- Inferruptions their ſpiritual welfare'is impeded: 


Bb 3 Go 


Summer, Prov. 6. 6.8. Be wiſe as | 
decline danger as ſoon as ſeen, and guard their 
nobleſt part, though with the hazard' of their 
All, Marth. 19. 16, Walk, tircumſpetHy as wiſe, 
Eph.5.15- O how happy might Chriſtians be, 
were they as provident for their ſouls as 

are for their bodies ! and 'did exerciſe their. 
reaſon, 'care and fore-ſight tofurther their ſpi 
ritual intereſts; and without this Provideat 


care, never think to proſper in this heaveily! 


Merchandiſe. Take heed of grace-waſting ſing, 
of any ſecret-.luſt allowed, or ſweet morſd 
rouled gnder your tongue, that will prove 3 
moth in your ſpiritualeſtate, and keep you low 
- in your heavenly intereſts. Souls under ſome 
PerPrexing luſt, are like Jae! under the pre- 
vailing hand of Mdian againſt them, Fuds. 6, 
3». 446- When Iſrael had ſown, the Midianites 
came up, and the Amalekites, and the children of 
the Eaſt, and - encamped againſt them, and de- 
Proyeavhe encreaſe of the earth, and left no. ſuſte- 
nance for-lſrael, neither Sheep,nor Ox, nor Aſs ;— 
Fd Uracl was greatly impoveriſhed: So "tis with 
ſuch 3 no ſooner: have they got any mercy, 
frame, experience, hope, or ſoul adyantage, but 
preſently a prevailing luſt riſerth up,and deſtro 
all: Cry untothe Lord, as 1ſ- ae! did, until 
deliver you from every iniquity : make no peace 
Wie worry vption, peyer let _it reſt till whol- 
ly deſtroyed/ iF-you' think to proſper in, your 
fouls and converſations,” 'Be o_—_ alſo 
take all os for godlinels, watching y 
opportunities tor every duty, keeping "oil 
So9 { 41 1 ſoul 


. 


,  - 


z-7 


F 4 : 2 v» & n ” of g =o : A \ F414 l : . ” 
hat 4 - " l " Fo 
' - 6 | 4 i, 
— _—_ . 4 _, by 
nn « — - G 
. 
, . * 
714 . 4 ons . *% X 
L- I " F } »S . "7's - :, a oy 


Go learn of the Ant, ſhe provideth her meat in 


< © 4W 2 © 


4 


ab cc ac i. Wo © 7 


Les fs AE... .- + 44 -* nw $LDY a Su COIRTSIS DES a | 


- Gor marketand fair, and 


taking the beſt ſeaſon 
to lay out grace, and get in profit, Prov. 8. 34- 
Be careful to get ſome good from every thing, 
and to keep and fſave' what you have; and this 


” will tend to ſoul-thriving, As 2. 46. 


Secondly, A diligent hand tends to thriving; 
men. thar proſper in the World take pains, at 
follow their employments ; riſing early, ſitting 
up late, neglecting no buſineſs that may help on 
to profiting. So mult you that intend to thrive 


# in Religion; you muſt mike it your bulineſs, 
you mult be labourers in Gods Vineyard, fohn 


6.27. and workmen indeed that rieed not be 
aſhamed, 2 Tim. -2. 15. Chriſtians for themoſt 
part are too ſlothful in their ſpiritual buſineſs, 
to have their\profiting appear : it will caſt you 
more-ſtriving to eliter into the ſtrait-gate, and 
get ground in the narrow way that leads tolife; 
more blows mult paſs before your enemies will 
down, and more ſtrokes at your work before 
your intereſts wilk come in : Running, ſtriving, 
wreſtling; inlabours more abundant; in weari- 
neſs, agd painfulneſs, in watching': What pains 
will men take for the World ? She riſeth alfo 


. While it is night, ——— Her candle goeth not ofte by 
1 


night : That neither day nor night ſeeth ſleep wit 
ry eyes. Te compaſs Sea, «ad Land: and ſhould 
they not much more for heaven? The moſt 
diligent ſoul js the moſt thriving ſoul ; "Always 
abounding in the work_of the Lord; loſtant' i 
ſeaſon, and. out of ſeaſon, taking every oppor- 
tunity for Heayen : And what their band finds 
to do, t0.do it with. all there. might, this is the 
way to ſoulthriving, 1.Gr.9; 24, 235- Heb, 
| Bb 4 * - "IS. 4 
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376 @The Veaventy Trade 
12. 4. Eph. 6. 12. 1Cor. 11-23, '27- Prov, 31; 
15. 18. Eccleſ. 8. 16. Matth. 2.3.1 5. Ecclef. y. 10... 

Thirdly, Driving a ſecret Trade ot holineſs 
is ſoul-thriving : Men that have ſome peculiar 
art, and unknown myſtery in their Trade which. 
1snot ordinary and common, uſually get great- 
eſt cyuſtomand advantage” : Sois it ' this hea- 
venly Trade; the more men are taken up it 
the myſteries of Godlineſs, 1 Tim. 3. 16. the 
more they thrive in Religion. There's a ſecret 
in holineſs, which no ſtranger intermeddles F . 
with, Prov. 14. 10.' There's a way within 
the veil; the hidden part in which ſouls are 
made to know, wiſdom, Pſal. 51. 6. ' Hidden 
riches of ſecrer places, which thriving Chriſti-- 
ans meet with, Jſa. 45. 3. If you would profſ- 
per in Godlineſs, be fure to maintain the ſecret 
duties of piety : The religion of moſt men lies 
in the Market-place, and in the view of others; 
their hearts, their cloſets are not privy to any 
ſecret tranſactions between God and their ſouls; 
and in the praiſe of men they have their re- 
ward : but the thriving trade of Chriſtianity, is 
the ecret trade. Chriſtians be moſt in thoſe ay | 
ries which men leaſt obſerve, and chiefly exce 
lent inthe inviſible part of your viſible work: 
Publick. duties are moſt honourable, but ſecret ' 
duties the moſt gainful, Adarth. 6. 4. And thy 
Father which.. ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee 


Pay... 
Fourthly, The bleſſing of God maketh rich: 
Prov. 10. 22. Promotion cometh not from the 
Eaſt,nor from the my ; nor proſperity from mens 
angers cnds, but from God's hand. Dear. 28. 
8, 10. 
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$, 10, 11, 12+ The Lord ſhallc cmmand his bleſſing 
toon thee in © thy Store-bouſes, and in all which 
uſetteſt thy band unto >————The' Lord ſhall 


Y. make thee plentions in Goods :———The Lord fdall 


open to thee” bis good Treaſures, the Heavens to 
ive thee ram. to thy Land in. "his ſeaſon, and to 


| Teſs af the work, thy hand: (and then. comes 


Riches) | Ad thou ſhalt lend unto many Nations, 
and thou ſhalt not borrow : Proſpeirity, both- ſpi- 
ritna} and temporal, comes at- God's ſending 


\. Pal 118.25. 0 Lord, Thbeſeech thee ,' ſend now 


Proſperity : Pal. 18.' 32,33. He: reftereth my 
Soul, heleadeth me in the Paths of Righteouſneſs * 
Pſal. 23-3, 5. Thou anointeſt wy Head with Oil: 
Thou bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof *, thy Paths dy6 
farneſ} : Plal..65. 10, 11." The Lord ſhall Pars 
thee continually , and ſatisfy thy ſoil in droucht, 
and make fat thy bones, and thou ſhalt be like a 
watred Garden, and like a Spring of Water, whoſe 
Waters fail not, Iſa. 53.13. Iwill be as the Dew + 
to Wrael, be ſhall grow as the Lilly, and taft forth 
his Root as Lebanon; Hof. ' 14. 5. Secure an in- 
tereſt in the promiſes, and ger- your ſouls 
brought under the ſhowers of bleſſing, if ever 
you taink to thrive in Godlineſs. Improve thri- 
ving Graces;and take proſperous courſes; theſe 
are under a promiſe of bleſling : rhough every 
grace and duty do in their meaſure helpon foul 
proſperity, yet there are ſome graces-and-du- 


ries have a more ſpecial influence- 'on ſpiritual 


thrivings. $6 U” 

- Fifſt, Faith isa ſoul-proſpering grace: 2 Chr. 
20. 207 Believe 1-the' Lord your God, ſo ſhall ye 
be- eſtabliſhed : - believe bis Prophits, ſo ſhall ye ' 
$TI07G proſper 
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Eph. '6- 16. * Above 4ll take the ſhield. 


7 x r, Bez. Every 
grace is uſefulin the ſpiritual warfare, but Faith 
ſpecially : other graces"may (with Sal) Nlay 


wag thouſands: , | $ thay he qu" 
of er racer TAS venches hery darts, 
yea all the fiery-darts of Satan, which does 
wonderfully further thriving : The juſt ſha live 


faith, Heb. 10. 38. Faith \will maintain the. 


'slife in the greateſt ſtraits and exigences; 
aith.is a receiving grace, it takes in whateyer 
is laid up in the promiſe 4 and that's thriving 
Gal. 3. 22. That the promiſe by Faith might 
given to them that believe. A ſoul-enriching 
grace, rich in. Faith, Jam. 2. 5. A working 
grace, Aud the work of faith with power, 
2 Theſ. 2. 4+ | A powerful grace; it gives 
ſoul experience of the mighty power of God 
Eph. 1: 19,20. What is the exceeding greatneſs of 
bs pawer tous ward who believe, according to thy 
working of, bis mighty power, which be wrought in 
Gift, when he raiſed bim from the dead, 1 The. 
2. 13-*Tis a ſtrengthnjng grace: Owt of we 
neſs were made ftrong, Heb. 11. 34. through it 
doth the Lord let-out his abundant. grace : 
And the grace of ow Lard was exceeding abun- 
dent with faith and love, which 1s in Chrih Feſws, 


' IT; 1. 14-- It doth exceedingly nouriſh the 


ſoul in grace, and edifie it to ſalvation : -1 Tim- 
4. 6. Nouriſbed up in the words of faith, 1 Tim. 
1-4. Which minſter queſtions rather thay edify- 


"hug which is in faith: One. reaſon why ſouls , 


proſper 


Sat faith (with David) lays 
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" is the he Trade, 379 
oroſper.no more in piety is their Unbelief; 
ire full of doubti A fears, and ekiodng | 
pon every turn, {till wavering as a wave of 
Sea 3, ſuch/cannat receive much at.the hand 
God,..butare ſtill weak, and going back in 
Religion, ..Be much in believing the promiſes 
inſt hope, and above fears, if ever you 
think toproſper in Religion. 
Secondly, Love to God, his Name, ways and 
- intereſt isa Soul-proſpering Grace. Let them 
thet love bim, be as the Sun hdr orth in 


, 
4 
- 


bis might : Judg- 5. 31s T al proſper that 
love thee, Plal-122. 6. OY, alſo love 
2 name be joyſul in thee, for tho Lord wile 
ſs the Righteous, with favonr wilt thou compaſs 
bim as with « Shield, Pfal. 5. 11, 12. Love to 
God muſt needs be a proſpering Grace, becauſe 
- It brings the Soul under the bleſſing of God, 
god within the compaſs of his ſecuring Shield. 
ve is a Soul ſtrengthning and eſtabliſhing 
Grace. . Eph. 3. 17.. Being rooted and grounded 
in Lovegnleuanopi, ſetin afirm Ground, not 
eaſily ſhakenfromGod or their integrity. Love 
makes a_graming Soul. Eph. 4+ 15. Speaks 
the truth mn lave, way grow up in him, who 3s the 
head in all things, rd helps on <dification in 
Grace, ver. I'6.. maketh increaſe of the Ry 
the edifying of it ſelf in love ; Love c 
3 he Soul after God, makes his Commands plea- 
ſant, and.quickens the heart to make halte in the 
. way. to Glory ; the more you loye God, the 
More will. ſper.in Gadlineſs. 
— Thirdl llity isa Soul-proſpering Grace, 
and vader A promiſed Blefing. Prov: 29. 23. 
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Honony ſhall wphold the bumble in Spirit, (k) ſhall 


bear him up from falling, aid bring him unto by. 
zur ((airh Montanus) Prov. 15. 33- By bumi: 
lity are Riches aid bonowr - The' humble Sout 
muſt needs be athriving Soul, for 'God giveth 
Grace to it, 7.4m. 4. 6. yea, dwelleth with the 


humble to revive the Spirit of the _ 


Jſa. 57. 15- There's a great deal of Pride j 
moſt Chriſtians, and rhat hinders Soul-thriving, 
rond of Parrs and Grace, proud under feemi 
amility, proud of humility ; Low Valleys are 
fruitful, when lofry Mountains are barren : The 
rich ſit in a low place : Eccl. 10.6. Such as art 
rich in Wiſdom (1) (faith Mercer) they fit in 4 
low place; they come down, and lie low in 
themſelves, (2) folly is ſet in great dignity: 
Poor, fooliſh, empty Creatures, they are high 
i0'conceit as well as place,, many times : but 
the, moſt rich and thriving Souls, theſe are 
poorelt in Spirit, and loweſt in their gwn eyes; 


the richer the Metal the heavier z Gold weighs. 


down Silyer and Tin; the fuller of fruits bran- 
ches are, the more they bow : He ſendeth thi 
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Springs into the Valleys, Pl2l. 14. 10. Pal. 65.13, W 


art 'covered over with Corn: | Vineyards 
thrive beſt in low places': Qne Branch ofGrapes 
from the Valley of Eſbco!, was ſaid to be a bur- 
den for two” men, Numb. 13. 23. would you 


flouriſh in Grace? take heed of Pride: Pride” 


int the Soul, (faith one) 5s like the 'Spleen in the 
Body, 'when. that ſwelleth, all the other parts lan- 
guiſh : "ris Posſon at the Root of the. - Tree, which 
- (k).-Suftextas. Munſt, IJ 19! - (1) Divices guibus 
: Men) ts ipſa abjeFione, Tl rom WT: 

f corrupts 
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| corrupts the ſap>—=< Tis fo dangerous: 4 Poiſoh; that 


of anotber Paiſan' there was confetted a courter- 
priſon to- preſerve. Paul fromit : would youproC 
pen in; Godlinefs? be perſons of low, humble 
ſpirits, (Mr. Adams on 2 Per. 2 Cor. 12. 7. Faxalt 
bim that is low and: abaſe bim that 5s'bigh, Etek. 
21+ 26: Ta 3 T6 
Fourthly, Another: choice fruitiof the Spirit 
which will further Soul thriving, -is Sincerity'; 
Prov. 14.11: The T abernacle\ of the upright. ſhall 
flouriſh : They ſhall have good' thirigs' in' poſſeſſiaa, 


+ Prov. 28. 10. they ſhall not only be prelerv'd 


from cvil;-. apd- eſcape the Pit into which the 
Wicked fall ; but: ſhall. be ſure to meet with 
good; Bleflings; good \thirgs ſhall be given to 
chem as their .lyheritance, as Aquila and Theo- 
doſius interpret it, nanexdInoorres, Thou ſteweſt 
mercy to: thy Servants, that watk; before thee with 
all their heart,” '2; Chron. 6:114;5 He that bath 
cthean hands xd; :a-qure bearty' who bath not lifs ap 
his Soul ro vanity, nor ſworii'deceafully, be ſhall 
receive the | Bitſhng from the Lord; and Righteonſ- 


. neſs fromthe God: of bis Saltation, Pal. 24-4. 5. 


Upright Souls wuit needs profper,, they dwell 


& \inche preſence ofiiGod,! Fats 140. 14.5) He will 


withbold:no good thing from them; Bſad. 84 1.1. 
His Countenance beholds.them, 'Pſal:1 1: x God 
engages>ms alſafficjiency for:theic good;! (rm. 
4544.) Fhey" ſhall: bold on their: way, cend; wax 
ftrongerant:ſtronger, Fob:29% 9; and ſhall fuely 


3 ſb 3 rm gt 1199 work that fe 
ba kt Jogos uf ue -fauſlof Gel 


Law, anugnthe. Commaremnems, te feek;y's 


Otel) che. Gidit with. all his heart, -oid proſpered: 
"We [4 


382 CheDeavenlyTrade. 
*tis not thy many Duties before God, but the 
Oneneſs of thy" heart with God: nor the bulk 
of thy - Services, - 'but- the fincerity of thy 
Soul, which will tnake thee proſperous in thy. 
heavenly intereſts. f 
Again,: Take thriving courſes, proſperouy 
Ways, as well 2s proſpering Graces, theſe arg 
under a promiſed Blefling”alſd. ..Not to multi- 
ply parciculars : Thete are four thriving ways: 


in whick Chriſtians may attain to a proſperou ; 
Trade in Chriſtianity: 


> 
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"1. Self-Exiontration- | / | 
* 2 Prayer. _ | 4 . 
gh a Exjemensf Cod. | 


5H £4 


Firſt, Be often examining; -and calling yout” 
felves to an account how matters ſtand wit 
your Souls : . Traders that: would be” thriving Y 
will be often viewing their Books, andtrying 
their Accompts, and have ſome'ſet days, whet 
=y ſurvey their- Goods, caſt up their Books 

try whether they gain,or looſes, and ſo-mult'F 
Chriſtians that would profit in Religion, they 
muſt be often judging themſelves, that" they. 
be not- judged, 1 Cpy. 11. 31: 'they'poult cal” 
up their Accompts,: and try their State whe 
"They uy arr rogue _—_— pe: :aer 
 yoter ways :. try\ how e ſtands with you, 
7 vibev you get or-lofd and what's the: cauſe 
yoga mp Iwores >. x o Pſal. 7 
Commune with your hearts upon your Beds, and bt. 
fille. 2 Cor. 13. 5. Examice A” 


4 
: o ”» 
F 4 
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ou be in the Faith, prove yo felver;; 
Nd your own ſt _ ew tha Fef "954 Chrif pig 
you except 'you bt Reprobares. The negleft of 
" tliis examination /is-one cauſe of that great mi- 
- Rake of perſons about their Soul-ſtate, ſoitre 
thinking themſeives better; Rev. 3. 15.  bthets 
ging 'themleives worſe than they re : which 
ets ſecurity it ſome ; diſconragethehr if 
others, crrour and flath inal. Ariht eſtimate 
- of. thy ſpiritual capacity, either poverty ot 
- Tiches, gain loſs is abſolutely titedfill to Fe 
- gulate thy duty unto a right afﬀedting of thy 
| heart; and advance of thy ſpifitual intereſts : 
Look over the*Day-book of thy heart and 
-Aife every nightz poſting all thy Accomprs on 
_ the large k of- thy Cotiſcleate, ahd rake 
-. ſome ſpecial timefor a more full ſurvey of thy 
Soul and State for Eternity 4" this will be of 
uſe to fiirther. Soul-thriving; 

\ 3, Secondly, If you would profper in 
Jools, be mach and mighty with God in 
7 'Tis fald of Uzziah, 'that be 

- G v5 the  days- of Zechariah, who had '| 


4h | ary the. Viſions of Got, ani bo « be 
; in Bn He' ( ſaith' one) can never be 
this meas he came tothe YI/ions £2 
take towards m1 $your'E 


y the Lord, God inade bim'to profper; 
5. Right Frayer isa wohder " 10h 
gas pray well. : One reafon-why this 
pered as long, as he fought the Eord: 
woke tr hit to rake ke p right W A 
2 Prayer you -# jth" Pa a 
> ask Counſel Dot is go 
0 


= danger,. _—_ what © ig ; do ro carry ® 
Duty, and obtain Mercy, 2.Swn. 2 3+ 6:9- 
30. 7.,and by, Prayer, you. procuge &p Y 
the Graces and Supplies you need, 1 Chron- 4-1g, 
And Jabeſh called on = God of lſrael, ſ-ying 
O that thou wouldſt bleſs me, indeed, and tra 
my Coaſts, and that thine band might be with th ms 
and that thou wopldeſt keep: me from evil, that, 
may not grieve-me : and God. granted ,him, tt 
he requeſted., Prayer brings down the Spirit 
ſometimes .inſenſible - agd almoſt intolerable 
meaſures thereof. When ehat precious-Seryat 
of the .Lord Mr. Bruce in Scotland (of wha” 
King Fames ſaid he was worthy of the. halt, gf 
tis Kingdom) had ſadly repreſented the Chuwh. 
ches Caſe, then -under eminent - danger, - they 
was ſuch a ſenſible down-pouring of the Spirit; 
that they could hardly containthemſelves,; yew 
an unuſual motion on thoſe who were in oth”, 
parts of the houſe, not knowing the cauſe of Þ 
at that time, O: what great things did Abr® 
ham, Facob, Moſes, en =; Samuel, Ell a 
and other Servants of G t. out of the hang? 
of God! Luther was a mighty man if Praych, 
Tis {aid of him, he. could get of God whar |} 
would, (=) nothing is too hard for Faith aut 
Prayer, becauſe it ſeeksnothing but what Gag: 
is willing to ſpare, and hath promiſed togive:; 
Labour -to get a mighty Spirit of Prayer ;; 
Gift of Prayer will not do, it mult be:the-S 
rit of Pra er, Which is a purey and heart 
cleanſing Spiit , and cannot dwell with the 
leaſt regarded Sin : Gifts of Prayer Ahoy ] 
"(n) Ile vir potwis quod wolwit, 2 —_', 
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bs aſions may be mighty on the Spirits of 


vey prevailing with'God fof 
id of Naanan , be was a 


So therd are. ſome. that ſeem 

wigh men in Prayer and can wonderfully 
mi affections of others ; pray like Angels, 

| but al the while'are Lepers, under the ruling 
. power of ſome ſecret luſt; pride, paſlion; co- 


; vetouſneſs, uncleanneſs, and the like, which 


. they hide under their Tongue ; but ſuch are far 
"from this mighty power- of Prayer, which 
brings down the Spirit on their own hearts or 
+ xjpnin Ah Chriſtians! if you would prix; 
Face, get and improve the Spirit of Grace 
Supplication: 
ETA Another thriving wa iS to en engage 


” God with you in all your undertakin 


+ this made Joſeph ſo proſperous in all he ai 

God was with him. Ger: 39. 23. Becauſe the 
Lord was with him and that which he did, he 
made it to » prope 2 Sam: 5. 10, And Dawd 


went 0n,and grew great, and the Lord God of Hoſts 
. was with bim.  *T was not his Wiſdom; alour, 


' Nor any means he uſed, bur the gracious pre- 


' ſence of God with him that riiade him'to grow 
ſo great: This made Solomon to* proiperq 
2 Chron. Fra 11. Now my Kc the oy of with 
thee, and proſper thee. hen per lole., 
gracious Ks 4M of God, they- ſooo fail I 
teratioh, and begin to wither and Gece in q 
ſouk-comforts and proſperity > Thou didff bigh 
| dba tk and.1 was troubled, Pſal. 30. 6. Trop 
like 4 withered foo, that loſeth ſap po! 


VILONT 3 


P - 
bs 


v$0e . Z 
Vigour, [Mr. Leith: FonabAoon found a changs'Þ 
ta his Soul; it ceaſed to be with hit as befe 1 
| whenonce he+fled from the preſence of God* is 
He never had agood day after he loft the pre: 
ſence of God, but Storms, Tempeſts, Snpwrack 
of hace, fhfery ad proſperity, and a caſting in» 
tothede diſtreſs, and ruining dangers . 
Fonahb. 1. 3, 10. Ah Chriſtians? as you love 
your ſouls, and your ſpiritual welfare, take heed” 
of loſing God's gracious preſence ; whoſe com-"il - 
pany ſoerver you loſe, keep the Lord's preſeny 
ith you ; abide with him, and he will abide 
with you : 2 Chrox. 15.2. The Lord is with you: 
white you be with him; and if you ſeek, bim, wi 
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will be found of you: Put away the unclean think 
and he will dwell in you, and walk. in you, 2 Cor 
6. 16. Love him, and keep his commandments, 


and he will take up his abode with you, Job. 14 
23. Content not you ſelves with any priviledgs# 
except you have God with you: If thy preſena ©. 
0 not with us, carry us not at Exod. 31.15, 
proteſt (faith Mr. Bruce, when wreſtling for the 
preſence of God with him in his going to. 
preach) 1wil/nor go except thou go with me. $ | 
Fonrthly,- Follow the counſel of God, if you 
would thrive -in the work and way of God : 
Joſh. 1. 8. This book of the Law ſhall not depart 
ont of - thy month, but thou ſhalt meditate therein. 
day and might, that rho mayeſt chſerve to tle ac- 
__ that is —_ therein; for te 
thou make thy way profperons, ani thot 
ſhate have good ſuce AS 38. 20. Obey, I be-: 
ſerch thee, the voice of the Lord © which I ſpra 
ante thee; ſo it ſhall be well to thee, _—_—— 


He MS 22s he 
4+ b is the bel 
| ancy, 5% | <PEVNLAD - | 
"u Tron Ons One cauſe w olper no' 
inReligion, is, chat lirt [en projer ws wor make 
- of doing the will of. God : men hear, but for- 
| T- the word; others know their Lord's will, 
F not themfelvesto d6 it.. We live 
; . inn. of notions, not of motion after God ; 
men that ſee Countries in a Map, but care 
= not to rravel into them ;, bare knowledge plea- 
- fechanolt Mens zeal after truth, is like Abſ«- 
| lows love to his Father David, only to ſee him, 
not to ſerve him: 2 Sam 14. 32. Let the ſee 
the King's face;, which he no ſooner did, but 
| Fonfpired againſt him : So moſt care for no-more 
{ .thanto behold truth, notto dwell with it 3 and 
| hence 'tis that proſperity is ſucha ſtranger to 
- them ; *Twas not direftions could heal Naanen 
of his leproſy, but obedience; he was never 
- | the bettertill he followed the Prophet's coun- 
* 4, and waſhed in Forder : that which wadethe 
- ground rain'd upon, to be nigh to curſing, was 
not bringing forth fruit meer for them, by whom 
cores dielſed, Heb, 6.8. Do-not only ſeek af- 
ter, bur walk after the truth, if you think to 
proſper i in Religion, Fe. '1. 25. The doers of 
the word ſhall be bledſed intheir deed. 


Objeft. Ts the def iff my y ſoul to live i the 
exerciſe of every grate, gt diſcharge of '4 
duty, and ſome weak; endeavours I have 
thengh too too ſhort, with many cries for this 
ſoul-proſyerity, but canto? yet atrain umo it": 
Mithinls I' am like 4 wither 'd arm, @ dry trees 
and barren womb, nothing. doth me goods, no 
food, ſeed or ſhowers make me thriving _ anid 
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wiful : 1 fear I ſhall be a laft cut down, aid | tk 
ny by for the fire,  \ | ae. 
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Sol. Firſt, Thou mayeſt thrive. in Religion, * 
and not know it for a Seaſon; thy profiting may 
be, though notappear.: The Tradeſman may "FF 
bring home gain 1n his Purſe, though untold 
men know not their getrings till they caſt up 
their Accounts: thy prolperity may be as a7 
casked Jewel,and Friend under diſguiſe, 1f your. 
would eſtimate your adyantage, ſurvey your; 
ſelves, compare your preſent with your former," 

ſtate; what were you? what are you ? ſpeal Z 
out ſoul: was there not. a tithe when thouÞ 
wert blind, thou couldeſt ſee no evil in fin, nor? 
excellency in grace? but now thy eye is open-} 
ed, and things appear otherwiſe to thy Soul” 
than they did : - Now there 'is nothing ſo vile as * 
thy wicked heart, and-waies; and nothing ſo.M- . 
deſirable as Chriit and holineſs. 6 
Thou wert once dead in fin, thou did*ſt not- 
feel or fear any hurt if it, or danger by it, bur 
now ”cis otherwiſe - thou canſt not ſin, but thy /F | 
. Conſcience ſmites thee : nor God threaten, but. 
it affrights thee : thy quick-ey'd Conſcience ſoon; 
eſpies the leaſt failing in thy duty, fatſeneſs in” 
thy hearc, or errour-u thy life ; and, as a.Ser-., 
jeant arreſts thee, and hales thee to the Judg. +}, 

» Thou could'ſt formerly live without God, and 

be as- ſtill as the dead body in the Grave, and the | 
burning brand in the Fire: but now asa Bone . * 
out of joynt,thou art reſtleſs till in Communion ., Þ - 
with him: L remembred God and was .trou- 


bled, Pfal. 77. 3- Tha. © 
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| fdes the Shepherds Tents, Caxr. 1. 3. Thy foot 
hath held his ſteps, and thou eſteemeſt the 


word of his mouth more than thy neceſlary 
. food, Job 21. 11, 12. ; 


= | Object. But may not @n Hypocrne go fo far, and 
"all this be no more than achange from darkneſs 
to Conſcience-lioht and from Sin to Common 
Grace. 


Sol. Common light cannot ſee a deſirableneſs 
in Chriſt for himſelf, nor-bring the ſoul to count 
all things drofs and dung to win him, and ob- 
F tain the excellency” of the knowledg of Chriſt 
CF 2s thy Lord ; but- ſaving light ſees, one Chriſt 
- worth ten thouſand Warlds, and quits all ro 
[take him, Phil. 3.8. 

. Common light ſees noevil in Sin; but Gnilt, 
t- and Torment, loſs of Comfort, and ſenſe of 
Puniſhment, Gey. 4. 13: but true Grace, when in 
. exerciſe, loaths Sin when it pretends Love; and 
/ flies from Sin when. it makes largeſt proffers; 
. and fears Sin'when it ſees no danger, when there 
# 18.no breach vn preſent comfort feeled; or dan- 

ger of future miſery feared, Te. 2. 11. 12- The 
» F gracious ſoul; like Fofeph, when rempred with 
fattery, ſecur*d with ſecreſie, purſued with reft- 
leſs importunity to wickedneſs, yet cannot cloſe 
with it, aad fin againſt God, Gen. 39. 9. Com- 
- CC 3 mon 


_ ww cc - + 
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399 _ Chr Prabealy Cyade | 
mon light can dwell with works of . darkneſs, * 
andconſiſt: with'an unſanRified ' beart” andilife;® 
2 Per.2, 1,2: Common light:aod luft-never fall} 
out but when it awakens conſcience, or weakens : 
intereſts : but ſaving} grace cannot beat that 
which is evil, Rev. 2-2. or ever'bde brought 19- 
atreaty with fin, im order to an agreementy 
Cal.5. 15. but, with Sarab, can never - be at 
reſt till the bond-woman, and her ſon- be turu'd M.- 
out of door, Gen. 21- 10. common grace may 
be offended at fin, but never hates. fin; there is W 
ho contrariety founded in their nature or dif. 
terence; but what may upon terms.be made up,3 
Like 2.3. 12. Andifit ſeems to have an-indig- 
nation againſt ſin, yet *tis not againſt every ſn; 
and at all times, nor irreconcilable. any time: W- 
but-ſaving grace hates the very being of ſin, 
2 Cor--7. 11., Andas the Tyger flies at the yery 
picture of a man, ſadoth. Grace abhor the ap 
pearance of evil: *Tis nniverſal againſt the 
whole ſpecies, and every kind of fin; an enmity 
founded in the nature of grace, and therefore 
irreconcilable, Pſal. 1 3p. 22- and derived from 
the riches of grace, Pſ. 97. 10; and'greatneh 
of-redemption-love : It cannot be reconcile 
to ſin, becauſe ſin cannot be reconciled to grace, 
or admit of any lave to, or enjoyment - of Godz 
but ſtill interrupts the ſonl's I, hol 
hens pegs in God, his chiefelt and only . 
£009. | ; 

Again, Common light can live without ſpe- 
cial acquaintance with yrs hv ap by 1.3. [afat 
of,Jifit can bave peace, e its Countrey 
1s nouriſhed by the Kings Countrey, A12- a- 
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and its welfare depends - upon divine pleaſire, 


**tigallit looks for: but ſaving/grace gets" with- 
"FJ | ini the veil, Heb- 6. 19. approaches the mercy- 
© feat, where it converſes with God. To be cab 


- ded; by his'name will not content grace no, 


' wilt thou come unto me 


nor toeathis bread; and wear his rayment, ex- 
rept it-enjoys his bed allo: iclongs for intimate 
communion with God, Pſal. 101. 2. O, when 

| ? le loves the Bride- 
chamber, cloſer; and ſecret corners with him; 


| never thinking it ſelf near- ctiough to, or long 


enough with him. 


Obj- Fut change from nature to grace,is not growth 
| for- 


in grace':' though 1 may have received 


| mer rainy. and reaped the firſt fruits of the Spi- 


rit, yet” 1 fear I have nor the latter rain, an 
- after fruits' of grace: waterings and dreſſings 
© do not "make me fruitfid,- or Feedings make me 
grow © andthat's the Caſe you inſiſt on. 


'Sol. 1. Phere may he fruit, though not- ap- 
pearing z and growth, 'though unſeen > Chreſt 
harh under-ground-fruit, which many not ſpring 
upto thy-own'view, or others, 'Pſ. 38. 5. {Free 
—__— dead,Jas berries hid artiong the leaves, 
which-cannot'be ſeon. rill winrer-ſtorms or ſha+ + 
king times come : thou mayeſt thrive more 
inwardly than'outwardly, and be like the win- 


. dowsof the Temple, wide withia, and narrow 


without 3--you may grow more in the truth and 
PEER IIG though leſ$in the fruits of grace 
a ſealon; thy ſincerity may be more, though 


thy ſhews beleſg, you may grow more down- 
SOLELY , Cc4 ward 
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pocriſie ? barrenneſs ? thenthou profiteſt, R 
7- 18. Art thou more jealous of thy heart - 
every day,.2 Cor. 9. 27? more weary. of thy. 
ſelf ? and longing after Chriſt ? having a highet? 
valuvatian of his excellency, and -greater breati-W 
ings after -his quickning ſpirit, and delighting!! 
preſence, Phil. 3. 8? thisis profiting. W | 
Secondly, It may. be thy conclution ſpringy 
from thy impatiency ; thou mayeſt be for haſty 
fruit, not allowing time for its growth and ma 
turity. The Husbandman waits far the preciougs 
fruits, of the Earth, Fam. 5..7. before he can" 
enjoy them, or eſtimate their worth : Thy® 
hopes, labours- and profit may be buried under WF 
the Clods for a while : We cant ſow andrea 
(faith gne) 5» 4 day: The moreexcellent and 
durable the fruit is; the longer is it-before it®$ 
comes to maturity, rare ripe Fruits. are ſoon} 
rotten : Hypocrites: bloſſpm a-pace, and caſt F 
their Leayes as faſt, Adar. 13. 24: Though 'ris” 
matter of ſhame, that: thoſe Trees which have 
leſs Eaxth, and leaſt nouriſhment, ſhonld-grow Y 
taſteſt, yet the reaſon is, they take up no time” 
1n getting root, and growing downward; and. 
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henceall their growth is outwards. -.% 
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ſc aytbe *fis a Winter time with 

: Ft the = > roger withdrawn 

thee, thy lightſome are gones 

eo Cant. 2- 11,.12- is! The Comforter that that. ſhould 
tor have relieved thy foul, is far-from. thee, Lew 
"Y 2:16. lt may be thou haſt finn'd away his warm- 
ing preſence,and loſt thy firſt Gring ; hence 'tis 

in the flowers dv not appear: Yer here's thy 
comfort, though thy Winter be-not a'time :of 

IF fruic, yer God will make it to thee a time to- 
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Advice 2. 
= 2. You that have any good Trading for 
28 Heaven, . be exhorted to.enlarge your Trade y 
- drive a greater Trade of zodlineſs every day, as 
men thar proſperin the World do; they build 
8 larger Barns, ſider Houſes, greater "Shops, get 
WH more Goods, buy 'more Land; and widen-the; 
$2 | bounds of their intereſts: So ſhould you. Chri-i 
oz Kians, if God bleſs your heavenly ſubſtance, and 
nas | ap aortas ſouls; if the gain of godlinefs come 
10 _— out to greaten godlineſs, as biting Uſu= 
s 1 rers take uſeupon uſe; conyert'your get- 
8 ings into your Trade ;'put your incomes nto: 
ic” dank, and your bleſſings into ſtock, taloges 
F them. Think 


F [Firſt, on the ſmalneſs of thy firſt ſtock, and. 
SY thyloweſtateat thy ſetting up, A Syrian ready 
-F £o petilh, Dexr. 26,5. thy grace was ſmall, a 
JF gfainof: Muſtardſeed, Mar. 1 3. 31. thy capati- 
e FF tyis weak, a'new-born Babe, 1 Per. 2,3-..You 
} Þeganwith one Talent, and have you not reaſon 
jo a it? you: were the fewelt of. n 
people 


the .: 
wich els.  Hiyanbg eo pr ngalyre... = 
the maltitude of Profeſſours, .as well as other he 
wander after this beaſt the, World : We may 
fay of Religion, as the Prophet did of Sivy : 
is godlineſs which no man ſecketh after, Fer. 304 
Few __ in whom there is no guile fo , ; 
e# m their generatien, walkin 
IM ___ nbo fulfil ofter God M 
erin RN! p—_ talking 
Cn ivitedges, going to Meetings, 
Churches; but Few make cis ger 


- 2957" op cnet rv their promiſes and as 
—Y ar w ſecond-able men and anrdgns 
r 


arid wilow in. tbeir Eid 

ſelves unſpotted from the world, Tad, L. 27%; 
ald not this thy" zeal for the i dtd'Y - 
Hoſts, to. -e the Altirs ofReligloa, down,” 

"iody fricads of godline( left, and ſtir op 

thy holy ambition :to excel and do .more 'for 

God than othicrs? It would arguea bravyeſpirit, 

and be a- worthy attempt to ofter a lift at aa} 


ith fl "8; the" 
godliacls, of y life as well as bp to 


; TEEN, Mr 
[2 


raiſed ſplendour of thy holy converſation, as & 

os ona hill, to provoke others <o an inte» 
tion, ſaying, Cime »p bither. Fo 2 rr es. 
Y Think alſo what an excellent Trade the Sainrs 
+8 2nd Angels in Heayen drive,who have their por- 
rig. £502 inhand, and dwell inthe City of the great, 
King, whoare alwaies receiving prog (one. 

'Ariving a'whole Trade for God,aboye all hazarc 

| and interruptions: They alway behold "their 

* Father's face, and ſerve him day and nightia 
his Temple, with in thei} hands, with 

| ſongs ih their mouths, aad their Crowns at his 

wal feet, and how far you are beneath theſe glo- 

8 rious Merchants. | Think what a breadth you 

oo W  bave yet to fillup in godlinefs, and what ad: 

in Yangccs you maſt make 1n holineſs, before you 

can get up to their pitch, and have a place 

amongſt them thar ſtand by, Zach. 3.7. andis 

ir not time yet to build the houſe of God ? He 

I. 2. and that you haſten to your work; and xraile 

FF higher ſtories for Godevery day, prefling after 

FF Fw: meaſures of grace, til} you cometo the 

| fulneſs ofthe ſtature of Chriſt, and thoſe per- 
fections of glorified Saints and Angels ? 

.. Fourthly, When will you be fit for & return 
into your own Countrey, and a comfortable ac- 
count of your Stewardſhip, if you be ſo flothful 
and contrattedin your Heavenly Trade? when 
will your ſhips be loaden, and your ſacks fall for 
a departure hence, if you trade at fuch a rate, 
and attend your ſoul.thrivings no better ? your 

F-. Treaſure is deep, and calls for more digging; 

..your Cromn is afar off, and requires faſter run- 

/ 1g 3 your Rewatd is large, greatet enlarge» 
3.9%, ; ments 


ments of labours are needful to mecten you fe 
it- - O think how far glory.is above all your pi 
rtions of grace andduty 3 and what need ye 

ave topreſs after more. enlargedneſs in you 
ſouls, and ſuitableneſs for your eltate above. if 

Fifrhly, The greater Trade you drive for Heg: 
ven, the lels trouble; *tis not ſo in earthy 
Trades; there the more work, the more weg 
rineſs ; but Religion carries "refreſhment in 
work.  Jobn 4. 34+ My meat. is to do the will ov: 
him” that ſent Fe, and to finiſh his work: - Prof 
3- 17. Her waies are waies of. pleaſantneſs, y 
all ber paths are peace, O thee ſweetneſs ant 
delicate pleaſure which © vigorous purſuity 
of holineſs afford ! Cant. 2. 3. 1 fate under hit 
ſhadow with great delight, and his fruit was ſweet 
ro my taſte. If perſons intermeddle not with'ths 


joy of godlineſs,. *tis becauſe they negle&t the 

work of it; they eat not the Kernel, becauſe* 

they break not the Shell; Chriſt's myrrh is to! 

be gathered, and his Honey eaten with the ho# 
q 


ney-comb, which muſt be ſqueezed out ere ea" 
ten, Cant. 5. 1. Rabbi Solomon takes the Comb? 
"W?, for a Cane, (#) out of which the Honey 3 
is ſucked, orthe Sugar boyled out- They that” 
will eat Chriſt's pleaſant bread, muſt work hard? 

for it ; his Idlers have none of his dainties z the 
greater the labour, the ſweeter is the reſt. The 

Lord's way is not-tireſom, unleſs to fleſh and # 
blood : . the more you run in it,the leſs weary. + 
Iſa. 40. 31. They ſhall run, but not be weary, walk,but ' 
not faint + And'though they ſhould be weary in'* 
(n) Pro canna 1» qua fit mel quod 'exugatur abjets can- 4 
ws, Mercer, . ; 


well 


mY 

» 

1 

 . 
[ 

| ve 

ye 

> 
; 
» 1% 


1 Tim. 4- 8. 


wy . 
, —_—_—— — 


w "* 
4 ” 
*oÞ Y: v< 
| PLOWWTY 
TY 45.4 > 
= - = 
9 - yd * 
A 


well doing, through their carnal ſloth, yer they 


re rot hyp , ; _ 
* Sixthly,” The greater Trade, the richer; *tis 
not always ſo. in worldly employments; men 
may labour in vain, and fit down inſorrow, but 
godlineſs : is profitable forall things, 1ſa.F x. 2. 
And the wn Merig brings in 
the true Treaſure, as 1 have already ſhewn; and 
the more employment the more profit. 
Seyenthly, The larger Trade you drive for 
Heaven, themore you have of that honour that 


! 


# 
- 
, 
ht. 


comes down from, Heaven, Roms 2. 10. Glory 


Land honony , \ and peace to every one that worketh 
zood. T he greater Trade, the greater Riches, and 
the greater Riches the greater Reputation : The 
rich hath many Frierds, Prov. 14.20. Thegreater 
Trade noir Lo for Heaven, the greater regard 


you have from God; the more of his preſence 


[1s with you, his delight in you,and bleſſing upon 


you ; the Spouſes growth and fruitfulneſs, was 
much taking vpon'the heart of Chriſt.” How fair 
and how pleaſant art thous O Love for delights ! 
Cant, 7. 6,7: This thy ſtature 5s like* to a Palm- 
tree, "and thy Breaſts to Cluſters of Grapes. The 
Palm-tree is an emblem of growth and fruit- 
fulneſs; - the more it is oppreſt;-the more it 
grows, and no Tree more fruitful ; *tis called 


J «#212.@> alway having leaves: Naturaliſts ſay, 


. tis never without leaves and fruit, when ſome 


fruit is ripe (as | Pliny- tells us) other fruit 
is growing- It hath Leaves in the higheſt 
Branches, ' wherever the ſweet ſap comes (ſaith 
Aifte®) -Tis aTree that's exceeding profitable; 
ſome reckon three hundred and fixty advantages 

| that 
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great delight ; he gets v aw 
the Vineyard, rofeeit th the Vine fouriſh, wh 
ther ;t:© tender grape appear, and-the E 
andte bud , Cant. 9.442. So delight 
viewofa dourſhing people unto Chriſt: 
more you thrive in grace, the more will y 
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ions have 00 mages ft 

| O_— and to communicate, is their fo 
y z they are not rich in grace, they hare 

lirtle ſpiritual Treaſfore, little grace to cont-J/ 
muanicate; their hands are ſhur, becauſe their 
hearts are empty z but the more divine tres-J 


ſ9 v) Is frufuum jem mainrorun bum -x nine 


* loco I eadem porn fetim ſuceedune, Þ 


= ee 
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D Þ the places hero rh hopes: if God give them 
hearts rodo it * F may fuch 
- in this day of foul rigs are- encrea 
Recs iritual goods? rhere ate many 
; fouls this day who ate went) x 
for want of ligh e and comfort; 
plexed with doubts, *o: els, and diſtreſſing 
ws,. #0d have-noie to help them. O how re- 
ſing, in hich a day of fonl.ex would 
it be to have ſome. rich neighbours among 
*” them, ſome proſperous Fobs ! Who with-bold not 
| the poor from their defire, nor cauſe the eyes of the 
WM Wizdew to fail, © Job. 31. 16, 17; 19. Who would 
ram forth their ſoul ro the hunyry, and ſatisfy the 
' afflicted foul, Wa. 58.10. Whoconld wot eat their. 
; morſel atone,” cr fee the poor to priſe fer wane of 
I - cloathing : To be eyes to the bling, ; and feet to the 
Lame, Jo 29-15: To ſptak, a wird in ſeaſon to 
'J ' bim that is weary, and to comfert others with the 
is ſame comforts they have received of God.  Chiifti- 
Ws 20s, make haſte tobe rich in grace, that ye may 
0H” be rich in good works ; that ye may caſt in 
mJ much into the Lord's treaſury, Mark. 12. 4t. 
BE and out of your 2bundarce caft into the offer- 
ok þ top off . Linke 21. 4. wk hnyyon ble{- 
"ing of the poor, that 1as ready to periſh come 
$ b, Feb 29. 13. 8rd the fruit of well- 
Wong Ns ſayoury meat, on which the Lord 
' would daily feed you. 
Ninthly, The greater Trade you hor wy: 
\, Heaven now, the greater will your = 
cayen 


tions for their Children, faith Zanchy) 4 Crown: 
of Righteouſneſs : glory ſutable to their improv-. 
ments of grace; called 4' Crown to note its ex- 
cellency'; and of Righteouſneſs, to note its equi- 

ty : It ſhall bear a proportion to all that grace, 

labours and faithfulneſs that is in Saints; and 

infinitely beyond it. A far more exceeding and. 
eternal weight of Glory, 2 Cox. 4. 17. will 
not leave out the leaſt item of the- Saints right 
inthe great day of Righteouſneſs; A Cup of cold 
Water; alittle Meal tothe- Prophet Eliſha; @ mire 
17 the Treaſury; 4 defire to build God's houſe : all 
ſhall be: remembred in that day - Mercy gives 
the Crown, but Juſtice' fits it for the over- 


comer's head. God crowns (faith Beda) (p) bis. 


own gifts, not thy mercies : He firſt gives grace it 
the time of mercy, and then crowns ut in the 4 
of Fudgment : And is not this argument enough 

yea conſtraint,on an ingenious heart, to labour 


after the greateſt latitude of holineſs? Isnot 


Heaven enough to requite all thy duties and 


AAA 
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(+) Dons ſud coronat non merita tua, Donavit hac tenl-, 


; ere miſericordia, coronabit iba tempore judicti, Beda in 
hard- 
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© | hardſhips on Earth ? What's enough, (faith one) 
*& if Rome be counted little? (4) So what can be 


counted great, if Heaven be ſmall,and not price 
enovgh_ for all thy holy ſtrivings, and utmoſt 
progreſs inthe way of life ? © 3d 

O attend your proficiency in this heavenly, 
Trade ! your hearts and hands can never be too 
deep in the concerns of this.upper world ; in 
this you can neyer be too , coyetolls : 1 Cor. 
12.. 31. Covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts,  (r) 
Take heed of putting ſtands and limits to your 
holineſs : _ ( the courſe _ of all unſanChified 
ſouls :_ In this only is it lawful' tro remove the” 
ancient bounds, and enlarge your ſpiritual in- 
herjtance, as far as poſlible, Reaching forth to 
the things that are before, | and preſſing forward 
t0 the mark. for the price of the. high calling of God 


' 41Chriſt Feſus, Phil. 2. 135 14- Nothing undoes 
. Profeſſors like toſtinting their meaſures of. ho- 


lines, and. contenting themſelves with preſent 
attainments; if they can get to ſuch a pitch of 
Light, Grace, and Comfort, as will ſecure their 
ſalvation and preſent welfaregthey ſit dawn, and 
gono further :  thismakes formaliſts and ſtarve- 
lings in Religion : Speak, ' unto the Children of 
Iſrael! that they go forward, Exod. 14. ts is God's 
charge; on his people in their paſſage to the 
heavenly Canaan: Be adding to your Faith Ver- 
tes Fc, 1 Pet. 1.5. The greatelt Skill 1n this 
holy Agithmetick lies in, Addition and” Multi- 
phcation, | Be ſtill enlarging your ſtore, get in 
morechoice of Heavenly. Wares, greater quan- 


(4) Quid -ſatis, +8 fi Roma\ paryms....(r) Znaumhy: odis 


"rifles, 


402 The Yeavenly Trade 
rities, and more coſtly Goods and be putting 
off more and more Goods, as you have oppor- 


tunity ; ſeeing great is.not only your preſent ad- 
vantage, but your reward in Heaven alſo, ar. 


F- 12, 
Advice 3. 
Thirdly, You that have good times for 'Tra- 
dingnow, make Proviſion for bad times; Lay 


in for ch : be not like . the Graſhopper,' 


that ſpends her All in Summer , and when the 
Winter comes, ſtarves, Every Summer hath its 
Winter ; North-winds have their ſeaſon to blow 
on Chriſt's Garden, as well as the South, Caxt- 
4- 16. Good and: evil have their turns with 
Chriſtians in this life : -*Tis only the- Dzveſes 
that have their good things in this life, here 
have the Saints no continuing City, Heb. 13. 4- 
Created Comforts, whether ſpiritual or carnal, 
have their ſhakingsand removes : Heb. 12. 27. 
And this word" yet once more ſignifies the removing 
of thoſe things that are ſhaken,-45 of things that 
are made ,, that thoſe things which cannot be ſha- 
ken, may remain. Thelife of 'Believersis made 
up of vicifſitudes ; with Naomi, now full, then 
empty, Ruth 1; 21. like Ships in their paſlage 
to'their Port,now they-have'cal ms, thenſtorms; 
none but wicked, and they not always neither, 
are exempted from their changes in this life, 
Pſal. 55. Ig. *Twas all exfourin David's appre- 


henſions, which he ſoon ſaw to his coſt, that 
ade .-aguhvo made-ſo ſtrong, it ſhould not 

moved. Pal. 30.6, 1-ſaid, my proſperity, 
1 ſhall never be moved: x == thy þ Zh abou 
haſt made my mountain to - 5 
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did'ſt hide thy Face, and I 'was troubled; Proſperity 
and Affliction bave their different - ſaies 

thoughts: Think of thy moſt promiſing ſtate 

here; though this be a beantiful ſtrufture, yet "tis 

but 8 Tabernacle : Sin pats wheels on every con- 

dition below, and makes them moveable ;_ What 


" that Ambaſſador ſaid to the Romans, who boaſt- 


edof the heighth and ſtrength of their Walls ; 
they were not ſo high, but ſim could. bring them 
down, may be ſaid. of the moſt flouriſhing con- - 
dition of Saints in this Work : Is thy ſtore full 
now? a fpending time may. come: Dionyſomns 
the ſecend had forr bundred Ships, an Army. of 
one hundred thouſand foot, nine thauſand horſe, and 
the richeſt Magazine of any Prince, and yet [aved 
to loſe all. Chriſtians havetheir ſpending as well 
HC times, and ſhould 41ay in for times of 
need. | BS Ret 
There are four ſpecial ſeaſons when gracious 
fouls will have need of all their ſtore to relieve 
tnem, 


'T emptation, 
Times of 3 Dfrir 
Afiition. And 
The time of Death. 
, Firſt, Times. of Temptation are ſpending 
times, and call for great ſuccours to be laid ia 
againſt ſuch feaſons.. Firſt, Becauſe ſuch times 
are certain, to Believers, .they will came. Pſal- 
H. 5. The'Lord tryeth the righteous: There's ne- 


.ver a gracious Soul, bur ſore time* or :orhec the 


Locd tryeth itz\. either immediately by his Spi- 
rity or mediately by Afictions-or. Temptations 


Frommen of devils The poltle tells us, every 
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man is rempted. 'Fames 1.14. But every man "is. 
tempted when he is drawn afide of bis own luſt and 
enticed. The beſt of men (faith one) are tempred, 
and that when they are at the beſt- |[ Capell of 
Temptation.) Adam in Paradiſe, Gen. 3.6, Solo- 
2non after God had. twice appeared to him, 
1 King 11. 9. Fob after the Evidences of his 
Uprightaeſs before God, and Religious Duties, 
Fob. 1,5. Peter after he had made a confeſ. 
fion of Chrilt, and entered into Covenant never 
to.be offended at him, Mar. 26. 33. Yea Chrift 
himſelf after his Baptiſm, and the Spirit's reſting 
on-him asa'Dove, and the Father's owning of 
him by an audible voice from heaven, Matth. 
3+ #7. chap. 4 1-+ He (faith the former Author) 
that thinks heis ſo goad that he ought net to be 
tempted, and ſo ſtrong, that he need not fear to be 
tempted, hath need of a temptation, that by expe- 
rience in himſelf, he might prove what he ought to 
have found in the World, that of our ſelves we have 
no ſtrength. Capell. 

Four things make temptations unayoidable to 
gracious ſouls : 

Il. God's good pleaſare. 
2. Satan s Kage. 

3- The Saints Corruption. 
4. And their Profit. 

Firſt, *Tis God's good pleaſureto have them 
tryed: The fire ſhall try every man's work, of what 
fort it is, 1 Cor. 3- 13- whether -it will- bear . the 
fire or no; hereby the exceliency. of his work, 
the greatneſs. of his power appears, in the en- 
during graces of the Saints, and their ſtanding 
after all By this the Lord will Copa ee: 

ndaecrs 
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ſlanders of menand devils, who are ſtill charg- 
ing his people with bypocriſie, and falling away 
when tryal comes; Doth Job fear God for naught 2 
Fob 1. 9: | Put forth thine hand now, and touch his 
bone and fleſh, » and be will curſe thee to thy Face, 
Fob 2. 5. This is che uſual calumny of the Saints 
Enemies; to 'confute which, and prove th2m 
lyars, doth the Lord ſuffer his people - to. be 
tempted.” Tis his will and purpoſe that all. his 
people ſhould:be tryed; and therefore *tis.un- 
avoidable. | I 

Secondly, Such is Satan's rage, he cannot al- 
waies keep his Fingers from them ; if he lets 
them alone, *tis but for a ſeaſon. Luke 4-136 
When the Devil had ended all the temptations, kg: 
departed from him for a Seaſon. 1s Satan bukie;? 
then his work is not done ; haſt thou any-reſt 
"ris becauſe his tempting; time: is not come :- he; 
ts a roaring Lyon, and cannot reſt from ſeeking 
to devour, though he forbears attempting to- * 
devour fora ſeaſon, when it makes to his grea- 
ter advantage: Never expect freedom- from 
temptation, till Satan's chain} be ſhortened, or 
thy remove withaur. his reach obtained, - Rev. 
20. 2, 3. re 7 67 

Thirdly, Fhe Saints corruptions expoſe them 
to temptations ; Where the Carkaſs is, there the 
Eagles reſort; Mae. 2.4. 28. While the Saints have 
galld backs-they can expect no freedom from 
flies. If Sampſorbe bound; the Philiftines. will 
be upon him. The cauſe of .thoſe Sins is in uswhere- 
of the occaſion 3s from Satan, Capell.  Tillthe 
fire of Hell be out in the - Saints, the Devil will 
net: lay down his Bellows 3 where there -is No 
| Dd 3 fin, 
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ſm, 'there is no matrerof Temptation 'to work 
on; as where there 1s no morbid matter, there 
contagion' cannot fo eaſily faſten, * corruption 
keeps open the door for Satan; never look for 
_ from Satan, till you find ceſſation from 
n. | . 

 Fonrthly, The profit, and good of gracious 
ſouls' do neceſſitare it :- By this means they come 
to fee their own vileneſs; were itnot for Temp-. 
tation; they could not ſee the greatneſs of their 
corruption: David, - Solomon, Hezekiah,. Peter, 
41d not think their heart was ſo abominable, 
till left to temptation, which ſtirs the mud, and 
brimgs up the bottom tothe top ; and this helps 
to abaſe them, and make them more.vile 1n 
their owt.eyes. By this alſo they ſee their own 
weakneſs, and their need of Chriſt; and are 
more effeftually brougnt out of themſelves to 
the Lord Jeſus for faccour and  viftory. And 
by Temptations from Satan they come to be ac- 
quainted with his Devices, 2Coy. 2. 11. and 
more $kill'd in his Wiles and Stratagems (no 
ſmall advantage to one that is in a ſtate of war- 
fare | with him.) This way alſo doth the Lord 
winnow his Saints, and by theſe high Winds fan 
and cleanſe them. _Lnke-22. 31. Satan hath de- 
ſired to have you,, that he may ſift you as Wheat; 
and brings them to 'more conformity to their 
head, and to greater eſtabliſhment in grace, 
whichareglorious advantages to Believers, pro- 
nuſed-in' the New Covenant, and this way ac- 
'compliſh*d; which makes Temptations neceſſary 
to Wiſdom's Merchants, and renders 'it their 
great concern to lay in proviſion againſt them. 
IS . Secondly, 
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" Secondly, As Temptations are certain, and 
will come; lo they are ſhaking when they cone z 
they are part of that rain, Jood and wind which 
did beat vehemently an the ſandy building, that 
it fell, Mat. 7- 27- Luke 6. 49. Temptations are 
part of the DeyiPs Artillery,his fiery Darts and 
cruel Buffetings which none can bear. without 
the whole Armour of God upon him ; and then 
too, allthey can, do is but to ſtand, Epheſ. 6, 
v. 13, 16. They are ſo potent and prevailing, 
as that none but ſuch as are in Chriſt can ſtand 
their ground under them. And in time of Temp- 
tation fall away, Luke 8. 13. Receive the Word 
with joy, ſeem to love God, and delight in his 
waies for a Seaſon, till Temptations come to the 
purpoſe, and then fall away. There are ſome 
Temptations. are more ealie to be- born, but 
when Satan ſets on a Soul with all his might, 
there's no ſtanding without divine ſuccour, and 
the Lord's opening a way to eſcape. Temptation 
is reckoned amongſt the ſoreſt aflictions that 
the Saints do undergo, 1 Cor."10, 13. Heb. 2.18. 
Heb. 11. 37. They were ſtoned, they were ſawn 
aſunder, they were tempted, thty were ſlain with 
the ſword. - No ſuffering like temptations, for 
they draw the ſoul to fin, which is. more cruel 
than death to a Soul that loves Chriſt. O Chri- 
ſtians, what need have we then to be laying in 
for an hour of Temptation, ſeeing it will ſurely 
come, and ſecing it will be fo terrible when it 
comes ! - | 
Get your ſelves well-furniſh'd with Wiſdom, 
that you may know Satan's Devices, that you 
may be able todiſtinguiſh between Temptation 
Dd 4 and 
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and corruption, and able to anſwer the ObjeQi- 
ons, and ſubtle reaſonings of Satan; you muſt 
have experience,alſo to encourage your hope, 
and ſtrengthen your patience, 'that inſtances of 
former relief in the like caſes' may lift up your 
head, and ſtrengthen your expectations in new 
Tryals alſo. You muſt lay in ſtore of Faith to 
guard your hearts, 'and ſhield your heads from 
the fiery darts of Satan; you muſt get your in- 
tegrity cleared, - and the uprightneſs of your 
heart and way evidenced 3 . that's of great uſe 
alſo to bear up your Spirit under” all his charges 
dgainſt you. * 'Make mich of every breathing of 


his Spirit in you, *andtake care you gnench not 


any of his motions: God (ſaith one) doth often 
leave us to own Satan's ſuggeſtions for our own, be- 
rauſe we do not own God in his holy motions and 
breathings. And have good Evidences of your 
intereſt in Chriſt, and aſſurance of his love to 

ow,and aſſured help in the time of need ; taking 
pecial care to have Corruptions weakened, and 
agrowing mortification in your ſouls; that ſo 
when Satan comes he may find nothing in you 
to faſten his temptations on : , This calls for your 
Provident care,'to ſtore your ſouls againſt times 
of Tryal. hs #2. 5-04 
* Secondly, Times of deſertion are ſpending- 
times, which will need a full ſtock, when the 
Lord doth hide his face, and withdraw the ſenſe 
of his love, and influence of his quickening pre- 
ſence : -Thisthe Lord may do, and hath done; 


he hath left the dearly beloved of his ſoul ; gone - 


from his habitation; compaſt himſelf about with 
acloud; left his Children in darkneſs as mor 
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on Earth, and the, beginning of theſecond death, 
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that-have been long dead. ., "Tx; juſt with God: 
(fairh Mr. Cooper) to: deny. us the comfort of our 
graces, when we deny bim the Loy. of them. _1/a. 
45+ 15. Yerily thou. art 4 God that hideſt thy ſelf, 
0.God of Iſrael the Saviour. Job 23. 8, 9. Behold 
[ go forward, but he 1s not there, and backward 
but cannot perceive. him, on the left band where he 
doth work, but: I cannot beheld him, he hideth 
himſelf on the right hand that I cannot ſee bum. 
Iſa. 49-' 14+. But Zion _ The;Lord hath for+. 
en me, my God bath forgotten. me. T his was 
jy of the orcatelt ſulſerings on: Chriſt, his aps. 
prehenſions of his Father's forſaking him, O God 
Ced, why baſt thou forſaken me ?. Mat. 27-46. 
ere was a total and final <3. that our 
Lord Jeſus came pader as to his ſenſe, and the 
effects of it ;. he ſaw nothing of the comforts. of 
the Divine preſence, to the laſt, breath of life, 
but died in this darkneſs. Yerſe 50. Feſus when 
he had crytd again with a loud voice (that is, as 
he had done, verſe 46.) he gave up the Ghoſt ; 
and had no 'comfort. to the laſt.minute of lite : 
And if God hath done {6 tothe green tree how 
much more. may:he to.the, dry.?, if he. forſake 
his natural and onely beloyed Sop,. he may ſurely * 
hide himſelf from his Adopted Sons, even to 
their dying hour: And thisis.2 Condition full.of 
conſternation and.terrour : The Pena damny, the 
loſs of God, 'and all good, is- thought ta be a 
far greater puniſhment to'the .damined, than-a 
the puniſhment, of ſenſe and, torment... .O. the 
dreadful  apprehenſions ,that. good ſouls have 
had about God's .forſaking them.! *Tis a Hell 


ro 
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tobe under a'teal ſenſe of Gods removal from 
the Soul. O'the dread, atid confuming 
terrour, that'Fob, Aſaph, Heman, and others 
wete fil'd with, by ſuch apprehenſions of Gods 
withdrawmentfrotq them, and” his wrath lyihg 
hard apon them? 'Soul, though now it he a time 
of light with thee, the Candle” of the Lord 
ſhines upon thee; thou walkeſt” jn the light of 
his conntenance; lyeſt in his' boſom, and art 
dandled on his knee; yet may the days of dark. 
neſs bemany, and thy ſoul lie in the ſhadow of 
death, and under real apprehenſions of the 
Lord's departore' from theez' and' diſpleaſure 
againſt thee; and then thou wilt find need of all 
the cordials, 'Ught and hope imaginable. O lay 
in'fure and tonable ſatisfaCtion about this 
great caſe ; that God is really and inſeparabl 
yours ;' and nnder all your clonds, fears a 
evil,” think well of God. "Ti hard (faith one) 
to think_ill of ony ſelves, and well of God at tht 
fanie' tome. Store your ſelves with promiſes and 
experiences, with faith, hope, patierice, and eve- 
pl ora Veat you obIn ſuch a Tryal, 
cordial yourfainting heart under ſuch dan, 
deliquims.. If God 'ſhowld dannie mit 
(faith one). 7 have rwo arms, the one of faith, and 
the other of love, with which Iwould embrace him, 
and _y  bim' with met, and bit preſence would 
ug Gr we frigate _—_ 
" Thirdly, Times offote affliction, - and diftreſ- 
ſing calamities, are ſþending-times, and will 
your ſtore of gtace, and ſtrength to beat it, 
ro get through” It 3- and ſijch' you may live'to, 
fee; TheCroſsis the afval way to the ge 
; | a 
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mJ and athiction the lot of them that will live god- 
iz £ 1yin Chriſt Jeſus, And we muſt through much 
rs | tribulation enter -into the Kingdgs of God, ACt. 
is 14-22. The fining-pot is for ſilver, and the fur+ 
& © nace for gold, Prov. 17. 3. And the fan for the 
ie | wheat ; the condition of Believers in this world. 
4 | cannot long bear:proſperity without loſs totheir 
ff & fpiritualpart. Chriſtians under ſertled comforts 
rt & in this world, arelike ſtanding pools which ſoon 
@ & gather mud ; and as *tis ſaid of Afoab,ſo 'tis with 
of F the people of God. Fet. 48. 11. Moab bath been 
e | ar caſe from his youth, and he hath ſettled on his 
e i les, and bath not been emptied from veſſel to weſ- 
| ſel, neither bath he gotte mto captivity, therefore 
y i his taſte remained im | bim, and his ſcent is not 
SY changed. The ſweeteſt nights that ever Jacob ſpent 
were in the field; ſo with Peter in priſen;, and 
David had OO affeftions to riſe at mid- 
night, and God's Word was ſweet to bins when bis 
trouble was bitter, ſaith Dr. Harris: But by af- 
fliftions the Lord refines his people from” their 
droſs. Though the wiſdom of the World ( ſaith 
Mr. . Bradford) think, of the croſs according to ſenſe, 
and therefore flieth from it, as from a moſt great 
ignominy and ſhame ;; yet God's ſcholars have learn- 
ed.' ro think, otherwiſe of the Croſs, as the frame- 
p30 7 "998 God a oo his _— like to bis 
Son Chriſt : the furnase that fineth God's pold; the 
bigh way to Heaven, ;the. ſuit and hear of Goes 
ſeruantsy. the earneſt: anl begiuning of all: conſola- 
tion, and - Attr& 3- Val. page 323+ 
If yau will , iſt's:Diſciple, ___—_ 
tribulation ; If need be you are in heavineſs for 8 
ſeaſon. God's fire is in Si, and ovens 1 in- 
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__ : Prepare' for ' affliftions, by which 

prepares hispeople for himſelf. He 5s not 
fir" for the war, lory (faith Bernard) (r ) who 
is not re ady to a Mi. the Gibbet as the way to-it: 
We are failen on thz laſt cimzs, which are times 
cvvar maar gary 7 4 Mat. 24. 12. {inning and 
therefore like to be ſuffering-times, called perik 
lous times ; cruel times, '2 Tim. 3. 1. Beta re 
ders it, troubleſome times; Tremelins, hard times, 
2aaeToly " It comes from 2:90, to bring ds 
mage, or to overturn; they will be overturs 
ing times z times of deſolation,.: as Chriſt pro 
pheſiesof them, Afar. 24. 1 5. daies of vengeance, 
Luke 21. 22. [Theſe bethe daies 'of ' vengeavice, that 
all chings which are written may be fulfilled : Great 
tribulation, ſuch.as was not ſince the beginning of 
the world to' this time, no nor ever ſhall be,” Mat: 
24. 21.:called the great and terrible day. of the 
Lord, when the Sun ſhall be turned into. dark- 
neſs, andthe Moon into blood. Foel 2: 31. The 
Sun. hat -be turned into darkneſs, and the Moon 


into blood before the great and terrible day of "the 


Lord come. 'Cocceins thinks this time to fall nn- 
der the ſixth ſeal, Rev. 6:12. under which tis 
ſaid, 'Theſe are they which come: out of great tribu- 
lation. T1\rather think that the ſixth ſeal reckons 
with the enemies of God's le, and brings re- 
demption to the Saints under-great tribulation. 
That; which we may clearly gather hence- is, 
that thoſd laſt times will be: times of ſare-cala- 
mities; both perſonal and publick; to Nations, 
andto- the Churct of God; and what -a'por- 
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tion of thoſe amazing troubles may fall upon 


the people'of this age, we know not: this is 
certain, God ſeems to give Ihs calf from Hea- 
ven, as well as out of his ſanctuary, to prepare 
to' meet with him, Ames 4. 12. to gird up 
the loins of our mind, Rev. 16. 15. to keep our 
garments 0n; to watchleſt hecome as a thief, 
Litke 12: 35, 36. to have our veſſels ſtor'd with 
Oil,: apd our.lamps burning z and to teckon on 
midnight firting up, and be as men that Took: 
for the coming. of their Lord :. Matth.;” Z5. 6. 
To watch and pray always, that we may be coutrted 
worthy to eſcape: the things that ſhall come to paſs, 
and to ſtand before the Son of man, Luke 21. 36. '- 
Fourthly, Thetime of Death is a ſpending 
time, and calls for great proviſions for that lo 
journey; and great change the'Soul is then pat- 
ling into. Death 1s the King of Terrors : O 
how amazing is the bghr of it to a natural eye, 
and an awakened conſcience ! the work thar 
death comes toddbis frightful work to fleſh and 
blood ; to pluck a ſoul our of its ancient dwel- 
tings, totake it from ail its acquaintance,friends, 
relations, and carthly All, fromthe comforts of 
the whole World: never to {ce or 'enjoy- them 
more, as they have done ;z nay, to pulldown 
this carthly rabernacle, not toleave a Rtone'vp- 
on” a ſtone, hut quite to demoliſh itto the 
round, 15a great Change: te lay a writ oh the 
oul's back, and;inamomentto bring it ro: judg- 
ment; . from-all its-acquaimtance; friends,” td 
deareſt relations, to thevifion of an/infirjte-ho- 
1yGod,. thereto:receive'its ereryal: doom;oand 
to cater intoa new eſtate, out of which he ſhall 
3 4b never 
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never depart, either of bleſſedneſs or miſery, 
To take the ſoul off from all the means of fal 
vation. and poſlibility of change out of that 
eſtate-into which, by death he enters; that j 
the ſoul ſhould die in his fins, there's no future 
repentance, or any thing can be done to amend 
his ill condition: this will be terrible toa gui 
conſcience; ſenſible of many ſins unrepented 
many duties: neglected, much time loſt, grex 
| hypocriſies uncur'd, many fears unremoved, and 
doubts unanſwered. Now for ſuch a ſoul, inz 
moment, to come to judgment, and to have 6 
time allowed him to ſet things in order fork 
ta compearance, and to ſtate his account 
or that final Andit, 'is an atnazing providence. 
The time of death is alſo a time of the greateſt 
light, when the ſoul's eye ſhall be opened & 
ſee things as they are; no more in a glaſs, bit 
face to face; then the foul that hath been dark 
all its days, ſhall ſee clearly things it neve 
knew. As*tis ſaid of the Mole, that it is blind 
all its time, till it comes to die, and then it ſees: 
$0 they that would not ſee, fhall then ſee, and 
be aſhamed ; then ſhall fouls ſee things as they 
are, and find that to be evil which they thought 
good, and that to be good which they thought 
to be evil. Death is the greateſt informer, and 
makes the largeſt diſcovery. of things that ever 
was; it brings to light the hidden things ot 
darkneſs fins the world never knew, and it 
may be the ſoul it ſelf never faw, or thought 
it ſelf guilty of: then will the leaſt flaw, error, 
unſoundaeſs, neglect, failing, be fully ſeenz.then 
the things that now ſeem to be ſmall, wil _ 
| P 
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appear to be great; and thoſe things that were. 
taken for moonateing will be leſs than one ſing- 
gle grain of duſt. ©... 03 177977 

Death isa time alſo when conſcience bath its 
quickeſt ſenſes, -and livelieft acts, when it fees, 
hears, feels, fears, all things as they are, and 
without any other | witneſs, becomes both 'Ac- 
cuſer and Judge : then Fades needed no Accuſer 
to charge him, or Judge to condemn him, but 
his own conſcience 5 nor Executioner. to dif- 
patch him; but hisown hand. What's the mat- 
ter, matt, (ſaid Mr. Perkins toa Malefaftor, go- 
ing up the ladder; and his countenance ſhewing 
the inward terrors ef his ſoul,) arr thou afraid 
to die? O, no Sir, ſaid he, "but of a worſe matter. 
So another upon death-bed, and under -a 
terrible ſight of her wicked life, whenone' that 
was by offered ſomething to comfort her againſt 
the fear of death, replied, Were i but to die, 
were nothing : Aworld (ſaith another, upon the 
border of eternity, and under conſcience- 
affrightings) for one inch of time ? O give me 
one inch of time Luther ſpeaks of an. Eremite 
who, a little before his death, ſtood wery ſad, 
never ſtirring out of his place for three days, ba- 
ving his eyes fixt towards Heaven ;, aud being 


ak'd the reaſon of this poſture, anſwered, he was 
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The-time.of death is aitime: of: great temp- 
tation alſo; then Saran uſually brings forth his 
chiefeſt ſtrength to weaken the ſoul's faith; *tis 
his laſt onſet;:and that is the hotteſt; as men 
that ſtormaGarriſon, in their.:laſt aſlaulr they 
uſually pur forth their utmoſt ſtrength: Then be. 
oppoſeth' us - with "-moſt . armed force. In this laſt 

alt, (1) (faith Luther) ?tis "not as in other 
remptations, where faith and bope- doth fight; for 
here he ſets upon the very reſiſtance, and the. ſtrife 
is about ſtriving, and the war is maintain'd by 
another war : Here the fight is, that it may bt 
lawful to fight, and toreſiſt him whoſe greateſt ps 
licy is then to diſſmade from reſyfting 3 laughing at 
our hope, as if it were alrerdy vanquiſhed, ' and it 
were to no purpoſe to reſiſt. This is a critical time, 
and hard to ſtand; the laſt enemy is death; 
when the ſoul muſt haye the whole armour of 
God, and be found not in his own righteouſneſs, 
but rake ſanftuary in the grate of God, the 
righteouſneſs and "thfulneſs of Chriſt. Death 
6s ſomewhat driery, (faith Mr. Cooper) and the 
ſtream? of that Jordan between us and our Canaan 
run furiouſly, but they ſtand ſtil when the Art, 
comes : let your anchor be caſt within the weil, and 
faſtned on the rock_ Feſus;, let the end of the thre 
fold cord be buckled to the heart, ſo ſhall ye 
through (t). When thou art tempted, (faith Lu 
ther ) and ſeeſt no way to eſcape ;, ſbut thine eye, 


([) Infiraftifimis copiis nar. impugnet,.. iplam refiffen- 
PALL editar, &f de cernamine cerramen of 3 ©, bellun 
alio bello deftndendum, hic pugnandum ut pugnart lictat, 
& refiftendum «i qui refiſore diſſuader, Luth. (t 
 oxles ff wihil reſponde, J& commends canſem Poms | 
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nothing , and commit the cauſe to God: 


This (faith he) 1s the chiefeft wiſdom we ſhould at- 


' zen to itt the bony of death. This was Beynard's 


courſe and'\comfott, when on the point of death 3 
1 have lived wicketly,- (ſaith he) but thou, Lord 
Teſus Chriſt , enjoyeft Heaven' by 4 double right; 
firſt, bocauſe thow art the Son of God;, then, be- 
rauſe by thy death aid paſſion tho haſt obtained 
it : (vu) thou So the firſt thy" ſelf by thy birth- 
right; the laſt thox beſtoweſt on me, not for my 
works, bii of = race. Chriſtians, ' =o had need 
be'well furni F for the hour of death, (your 
greateſt and-moſt difficult hovut )- laying in all 
the proviſions you can for aſtre and comfort- 
able paſſage'to glory; Thug you ſee Wiſdbm's 
Merchants have more to do than keep vp” pre- 
ſent life and comfort, they, muſt lay in for times 
ts. come z- for times of temptation, deſertionz 
affliction; and'the hour of dearth: : 


of Ave. ,,, © | 
Forrthly, If you have good crading with God; 


then layout for God: This is reaſonable work; 


ſg work, honourable work ; profitable 
work. 

Firſt, *Tis reaſonable work to lay , out for 
God ; he deſerves it, 'ris his due; all your mer- 
cies are his intereſt; 7 will return and taks away 
z corn in the time thereof , and' my wine in 
raſon thereof; 1 will recover my wooll and my flax 
given to cover ber nakedueſs, Hoſ. 2.9, T 
God gives his people the uſe of mercy, yet 


Hog forges fro ts jars eathoitarl7; illud "lingiris vaibl 
V3 nd {hor tones ends, 
Es keeps 


of all our mercies.' James 1. 17. Every good and 
perfet gift cometh down from the Father of lights : 
And (as beams from-the Snn) is derived from 
his bounty, as his. peculiar Off:ſpring. (w) My: 
goods are thy gifts ({aith Auguſtine). All our good 
38 either bimfelf ,\0r what comes from him : Both 
trading and thriving are from him, and ſhould 
alfo be for '/him, both- principle and intereſt are- 
God's own; Me#;25.27. If you lay not out your 
thercies for God;;you rob him of his due. Your, 
mercies. are '/the "Lords , not only by that ins: 
tereſt he reſetves in them, . but ' by yaur reſigna- 
tion; of-them uato/ him.. - Chriſtians, when you 
gave up your ſelves to the Lord, you gave up! 
all your intereſts and capacirres alſo, 2 Cor. 5. 


To keep back any part of your All fromGod, is | 


to lye to the Holy Ghoſt. Atﬀs 5. 3. Why hath 
Satan filled thy heart to lye to the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to keep back_part of the price of the Land: No 
lower terms will paſs in. reconciliation with 
God', than what Ahab yielded to Benhadad, 
1 Kings 20. 4- My Lord, O King, according to thy 
ſaying I am thine, and all that I have; if you 
are not your own, much leſs any thing you 
have, is abſolutely yours. God gives his people 
but a conditional intereſt in all things beneath 
hitnſelf, ſo far as it ſutes his pleaſure, uſe, 
. and glory. To keep back anyPpart of your ca- 
pacities. and intereſts from God, when by his 


\(w) Bows mea, dons 16a, Omne bounm noflirum vel ip 
* oy} ab ipſo, Aug, 38 


Word 
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keeps'the propriety in his own hand : God is-/ 
the Alpha , 'and fhould be the Qmegd, the Au-. 
thor; and" 'tis reaſonable he ſhould bethe- end - 
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Word and Providence he calls for it, for his ſer- 
vice, name -and people is hypocriſie, lying, ſraud 
and rebellion, and contrary to the Lord's un- 
doubted intereſt, both by creation, redemption, 
andyour own grant, Ho. 2:8. '2 Cor-7. 20. | 
Beſides , you receive /not-"your ' merGes as 

Owners, but as. Stewards, to keep and uſe them 
for him, ard according to- his inſtruction,: x Per. 
4. 10. As every one hath received the gift (whe- 
ther of -grace, or gifttsof-. grace, inward or out- 
ward gifts,. ſpiritual of temporal, *tis altone if 
he have received it ) ſo let him adminiſter the 
ſtrive, as good Stewards of the manifold grace of 
' life. Your intereſts are God's gifts ; your abun- 
ance, his Bounty and truſt to be beſtowed to. 
his uſe and pleaſure; for which you muſt' give 


w_ = ” "0 2 uf” WO _T 


oo»  ,* 


Secondly, *Tis pleaſing work to lay out for 
God: Paul counted not his lifedear to lay out 
for Chriſt, As 20. 24. Peter-and Fohn rejoyced 


that they were counted worthy to 


rt with 


their-name, and to undergo reproach fot Chriſt, 
Atts 5. 41- Nazianzen- was- glad that. be had 
ſomething of value, to wit, his Athenian learning 
to part with for Chriſt. The Mother of William 
Hunter the Martyr rejoyced, that ever ſhe was [o 
as to bear ſuch a Child as could find in bis 
to loſe his life for Chriſt's Name ſake, Ags 
wd Mon. p.-43-96. Nothing ſeems burdenſome 
to door part with for Chriſt, to a ſoul that 
loves him : How willingly did 7orathan ſtrip 
himſelf of the Robe that was upon him, and 

veitto David, and his garments even to his 
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word, and to his bow, gre his girdle, becauſe 
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he loved him; much more pleaſing will it bs 


to a ſoul loving Chriſt, to part with his All ſor. 


Chriſt, I Sam. x8. 4+ 4 

Thirdly, Tis honourable work alfo to lay out 
for God; He that gives te the poor lendeth to the 
Lord, Prov. 19. vj. And is not this honourable 
to make God a debtor, and to get him who is 
over all bleſſed for ever, to, become bound to 
his creature: O- what honour is this, that the 
giver of All ſhould feem to be beholding to his 
creatures, who haye their All from him! Have 
you any thing you can part with'for Chriſt? 
think what. honour ris rhat. God intruſts you 
with the beſtowing of ſuch gifts for him z the 
Lord might have made you beggars, not givers; 
who hath made you to ditter * why is. grace, 
gifts, ſtrength, eſtate, time, put into thy hand, 


and not into others? it ſhews a good opinion: 


God hath of: thy faithfulnefs, and fo beſpeaks how 
nour.: © let net God haye Cauſe to revoke this 
eſtimation * ' 

Fourthly , *Tis profitable work - The more 
you Jay out for God , the more you get for 
your ſelves; there's no ſuch way to gather, as 
to ſcatter for God; your improvements of mer- 
cy to God's end,are but as ſowing of ſeed, which 
will come age ey cn hy orgs 2 on 
9.6. He t oweth ſparingly , re 
ringly, and he that ſoweth bountifully, hal _ 
bountifully. Laying out for God is Trading fe- 
cur'd; not liable to hazards, as earthly under- 
takings are, but under a promiſe of ſure and 
great returns, as hath been proved, and that is 
. Profit. Laying out for God, is leading to God 
BPO 
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upo1 intereſt ; Afar. 19. 2y.. where both Prin- 
cipal and Intereſt are ſure. Prov. 19. 17. He that 
bath pity upen the poor, lendeth to the Lord, and 
that which he hath given, will be pay bim again. 
The Lord takes it as done to himſelf, and will 
repay with large uſe ;, (x) he lends to the Lord 
appo bond for uſe, as the Hebrew imports, 
T1922, and he will ſurely repay it- God is bound 
for it, and therefore the debt is fure. *Tis a great 
miſtake in men, and that which ſtarvyes their ex- 
penſiveneſs for God,to think the more they give, 
the leſs they have; whereas laying out for God 
brings in principal and uſe; it ſanCtifies what is 
left, and brings it under a promiſe of encreaſe. 
Asthe pouring out of the Widows Oyl filPd her 
Veſſels ; themore ſhe poured out, the more ſhe 
had, 2 Kings 4. 5, 6- And asthe Widow of Z4- 
rephrah, by giving firſt to the Prophet, ſecur'd 

own proviſion in a time of famine, 1 Xings 
17. 13, 14. For thus ſaith the Lord God of rae 
the barrel of meal ſhall not waſte, neither ſhall the 
cruſe of Oyl fail, until the day that the Lord ſend- 
eth rain upon the earth. Mal. 3. 10. Bring ye all 
the tyrhes into the Store-houſe z that there may be 
meat in my houſe, and prove me now herewith, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts , if 1 will not ou the 
Windows of Heaven, and pour you one 4 leg that 
there ſhall not be room to receive it. *Tis 
mens niggardlineſs to God,and cloſe-handedneſs 
to the poor, and pious uſes, is one reaſon donbt- 
leſsofthe waſtes and blaſtings. on their outward 
intereſts this day. Prov. 11. 23, The biberal ſod 


{s) Thi s Domino ttiom cum ampliſfimo {enqre te 
Swm, Mercer, 
Ee; ſhall 
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ſhall. be made fat , and. he that watereth ſhall by 
watered alfo bumfelf-. Cartwright and Baize think 
this is meant of ſpiritual gifts, as the; former 
verſe is of extegnal good things.' Bnt as Mercer 
well obſcrves,. the ſentence is general; -and takes 
in any ſupplies.'that are given to ſuch as are 
needy ( y | Such ſhall be made fat; he ſhall be 
ſo far from being impoveriſhed thereby, as it 
ſball encreale his ſubſtance z He ſhall be watered 
2 with ſhowres in Autumn. The latter rain, which 
is fruittulizing : The ſtreams .of charity are not 
like running water - that paſſeth away , but az 
fruitful ſhowres that come again with encreaſe. 
Prov. 3. 9, TO. Honour the Lord with thy ſub- 
Pance, ſo ſhall thy barns be filled with plenty. Mul. 
-titude of promiles might be heaped up, which 
glveina joynt-teſtimony to this truth; as Mat. 
25-29. Eccleſ. 81. 1. Prov. 28.27. Prov. 22 9. 
Iſa. 58.7,8, 10,11. with many others, and are 
abundant ſecurity for the bleſling to ſuch as lay 
out for God. | 
Beſides, this isa proof of your love to God, 
2 Cor-8. 24. Wherefore ſhew ye to them , and bt 
fore the Churches the proof of your love, 1 Joh. 3. 
V. 17. Who ſo hath this worlds goods, and ue his 
Brother hath need ,. and ſhutteth up his bowels of 
compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in bim ? .1 Joha 4. '20. For he that loveth not hy 
Brother whom he bath ſeen,” how can be love God 
whom he bath not ſeen? By true” charity to your 
poor Brethren you evidence your loye to God; 
that ſecures all your true and needed mercies- 
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_ Fifthly, This alſo is pl&ſing to God, Phll.4. 
v.18. Having received of Epaphroditns:the things 
which were Gen from you, an. odour of a fwees ſhieÞ 
4 ſacrifice acceptable , wetlpleaſing*ro Gid,, Heb. 
13.16. Iſa. $6.4. and that 1s ſurely:proſperous. 
Then Chriſtians, if Godhath firſt grvta unto 
you; if you love him; it you would: pleaſe 
him; if you'would proſper in foul , body and 
eſtate, lay out for God: If you have: frgely. re- 
ceived, freely" give, whatever God Mth in- 
truſted you with, expend it for him. 
. Firſt, Lay out your time for God : Amon 
the many waſtes of mercies ſouls are guilty of, - 
this is not the leaſt, waſte of precions time: 
Though there is no Creature-hleſling of greater 
worth than time, in which a foundation 1s laid), 
of all thoſe mercies that are eternal. Time is a 
talent, a treaſure; not only a mercy, but thar 
without which there can' be ng mercy : Conſt- 
der for your improvement of Time z 
\ Firſt, Your Time is not yours, -but . God's, 
made by him, and for him. Pſal. 76. 17. The 
day is thine, and the night 1s thine ;, than haſt pre- 
pared the Light, and the Sun,./Time is that ſpace 
between two Eternities, limited by Divine plea- 
ſure to Divine uſe. Job 14. 5. Seeing bws days 
are determined, the number of his months are with 
thee ;, thou haſt appointed his bounds that he can- 
vot paſs. Xnd if Time be the Lord's; then tis 
fit it ſhould be nſed for Gad. Give unto God the 
things that are'Gods. When thou ſinneſt or trifleft 
away this Time, think. on this; --ow TI rob God, 
ad ſpend anothers goods... You that bate robbery 
of m2n, be not thieves to God and your own 
Ee4 | ſouls; 
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ſouls *' Time ' is Gat's, not thine own. 
Secondly, Think'bow much you have loſt of '}] - 
paſt Time, and this ſhould make you choice of || 
preſent Time® Pfal: go: 9. We ſpend our yeart a | 


| 4 tale that is told;, which vaniſhethinto theair, 
| andis ſoon gone. Much of our time (z) (faith 
one) is pluck'd away from us, more 5 ſtoln away, 
but moſt of all doth flide away. O little a 
| piece life is that we live! How much of thy 
| time Mith- been conſumed in the grave? How | 
much in the market-place ? much ſlept'away in Y 
| the Vineyard: When Nature, Self, the World | 
| and Sin have had their ſhares of every day, how ll 
| little a portion hath been left for God ?. Hence 
| *tisthe Apoſtle adviſes Saints .to redcem their 
þ Time; to get Time for God and their ſouls, 
| though with ſome loſs to ather intereſts, be- 
cauſeit hath been taken captive by Self, Sin, and 
the World, and held priſoner ſo long. This waſte 
of farmer Time makes it abſolutely needful for 
them that will reach their journeys end. before 
their day be gone, tp redeem Time from their 
callings, recreations, refreſhments, idleneſs and 
| reſt, for the recovery of neglcAted work, or they 
* will find it wanting when they come to die. Give 
| me my time again, 1aid a woman on her death- 
| bed, being under fears about her. cternal ſtate 3 
| nothing could relieve her troubled ſoul, who had 
loſt falrgiocime. | 
Thirdly, Conſider how ſhort and uncertain 
your remaining Time is, or may be: The whole 
| z) Multum Temporis eripitur nobis, - plus "[nbducitar, 
St Bunge z Ex10ng ST. eff wite JE. - vivhmms, 
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Time of thy life 1s but a ſpan, a hand-breadth, 


'a poſt, a Weavers ſhuttle, a vapour, a tale that 


istold, asa flower'of the field, things of no du. 
ration, Job 9. 21. Pſal. 39. 5. 7ames 4.14. Time 
(faith qne) 15 # ſhort parentheſis in @ long period 
fo ſhore, that before we can name it, our preſent Tims 
is became We = _ Fo —_ Son 
ther) conſiſts two days, t of over by 
pry ag od our death ; agen ben 
we begintodie. Time ison the wing, haſtening 
toEternity every moment : Time travels when 
you ſleep, and runs when youcreep : Time goes 
on when you ſtop, and gets ground when you go 
back : As the ſtream haſtens to the Ocean 

and night; ſodoth Time to Eternity: O uſe your 
Time for God while you have it | it will ſhort! 
be none of yours; if you do not ule it, you wi 
lac it ; you were as good let God have your 
Time, ,4s to let it run away to no purpoſe, if 
duty do not improve it, ruft will confine it z 
the Devil, World and Fleſh will ingroſs itz and 
*tis better give it to God, than let the Moth 
and Caterpillar deyour it. Beſides, 

Fourthly , Can you put it to better profit 
than to lay-it out for God? he is the beſt Chap- 
man for your Time nothing will give you.ſo, 
much intereſt for Time as God will ; putall the 
gain of other Time into the ſcale, with the In- 
comes of God's Time, and you will ſoon ſee the 
difference. Time hid out for God will be the. 
EY 8 your own Time: give God his 
Time, and he will give you your Time; all that 


Time that is for a bleſſed Eternity; 
There's no fuch way to enjoy Time, as to uſe 
| it 
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for- God. © Prov. 3. 16. Length of days is in her 
right hand.: Time expended for God will not 
only ſecure, but ſanCtihe your Time alſo, as the 
Firlt-fruits did the lump, Rom. 11. 16. Beſides, 
Time deyoted to God brings in eternal intereft; 
Though Time be buta thing- temporal, yet im- 
proved, it.will bring to things eternal ,- 2 Cor, 
4- 18.: nay it will bring you mercy in the time 
of need: Give God your working-time, and he 
will feed you when in your” unſerviceable time; 
When I was a young man (ſaid Mr. Bruce) 1 wat 
diligent, and lid by faith in the Son of God, but 
now I am old, and am not able to do ſo much, ye | 
he condeſcends to feed me with lumps of ſenſe: [Ful. 
fill. of Scripture. ] - 

Fifthly, You mult give an account for your 
time to God; he takes notice of mens timez 
how 'tis ſpent ; and accordingly will judg them: 
Luke 13.7. Theſe three years I come ſeeking fruit 
on this Fig-tree, and can find none ; cut it down, 
why cumbreth it the ground? Pfalm 95. 10. 
Forty years. long was 1 pgrieved with this peopte. 
Luke 19. 44 Becauſe thou kneweſt not the trme 
of thy viſitation. , God looks for fruit from his 
peopte , according to their months, Ezzk. 47. 
122 O'how much is it your concernment to 
order your disburſements of time to a. con- 
ſiſtency 'with . your comfortable account in the 
day of Chriſt ! then you will with God had more 
of your time, when you come to reckoning for 
it : whata blank will there be in our account of 
time, if it benot better beſtowed than hitherto? 
That time 'will' yield you: moſt comfort when 
_ cone to-eternity; which was ſpent for God 

ere. | Sixthly, 
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Sixthly , How can you bethiok a little. time 
for God, - who hath not thought .aneternity.of 
mercy too much for you? 'Chriſtians, *tis falya- 
tion, with eternal glory, he. hath prepared for 
you , 2 Tim..2.10-, A Crown incorruptible, an 
Inheritance that fadeth not away , a Kingdom 


.that cannot be ſhaken: Upon this very. argu-. 


ment the Apoſtle preſſes the: Saints to un- 
weariedneſs in preſent work, Gal: 6. 8. Think 
how difipgenuous 'tis thus to requite the Lord 


that hath dealt -ſo bountifully. with you; . to 


with-hold yourtime from him, who firſt gave 
it to you, and hath denied it to others, and will 
ſhortly cloſe up your troublous gime with eter. 
nal reſt, in blelſed Manſions of pureſt pleaſures 
with himſelf: Let-this love of Chriſt ſhame 
you for miſimproved time, and conſtrain you, 
tor the future, to lay out all poſlible. time. for 
God. 

Secondly , Lay out your ſtrength for God; 
he is the God of your ſtrength, he hath right 
to it, anU uſefor it, Pſal. 43- 2- He hath work 


for you which calls for all your ſtrength : His 


works are great y greatly to be ſought out of all 
that have 'pleaſure therein, Plal. 111. 2, His 
mercies are great, and greatly to bepraiſed: Pſal. 
86. 13. His anger is great, andgreatly to be fear- 


ed: 2 King. 23.26. His tryals and rebukes on 


his own Children are many times great, which 
need great faith-and patience to bear up under 
them, and the ſtrength of grace to make aright 
uſe of them : Pſal. 71. 10. Which hath ſhewy: 
me great and ſore troubles: You do not know 
what necd -you may have of All the ſtrength 

your 
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hearts and graces are capable to receive, to 

you through your remaining tryals and 
troubles: you have not yet reſiſted unto blood, 
or been brought to fiery tryals, nor ſeen ſuch 


days as never yet were, or ſhall be - And there. ' 


fore' you had need be girded with ſtrength, 


and to be ſtrong in the grace that is in Coriſt- 


Jeſus; and one way to it, is to uſe what you 
have for God, Heb.5.14. God's ſervice alſo calls 
for expended ſtrengrh ; Luke 10. 27. Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord with all thy ſtrength, 1 Chron. 26. 8, 
The' ſtrength of thy heart laid out, inward 
ſtrength for God in his ſervice, the ſtrength of 
r whole fouls; and ontward ſtrength, the 
rength of your bodies alſo in the work of 
God. So did our Lord Jeſus, he waſted his 
fretigth in the ſervice of his Father , that ar 


thirty four years old he was taken to be neer | 


fifry : he was weary in his work. And Pant 

near was ſpent for Chriſt, 2 Cor.12.15. 
And Dawidcried ont, My knees are weak through 
faſting, Pſal. 119.24. Glorifie God in your bodies, 


and in your ſpitits, which are the Lord's, 1 Cor. | 
6. 20. In Jabours more abundant : 2 Cor. 11. 2 1x | 


Striving for the faith of the Goſpel. Religion is 
no eahe work; Miniſters (ſaith Mr. Burroyghs) 
muſt venture their ſtrength for Chriſt, and ſo muſt 
all that are Chriſt*s : 2 Coy. 11. 27. In wearineſt, 
in painfulneſs, inwatchings. Religion 1s worth all 
your labours and ex d ſtrength; men tire 
themſelves for the world; how much more 
ſhould they for God and glory ? 

Thirdly, Lay out your gifts and graces for 
God, and the good of ſouls: 1 Cor. 12. 7. The 
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manifeſtation of the Spirit is giuen, to every man 
to _ withal-- that's God's end; why he gives 
gitts to any , That every; one who hath, them 
ſhould improve them to his. glory, , and the 
good of others. A. capacity of ſerving God, 
and furthering his Kingdom 1a the World, js 
ſuch a. priviledge as the Saints in Heayen enjoy 
nat : and the Angels, when —_—_— in any 
ſubſerviency rowards-it, readily and chearfully 
proſecute it. Angels are vigilant. creatures , and 
wait for opportunities ;, and when they. come , will 
yet loſe them, [Greenh.] Yea, 'tis ſuch a prize, 
as being once loſt, can never be enjoyed again ; 
nor gracious ſouls. ever more. return to their | 
Stewardſhip, wheg-;once. *tis given.-up.; and 
therefore ſhould . be heedfully  regarded,-and 
faithfully uſed whiles continugd.. God | gives 
not talents to be napkin'd up, por:lights|to -be 
hid; under a buſhel :- none of us liveth' to him- 
ſelf, Rom. 14- 7+ All the charaters 'of Saints, 
and thoſe relations they ſtand in, ingage to uſe- 
fulaeſs: They ars, the lights of- the: world ſet 
ina candleſtick, that they may cauſe their light 
ro ſhine forth before. men,; Aer. 5- 145115: They 
are the ſalt of the;carth, of purpoſe to ſayour 
others. Mat. 5. 13: If ſalt hath left its ſavont\, 
*is good for if 4 bus. the dunghil, They are 
Stars in God's Firmament, to communicate their 
light: and iufluence unto. others, - 1 Cor. 19. 4k 
Veſlels in God's houſe to be meet for uſe, 2 Tim- 
2-20, 21. Stonesinl his building, which have a 
mutual uſefulneſs to bear up eachother, and to- 
ward preſerving the whole, Eph. 2; 2. Branches 
in the Vine, that yield their fruit for the cheer- 

| ing 


456 . 


ing the-hearts'of men, Fue.*g;, 73. Trees in". 


God's garden full"of ſap, Pſal. 104. 16. Mem- 
bers in the Hody; to impart” their nouriſhment 
ro'each other, Eph. 4. 16. and diſcharge their 
reſpective duties, of ſympathy, care, 'and help- 
fulneſs to their fellow-members : 1 Theſ. 5. 14: 
We exhort you\ brethren, to warn them that are 
iywriuly , » comfort” the freble-minded , ſupport the 
weak ,-be patient towards all men: - Uſe all your 
eapacities for God while yon have them, leſt be 
yr themfrom You, or opportunity to improve 


-'Foutthlyy Lay out your earthly intereſts for 
God, Prov.'37 19: Honour the Lord with thy ſub- 
Bice 5 andi' with the firſt friits of thy encyeaſe* 
Give God hisdue in maintaining his Meſſengers! 
and - keeping- uÞ 'his- worſhiþ ; alluding” / to 
thoſe:firſt-fruitsof Iſ-aePs encreaſe, which were 
the Lord's by ſpecial appropriation'to his ſer- 
vice, Exod.2 2/29. and apply 

among them, Lev. 23. 20: the equity of which 
abliges in Goſpek.times,, though their Ceremo- 


nial and Judicial reſpeCt ceale : and this duty is. 


reinforcd under the-GoſÞet by more ample ar: 
guments takefi from the Hght' of Nature; the 


taw of Moſes, and will of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 9: fron 


w6r.'9. to 15:To this head is referr'd that com- 
wand ; Gat. 6.6. Let him that 4s taught im the 
word communicate to him that teacheth in all good 
things: for God will not bt noekgd : (as they do 
who pretend Religion, and yet' re defeCtive in 
this manifeſt*duty,) preſſing them to iinweari- 
edneſy in this expenſiveneſs for God, whatever 
diſcouragements they meet with upon = aſ- 

| nrance 
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farance of the bleſſed fruir-ot obedience to the 


. 
.\ 8 will of Chriſt herein, ver. 7, 8, 9:  *Tis not the 
t: & maintainitg or welfare of a few -men in- the 
r 
- 


World, that is'the deſign of this great Com-+ 
mand of Chriſt; but. the tendency this hath ro 
the promulgation of the Goſpel, and keeping: 
e F vp the inſtituted worſhip of God, the conyer-- 
+ | ſion of Sinners, and edification: of Saints ſuc- 
” | cellively in every generation, to which thefe- 
s & ſupplies are neceſlaty, that the ſeryants of Chriſt 
« & might attend on their Miniſtrations wit 
diſtraction; 'and whoever (a ſubje&t of Chr 
6 and ſharer of this priviledge) draws back front 
/ & this duty, he is chargeable not only for viola- 
*W ting the Royal righteous Law of Chriſt, bur foe 
+ Y being guilty of | ſubverting his Government, 
3 Y Crown, and Dignity; and endeavouring in his 
- Y meaſure, the ruining his intereſt, of _— 
- 
ſ 
1 


the converſion and edification of fouls; a 

whateyer damage hereby comes to the ſpiritual 

or eternal welfare of ſouls; it will be-laid' on 
. I their heads inthe day of the righteous judgmene 
g of Chriſt. 7377 
[1 Another greatly concerning duty contain'd in 
> 18 this Scripture), is chatitable communications, 
| feed the poor, feed the hangry, +cloath the na- 
 & ked;relievethe oppreſſed. [ Bede. Atapid.] This 
; is to honour God with your ſabftance ; not'to 
{ 8 ſpend it on your luſts, tolive-bigh,*to fare deli- 
> F ciouſly, to bulid your neſts on: high; but ro 
| Y make your abundance a ſupply, forthe good: of 
thoſe thatare inwants,2 Cor.8. 14: Ia. 587-10. 
* | Oat. 5-42. Fam. 1. 27, Heb 13-16, Luke te 
k F2y 13, Otherwilc, WWRk4 31 ; 4% 
| Firſt, 


F 
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Firſt, All your Religion is in vain, Fames.r;. 
v.26, 27- Your knowledge, defires, affections, 
frames, taſts, enjoyments, marks, experietices; W 7 
ſeeming graces, duties, are all nothing, and can Y w 
never prove the trath of-your grace, the ſafery UW P 
of your eſtates, and goodneſs of your Religion, BY 7 
if you are found defeCtive in this great duryof' Y 4; 
Charity. Pſal. 112. 4, 5. Unto the upright there | it 
+ light 1 the derkueſs; he is Sonny and (4 
C on , FIG/1FEOMS. man 
4 b os, and lendeth. Let men | age g] 
, If they be covetous, hard-hearred; Y d 
have no compaſſion to them that are in wanty W in 
have no heart to give or lend to needy ones, 4d 
have no true grace in theni; Verſe 9. Hh 
diſperſed, he bath given to the poor, bis rig LC 
teouſneſs endureth for ever. Men may talk, and /c 
ay, and ſeem to be eminent Chriſtians; pro ro 
eſs loveto God and their Neighbours, and yet 9 
all the while be deceived, and have not a jot. of /; 
grace in them, while their hearts are cruel I} fc 
their hands ſhut to their poor Brethren. Re: 
member the young, niaii in the Goſpel, and fear! 
thine own eſtate if thy heart be glued to thy# 
rmngh rn ir dwelleth the love of God in 
m! 1.Foh. 3. 17. He loves notGod,; and G 
loves not him, that ſhuts up the bowels of his 
compaſſion from his poor and afflicted Brother. 
That's pre Religion, and undefiled before God, t 
-iſit the fatherleſs and widows in their affliFion, 
and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the world, Jatti 
1. 27. Shew me thy faith by thy works, Jam. 2. 18; 
Religion ( faith one) 54 not only contemplativey 
but the greateſt part of # bug he Matar 
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5 4w demouſiration : There can be no aſſurance to 
thy ſoul thou art in God's favour without charity. 
Indeed faith is the life of a Chriſt ian, . but the breath 
whereby he 1s kpown to live is charity, Adams. on 
Peter. If Ihave net Charity-(faith the Apoltle) 
1 am nothing, 'I am as a ſounding braſs, oy d tinck; 
ling Cymbal, 1 Cor, 13. 1,2. Which Charity liss 
in the ſpriog(pure Love within)and the ſtreains : 

(communications of Love without.) | 

Secondly, Adqs of Charity are part of Reli- 
gious worſhip. if you give not to the poor li- 
berally, youworſhip not God fully. What we 
interpret that word in Famer, Religion, Beza ren- 

ders it Worſhip, $enox6« ': In feeding the poot w 

worſhip God. A Chriftian- ( (aith a Reveren 
Divine) hath an boly Arr of turning duties of the 
ſecond T able, into duties of | the firſt; and in reſpetts 
to men, they worſhip God,, Dr. Manton. To do 
good and communicate, forget not, for with ſuch 
ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, Heb. 1 3. 16. In the 
former "verſe he encourages them to ads of 
Worſhip upon the account of their High Prieſt 
in Heaven. By him therefore let us off er the fa- 
crifice of. paſt to God continually : And wn this 
verſe is part of this Religious Worſhip, and that. 
which God takes molt delight in, he puts them 
en'duties of Charity,” which he alſo calls Sacri- 
fices, Solar» God: will have mercy rather than 
{acrifice, Mat. 9.13. The geglſect of juſtice and,- 

mercy rendred the,moſt ſpeaous duties of God? 
Worlhupan abomination'im his account.”  Brmg 
0 more vain oblations, Intenſe is an abemination 
to.me,, the new Moons and: Sabbathz, © the. talling of 
Aſſemblies, I cannot away as ir #t miguery, wo 
the 
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the. ſolemn Meetings, 1a. 1, 13, 14, 17. Though \ 
God hath appointed theſe duties, and was glori- 
fied by chem. when duly performed, -yet done | 
by perſons who lived in the conſtant omiſſion of IF . 
mercy and juſtice; they were a loathing to him, | 
Learn ta. do well, ſeek judgment, relicye the oppreſ. | 
ſed, judge the fatherleſs, on for the widow. | 
"Thirdly; God'is much glorified by theſe du. | 
tiesof Charity, Mar. 5.16. Let your light þ 
ſhine before men,that they may ſee your good works, 
and glorifie your Pather which is ut Heaven, by 
charitable 624 the bowels of others are re- 


< 
freſhed, and the glory of God advanced. 2 Cir. (« 
19. 12. For the adnuniſtration-of this ſervice, n#lF j 
only ſupplieth the want of the Saints, but is abu 
dat aljo by many thanſyrvings unto God. Inths ; 
{bine forth: the virtues of God in| his people; ;/ 
they ſee thetruth [and excellency of bis grace nYW x 
them, by reaſon of which they glorihe God, Ul 3» 
- -cauſerh men to think well of God, and to ſpeat W 
well of his people and waies. -As therHeathew W a 
of old, when they ſaw the patience and unbreY rt 
ken courage of the Chriſtians under their crudY t 
torments,, cryed out,, Great is the God of tell 
Chriſtians. So when- the world ſhall ſee the Y &@ 
Goodneſs and Charity of the Saints, they wil  K 
adore the bowels of Chriſt in them, and be co | (/ 
vinc'd thar there is an excellency in that Rel-Y & 
gion which yields ſuch excellent fruit; wheres Y b 
the niggardlineſs | of: Chriſtians brings a great 
deal vf diſhonour toGod, and diſgrace on that Y - 
Religion they profeſs+-while they [give occaſion 
to carnal men to refle&t this ſevere charge ol 
them: None more covetons than” Profeſſors «i 
's * 4% bargaims, 
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, how b- they Nand for a penny ! in cha-- 
bow cold are they ! how hard is #3 to ſcrew 
"= Hap of their hands ! if this be Religion, . thi 


. Lordheey me from ſuch Religion. This begets an 


odium in themen of the world agaiaſt Religion, 
and the waies of God : But. woe to that man 

whom offences' come; it bad been better for him 
that 4 milſtone- were hanged about his neck, and 
_ be were drown'd in the midſt of the Sea, Mat 


8. 6, 7. 
gy HALF) Aftts of Charity purely done will 
evidence your right to glory. Mar. 25-3435: 36, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father inherit the Kingdom 
prepar'd for yas from t opt: of the wor 
for I was _ ngred, and ye gave me meat ; 
thirſty, and ye gave me bk; 1 was 4 $2.8 
ye took me in ;, naked, ard ye cloathed me : , 7 
was ſock, nee vh fied me :;, 1- was in priſon, and 
ye came to me, , The enquiry in that great day 
will not be after mens profeſhon, light, franes 
and duties of” Worſhip, but after the fruits of 
ther faith and love as evidential, not cauſal, of 
their right to glory; Here held out (ſaith one J 
not the (b) cauſe of their ſalvation, but the 
and teſtimony of them that believe, &t- (c) tha 
Kinedom is. is obtained by way of inbirſcabte? 
(Come inherit the Kingdom: ) and prepared for 
them, as a portion for children, not purchaſed 
by -them as the  FOFCs of their works; 
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Thereward is freely beſtowed on all intereſted 
19 adoption-grace, of which title the bearing 
proofin that day will be the fruits of love to 
thoſe that are Chriſt's; words will not be ſuf. 
ficient to demonſtrate this love then, it will 
not ſerve mens turn to ſay they loved Saints, 
except it were extended to all, yea the leaſt of 
Saints, and proved by aCts of- love, and commu- 


nications to all their neceſſities; and that not. 


ſome ſmall pittance of their abandance, which 
they valued not, but it muſt be ſuch portions and 
kinds of relief,which their neceſſities call for ; in, 
viſiting, feeding, cloathing, owning, comforting, 
receiving into their houſes, and whatever help 
they were capable to expreſs, and this as rea- 
dily and heartily expended to them as they 
would lay them out to themſelves and theirs, 
that "being the rule of Charity : Thou ſhalt love 
thy nexgbbour as thy ſelf, Mat..22. 39. The 
want of this evidence, whatever-elſe may be 
pretended; will finally and eternally caſt ſouls 


in that laſt and terrible day, Mat. 25-41. 70 he | 
end. Do not deceive thy ſoul with talſe hope | 


of glory ; not one mark. will paſs for Heaven, 
where there isa hard heart,and cloſe hands to- 
wards poor and diſtreſſed Saints: For he ſhd 
bave judgment without mercy,” that hath ſhewed 
o mercy, Jam-2-13. There is nd room for you in 
Divine bowels, if yon ſhut up your own bowels 
againſt them thatarein miſery. See in that Pa- 
rable, Mat. 18.33, 34, 35- the dreadful end of 
thofe who are' ary way cruel to-their fellow- 
ſervants, | having -themſelves taſted the mercy 
of their Lord.” The liberal Uiſtributions n_ 

p _ ERates 
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eſtates to the poor, is the onely wayto make 
them trnly ſerviceable to your ſouls, whiles this 
becomes the occaſion of your reception into 

«everlaſting habitations. Luke 16. 9. Make. to 
your ſelves friends of the Manmon ef unrignte- 
auſneſs, that when ye fail they may receive you into | 
everlaſting habitations ( 4 ) 1 he- mammon. or 
riches of this world, is called the riches of yn- 
righteouſneſs, becauſe they. are. unrighteovſly 
gotten, or unrighteouſly kept, to the detri- 
ment of thoſe that. need them z or unrighteoul- 
ly ſpent to the. hurt of thoſe that have them; 
but the way to change their nature, and to make 
them profitable, is to lay them out to the poor, 
who will receive you, or witneſs for you in that 
day to prove the. trath of your love, by which 
you ſhall be received into glory. 

Fifthly; They are the fure way. to bleſſing 
here. Luke 6. 33. Give and 1t ſhall be given th 
you,. good meaſure preſſed down, aud ſhaken tage- 


, ther, and running.over, ſhall men exve mto your bo- 


ſom; for with the. ſame meaſure that ye meet with- 
all, it fhall be meaſured to you again: Intimating, 
that giving to the poor, is but lending to the 
Lord,-as hath been ſhewed, and it fhall be ſure- 
ly repaid. in this life, either -in kind or jv value, 
in-ſuch-things as they need ; yea. oft-timesin 
the ſame coin; .and that to Tofficient requital, 
good meaſure amplified by three metaphors, 
preſſed down,” ſhaken together, and running. over ;, 


Wed "Opus. bec receptions in atrrus babitaculs ſolius Dei 
» tribuitur autem pamperibus quia "ipfs ſententiam Chri- 


S oft teftes erumt, Glaſ, ; 
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that is (ſaith (e) Scultetus) God will ſo bleſt 
them, that they ſhall be ſenſible they are uf. 
ficiently repaid, 2Cof.9. 6. Deut. 15. 10, It; 
Mat. iO. 41,42. Pſal. 41« 12. Prov. 11.24, 7ob* 
was a man of great Charity, Fob 29. 12, 13. a 
* man of great proſperity in'rthe world, v. 6, x 
and though for the tryal of his faith he” was 
ſtcipt of al for a ſeaſon, yet did the Lord after 
all turn his water into wine, chap. 42. 10, Rahab 
entertained the ſpies, -and ſaved ber ſelf and fa. 
mily from ruine by it , The Shmramite, the 
Widow of Zarephath got by laying out aCts 'of 
Charity to 'the Prophet.  Tiberigs the ſecond 
wasa perſon of great liberality to the poor ; 'ris 
faid of him, that whatever * Fuftinus his prede- 
c&ſſour had contrafted by coyetouſneſs, Tiberius 
freely diſtributed to the poor: And when' $0- 
phia, Fuſtine's Widow, reproyed him for his ex- 
ceſs of Charity, he.replies, (g ). I truſt in the 
Lord that our Exchequer ſhall never want money, 
while the poor are maintamed oft of it. | Neither 
did his expetations fail; for as the fame A 
thor reports, he found a yaſt treafure in- his Pa-! 
lace, hidden under the porrmenh, which cor 
ſcarce be emptied for divers dates: This God 
bleſſed his bountiful hand. Mr. Gowge, in_hi 
Sureft and Safeſt Way of Thriniiz (a book worth 
your getting, and to which, I refer you) gives 
many modern inſtances of this great truth; 1 


« } [ta ilis benafearum ut ſenſuri frut ſe ofſe re - 
x £) ans in Domino qued won deerit panes 
Eft emi pm dy Deminus dixit 
(1m. nies 1s Ing 06s inns 
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ſhall for their ſakes wiſo'have not the Book 
mention -this 'one, concerning the pions" and 
imitable reſolation of Mr; Fobn Walter, Citizen 
of London, who having a ſufficient eſtate-to 
maintain his Charge, refolv*d what further: eſtate 
God ſhonld entruſt him ' with,” to beſtow--the oF 
fame on ' charitable ufes; after which yow he "I 
found his eſtate wonderfully encreafing: A wor- 4 
thy prefident to ſuch as have-enovgh to' live 
comfortably upon, to pat bounds to their fur- 
ther purchaſes, and entitle their ſurpluſage to 
the ſervice of Chriſt,*and refreſhments of His 
Saints 3 a courſe” men - will one day find more 
ainful, thar'to join houſeto houſe, and' field to 
eld. "Tis the beft way (ſaith Chryſologas) for A 
- rich man to make the bellies of the poor bis bayn, 
to ſuccony the fathirleſs and: needy, and thereby to 
lay np treaſures in Heaven. Gregory the Great 
was' ſo deyoted to Chacity,' tuat-alP what he 
had ſeem'd' to he the' Common granary of the 
Charch:” *Tis ſaid of Cyprian, he'was the blind 
man's eyes,” the lame _— the naked mars 
varment”, he. | was a man*of ſo' great Chatity. 
Mr. Fox, "the Author ''of' the As aid” Mon- 
ments, never denied: t6 give to any tht agked 4 
for Jeſs fake, Auguſtine ſold the Ornantents F 
ofthe Church to relieve the poor.” Atd"Baf/ 
in a time of great famine ſold his -Land;” and 
other goos to -maintain'the 'poor.A Doke 
being asked by ſome Ambaſſadors whether he 
could ſhew- them ſorne-hunting-dogs* pathered 
a great 'mattypoor people together,” and" ſhew- 
ing them to the Ambaſlidor, aid, Theſe be the 
Dogs T' daily keep, "and" with which'T'oſe to 
| Ff-4 hunt 
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huat after Heayen.;-;'O-thar Chriſtians: would 


haye-other games in-chaſe, than that ,which pe- 
riſhes-in the uſing; and -lay out- theirs eſtates to 
better advantage than what appropriating them 
to-ſelf:intereſt can;,afford! Feed the hungry, 
cloath the naked, give tohim that lacketh, ſee- 
ing ſuch bleſſed encquragements do-attead this 
Chriſtian dut . vYY THIS: tinting t 

-,-Fifthly, 74 you have- good trading in grace, 
then lay'up for glory :--If you are | Wildom's 
Merchants, Heaven is your Country and home, 
the place of. your reſt and eternal reſidence: 
Theworld isa ſtrange Countrey to; you, ; a. ſpot 
of ground where: you: are ſer for ,a',while to 
trade into get commodities for your.Countrey ; 
and ſent..into-it, -a$. Faceb was to Syrig, .to Pro- 
vide for his own houſe, and then to.return into 
his Country; Gen- 30- 30. This is wot your reſt, 
Mich-z.19, Chriſtians, yop are not ſeut(hither to 
take root in the Earth,ar with the Rayen, let our 
of the Ark to build yourneſts in the world ;,,or 


withthefool in the\ Goſpel, to take your reſt 
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in Four full barns, and- encreaſed, ggodsz, but as | 


Joſeph was ſent before: znto- Egype to/-make: pro- 
viſion for his own Countrey ; . and.as;Solomen's 
ſhips. were ſent to Tarſh». to tranſport: what 
materials were uſeful for Hat God. and 
.his- own houſe.; All that you are allowed. here,1s 
but as factarage; for preſent maintenance :'. Som 
viands and refreſhments in the- way, /byt your 
great buſineſs is to-get. ſuch goods a$;will yepd 
in your own Counttey. Remember, ;;;you we 
all this, while left here," -to fill your; ks or 
your own:home, where your kindred and -habi- 

ration 
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manſions, your. treaſures, pleaſures; crowns; 


throges, and all. that you arelike ro have for 
EVEery,, lies n.four City above, ' whole: :maker 
and builder. is God." We, kyow. bus lire: of Chyiffs 
lave. (faith Mr. Cooper }\uill all be - pexfetted - and 
ſpread: before us 41 Heaven.) ' O lay up for Hea-' 
ven LEN up alliyou can for the other 
world whither you are going + Eſpecially lay; 

theſe four things for Heaven ee, 0R 74 FOP 


; 4. Hopes * 2&1 
noi Depres 1 01. 3K 5 - 
| 9 abr : for Glory. 
1a..11 f3y!, $73 O03. DBbifi +49p "TR 
Firſt; Lay.up found Hopes'for Heaven; 1 Pet; 
I,,k'z; Wherefore gird up theloins of , your' mind-; 
bd ſober nnd 'tope :tathe end, for the” grave that” is 
to: \be. brought unto; you' at the ) revelation 'of Feſus 
Chriſ6: ;Sure hopes of: Heaven are of wonderful 
uſe. to quicken a” ſoul's diſpatches: for Hea- 
ma ” _ 26- [7 Unto ons promiſe I 
ripes\ .nſtantly. ſtring 'Gad day and nig 
(kh) to'rime. Es their. hopesito.enjoy choſe 
great and-gloriobs things in the romiſe, that 
d on fuch diligence. in+: thoſe waies 
bae-lead; to it;\:tai fixive in every:.duty [that 
| an cyto this » ithey did 
{tretch;outi their! band co! take: hold*. of-erernal 
life; gone that-was nearithe. prize.! Hope. puts 
ſtrength and aCtivity-into the ſoul it2-its moriog 
after tIod;.and makes it reſtiefs: and unwearied 
TFJ% Whude, moins oiviias ane ah A Lap 
;J el 
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tile enjoy him.. .. This argument the Apoſtle 
WO Pra te Hebrews: in their rice t6. 
wards glory : Heb- 12. 1; Sieing then we are com. 
poſes about with fo 'great #cloud of witneſſt3, let us 
werght , and rhe ſin which doth ſo eaſily 
bows: >enhae 6 9b with patrence the race that 
5s ſet before us Thewei the argument lies 
the fare and- bleſſed iſſue of well-grounded 
atteſted by ſo many -witaeſſes in the for. 
mer Chap. who ran ſogreat adventures;ſuſtain'd 
ſo greatloſſes, underwent ſuch cruel deaths in 
chaſe of this eternal Crown; and not 'one of 
them miſcarried, all gotſafe to glory,” through 
their many fears and deaths. And ſeeing all that 
had thistrue hope hitherto have ſped well, and 
the ſame promile is made to us; Chap. 11. 40. 
having provided ſome better: thing for-us, (bet- 
ter priyaledges;: better promiſes,). Let's pluck 
up aut ſpuritsz:and at; it again”; and ifno vifible 
comfort.or evidence meet us in our way, yerlet 
us. holdon. with Agar. ox we come to. the 
end of our race. 
- Hopes of glory do alfoguard the fout again 
dilcourapemes bw and: a gary 3g 
ng vie! -plare of Fait of - ant 
belinet, ira nkgry Ws amv Hope arms: head. 
and heatty and keeps off the venon'd-darts 'of 
Satan -frboy:;roimng} the foul5'! while- well. 
grounded hope of a bleſſed end iskeprtup, Iſrael 
prevails, >ah4 the Believer is kept from being 
OVercomes 1. Job..y..4 Tibir'is rhe viftory that 0- 
voy wy even wr'F aith. —_— 
ry maintains a'patient 
tion and Za waiting: for-:the. frution A it, 
m- 
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pihe deV Trader” 445. 
Rom. 3. 25. Tf wehope for that we' ſee not, then 
de 'we with patience wait for it; and this is/ 00. 


' ſmall mercy : or re hath a dangerous in- 
Ia 


fluence on a Chriſtian's heart, diſcouraging it, 
and expoſing Rac temptation of giving -over; 
ſaying, Wherefore ſhould T wait any longer ? 2 King. 
IV x ooinbs Hope ſockzes from. ey 

Hope ſettles, and ſtays the heart; ſtilling its 
fears, ſcattering its doubts, and ing its 
confident expectation of glory, turning * 
ſions into the higheſt certainty, even a+kind of 
knowledge: 1 Joh. 3.'2. But we know that when 
he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like bim'; for we ſhall 
ſee bim as he #9.  Well-grounded and improved 
hope in a Chriſtian's life, doth uſually end in 'a 
trinmphingconfidence at his'death : / foal ſhove 
(fid a precious ſervant of -God on his death 


-F $. ' Ir. F 
but of praiſe; OMr- Rutherfords'riaft: ons. 
And a little before his death, after ſome'faing.; 
ing, be ſaid;' Now / feel, Tbelieve,"'F- engoy,! 1 ve- 
oyce, ' I feed on Manna, I have ' Angtls; fordiymy 
ayes ſhall ſee my "Retletiicy. ''O --what :rich cheve 
will hope of glory find-on 'a death-bel! What 
brightneſs is that I ſee? (aid ai + 

k tae 
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the'day-before- his death,) bave you light "p 4 
catdle ?a ſtander by anſwered, ,no, 'tis the Sun. 
ſhines: Sw ſhige,! (faith he} nay, it 5s my Savi. 
oy ſhines; 'now 'f{arewel World, , welcome Heaven ; 
the” day-ſtar from on high bath viſited my heart. 
Or fpoank, it :when I an gone, and. preach it at my 
Funeral ;. God dealeth familiarly with men, I feel 


| biti Meriy, 1 fe; bis Mojety I ſee things that 


are rutterable:: Hopes: of glory will make the 
World ſeem a very poor thing in a Believer's 
gye þhe that by faith-can ſtand on\Mount Ne- 
bo; \and get one glance on the promiſed Land, as 
his!) feeds on;the-firſt\ ripe Grapes. of his own 
Countrey ; 'im; compariſon af which, all the 
World's dainties are bitter things. - Hopes of 
glory" cheers the: heart in the way to glory. 
Row 7. 3. © Ana rejoyse in hope of the glory of God. 
Rim: 12 12; Regoycing - in hope, patient in tri- 
bulation -T[tmakes the foul go merrily on, like 
aShipunderfail, :that hath both wind and tyde.z 
wheteas the doubting 'Saint drives heavily on, 
wheh winds and wavesbeat againſt him, bein 

enwheel'd of Faith 'and: Hope: Sure hope 

Heaven gets honey-out of the rock, and meat 
oub of the eater: which makes his-rough ways 
plain; and his paſſage to 'Heaben,: pleaſant : Tis 
Chriſtians loſing their.hopes-of Heaven, makes 
thelsſoantomifnreblein theie,paſſage through 
evivorkd 135 nb rote te bens f 
—Uhſtty, WUll-grounded hopes of Heaven have: 
A influence - towards ation for -it, 
wine it hath-airadvantage to further his holi- 
tres 1'Foh ($03. And every man that, hath this 
hope tn bim; pugifier th hnſelf as be.5s pure.” When 
="13 . the 
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the Apoſtle fpeaks of the faith of God's Ele 
which is after godlineſs, 75e. 1.'t. ' 5 {Fu 
therance of this holineſs,” lays this hope upon - 
- eternal life; JI» bope of eternal life; which God, 
that canner lhe, promiſed be fore the Worid beg ani; 
Expectations, of Heaven well laid, cannox' bot 
conftraja a' Soul to urmoſt 'meaſures of holineſs, 
2 Pet. 3.14. Seeing that ye look for ſuth things, 
be diligent aux =: may be found of bim in peace, 
without ſper, and blameleſs. Heaven is a place of 
perfeft holin<'s, oo unclean thing can enter 
thete; Which the Eye of Faith ſeeing, ' and 
the Soul's right to it, puts a Perſon upon 
perfetibg bis holineſs, _ that he may be ready 
ro enter in." O then lay up hopes of glory, 
which have foch precigos fruits hangiog on 
them. 


Qieſt, But' that are thoſe ſure bopes of glory, 
which will never fail of glory; and from Shieh 
we may expelt ſuch excellent friert 4 


Sol. Firſt, Sure hopes of glory, which will 
never fail of glory, arc ifſucd out of a ſaving 
union with the Lord Jefus, © the Lord of glory. 
Col. 1, 27, T's whom God would make known what 
is the riches of the. glory of this "MiyFtory amony 
the Gentiles z which is Chriſt in you the ho 
glory. Chrift uoited to you, and dwelling in you; 
by his Spirit, is this glorious Treafure ſpoken" 
in the foimer part of the verſe. Here aretwo 
arguments "to eridear. the L019 Jeſus to'Beke- 
vers. | | | ms SO 
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Firſt, That in theic union with him ep aes' 
inveſted with great and unſearchable treaſures ; 
he bimſelf being that glorious and hidden riches 
open'd in the Goſpel, and made over to them 
ig their” reception of him into their hearts by 
ith; part of which treaſure they have in 
band in their preſent unjon and communion with 
aaa the bleſſed fruits and conſfequenrs of 
IT here, of Sms 4 | 
Secondly, Another thing that rendis Chriſt 
precious to Believers, is, that. in;their upion 
with him is laid the foundation of: their right | 
to, andevidence of their hope of glory 5; Qua- 
tenus eſt in illis eatenns habent ſpem gloria: Dav.] 
and allarance of their future and eternal enjoy- ©} - | 
ment of himſelf, and all his treaſureJaid vp in | 
glory : There's no other way to haye a-right | 
to glory, but by union with Chriſt, who hath 
_ purchaſed glory onely for thoſe that are his, 
and haye this ſpiritual union with him. Hence 
*ris that: theLord Jeſus Chriſt is called a better 
hope, John 17. 21, to 27. Heb. 7. 19. For. the 
Law made norbing perfeit, but th? bringing in of 
4 better hope did, by which we draw near to Cod: 
That is the Lord Jeſus, in his Prieſtly Office, of - * 
which the Ceremonial Law was a forerunner, 
did bring in aground of better hope, in opening 
the way to Godin grace and glory; All right 
to glory is through him who is the Lord of 
, 1 Gr. 2.8. and hath the-diſpoſal of it to 
whom he pleaſes, Fobr 17. 2. even to- all the 
Father hath given him to be his; and to theſe 
he gives eternal life, Zobn 10, 28. They that | 
have - union with Chriſt cannot perifh, . being 
| mem- 
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members of his body,-fitſh and benes ; ſhould a 
ſoul" that: hath receive Chriſt here,” miſs- of 
glory hereafter, thenwould a member of Chriſt 

riſh,- and his body'irr Heaven be maimed and 
imperfect, which cannot be, his Church being - 
the fulgeſs of him who#filleth all in all, Zpb.” 2; 
v.21. AndChriſt hath'paſt his wordfor irthey 
ſhallnot periſh, Feb» 16.28. .. Not oneof! them 
is\loſt whoare truly it Chriſt, Jobs. 14.10. They 
are his ſervants, and ſhall be where he' is, Fobr. 
12, 26, His Spouſe, which ſhall beever with 
him. Try then your 'union- with Chriſt, Have * 
you. received him- into: your hearts by ' faith-? 
Are you one Spirit with him, - having\the ſame 
mind in you that'was in Chriſt Jeſas? you would 
be holy as he is holy ; nothing © ſhore of com- 
pleas oneneſs with Chriſt can content you: 1n- 

eed,” you have carnal :defires within the bor- 
ders of your ſouls, that. crave 'for ſatisfgftion, 
and ſometimes will have it whether you will or 
no, but there is another Law in' your mind 
warring againſt this Law im your members, thar 
cannot reſt till you arrive more to his likeneſs, 
whois your life, righteouſneſs and glory.” ' Are 
you unplanted into Chriſts deaths and-reſurre- 
ction, brought. into ſome conformity to him? 
And do you live upon bimas the branch upon 
the root forall your' grace and ſupply, and ſtay 
upon him as the ſtone upon the foundation, for 
your ſupport in grace unto glory, as your onely 
Lord and Righteouſneſs? Then are your hopes 
for glory ſure gyoeny hopes. (1/2 © 

:Secondly, .Truth of grace ſecures your hopes 


of glory; it being the |carneſt, ſeal; and firſt 
C2139 fruits 


fruits of glory. 2 Core 1.22. Who bath alſo ſeal- 
id wi, "aud given the. earneſt of the: Spirit in our 
bearts, Grace is God's Seal for glory, and whar 
greater ſecurity ca there, be?-. "Tis his carock- 
petiny, which is never taken, away, as 4 pledge 
may- be, - but ſecures the whole ſum; yea, 'tis 
part of pay. | Grace is that ſeed of God which 
remaineth.,in_ him, ,1 7ob,:3. 9. and. ſecures the 
Soul's Rate againft final Apottacy, through its 
union with.che Spirit dwelling in him, Row. 8.11. 
Prove your truth. of grace: (though never ſo 
weik) and you will prove your title to glory : 
Doth your grace: ow its being tothe fulneſs of 
Chriſt, Job t, 16./. owning its derivation thence, 
atd dependance there? : Doth your grace ſpread 


it ſelf into. every part and faculty of your Soul, 


wholly: ſantified throughout f. .. 1, Theſ. 5. 23: 
Cannot your -grace mingle with fin, or own the 
leaſt appearance of evil, Rev. 2, 2. but hath ac- 
cording to its meaſure an irreconcilable enmity 
«gtinft every known fin? Gal.5. 17, Cannot your 
grace reft in any meaſures ſhort of. of perfeCtion, 
but hath deſires and cndeavours after.; motc 
and more grace? 1 Pet. 2. 3. : Hath your grace 
pure and ultimate deſigns for Divine” Glory, 
aiming in every thing, Pb. 1, 20,21, that Chrift 
945 ygmingy ed, Fobn 3- 30s; | and ſelf annihil. 
ated ? then is your grace-true grace, and will 
ia timeturn to glory, +: +7 h | 
Thirdly, Your mortifiedneſs to the World 
will be-a good. proof of your title to Heaven. 
The Heirs of Glory are choſea out of the World; 
are not of the World, obx 15. 19, Redeemed 
from the Earth,. Rev, 14-3. They have not: *» 
celve 
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ceived the ſpirit of this world, but the Spirit 
that is of God, 1 Cor. 2, 12.,and ate crucified to 
it, Gal. 6. 14. dead to the deſires, pleaſures and 
intereſts of this world, Col. 3. 1,2. Dead men 
have.no favour or delight. in- things; .no more 
have they who are dead to this world, any ac- 
quieſcingpleafure in earthly. things,, which can 
no more.ſatishe a heavenly. foul, than dung can 
feed a living-man. , Chriſtians, try how. your 
hearts ſtand aftefted to earthiy things; are 
theſe great in your eye, amiable to your afte- 
ions, attraCtive 6n your deſires, prevalent on 
your wills, beyond the things of Heaven ? then 
are your hopes of Heaven unwarrantable by any 
Divine Evidence, and will at laſt leave your 
names written.on the earth. 1 

Fourthly,.. Your hopes for Heaven, it right, 

- will. be ative lively hopes. 1 Per. 1. 3. Who 
hath begotten us again to a lively hope , by the re« | 
ſurrettion of Chriſt from the dead. Hopes that 
put life in your affeftions (j) and ſpirits, and 
makes you vigorous after holineſs, and the way 
to glory, Epheſ. 2. 10. Right hopes for Heaven 
will make. you run in the way to Heaven, and 
put you. on all manner of holy converſation. 
Paul's hopes for Heaven put him on labours and 
ſtrivings after perſect holineſs, 2 Cor.5.3,9. Phil. 
3-12, 13,14. "Try your hopes; do they quicken 
you to duty, or leave you dead ? You haye no 
heart to the ways of God, ,.or delight in ap-, 
proaching to him , his commands are grievous 
to you; this beſpeaks unſqund, and. frail. hopes. , 
1) #5 $ATid® (deny , 1d eff, wiuitficam f{ciliter qua ws. ; 
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for Heaven, which will at laſt deceive you : But 
ſure hopes for Heayen are back'd with ſuitable 
 labours for Heaven, 

Fifthly, If your hopes be right for Heaven, 
then will your converiation be in Heaven, 'Phil. 
3-20, But our converſation 1s in Heaven, whence 
alſo we look _for the Saviour, the Lord Feſns Chriſt, 
who ſhall change our wile bodies, that it may be fa- 
ſhioned like to his glorions body, You will be te- 
ken up about heavenly things, and driving on 
heavenly concerns : You will be maintaining en- 
tercourle in Heaven, and' keeping up your con-. 
verſes with God; you will be often taking 
journeys to Heaven in your cortemplations and: 
deſires; your buſineſs will be. much in Heaven, 
and your occaſions thither frequent ; though 
you live on Earth, yet you will converſe in Hea- 
ven. As Doctor Preſton ſaid when he was near 
death, 7ſhaf but change my place, net my compaty-. 
O try your hopes for Heaven by your colverth, 
tion, 1t that be engaged about the things of Hea- 
ven now ; if yeur work be in Heaven, your reſt 
ſhall be in Heaven alſo. 

Sxthly, If your hopes for Heaven be right,. 
you will willingly undergo whatſoever 1uffer- 
ings and dangers lye in} your way to Heaven. 
He that is ſure of reaching home ar laſt, wall 
venture through any dangers in his way. O 
what hazards will men run through to get an 
earthly Crown ! no difficulties will diſcourage 
them; how much more” will hopes for Heaven 
carry Souls through the Red-Sea of affiictions 
and bloody ſufferings they may meet with be- 

fare they come to it ! AR; 20. 24. rhap. 21. by 
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He that cannot conſent” ro drink of the cu 
Chriſt drinks of, and which the Father hall 
give him to drink, and to ſubmit to the cru- 
elleſt death, loſſes, ſhame, tryals and rorments, 
which 'his faichfulneſs to God may bring him to, 
muſt reckon again, and take up other conclu- 
fions about his future ſtate ; eatter terms can- 
not be granted : Whoſoever be be of you that for. 
ſaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my diſ- 
ciple, Lnke 14- 33. He that will come after me, 
muſt deny himſelf, rake up bis Croſs, and follow 
me, Marth. 16. 24. We muſt through much tyi- 
bulation enter into the Kingdom of God, AQts 14. 22. 
If we ſuffer with him, we ſhall reign with him, 
2 Tim. 2. 12. 

Secondly, Lay updeſires for glory, not only 
ſome deſires of glory, but ſuch deſires as no- 
thing elfe can ſatisfie bat glory ; which nothing 
ſhorr of a whole God can content, Moſt Souls 
in this life limit their deſires, and take up their 
wiſhes too ſhort of true bleſledneſs : ſoul 
thirſteth for God (faith God) but it was only for 
ſome ſights of his power and glory, as he had ſeen 
bim in his Santuary, Pal. 63. 1, 3- Some looks 
'through the lattice ; ſome embraces of Chriſt 
in the arms of faith, pleaſed the Spouſe, and 
doth ſatisfie moſt ſouls here : Alas, how few 
are the deſires of gracious ſouls, which alittle 
of God will not .content ! One delires grace, 
another peace ; fome are for quickenings and 


— 


comforts z others for enlightenings, for iigher L208: | 


meaſures of knowledge, for ſome ſights of 

through. a.glafs ; - bur how. few, breathings are 
there, to ſee'as we are ſeen, to know ag we are 
Gg 2 known ? 
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their own Country. © David had ſometime 
workings after this, not. only for God to.come 
ro him, but for himſelf to go to God, when his 
heart takes a leap: from the path of life, intg 
the-preſence of God, where is fulneſs of joy, 
and pleaſures for evermore. Pſal. 16. 11. Thoy 
wilt ſhew me the path of life = in thy preſence it 
falneſs of joy , at thy right hand are pleaſures for 
euermgre- om the _beholding of his face in 
riphteoiſneſs here,” he longs for the ſatisfying 
viſions of God in glory. Pſal. 17. 15. 4s for me, 
I will behold thy face 11 righteouſneſs, I ſhall be 
Jatisfied when 1 awake with thy likeneſs. Paul 
alſo under the higheſt enjoyments of God here, 
had his unſatished longings to be with him as 
beſt of all, Phik: 1, 23. and in reſpect of which 
he counts his greatelt intimacy with Chriſt in 
the body, to be a kind” of abſence. 2 Cor. 5. 6. 
Knowing that whiles we are at home in the body, 
we are abſent from the Lord Do not terminate 
yourdeſices upon any thing that can ſatisfic you 

1 this ſide glory : , Get ſuch deſires raiſed, 
which cannot be anſwered till you come to 
Heaven with ſuch kind' of breathings as theſe; 
O' when ſhall I come to that bleſſed ſtate , to know 
" as Iain known; to have every corner of my heart 
fille4 with the immediate emanations of his glorious 
fulntſs.!, O when will that time, or rather Eternity 
come”, when I ſhall be ſatisfied with looking - 
n - + *rhat 
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that blefſed face which is: every day the Angels - 
wonder ,, and the. Saints joy. Here alas) 1 lie 
among the pots y all ſooty and defiled , whiles the 
Veſſelt of my Fathers houſe, and rhe Boyyls before 
the Altar, out of which my Lord alway \drinketh, 
are bright-and glerious. Now I have. my babita- 
tion where Dragons lie, while a glorians Pavilion 
ſands empiy, for me: Here 1 feed on my own 
dung, and oft-times eat the: exerements of Devils, 
and all the while there's hread enow;h in ny, Fa- 
thers houſe 4: «nd my Brethriy fare deliciouſly at 
the Kings Table. O when ſhall my work, þe1 done, 
that | 1. may: be- gone! When ſhall. the things . ſor 
cleanſing be. given. me , and the dxys of my, puri- 


fication be agcompleſhed ,. that my turn ,naay, came 


ic. g9 in to the Lord my King: When ſhell the 
Nuptial Garments, the Bridal Ornamts,, 'the 
Robe, the, Rmz, the Royal Yeſtments beſpangled 
with coſtly Fewels, be given me, with th:5,,mojt 
welcom arſſa3e., Ariſe ny Love , my Dove, iy, 
Fair One, and come away Lay up ſuch, nd, 
of breathings after the Mountains of Spices, thz, 
Everlaſting-Hills, the Rivers, of [lcalares, the. 
Bride-chamber, of Glory, where. you-ſhall.be c- 
yer with the Lord. (k,) This will halteq Y QUE, 
pace to een» and mount you on the wings of 
a Dove: This will help you to aſs. by the. 
Worlds,glary-with a holy ſcorn, and to bearits 
fugkey with incredible patience. 

hirdly, Lay up all the: Treaſures you cati 
to greaten glory. Though the traſt portioa,of 
glory is favsfying,.. yet the highelt meaſares."of 
(4 ) Glory, Glory dwelleth- is Anmanuel's Land,. Ru- 
ther ford's laſt words, a 
GB 3 glory 
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gloty are deſirable , becauſe in it there-is the 
greateſt conformity ro God, 1- Feb» 3. 2. 

IO. 17, 19,20. Dan, 12. 3. and the {ulleſt en- 
zjoyment of God. The Lord Jeſus-doth propoſe 
degrees of glory for the encouragement: of his 
people to greater improvements of grace z and 
therefore the higheſt degrees of glory are de- 
ſirable* © get as much as you can here - to 
greaten your felicity in Heayen. Do- all you 
may to make your Crown more-iaſſy;and your 
Manſion more fair, and your pleaſures more full 
to all'Erernity. 

Several things have a tendency to greaten 
your. glory. The more grace | you*jmproke 
now, the greater will be your glory ; he that 
ip ten pounds, had ten Cities : 'Grace is 
ecd ſown, according to its meaſure will be the 
harveſt» What a man ſows, that ſhall be +cap: 
Gal. 6. 5. The lefs ſeed is ſown, the lefs crop 
will there be; and the more ſeed, the larger 
encreaſe\, 1 Cor. 3- 9. Glory is a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs proportioned to thevtmoſt im 
provements of Grace. + The more work you 
do for God, the greater will be your wages of 
grate in glory, 1 Pet. 5. 2, 4. 2 Cer. 5. 10. Thi 
every one ſhould. receive according to what is don 
itt the body. 

' The more you lay ont for God, the more 
ſhall you receive from him, 2 Cor. g- 6. 'who 
willcertainly repay It. 

Thegreater your ſufferings are for God, the 
greater will your rejoycings be with him: 
They that ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy,” Pſat. 126. 5; 
Look what diſproportion there' is between - 
Secd- 
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Seed-rime and Harveſt, far greater is there be- 
zween the Saints ſufferings , ſorrows, and tri- 
umphing joy: Their forrow lies withig the 


' compaſs of-a ſhort night, their joy begins with 


that morning which hath no evening ta follow 
it, Pſal-$9.5, Their tears will ſcarcely fill a 
bortel, bur their pleaſures are ſo.vaſt an Ocean, 
as that they cannot be received, but wulſt be 
entred into, Mat. 25. '21, Our light affiiftion, 
which is but for a -moment, worketh for us a fat 
more exceeding and eternal weight-of glory, 2 Cor. 
4. 17. Yea the preſcnt ,confolarions. of the 
Saints oft-times abound in cg? aa « The 
no of my Chains hath been ſweet muſtck_mn n 

ck F554 de Bres ; ) all:my formier biCoarſer 
were but as a-blind man's of colours, in reſpett of 
my preſent feeling: 'O what a prectous comfarter 
$1 4 good Conſcience.) How unſpeakable then, are 
thole rejoycings, 'when all tears ſhall be wiped 
off, when forrow and mourning ſball &y away, 

Mat. $ IO, i, a 1 
The more your loſſes are for Chriſt on, earth, 
the greater will be your gain in part Heb. 
10. 34. And rock. joyfully the ſpoiling of your 
good?, knowing in la bed tbat = he in Hea- 
ven a better and an endurmg ſubſtance. Men can 
never bring' their Goods to a better Marker, 
than to liave them ſpoil'd for the ſake of Chriſt : 
our poodsyou loſe for, Chriſt are capable. of 
Tpoil's z your goods you ſball feceive in 
Heaven ate hoſe all injury .the. very wax 
"not old, mic le $ the irealiue: time wull mar 
your belt intereſts here... Alas, what is alittle 
old goods, Moth-caten garments, ruſty ſilver 
Gg 4 ſubject 
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ſubject to change; compared with that ſub- 
ſtance, whoſe duration is as long as Eteryity, 
and- whoſe extenſion 3s as large as Immenlity? 
and ſuch is God in Chriſt, the Saints eternal 
treaſure : Afar. 19. 29. And in the World to 
come life eters]. . Carnal reaſon judges them 
the,greateſt fools that dare to be undone for 
their Profeſſion; whereas divine truth reckons 
ſuch the mad men, who to eſcape themthat can 
bur kill the body, ducſt encounter him. who can 
damn both ſoul and bady in hell, ar. 10. 28. 
And to lay a foundation of a few.days ſafety 
upon the ruines of themſelves and others. How 
dangerous (ſaid Mr.. Cooper ) is their eſtate, who 
caimot riſe but with the fall of many ?: Et quanty- 
lum fit illud propter quod nos xeliquiſti? How 
poor are thoſe things (ſaith he) for whuch you have 
left as,? whereas the Saiats loſſes for Chriſt are 
their greateſt gain, while the things they part 
with are but temporal; but thoſe they gain are 
eternal,” 2 Cor. 4. 18. | Hen; 

Laſtly., The more ſouls you help to. Heaven, 
the more treaſure you prepare far Heaven, 
Dan. 12. 3: Toy that be wiſe (the. Margin hath 
Tt, they” rhat be teachers) ſball . ſhine as the 
briphuleſt of the Fir miament;, and they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and 
ever. ' As nothing doth ſink a perſon deeper in- 
to Hell, than to haye the blood of ſquls. upon 
its head, and to' become the occaſion of others 

perithing, Fer.2..34: So it wonderfully greatens 
" aÞe&flons own bleflednefs in Heaven, to be'the 

meatts” of petting others to! be bleſſed alſo : 
1 Theſ. 2. 19. For what is our hope, or joy, or Ty 
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of rtjoycing ? ave not even you in the preſence of our 
Lard Jeſus Chriſhat his coming? for ye are our glo- 

and joy. 
#4 Laſtly, > preparations for glory : Glo. 
ry is a great thing: .O what a change doth Hea- 
ven make upon a Believers ſtate! We ſhall aff 
be changed, 1 Cor. 15. 51. from corruption to 
incorruption; from ſin to ſpotleſs purity ; from 
imperfection to perfettion; from darkneſs to 
knowledge; from faith to ſight; from Eſpou- 
falstoa Marriage-day : and what preparations 
do ſuch a change call for? Whar if death ſhould 
ſurprize you, andtake you in your old cloaths ? 
*ris not your daily garments, no not your beſt 
raymentsare good: enough for your Marriage- 
day::your attire muſt be all new when you 
ſolemnize your. eternal Nuptials tothe King of 
Glory. O what manner of perfons ſhould you 
be 'who: look far'' new Heavens, * and a new 
Earth! If a Paul be not ſufficient. to carry a 
Love-token to Chriſt's Spouſe here on Earth; 
2, Cor. 2. 16. Who: is ſufficient for theſe things ? 
Who then are fitro he in the Bridrooms arms 
toalleternity? Few; think what a change muſt 
be before the Saints cah get to Heaven's 1 Cor; 
15-.50s Fleſh and blood canmot- inherit ' the  King- 
dom - of heaven ;,, neither doth - corruption inherit 
ncorruption. | If fo-mach preparation-work muſt 
be diſpatch'd before: an Eſther.could be fit for 
the imbraces of" an-carthly King, Efth. 2. 12. 
iix months for purifying with Oyt of Myrrk; 
and ſix months with: ſweet Odours, and with 
other; things ? How much ſanctification-work 
is acedful ro meeten a ſoul for: the immediate 
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enjoyment. of. God in ? and haw vnreadjy 
are tae moſt, of Souls tar, ſacha chapge ? O Be. 
lievers ! haſten about your preparations for Hea- 
Ven, ſeeing you'have ao fixation on Earth, 'and 
know not, what hour your Lord will come. ln 
order ta which, take theſe fx directions: 

Firſt, Get your bearts more looſe from this 
preſent world ;; men that change places, knock 
up, and take abroad things they muſt carry 
with them : Your hearts ( Chriſtians) are the 
principal things you muſt take with you to Hea 
VEN it may | be you have gone to God in du- 
tics many a time, and left your hearts behind 
you; bur you cannot goto Ged in glory, cv 
cept your hearts be with yaw." And © what a 
difficult work is it to get the heart (upon 
choice) loofe from every thing below God! 
- Wndtill this be done, there's no getting to Hea- 
ven: Things faltned tothe free-hold (they ſay} 
caandt he removed; how then can that hcart 
act t9.glory, . that is nailed down to the world, 
and things below. Be dayly looſening: your 
hearts from the world, eſtates, houſes, lands, 
trades, friends, relations, and every thing be- 
low 3 for you' may not have time to get them 
oft without leſs, when death comes : you muſt 
leave them all ſhortly, and you know not hor 
foan, 'to go tobetter friends and interefts : thek 
baye been ſnares and ſpears to your Souls, and 
have given you many a wound, and ſtill hinder 
your ſpceding to glory ; and why ſhould you 
be leth to.part with them ? O Chriſtians! it 
you are willing.to be with Chriſt, you will give 
your -hearts warning to be:gone fromtheſe t7- 
berna- 
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bernacles, and. to take their leave of this world 
dayly. « | " NE 

Secondly, Preſs after more maturity in your 
graces; the more ripe, the more fit for gather- 
ing, Joel þ 13, Tomer muſt tarry a Widow till 
Selah be grown, Cen. 38. 11. and your marriage- 
day muſt.he delayed till you come to a full age : 
The Saints muſt. be as a ſhock of Corn that 
cometh. in/ its ſeaſon, Fob 5. 25. Ripen a pace 
in your graces,.: if you would get to glory : 
Ger your faith; hope, patience, and every grace” 
encreaſed daily; - eſpecially your love t9 ; 
that's the grace ſhall abide in glory, 1 Cor. 2 34 8. 
Faithand Hope are the Soul's helps, and com- 
panions in the way; but Love will be an eter» 
nal inhabitant with - you. Get purer, deeper 
rooted, ſtronger, mare enlarged love to Jeſus 
Chriſt every day, till you be downeight lick (@# 
him g:this will make your life a death withopt 
his: preſence here, and yaur death to be- life 
in being with him for ever. *T was loyeto Chriſt 
made Ignatius ſo dead to all things below, (s) 
and longing to' be: with Chriſt :-'Tis ſtoried of 
him, thar-when he was dead, and-his heart raktn 
out, - they ſaw the' name of Jeſiis written mit 3n 
Letters of Gold : The more love ta God, the 
morefit for God '; for God is love;(#), 

Thirdly,” Get: and keep: the teſtimony of a 
good: conſcience, that may witnaſs for you' jn 
the'' day of Chriſt': when you die, you are 
to lave tryal for your life, your inheritance, 
your 'All; and you had-need- have your wit- 
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neſs firm, arid ready: Now there are two great 
Witneſles you will need in that day to -Clear 
your title ; the witneſs of Conſcience, and-the 
Spirit : 'have the one on your ſide, and you will 
not want the other. 'Get your Conſciences 
ſprinkled with the blood of Chriſt, and purged 
from dead works by the Spiritof Chrilt," that 
it may be able to' appear for you in that day. 
The blood of Chriſt will put words into the 
mouth of Conſcience for you, to plead the ge- 
neral iſſue, and the benefit, of *pardaning grace, 
wherein _ have been tranſgreſlors; enlight- 
ned Conſcience” will accuſe: you that you have 
ſinned; and beſprinkled*Confcience will plead 
for you that 'you are pardoned; and purged 
Conſcience 'will teſtifie. for 'you that you are 
changed, and that you hare the evil you have 
YWone, and' love the holineſs you have efted.' 
O'of what wonderful oft will: the reltimony 
ofa good Gonſtience be when'you ſtand at thei 
Barof God Get it true to you” now, and ſure 
for.youthen.”: 1/:;* V' port 
- Fourthly, Maintain more conſtant walks with 
God daily; this will fit you for your eternal 
fellowſhip with him. Converſe-with God is be-= 
un, acquaintance here, and in Heaven is pec- 
ect friend{hip; and perpetual. fellowſhip- - -It 
wilh much fit you for-Heaven hereafter, to! þe- 
gin the work»'of - Heaven here; which lies in 
maintain'd intercourſe with him... Througl/theſe 
gatlery-walks with God, dothe Saintspaſs:.gnto - 
the Preſence-Chamber, ard:fit down with him 
for ever: Communion with God now, 4s Hea- 
vel begun ;z{fych are fitteſt for his prefepee. © 
HS S1OTY, 
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glory , who are train'd up in his company 
here. 

Fifthly , 1f you would prepare for Heaven, 
diſpatch your work on Earth : Heavea is a ſtate 
of reſt, and reſt follows the finiſhing of labour, 
Heb. 4. 9. Rev. 4. 3- Pax muſt end his fight, 
finiſh his courſe, and keep the faith, before he 
can reach the Crown : 2 Tim. 4+. 7, 8. In the 
grave there's no wiſdom, device, or work; this 
is your only time for labour while you are in 
the Vineyard. O how much work is behind with, 
moſt! which will make a departure ferrible to 
an awakeped Conſcience, Haſte about your 
negletted work; you have (it may be) much 
work to do with others, in your families, with 
your relations ; poſlibly there are ſome ſouls 
m their graves, and you have. not done what, 
you might to bring them forth ; dead, Husband, 
Wife, Children, Servants, for whom you mult 
do more, or cannot comfortably appear before 
God. O haſten about this work, that you may 
give up your account, with joy ! There's foul- 
work to be done, to get. corruptions ſubdued, 
graces ſtrengthned, your accounts ſtated, evi- 
dences cleared, and lamps trimmed, which muſt 
be attended with utmoſt vigour. If you would 
get home, finiſh your work. 

Laſtly, Be always ready, waiting for the 
coming of the Lord: Luke 12. 35, 36. Let 
your loyns be gart abaut , and your (ihts burn» 
mg, and ye your ſelves like unto man, that wait ſur 
their Lord when he will return from the Wedding + 
that when he cometh, and knocketh, they may op63 
ts bim immediately; 2 Pet. 3. 32, Looking far, 
ard 
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ant baſtening to the commy- of the day of God ; 
Not oaly be waiting for «3. a but longy 
ing after it, as perſons that are ready for a de- 
fired j think the time long ere they go. 

are the Wheels of his Chariot ſo lorg 4 coming ? 
J 5- 23. The Spirit and the Bride ſay com, 
Rev. 22. 17. Withthe Virgins go out to meet him, 
Mat. 25. 1. If you knew the welcome that abideth 
you when you tome bome, ye would haſten your 
pace ;,, Rutherf. The more ready you ate for 
the coming of Chriſt, the more will you long 
for his appearance; and the more grateful will 
his approach be. The nncertainty of that time 
when the Lord Jeſus ſhall appear, and the un- 
ſeafongbleneſs of that ſurpriſal for preparation- 
work, ſhould put Chriſtians on continual readi- 
nefs, leſt coming in an hour they know not of, 
they be found unfit to enter in, and the door be 
ſhnr, Mr. 25. 10. 

O how dreadful will a miſcarriage be at laſt ! 
Altthe hopes, labours and comfort of your life 
depend upon your final ſafety, and happy con- 
cluſion of your day : *Tis a great thing to live a 
ſan'tifed, and die a faved ſoul. O how few 1ma- 
gine the difticalty of being a Chriſtian indeed, 
and the infinite concern of ſecuring an immorral 
ſoul, and a ſure title ta the unſearchable riches 
of the other world ! Qh the folly and tmadnels 
rational creatures, to make every thing fire 
but falvation, and to fpend their time and 
Rrengrth abour rhe many things of a periſhing 
life, and loſe the better part ! Whoevet thou 
art" that caſteſt thine eye upon this diſcourſe, 
thong wilt one day had Religion to be thy _ 
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eſt intereſt ; when thou comeſt to take thy fare- 
wel of a vain deceitful world, and ſeeſt all thy 
Lovers, for whom thou haſt ileighted thy pre- 
cious Soul, thy Sovereign Lord, and dying Re- 
deemer, to prove miſerable comforters, not a- 
ble to afford one drop of Balm, to heal, or Cor. 
dial to chear thy fainting heart, and affrighted 
conſcience : When thou ſceſt pale Death deli. 
ver thee a ſummons to appear before the holy 
God, and to give an account of thy Steward- 
ſhip, when thou ſeeſt the Books opencd, and 
fuch a fearful charge againſt thy guilty conſci- 
ence, which rhou canit not deny or anſwer-z 
then wilt thou find godlinefs in the power of it, 
ro be the greateſt gain ; and wouldſt five teu 
thouſand worlds for fuch an evidence as Hezekie 
4 and Paul had, when within view of death and 
eternity. And is not Religion as munch thy 
concern, and ſhould be as grateful now, and all 
thoſe great and important duties of piety which 
this Book laies before thee ; thought to be as ad- . 
viſable now, when time and capaciry may render 
them ſenſible, as in a dying hour, when deſires 
and purpoſes may be too late ? © do not con- 
tent thy treacherous heart, to caſt a tranſient 
glance upon theſe lines, to approve or commend 
them, and after all to ſhake hands with theſe vaſt 
and concerning Truths in them, 2nd live and 
dic a ltranger ta this great and heavenly work 
but reſolve to ſet about it preſently, to purſue 
it throughly, that when your Trading-day is 
done, your enriching Eternity may begin, and 
you receive that vaſt Inheritance that fadeth not 
away, &ernal in the Heavens. 

FINIS. 


